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169 
data I •pe 

A mnnncr of elassifyins llnta. 1 he spccificntlon uf 
dalA lyJ)C d1ctntcs the way n Prlll!,!0111 handles the data. For 

ft daln t pc10,t niitihcntions con.not calculote text. Other cx-
tnncc n ° • 

ins 
1 

'f datn t pcs include 111legc1 s, real numbers, Doo-
aniP cs do floating point. Also cnllccl type (4). 
lean, on ' . . . 

II A group chnrnctcrs which 1s treated as a umt. 
data un . . . . 

lldatlon The process of dctcrmmmg 1f data 1s accu-
data vi~n,plcte or eompliont with specified criteria. 

rate, .:v • 

1 uallzatlon The showing of computer data in the form 
dal~ v raphics. For example, the presenting of data using JD 

0 Jels as opposed to text or fonm1las. Since graphical data 
~

1 
nalyzcd by the brain at a more intuitive level than text 

15 8 f • fi • b • I data, greater amounts o 111 o~nat.1011 can c more s~m~ y 
d'splaycd. speeding up the nav1gat1011 through and ass11rnla­
ti~n of the infom1atio11 being viewed. Also called Informa­
tion visualization, or visualization ( I). 

data warehouse An extensive database which combines all 
the databases of an entity, such as a large corporation. Some 
organizations store tcrabytcs of information, and data ware­
houses provide a means to organize the data, and make deci­
sions based on the infomiation as a whole. 

data word A group of bits or bytes treated as a unit of infor­
mation. as opposed, fo r instance, to being considered as a 
control code. Also called information word. 

database An interrelated collection of infom,ation in the form 
of records, fields, and files. The contents of a database are 
entered, processed, and accessed by a database program, and 
the information held may be of any kind, including text, 
graphics, sounds, and so on. Also spelled data base. 

database engine Within a DBMS, the software that serves to 
store and retrieve data. Also spelled data-base engine. 

database machine One or more computers or devices which 
arc dedicated to database functions. Such devices may use 
parallel computing to reduce storage and retrieval times by 
fac1ors of over I 00, and arc linked to the front-end processor 
via a high-speed channel. Also spelled data-base machine. 

database management software Same as DBMS. 
database management system Same as DBMS. 
database program An application program designed for the 

entry, storage, manipulation, organization, security, integ­
rity, and retrieval of data. The most common example of a 
database program is a DBMS. Also spelled data-base pro­
gram. 

database server A computer, within a LAN, that is dedicated 
to database management functions. It incorporates the data­
bases and the DBMS. Also spelled data-base server. 

dJtabasc system Same as DBMS. 
dataccn_ter A centralized location where computers, data 

hbrancs, and associated equipment are housed. Large enti­
ties may have many mainframes at such a location. May be 
~sed, for instance, for centralized processing. Also spelled 

at,1 center. Also called dat a-processing center, or com­
puter center. 

datacom A d cronym for data communications. 
atanow Same as data flow. 

datanow di 
d agram Same as data fl ow diagram. 
atigram A bl k f 
, 11.e . oc ? data of a specific size, or of a maximum 
Piyi u;nsmnted 111 a TCP/IP network. In addition to the 
•rid ~a '. 3 datagram contains infom,ation such as the source 

dat cstmation addresses. Also called IP dntngrnm. 
1111art Sa d me as data mart 

/:•rnatlon Abbreviation of ~nln automation 
d 'Pllrt Same as data port • 
lt ~op I • 
"'11rct nd ' So~war~ that extracts dutn from multiple 
tlot like. 

1 
organi~.cs 11 for analysis, what-if scenarios, and 

• A device that can detect bit pn11ems traveling 

dBSPL 

nlong n tt11nsmi,,io11 line. Such a device may also be able to 
Intercept such patternq traveling through a,r 

dntascl Same as daln set 
datum Although the plural form of datum ,s data, data is 

commonly used in either the plural or singular form~ I. A 
single item of factual information, such as that derived from 
observation, experimentation, or calculation, especially that 
which is used for processing and/or further analysis. :Z. A 
single item of information which is represented in a manner 
suitable for digital transmission or computer use. 

daughter board Same as daughterboard. 
daughtcrboard A printed-circuit board which plugs directly 

into another, especially the motherboard. Although similar 
to an expansion board, a daughterboard accesses the moth­
erboard directly, and not through an expansion bus. Also 
spelled daughter board. Also called da ughtercard. 

daughtercard Same as daughterboard. 
DAVC Abbreviation of delayed automatic volume control. 
daylight lamp A lamp whose emitted light has a spectral 

distribution simi lar to that of daylight. 
dB Abbreviation of decibel. I. A dimensionless logar1thmic 

unit utilized to express the ratio of two powers or intensities, 
such as voltages, currents, or sound intensities. The number 
of decibels is equal to IO times the common logarithm of the 
ratio of the measured powers, or when comparing voltages, 
currents, or analogous acoustic quanti ties, it is 20 times the 
common logarithm. It is equal to 0.1 bets, or approximately 
0.1151 ncpcrs. :Z. In acoustics, the sound pressure ratio that 
determines the relative intensity of sounds, against a refer­
ence pressure. Such a pressure is usually defined as 20 mi­
cropascals, which is assigned a value of O decibels. Any­
thing above this O decibels threshold is considered to be au­
dible. Before pain sets in, a person with good hearing can 
listen at 120 decibels, or 20 pascals, which is a trillion times 
louder than O decibels. 

Db Chemical symbol for dubnium. 
DB-9 A data-bus connector with 9 pins. 
DB-IS A data-bus connector with 15 pins. 
DB-25 A data-bus connector with 25 pins. 
DB-37 A data-bus connector with 37 pins. 
DB-50 A data-bus connector with 50 pins. 
DB connector Abbreviation of data-bus connector. 
dB meter Abbreviation of decibel meter. An instrument 

which indicates, in decibels, the power level of a signal in 
reference to another, or to an arbitrary reference level. Its 
scale is calibrated logarithmically. Also called decibel-level 
meter. 

dB scale Abbreviation of decibel scale. A measurement scale 
based on dBs. An example is that utilized when describing 
dB SPL. 

dB sound pressure level Same as dB SPL. 

dB SPL Abbreviation of decibel ound pressure level. A 
measurement of sound pressure, e pressed in decibels, , ith 
respect to the threshold of hearing. The threshold of hearing 
is usually defined as 20 micropascals, , hich i assigned a 
value of O decibels. For example, leaves gently rustling 
produce a sound level of appro imately 15 dB PL, a , his­
per is about 30 dB SPL, the dial tone of a telephone is more 
or less 80 dB SPL, and an approaching sub\\ay train is 
somewhere around 110 dB SPL. aturnlly, each of the e 
approximations may nry quite a bit. For in tance, the type 
of train, its approaching speed, and station a ou 11c re 
some of the factors whi h affe t a dB PL reading 111 the 
case of 11 subway. For n pet'1lon \\ 1th good h aring, p.1m t, 
gins somewhere around 120 dB PL, ml there is 1mmNiate 
damage to hearing hove 150 dB PL. lso alleJ ound 
pre ur level ( 1 ). 
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ldco a ,cttc deck 

h h r r take uii Also spelled 'rldeo cassette. Also r" 1 c ot er ,o • • • ( l ) Id (5) 
.: lkd 'ldcotape (2). 'ldcoc:mctte tape , or v eo • 

,ld('(lca, cttc deck Same as ,ldeocasselte player. Also 

pclkd , idco ca,,cttc deck. 
idcoca\\Clte format A specific vldeoca setle format, such 
a\\ H , or S-VHS. Also spelled video cassette fo rmat. 

, ldcoca~ ctte player A device, such as a VHS player, which 
~ervcs lo record and playback videocassettes. Also spelled 
•ldco cassette player. lls abbreviation is VCR. Also called 

videocassette recorder, videocassette deck, videotape 
player, videotape recorder, videotape deck, or video (6). 

, ideoca ctte recorder Same as videocassette player. Also 
spelled , ideo ca sette recorder . lls abbreviation is VCR. 

, id coca ette tape Also spelled video cassette tape. 1. Same 
as , id coca ette. 2. Same as videotape (1 ). 

, ideoca t Abbreviation of video broadcast. An RF transmis­
sion, such as a TV broadcast, consisling of video signals in­
tended for public or general reception. 

, ideoCD Same as video CD. 
videoconferencing Conferencing in which sti ll or moving 

pictures are transmincd, usually along wilh voice and text, 
between users or cntilies at multiple locations. Such confer­
encing can use POTS for freeze-frame or jerky image 
transmission, although higher bandwidths can provide crisp 
real-time full-motion video. Also spelled video conferenc­
ing. Also called video teleconferencing. 

videodi c Also called Laserdisc. I. An optical disc format 
typically utilized for audio and video, such as movies and 
music. This format usually provides two analog and two 
digital audio channels, and its horizontal resolution is gener­
ally 425 lines. Also, a disc encoded in this format. Such 
discs are usually 12 or 8 inches in diameter, and a laserdisc 
player is required to read them. 2. Any optical disc format 
or disc. 

video~ho~e A~~reviation of video telephone. A telephone 
":'htch tn add1t1on to providing speech, and other audible 
s1gn~ls, h~s ~ display t~ present images. Such phones may 
~rov,d~ still images which are periodically updated, or real­
ume video. Also spelled video phone. 

videotape Also spell~d v_ideo. tape. I. A magnetic tape, such 
~ a V~S tape, wh_,ch 1s su11able for recording and playing 
video signals. A video tape is contained within a videocas­
sette. Also called videocassette tape (2). 2. Sam 
videoc.issette. e as 

vid~otape deck Same as videocassette player. Also spelled 
video lape deck. 

videotape forma t Same as videocassette format. 
$pellcd video tape format. Also 

videotape player Same as vi·' ucocassett c player. Al 
spelled video tape player. so 

videotape recorder Same as videocassette player. Also 
spelled video tape recorder. Its abbreviation is YTR 

videotape recording '!lie use of a vidcocassctt I · 
record TV • ' c P ayer to programming or other video content A I 
spelled video tape reco rding. • so 

, ldeotex Same as vldeotexl. 

vl~totext A service, such as teletext, in which text a d 1 !CS 8 d ·rv n grap l · . re presente on a screen, computer n1onit h 
hke, and which is used for shopping or prov'id'ingo·r, ror I e 
• I • 111,onna­

tlon sue 1 as wea1her or news. Also called vldeotcx. 
\-ldlc(JJ) A TV camera lube that is simpler than nn i 

1l11cun, and wl11ch 1s commonly utilized for closc~ ag_e o~­
J v. •circuit 

\-h:w I. 'Io ~ec: wl1a1 i~ d1bpluycd by n meter instrument c 
pulu 111•nut,ir, 'JV, o, the like Also th;,1 wli'icl • '1 °-111

• 
• j . ' ' 1 IS JC 111g 

'1t ,.,c:, ,2. 10 c~ubc 1,, he displ11ycd 1111 a screen such 
lh•I o/ ii IV or co111pu1cr • A specifi c pcrspecti~c of lhl~~ 

840 

. virtual 
wl11ch can be seen. For e addrt, 
4 1. xample a • 1 

• o use a viewer 5 In a d ' given angle r 
h h • atabase O a sc sue as t at of a relational d b managcrne cnt_ 

h' h d • ata ase a nt 5Ystc w 1c ala 1s presented. For • specific n, rn, 
the desired fields are displayeixamplc, a view in wh~nhner 1n 

. • ic on1 
viewable image The portion of d' Y 

f TV a !Splay SC 
o a or computer monitor, which has ~een, such as thai 
area. Computer CRTs for inst usable view 

h . • ance, usuall h ing 
space on t e sides of the image th k' Y ave a .;v 
I h h 

. , us ma mg th ,,, en 
arger t an I e size of viewable im e screen Jiu 

diagonally. ages. Usually measured 

viewer A separate computer application h' h . 
to interpret and view files and data wh~ h,c is called upon 

b b ,c could oth . 
not e seen y the current application. Al erw,se 
media files. For instance, a Web browser ~urefers t?_multi­
display video in a format that is not cu~en~j'" Uhhzed to 
Also called external viewer. Y supported 

viewfinder A device which serves to display an • 
d • h h. h . image corre spon mg to t at w 1c 1s being focused upon b -

h TV S 
. Y a camera, 

sue as ~ camera. uch a device may be O tical a 
electronic. Also called finder (2). p nd/or 

viewing screen The _viewing area of a display device such 
35 

a 
computer, TV, oscilloscope, or radar. 

view~ort 1. A specific portion of the text, graphics, or the like 
"".h1ch occupy the entire s~reen o~ a computer monitor at any 
given moment. 2. A specific portion of a window. 

vignetting A reduction in the brightness at the edges of an 
image, such as a photograph or slide. May be caused for 
instance, by a poor lens design or a partial obstruction.' Vi­
gnetting may also be utilized intentionally to highlight a 
given section ofan image. 

Villari effect An effect which is the converse of magne­
tostriction. That is, when a magnetostrictive material is 
mechanically deformed, a magnetic property, such as mag­
netic induction or permeability, changes. 

VINES A UNIX-based network operating system. It is an 
acronym for virtual networking system, virtual networking 
software, virtual network system, or virtual network soft­
ware. 

vinyl chloride A fl ammable and colorless gas whose chemical 
formula is C2H3CI. Widely utilized in lhe production of 
polymers such as polyvinyl chloride. 

vinyl plastic A plastic, such as polyvinyl chloride, made via 
the polymerization of vinyl chloride. 

viral marketing A marketing scheme intended to spread like 
a virus. For example, free email providers, such as Yahoo!, 
usually include an advertisement for their service in all 
emails sent, thus increasing its exposure each time an email 
is viewed. 

vi rgule In most computer operating systems, a charac~er 
which serves to denote division as seen for instance, in: 
2217. This character also serves ;o separa[e elements wit~in 
an internet address, as seen, for example in: 
h1tp:l/www.yipeeee.com/whoo/yaah.html. This character has 
a place on the keyboard, and is shown here between brack­
ets: [I ]. Also known as forward slash, or lash. 

vir tual . 1. That which is not real, but is perceived _as real, 
s~emmgly real , or which is otherwise simulated. Said espe­
cially of lhat which is computer-related or generated. F~r 
example, virtual reality, or virtual memory. 2. That which ,s 
rea!, bi~t appears or occurs elsewhere. Said especially oflh3t 
wluch is computer-related. For e ample, a conversation tie: 
~ween real people, each at their own lo ation, but O curnns 
tn ~ hat room ia a network. 3. Pertaining to coinput:~'. 
?11" 11~, nn(l/or logical con epts. The term is frequently ut 
lled interchangeably with related onnomtions of elec-
tronic, ctlglta l, loglcnl, or on line. . 

vlr tu nl ndtl1·css I • 1 I 1•0 11 "h1ch . . n v1rt11a memory a memory oc11 1 
is ass,g,~ed to II place in n se oncl;,ry storage device, such as 
11 hard dis~, as opposed to 1hat in R I. 
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