










































































































































































































































































Application No. 17/010, 113 
Amendment filed December 10, 2021 
Office Action mailed September 10, 2021 
BELDEN CANADA ULC et al. 

Docket number: G13569-00485-HM 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 to 13 remain in the case. Reconsideration in view of the following remarks 

and entry of the foregoing amendments are respectfully requested. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)(2) 

Claims 1-5 and 8-13 have been rejected as being anticipated by Sedor et al. ("US 

10,215,944") under 35 U.S.C. § 102. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection as 

follows. 

Claim 1 claims a modular fiber optic cassette system comprising inter alia a first set of 

cassettes comprising a first cassette width of one, two, three, four and six standard width 

units and a second cassette comprising a second cassette width different from said first 

cassette width and one of one, two, three, four and six standard width units. 

Sedor et al. discloses a modular fiber optic tray comprising fiber optic modules which 

are configured to engage with rails. In particular with reference to Fig. 7, Fig. 9 and Fig. 11 

Sedor et. al. discloses respectively two 12-optical fiber modules (30), three 8-optical fiber 

modules (40) and single 24-optical fiber module (20) all which fit in the same space of the 

tray. If, as characterized by the Examiner in his Official Action, each 8-optical fiber module 

(40) is of two unit widths 2U, the 12-optical fiber modules (30) would not have a width of 

3U. Indeed, as clearly shown in the figures, the 3 8-optical fiber modules (40) and 2 rails 

(180) occupy the same space as 2 12-optical fiber modules (40) and a single rail (180), or 

3*2U + 2*(width of rail) = 2*width of 12-optical fiber modules (40) +width of rail, or width of 

12-optical fiber modules (40) = 3U + V2 the width of a rail (180). 

Clearly, therefore, Sedor et al. fails to disclose a system where the cassettes have the 

dimensions of the those as claimed at Claim 1. 
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Application No. 17/010, 113 
Amendment filed February 21, 2022 
Final Office Action mailed December 21, 2021 
BELDEN CANADA ULC et al. 

REMARKS 

Claims 1 to 13 remain in the case. 

Docket number: G13569-00485-HM 

In his response to arguments part, the Examiner States " ... [t]he unit width of a module is 

not determined by its relationship with respect to a rail mounted on the same tray, but instead 

by the definitions set forth by the Specification." The Examiner continues on to find that as 

paragraph [0015] provides that a single receptacle accommodates four receptacles, then it is 

the presence of four receptacles that define the width, not the actual width, and therefore Sedor 

et al., which comprises 8 receptacles, discloses "two standard widths". 

Applicant respectfully disagrees with the Examiner's characterization of width and her 

finding that paragraph [0015] defines the width in terms of the number of receptacles. Indeed, 

nowhere does the speciation define width in such a fashion. In particular, such a definition of 

width makes no sense when viewed in respect to Claim 8, and where the standard width is 

defined in terms of a width of a front edge of a tray on which the cassettes are secured. 

Clearly, therefore, a person of ordinary skill in the art would understand that the width of a 

cassette is simply the width of the cassette from side to side and not some other "dimension" 

such as the number of receptacles or the like. 

REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)(2) 

Claims 1-5 and 8-13 have been rejected as being anticipated by Sedor et al. ("US 

10,215,944") under 35 U.S.C. § 102. Applicants respectfully traverse the rejection as follows. 

Claim 1 claims a modular fiber optic cassette system comprising inter alia a first set of 

cassettes comprising a first cassette width of one, two, three, four and six standard width units 

and a second cassette comprising a second cassette width different from said first cassette 
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11. The method for organising a tray of Claim §.-9, wherein said selected cassettes 

comprise a first cassette having a first width and a second cassette having a second 

width different from said first width. 

12. The method for organising a tray of Claim §.-9, wherein the width of the front edge 

is substantially evenly divisible by a maximum of twelve (12) of said standard width 

units. 

13. The method for organising a tray of Claim 11 ~, wherein said selected cassettes 

further comprise a third cassette comprising a third width different from said first width 

and said second width. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-13 allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Re. Claims 1-7, the prior art does not disclose or reasonably suggest a modular 

fiber optic cassette system, the system comprising a set of fiber optic cassettes, a 

selected plurality of the cassettes arrangeable side by side along said tray front end 

wherein each of said cassettes comprises a plurality of optic plug receiving receptacles 

arranged side by side in a row along a front thereof, a first of said set of cassettes 

comprising a first cassette width as measured between outer side edges thereof of one, 

two, three, four and six standard width units and a second of said cassettes comprising 

a second cassette width as measured between outer side edges thereof different from 

said first cassette width and one of one, two, three, four and six standard width units, 

wherein when arranged on the tray an outer side edge of each of said selected 

cassettes is directly adjacent an outer side edge at least one other selected cassette, in 

combination with the remaining limitations of the claims. 

Re. Claims 8-13, the prior art does not disclose or reasonably suggest a method 

for organising a tray comprising a front edge in a fiber optic interconnect system, the 
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