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[57] ABSTRACT 

Amounts of variation of data representing the shape of 
an abutment tooth are determined, and a train of points 
is extracted from the amounts of variation. Then a de­
veloped view of the surface shape of the abutment tooth 
is displayed, and the obtained train of points is also 
displayed in the developed view. The margin line for 
designing the artificial crown is determined, based on 
thus displayed train of points. 

13 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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METHOD FOR EXTRACTING A MARGIN LINE 
FOR DESIGNING AN ARTIFICIAL CROWN 

This is a continuation of application Ser. No. 5 
08/032,248 filed Mar. 17, 1993, now abandoned. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. Field of the Invention 
The present invention relates to a method for extract- 10 

ing the margin line for the designing of an artificial 
crown, which is used for complementing the defective 
part of a defective tooth. 

2. Related Background Art 
Conventionally, an artificial crown has been prepared 15 

by a manual process called waxing-up method, as 
shown in FIGS. 6A to 6C. At first a plaster cast of the 
abutment tooth, as shown in FIG. 6A, is prepared. The 
dentist forms the abutment tooth by shaping the dis­
eased part, and said plaster cast is prepared from an 20 
impression of said abutment tooth. Then a margin line 
61 is drawn on said plaster cast of the abutment tooth. 
The position of said margin line is determined by the 
dental technician, who observes the plaster cast and 
attaches marks where he thinks the margin line exists. 25 
Subsequently, as shown in FIG. 6B, molten wax is 
heaped on the plaster cast of the abutment tooth in such 
a manner that the wax does not overflow the margin 
line to the side of the plaster cast of the abutment tooth 
and that the wax is smoothly shaped in the vicinity of 30 
the margin line. In this manner the shape of the artificial 
crown is prepared as shown in FIG. 6C. An impression 
is prepared by thus prepared model of the artificial 
crown, and the artificial crown is prepared by said 
impression. 35 

In such conventional method, the determination of 
the margin line depends greatly on the skill of the tech­
nician. An inadequate margin between the abutment 
tooth and the artificial crown leads to the detachment of 
the artificial crown or to the dental caries inside the 40 
artificial crown. Also such inadequate margin requires 
additional adjustment by the dentist at the attachment 
of the artificial crown to the diseased part, thus necessi­
tating a longer time of treatment. 

The preparation of the artificial crown, which has 45 
been manually conducted up to now, will surely depend 
upon CAD/CAM (computer aided design/computer 
aided manufacturing) in the near future. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In anticipation of the CAD/CAM preparation of the 
artificial crown in the near future, the object of the 
present invention is to provide a method for extracting 
the margin line, capable of easy determination thereof. 

50 

The method of the present invention, for extracting 55 
the margin line at the designating of the artificial crown, 
comprises steps of: 

(a) determining the amounts of variation of the data 
representing the shape of the abutment tooth; 

(b) extracting a train of points that can be identified as 60 
a margin area, from said amounts of variation; and 

(c) determining the margin line based on said train of 
points. 

The above-mentioned method allows determination 
of a train of points that can be identified as the margin 65 
area by calculation. Also the margin line can be easily 
determined by plotting said train of points on a develop­
ment view of the surface. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING 

FIGS. IA and lB are views showing display states of 
the train of points in an embodiment of the margin line 
extracting method of the present invention; 

FIGS. 2A and 2B are views showing a calculation 
method for determining the train of points of the margin 
area and a method for preparing a development view in 
an embodiment of the margin line extracting method of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 3 is a development view with shaded display, in 
an embodiment of the margin line extracting method of 
the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a development view with line display in an 
embodiment of the margin line extracting method of the 
present invention; 

FIG. 5 is a view, showing a three-dimensional shape 
and a development view, both shown in a display de­
vice, in an embodiment of the margin line extracting 
method of the present invention; and 

FIGS. 6A to 6C are views showing the steps of prep­
aration of an artificial crown by the waxing-up method. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 

Now the present invention will be explained in detail 
with reference to a preferred embodiment thereof. 

At first, the shape of a plaster cast of the abutment 
tooth, prepared in the same manner as in the conven­
tional art, is measured to obtain shape data of said abut­
ment tooth. Said measurement can be achieved by a 
known technology, such as by CT scanning or by a 
three-dimensional measuring instrument. Thus the data 
indicating the three-dimensional shape of the abutment 
tooth are obtained from the measurement data. 

A train of points in the margin area is extracted from 
said data representing the three-dimensional shape of 
the abutment tooth, for example, by a method explained 
in the following: 

(1) At first, as shown in FIG. 2A, a central axis 22 of 
the three-dimensional shape 21 of the abutment 
tooth is determined: 

(2) There is considered a crossing line between a 
surfaces including the central axis 22 and a curved 
plane constituting the shape 21 of the abutment 
tooth. In FIG. 2A, a line 23 corresponds to said 
crossing line. Then calculated is the distance be­
tween the central axis 22 and each point on said 
crossing line 23, contained in the curved surface 
constituting the abutment tooth 21. Then the incli­
nation Si between the adjacent points is determined 
for each point i on the crossing line 23 in the fol­
lowing manner: 

Si=Jj-(j=i+ I) 

wherein Si is the inclination, and Ii is the distance from 
the central axis. 

(3) Based on the above-explained calculation, the 
margin area is defined at a point where the inclina­
tion crosses zero or where the variation of the 
inclination exceeds a certain value. More specifi­
cally, the margin area is defined at a point j satisfy­
ing: 

Si-Sj<O, 

or 



3 
5,417,572 

4 

lal ~constant, a=Sj+Si 

in which a represents the amount of variation of the 
inclination--:- 5 

The margin area can be extracted in the above­
explained manner. The foregoing explanation is limited 
to the calculation on the crossing line 23, but there can 
be selected plural planes containing the central axis 22. 
Consequently a train of points can be obtained by effect-

10 
ing the above-explained calculation on the crossing line 
corresponding to each plane. 

Then the train of points representing the margin area, 
determined in the above-explained manner, is displayed 
on a display unit. In this state, a development view of 

15 the shape of the abutment tooth is displayed, and said 
point train of the margin area is superposedly displayed. 
Said development view is obtained by developing the 
lateral surface of the three-dimensional shape of the 
abutment tooth and displaying said lateral surface in 

20 planar form. More specifically the developed data of 
the abutment tooth are prepared by developing the 
cylindrical surface from a broken line L shown in FIG. 
2B, and the development view is displayed, based on 
said developed data. The train of points representing 
the margin area is displayed on the corresponding posi- 25 

tion on said development view. FIG. 1A shows the 
display of said point train of the margin area on the 
developed view, wherein said points are connected by 
straight lines, and such connection can be made by 
hitting the points with a mouse. 30 

The development view can be displayed in a shaded 
display or a bent-line display as if seen from an oblique 
direction, selectively by a menu. FIG. 1A illustrates the 
shaded display. 

Subsequently there is executed a correction operation 35 

for the point train of the margin area extracted by calcu~ 
lation and the lines connecting the points. Said correc­
tion is conducted by hitting a displayed point and mov­
ing said point by giving an amount of variation by keys 
or a dial. 40 

Said correction operation will be explained in the 
following, with reference to FIG. 1A, in which shaded 
areas 12a, 12b slope gradually upward to an area 13. 
The area 13 constitutes a ridge line of a rise. The actual 
margin line is considered present in the vicinity of the 45 
peak of the rise in the developed view, namely in the 
area 13 in FIG. 1A. The point train 11 in FIG. 1A 
indicates the margin area determined by the aforemen­
tioned calculation. Most of the points of the train 11 are 
in the area 13, and can be considered close to the actual 50 
margin line. The points indicated by arrows are in the 
area 12b, namely on the sloped portion. These points, 
are considered deviated from the actual margin line, 
having been improperly obtained by the aforemen­
tioned calculation method, and have to be corrected in 55 
their positions. As explained above, the correction can 
be achieved by hitting a point to be corrected with a 
mouse and moving said point to a desired position by 
setting the amount of movement, for example by keys or 
adhl ~ 

The developed view of the abutment tooth and the 
three-dimensional shape thereof can be simultaneously 
displayed as shown in FIG. 5, wherein in addition to the 
display of the three-dimensional shape of the abutment 
tooth, the developed view is displayed in the upper part. 65 
The point train and the connecting lines, representing 
the margin area, can be displayed both in the three-di­
mensional shape and in the developed view. The above-

mentioned correcting operation for the points may be 
conducted on the display of the three-dimensional 
shape, but is more easily conducted on the two-dimen­
sional developed view. 

The amount of movement of the point for correction 
is reflected both on the developed data and on the three­
dimensional data. Consequently, when the point is 
moved on the developed view, the corresponding point 
in the display of the three-dimensional shape may also 
be moved in corresponding manner. 

After the points are corrected in position, they are 
again connected with straight lines. FIG. 3 shows a 
state in which the corrected points are again connected 
by the lines, and FIG. 4 shows a bent line display corre­
sponding to the state shown in FIG. 3. Of course, a 
display as shown in FIG. 4 may be employed for the 
correction of point positions, instead of the display as 
shown in FIG. 1A. 

The point train thus determined is converted into 
three-dimensional data, and formed as a curve as shown 
in FIG. 1B, and this curve corresponds to the margin 
line. Said margin line is registered in the shape data of 
the abutment tooth. 

The designing of the artificial crown can be made 
based on the shape data of the abutment tooth, in which 
thus determined margin line is registered. The margin 
line of the artificial crown to be designed can be made 
to coincide with the margin line registered in said shape 
data of the abutment tooth. 

As explained in the foregoing, the present invention 
simplifies the extraction of the margin line in the design­
ing of dental complement. As a result it is rendered 
possible to reduce the designing time and to improve 
productivity. 

Also the dental complement provides an improved 
durability, since the accuracy of the margin line is im­
proved in comparison with that in the prior art. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A method for extracting the margin line in the 

designing of an artificial crown, comprising steps of: 
obtaining data representing the shape of an abutment 

tooth; 
determining amounts of variation of the data repre­

senting the shape of the abutment tooth; 
extracting a train of points which can be identified 

as a margin area, from said amounts of variation; 
displaying said train of extracted points; and 
determining the margin line based on said dis­

played train of points. 
2. A method according to claim 1, further comprising 

a step of displaying a developed view of the surface 
shape of said abutment tooth and displaying said train of 
points in said developed view. 

3. A method according to claim 2, further comprising 
a step of connecting said points with straight lines. 

4. A method according to claim 3, wherein the mar­
gin line is determined by adjusting positions of points in 
said train and connecting the points in said train again 
with straight lines in the display. 

5. A method according to claim 2, wherein said de­
veloped view of the surface shape of the abutment tooth 
is displayed in shaded representation. 

6. A method according to claim 2, further comprising 
a step of displaying the three-dimensional shape of said 
abutment tooth and also displaying said train of points 
on said display of the three-dimensional shape. 
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7. A method according to claim 6, wherein a move­
ment of a point in said train displayed in said developed 

10. A method according to claim 1, further compris­
ing a step of connecting said points with straight lines. 

11. A method according to claim 10, wherein the 
margin line is determined by adjusting positions of 
points in said train and connecting the points in said 
train again with straight lines in the display. 

view of the surface shape causes a movement of the 
point of the train displayed in said three-dimensional 5 

shape. 
12. A method according to claim 1, further compris­

ing a step of displaying the three-dimensional shape of 
said abutment tooth and also displaying said train of 

10 points on said display of the three-dimensional shape. 

8. A method according to claim 1, further comprising 
a step of converting said train of points into three-di­
mensional data. 

9. A method according to claim 8, further comprising 
a step of registering the train of points, converted into 

said three-dimensional data, in the shape data of said 
abutment tooth. 15 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

55 

60 

65 

13. A method according to claim 12, wherein a move­
ment of a point in said train causes a movement of the 
point of the train displayed in said three-dimensional 
shape. 

* * * * * 
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