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1 

DISTRIBUTED VOICE USER INTERFACE 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED 
APPLICATIONS 

This Application is a continuation of U.S. application Ser. 

2 
implement a VUI on such devices as the speech recognition 
and speech output capabilities would be far too limited for 
practical use. 

SUMMARY 

The present invention provides a system and method for a 
No. 10/057,523, filed Jan. 22, 2002, which is a divisional of 
U.S. application Ser. No. 09/920,508, filed Apr. 12, 1999, 
now U.S. Pat. No. 6,408,272 issued Jun. 18, 2002. ThisAppli- 10 

distributed voice user interface (VUI) in which a remote 
system cooperates with one or more local devices to deliver a 
sophisticated voice user interface at the local devices. The 
remote system and the local devices may communicate via a cation relates to the subject matter disclosed in the following 

U.S. applications: U.S. application Ser. No. 08/609,699, filed 
Mar. 1, 1996, entitled "Method and Apparatus For Telephoni­
cally Accessing and Navigating the Internet", now U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,953,392 issued Sep. 14, 1999; and U.S. application Ser. 
No. 09/071,717, filed May 1, 1998, entitled "Voice User 
Interface With Personality", now U.S. Pat. No. 6,144,938 
issued Nov. 7, 2000. These applications are assigned to the 
present Assignee and are incorporated herein by reference. 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates generally to user interfaces 
and, more particularly, to a distributed voice user interface. 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO MICROFICHE 
APPENDICES 

suitable network, such as, for example, a telecommunications 
network or a local area network (LAN). In one embodiment, 
the distributed VUI is achieved by the local devices perform-

15 ing preliminary signal processing (e.g., speech parameter 
extraction and/or elementary speech recognition) and access­
ing more sophisticated speech recognition and/or speech out­
put functionality implemented at the remote system only if 
and when necessary. 

20 According to an embodiment of the present invention, a 
local device includes an input device which can receive 
speech input issued from a user. A processing component, 
coupled to the input device, extracts feature parameters 
(which can be frequency domain parameters and/or time 

25 domain parameters) from the speech input for processing at 
the local device or, alternatively, at a remote system. 

According to another embodiment of the present invention, 
a distributed voice user interface system includes a local 
device which continuously monitors for speech input issued 

30 by a user, scans the speech input for one or more keywords, 
and initiates communication with a remote system when a 
keyword is detected. The remote system receives the speech 
input from the local device and can then recognize words 

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document con­
tains material that is subject to copyright protection. The 
copyright owner has no objection to the facsimile reproduc­
tion by anyone of the patent disclosure as it appears in the 
Patent and Trademark Office patent files or records, but oth- 35 

erwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. 

therein. 
According to yet another embodiment of the present inven-

tion, a local device includes an input device for receiving 
speech input issued from a user. Such speech input may 
specify a command or a request by the user. A processing 
component, coupled to the input device, is operable to per-

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

A voice user interface (VUI) allows a human user to inter­
act with an intelligent, electronic device ( e.g., a computer) by 
merely "talking" to the device. The electronic device is thus 
able to receive, and respond to, directions, commands, 
instructions, or requests issued verbally by the human user. As 
such, a VUI facilitates the use of the device. 

A typical VUI is implemented using various techniques 
which enable an electronic device to "understand" particular 
words or phrases spoken by the human user, and to output or 
"speak" the same or different words/phrases for prompting, 
or responding to, the user. The words or phrases understood 
and/or spoken by a device constitute its "vocabulary." In 
general, the number of words/phrases within a device's 
vocabulary is directly related to the computing power which 
supports its VUI. Thus, a device with more computing power 
can understand more words or phrases than a device with less 
computing power. 

Many modern electronic devices, such as personal digital 
assistants (PD As), radios, stereo systems, television sets, 
remote controls, household security systems, cable and sat­
ellite receivers, video game stations, automotive dashboard 
electronics, household appliances, and the like, have some 
computing power, but typically not enough to support a 
sophisticated VUI with a large vocabulary-i.e., a VUI 
capable of understanding and/or speaking many words and 
phrases. Accordingly, it is generally pointless to attempt to 

40 form preliminary processing of the speech input. The pro­
cessing component determines whether the local device is by 
itself able to respond to the command or request specified in 
the speech input. If not, the processing component initiates 
communication with a remote system for further processing 

45 of the speech input. 
According to still another embodiment of the present 

invention, a remote system includes a transceiver which 
receives speech input, such speech input previously issued by 
a user and preliminarily processed and forwarded by a local 

50 device. A processing component, coupled to the transceiver at 
the remote system, recognizes words in the speech input. 

According to still yet another embodiment of the present 
invention, a method includes the following steps: continu­
ously monitoring at a local device for speech input issued by 

55 a user; scamiing the speech input at the local device for one or 
more keywords; initiating a connection between the local 
device and a remote system when a keyword is detected; and 
passing the speech input, or appropriate feature parameters 
extracted from the speech input, from the local device to the 

60 remote system for interpretation. 
A technical advantage of the present invention includes 

providing functional control over various local devices ( e.g., 
PDAs, radios, stereo systems, television sets, remote con­
trols, household security systems, cable and satellite receiv-

65 ers, video game stations, automotive dashboard electronics, 
household appliances, etc.) using sophisticated speech rec­
ognition capability enabled primarily at a remote site. The 
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speech recognition capability is delivered to each local device 
in the form of a distributed VUI. Thus, functional control of 
the local devices via speech recognition can be provided in a 
cost-effective manner. 

Another technical advantage of the present invention 
includes providing the vast bulk of hardware and/or software 
for implementing a sophisticated voice user interface at a 
single remote system, while only requiring minor hardware/ 
software implementations at each of a number of local 
devices. This substantially reduces the cost of deploying a 
sophisticated voice user interface at the various local devices, 
because the incremental cost for each local device is small. 
Furthermore, the sophisticated voice user interface is deliv­
ered to each local device without substantially increasing its 
size. In addition, the power required to operate each local 
device is minimal since most of the capability for the voice 
user interface resides in the remote system; this can be crucial 
for applications in which a local device is battery-powered. 
Furthermore, the single remote system can be more easily 
maintained and upgraded with new features or hardware, than 
can the individual local devices. 

4 
FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method of opera­

tion for a remote system, according to an embodiment of the 
present invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENTS 

The preferred embodiments of the present invention and 
their advantages are best understood by referring to FIGS. 1 

10 through 5 of the drawings. Like numerals are used for like and 
corresponding parts of the various drawings. 

Turning first to the nomenclature of the specification, the 
detailed description which follows is represented largely in 
terms of processes and symbolic representations of opera-

15 tions performed by conventional computer components, such 
as a central processing unit (CPU) or processor associated 
with a general purpose computer system, memory storage 
devices for the processor, and connected pixel-oriented dis­
play devices. These operations include the manipulation of 

20 data bits by the processor and the maintenance of these bits 
within data structures resident in one or more of the memory 
storage devices. Such data structures impose a physical orga­
nization upon the collection of data bits stored within com-

Yet another technical advantage of the present invention 
25 

includes providing a transient, on-demand connection 
between each local device and the remote system-i.e., com­
munication between a local device and the remote system is 
enabled only if the local device requires the assistance of the 
remote system. Accordingly, communication costs, such as, 30 

for example, long distance charges, are minimized. Further­
more, the remote system is capable of supporting a larger 
number oflocal devices if each such device is only connected 

puter memory and represent specific electrical or magnetic 
elements. These symbolic representations are the means used 
by those skilled in the art of computer programming and 
computer construction to most effectively convey teachings 
and discoveries to others skilled in the art. 

For purposes of this discussion, a process, method, routine, 
or sub-routine is generally considered to be a sequence of 
computer-executed steps leading to a desired result. These 
steps generally require manipulations of physical quantities. 
Usually, although not necessarily, these quantities take the 
form of electrical, magnetic, or optical signals capable of on a transient basis. 

Still another technical advantage of the present invention 
includes providing the capability for data to be downloaded 
from the remote system to each of the local devices, either 
automatically or in response to a user's request. Thus, the data 
already present in each local device can be updated, replaced, 
or supplemented as desired, for example, to modify the voice 
user interface capability (e.g., speech recognition/output) 
supported at the local device. In addition, data from news 
sources or databases can be downloaded ( e.g., from the Inter­
net) and made available to the local devices for output to 
users. 

Other aspects and advantages of the present invention will 
become apparent from the following descriptions and accom­
panying drawings. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a more complete understanding of the present inven­
tion and for further features and advantages, reference is now 
made to the following description taken in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 illustrates a distributed voice user interface system, 
according to an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 2 illustrates details for a local device, according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 3 illustrates details for a remote system, according to 
an embodiment of the present invention; 

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method of opera­
tion for a local device, according to an embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

35 
being stored, transferred, combined, compared, or otherwise 
manipulated. It is conventional for those skilled in the art to 
refer to these signals as bits, values, elements, symbols, char­
acters, text, terms, numbers, records, files, or the like. It 
should be kept in mind, however, that these and some other 

40 terms should be associated with appropriate physical quanti­
ties for computer operations, and that these terms are merely 
conventional labels applied to physical quantities that exist 
within and during operation of the computer. 

It should also be understood that manipulations within the 

45 computer are often referred to in terms such as adding, com­
paring, moving, or the like, which are often associated with 
manual operations performed by a human operator. It must be 
understood that no involvement of the human operator may be 
necessary, or even desirable, in the present invention. The 

50 operations described herein are machine operations per­
formed in conjunction with the human operator or user that 
interacts with the computer or computers. 

In addition, it should be understood that the programs, 
processes, methods, and the like, described herein are but an 

55 exemplary implementation of the present invention and are 
not related, or limited, to any particular computer, apparatus, 
or computer language. Rather, various types of general pur­
pose computing machines or devices may be used with pro­
grams constructed in accordance with the teachings described 

60 herein. Similarly, it may prove advantageous to construct a 
specialized apparatus to perform the method steps described 
herein by way of dedicated computer systems with hard­
wired logic or programs stored in non-volatile memory, such 
as read-only memory (ROM). 

65 Network System Overview 
Referring now to the drawings, FIG. 1 illustrates a distrib­

uted voice user interface (VUI) system 10, according to an 
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embodiment of the present invention. In general, distributed 
VUI system 10 allows one or more users to interact-via 
speech or verbal communication-with one or more elec­
tronic devices or systems into which distributed VUI system 
10 is incorporated, or alternatively, to which distributed VUI 
system 10 is connected. As used herein, the terms "con­
nected," "coupled," or any variant thereof, means any con­
nection or coupling, either direct or indirect, between two or 
more elements; the coupling or connection can be physical or 
logical. 

More particularly, distributed VUI system 10 includes a 
remote system 12 which may communicate with a number of 
local devices 14 ( separately designated with reference numer­
als 14a, 14b, 14c, 14d, 14e, 14{, 14g, 14h, and 14i) to imple­
ment one or more distributed VUis. In one embodiment, a 
"distributed VUI" comprises a voice user interface that may 
control the functioning of a respective local device 14 through 
the services and capabilities of remote system 12. That is, 
remote system 12 cooperates with each local device 14 to 
deliver a separate, sophisticated VUI capable of responding to 
a user and controlling that local device 14. In this way, the 
sophisticated VUis provided at local devices 14 by distributed 
VUI system 10 facilitate the use of the local devices 14. In 
another embodiment, the distributed VUI enables control of 
another apparatus or system ( e.g., a database or a website), in 
which case, the local device 14 serves as a "medium." 

Each such VUI of system 10 may be "distributed" in the 
sense that speech recognition and speech output software 
and/or hardware can be implemented in remote system 12 and 
the corresponding functionality distributed to the respective 
local device 14. Some speech recognition/output software or 
hardware can be implemented in each oflocal devices 14 as 
well. 

When implementing distributed VUI system 10 described 
herein, a number of factors may be considered in dividing the 
speech recognition/output functionality between local 
devices 14 and remote system 12. These factors may include, 
for example, the amount of processing and memory capabil-

6 
In one embodiment, a local device 14 uses elementary 

techniques ( e.g., the push of a button) to detect the onset of 
speech. Local device 14 then performs preliminary process­
ing on the speech waveform. For example, local device 14 
may transform speech into a series of feature vectors or fre­
quency domain parameters (which differ from the digitized or 
compressed speech used in vocoders or cellular phones). 
Specifically, from the speech waveform, the local device 14 
may extract various feature parameters, such as, for example, 

10 cepstral coefficients, Fourier coefficients, linear predictive 
coding (LPC) coefficients, or other spectral parameters in the 
time or frequency domain. These spectral parameters ( also 
referred to as features in automatic speech recognition sys­
tems), which would normally be extracted in the first stage of 

15 a speech recognition system, are transmitted to remote system 
12 for processing therein. Speech recognition and/or speech 
output hardware/software at remote system 12 (in communi­
cation with the local device 14) then provides a sophisticated 
VUI through which a user can input commands, instructions, 

20 or directions into, and/or retrieve information or obtain 
responses from, the local device 14. 

In another embodiment, in addition to performing prelimi­
nary signal processing (including feature parameter extrac­
tion), at least a portion of local devices 14 may each be 

25 provided with its own resident VUI. This resident VUI allows 
the respective local device 14 to understand and speak to a 
user, at least on an elementary level, without remote system 
12. To accomplish this, each such resident VUI may include, 
or be coupled to, suitable input/output devices ( e.g., micro-

30 phone and speaker) for receiving and outputting audible 
speech. Furthermore, each resident VUI may include hard­
ware and/or software for implementing speech recognition 
(e.g., automatic speech recognition (ASR) software) and 
speech output ( e.g., recorded or generated speech output soft-

35 ware). An exemplary embodiment for a resident VUI of a 
local device 14 is described below in more detail. 

A local device 14 with a resident VUI may be, for example, 

ity available at each oflocal devices 14 and remote system 12; 40 

the bandwidth of the link between each local device 14 and 

a remote control for a television set. A user may issue a 
command to the local device 14 by stating "Charmel four" or 
"Volume up," to which the local device 14 responds by chang­
ing the charmel on the television set to channel four or by 

remote system 12; the kinds of commands, instructions, 
directions, or requests expected from a user, and the respec­
tive, expected frequency of each; the expected amount of use 
of a local device 14 by a given user; the desired cost for 
implementing each local device 14; etc. In one embodiment, 
each local device 14 may be customized to address the spe­
cific needs of a particular user, thus providing a technical 
advantage. 

Local Devices 
Each local device 14 can be an electronic device with a 

processor having a limited amount of processing or comput­
ing power. For example, a local device 14 can be a relatively 
small, portable, inexpensive, and/or low power-consuming 
"smart device," such as a personal digital assistant (PDA), a 
wireless remote control ( e.g., for a television set or stereo 
system), a smart telephone (such as a cellular phone or a 
stationary phone with a screen), or smart jewelry (e.g., an 
electronic watch). A local device 14 may also comprise or be 
incorporated into a larger device or system, such as a televi­
sion set, a television set top box (e.g., a cable receiver, a 
satellite receiver, or a video game station), a video cassette 
recorder, a video disc player, a radio, a stereo system, an 
automobile dashboard component, a microwave oven, a 
refrigerator, a household security system, a climate control 
system (for heating and cooling), or the like. 

turning up the volume on the set. 
Because each local device 14, by definition, has a processor 

with limited computing power, the respective resident VUI 
45 for a local device 14, taken alone, generally does not provide 

extensive speech recognition and/or speech output capability. 
For example, rather than implement a more complex and 
sophisticated natural language (NL) technique for speech 
recognition, each resident VUI may perform "word spotting" 

50 by scarming speech input for the occurrence of one or more 
"keywords." Furthermore, each local device 14 will have a 
relatively limited vocabulary ( e.g., less than one hundred 
words) for its resident VUI. As such, a local device 14, by 
itself, is only capable of responding to relatively simple com-

55 mands, instructions, directions, or requests from a user. 
In instances where the speech recognition and/or speech 

output capability provided by a resident VUI of a local device 
14 is not adequate to address the needs of a user, the resident 
VUI can be supplemented with the more extensive capability 

60 provided by remote system 12. Thus, the local device 14 can 
be controlled by spoken commands and otherwise actively 
participate in verbal exchanges with the user by utilizing 
more complex speech recognition/output hardware and/or 
software implemented at remote system 12 (as further 

65 described herein). 
Each local device 14 may further comprise a manual input 

device-such as a button, a toggle switch, a keypad, or the 
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like-by which a user can interact with the local device 14 
(and also remote system 12 via a suitable communication 
network) to input commands, instructions, requests, or direc­
tions without using either the resident or distributed VUI. For 
example, each local device 14 may include hardware and/or 
software supporting the interpretation and issuance of dual 
tone multiple frequency (DTMF) commands. In one embodi­
ment, such manual input device can be used by the user to 
activate or tum on the respective local device 14 and/or ini­
tiate communication with remote system 12. 

Remote System 
In general, remote system 12 supports a relatively sophis­

ticated VUI which can be utilized when the capabilities of any 
given local device 14 alone are insufficient to address or 
respond to instructions, commands, directions, or requests 
issued by a user at the local device 14. The VUI at remote 
system 12 can be implemented with speech recognition/out­
put hardware and/or software suitable for performing the 
functionality described herein. 

The VUI of remote system 12 interprets the vocalized 
expressions of a user----communicated from a local device 
14-so that remote system 12 may itselfrespond, or alterna­
tively, direct the local device 14 to respond, to the commands, 
directions, instructions, requests, and other input spoken by 
the user. As such, remote system 12 completes the task of 
recognizing words and phrases. 

10 

8 
speech) and/or play-back (previously recorded speech). 
Speech generation capability can be implemented with text­
to-speech (TTS) hardware/software, which converts textual 
information into synthesized, audible speech. Speech play­
back capability may be implemented with an analog-to-digi­
tal (AID) converter driven by CD ROM (or other digital 
memory device), a tape player, a laser disc player, a special­
ized integrated circuit (IC) device, or the like, which plays 
back previously recorded human speech. 

In speech play-back, a person (preferably a voice model) 
recites various statements which may desirably be issued 
during an interactive session with a user at a local device 14 of 
distributed VUI system 10. The person's voice is recorded as 
the recitations are made. The recordings are separated into 

15 discrete messages, each message comprising one or more 
statements that would desirably be issued in a particular con­
text (e.g., greeting, farewell, requesting instructions, receiv­
ing instructions, etc.). Afterwards, when a user interacts with 
distributed VUI system 10, the recorded messages are played 

20 back to the user when the proper context arises. 
The reply messages generated by the VUI at remote system 

12 can be made to be consistent with any messages provided 
by the resident VUI of a local device 14. For example, if 
speech play-back capability is used for generating speech, the 

25 same person's voice may be recorded for messages output by 
the resident VUI of the local device 14 and the VUI ofremote 
system 12. If synthesized ( computer-generated) speech capa­
bility is used, a similar sounding artificial voice may be pro­
vided for the VUis of both local devices 14 and remote system 

The VUI at remote system 12 can be implemented with a 
different type of automatic speech recognition (ASR) hard­
ware/software than local devices 14. For example, in one 
embodiment, rather than performing "word spotting," as may 
occur at local devices 14, remote system 12 may use a larger 
vocabulary recognizer, implemented with word and optional 
sentence recognition grammars. A recognition grammar 
specifies a set of directions, commands, instructions, or 35 
requests that, when spoken by a user, can be understood by a 
VUI. In other words, a recognition grammar specifies what 
sentences and phrases are to be recognized by the VUI. For 
example, if a local device 14 comprises a microwave oven, a 
distributed VUI for the same can include a recognition gram­
mar that allows a user to set a cooking time by saying, "Oven 
high for half a minute," or "Cook on high for thirty seconds," 

30 12. In this way, the distributed VUI of system 10 provides to 
a user an interactive interface which is "seamless" in the sense 
that the user cannot distinguish between the simpler, resident 
VUI of the local device 14 and the more sophisticated VUI of 
remote system 12. 

In one embodiment, the speech recognition and speech 
play-back capabilities described herein can be used to imple­
ment a voice user interface with personality, as taught by U.S. 
patent application Ser. No. 09/071,717, entitled "Voice User 
Interface With Personality," the text of which is incorporated 

40 herein by reference. 
Remote system 12 may also comprise hardware and/or 

software supporting the interpretation and issuance of com­
mands, such as dual tone multiple frequency (DTMF) com­
mands, so that a user may alternatively interact with remote 

or, alternatively, "Please cook for thirty seconds at high." 
Commercially available speech recognition systems with rec­
ognition granimars are provided by ASR technology vendors 
such as, for example, the following: Nuance Corporation of 
Menlo Park, Calif.; Dragon Systems of Newton, Mass.; IBM 
of Austin, Tex.; Kurzweil Applied Intelligence of Waltham, 
Mass.; Lemout Hauspie Speech Products of Burlington, 
Mass.; and PureSpeech, Inc. of Cambridge, Mass. 

Remote system 12 may process the directions, commands, 
instructions, or requests that it has recognized or understood 
from the utterances of a user. During processing, remote 
system 12 can, among other things, generate control signals 
and reply messages, which are returned to a local device 14. 
Control signals are used to direct or control the local device 

45 system 12 using an alternative input device, such as a tele­
phone key pad. 

Remote system 12 may be in communication with the 
"Internet," thus providing access thereto for users at local 
devices 14. The Internet is an interconnection of computer 

50 "clients" and "servers" located throughout the world and 
exchanging information according to Transmission Control 
Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), Internetwork Packet 
eXchange/Sequence Packet exchange (IPX/SPX), Apple­
Talk, or other suitable protocol. The Internet supports the 

55 distributed application known as the "World Wide Web." Web 
servers may exchange information with one another using a 
protocol known as hypertext transport protocol (HTTP). 
Information may be communicated from one server to any 
other computer using HTTP and is maintained in the form of 

14 in response to user input. For example, in response to a user 
command of"Tum up the heat to 82 degrees," control signals 
may direct a local device 14 incorporating a thermostat to 
adjust the temperature of a climate control system. Reply 
messages are intended for the immediate consumption of a 
user at the local device and may take the form of video or 
audio, or text to be displayed at the local device. As a reply 
message, the VUI at remote system 12 may issue audible 
output in the form of speech that is understandable by a user. 65 

60 web pages, each of which can be identified by a respective 
uniform resource locator (URL). Remote system 12 may 
function as a client to interconnect with Web servers. The 
interconnection may use any of a variety of communication 
links, such as, for example, a local telephone communication 
line or a dedicated communication line. Remote system 12 
may comprise and locally execute a "web browser" or "web For issuing reply messages, the VUI of remote system 12 

may include capability for speech generation (synthesized proxy" program. A web browser is a computer program that 
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incorporate, servers and clients communicating with each 
other using the protocols (e.g., TCP/IP or UDP), addresses 
(e.g., URL), links (e.g., dedicated line), and browsers (e.g., 
NETSCAPE NAVIGATOR) described above. 

As an alternative, or in addition, to telecommunications 
network 16, local area network 18, or the Internet ( as depicted 
in FIG. 1 ), distributed VUI system 10 may utilize one or more 
other suitable communication networks. Such other commu­
nication networks may comprise any suitable technologies 

allows remote system 12, acting as a client, to exchange 
information with the World Wide Web. Any of a variety of 
web browsers are available, such as NETSCAPE NAVIGA­
TOR from Netscape Communications Corp. of Mountain 
View, Calif., INTERNET EXPLORER from Microsoft Cor­
poration of Redmond, Wash., and others that allow users to 
conveniently access and navigate the Internet. A web proxy is 
a computer program which (via the Internet) can, for 
example, electronically integrate the systems of a company 
and its vendors and/or customers, support business transacted 
electronically over the network (i.e., "e-commerce"), and 
provide automated access to Web-enabled resources. Any 
number of web proxies are available, such as B2B INTE­
GRATION SERVER from webMethods of Fairfax, Va., and 
MICROSOFT PROXY SERVER from Microsoft Corpora­
tion of Redmond, Wash. The hardware, software, and proto­
cols-as well as the underlying concepts and techniques­
supporting the Internet are generally understood by those in 
the art. 

10 for transmitting/receiving analog or digital signals. For 
example, such communication networks may comprise cable 
modems, satellite, radio, and/or infrared links. 

The connection provided by any suitable communication 
network (e.g., telecommunications network 16, local area 

15 network 18, or the Internet) can be transient. That is, the 
communication network need not continuously support com­
munication between local devices 14 and remote system 12, 
but rather, only provides data and signal transfer therebe­
tween when a local device 14 requires assistance from remote 

Communication Network 
20 system 12. Accordingly, operating costs ( e.g., telephone facil­

ity charges) for distributed VUI system 10 can be substan­
tially reduced or minimized. 

One or more suitable communication networks enable 
local devices 14 to communicate with remote system 12. For 
example, as shown, local devices 14a, 14b, and 14c commu­
nicate with remote system 12 via telecommunications net- 25 
work 16; local devices 14d, 14e, and 14f communicate via 
local area network (LAN) 18; and local devices 14g, 14h, and 
14i communicate via the Internet. 

Operation (In General) 
In generalized operation, each local device 14 can receive 

input in the form of vocalized expressions (i.e., speech input) 
from a user and may perform preliminary or initial signal 
processing, such as, for example, feature extraction compu­
tations and elementary speech recognition computations. The Telecommunications network 16 allows a user to interact 

with remote system 12 from a local device 14 via a telecom­
munications line, such as an analog telephone line, a digital 

30 local device 14 then determines whether it is capable of 
further responding to the speech input from the user. If not, 
local device 14 communicates-for example, over a suitable 
network, such as telecommunications network 16 or local 
area network (LAN) 18-with remote system 12. Remote 

Tl line, a digital T3 line, or an OC3 telephony feed. Telecom­
munications network 16 may include a public switched tele­
phone network (PSTN) and/or a private system ( e.g., cellular 
system) implemented with a number of switches, wire lines, 
fiber-optic cable, land-based transmission towers, space­
based satellite transponders, etc. In one embodiment, tele­
communications network 16 may include any other suitable 
communication system, such as a specialized mobile radio 
(SMR) system. As such, telecommunications network 16 
may support a variety of communications, including, but not 
limited to, local telephony, toll (i.e., long distance), and wire­
less ( e.g., analog cellular system, digital cellular system, Per­
sonal Communication System (PCS), Cellular Digital Packet 
Data (CDPD), ARDIS, RAM Mobile Data, Metricom Rico- 45 
chet, paging, and Enhanced Specialized Mobile Radio 
(ESMR)). Telecommunications network 16 may utilize vari-

35 system 12 performs its own processing, which may include 
more advanced speech recognition techniques and the access­
ing of other resources (e.g., data available on the Internet). 
Afterwards, remote system 12 returns a response to the local 
device 14. Such response can be in the form of one or more 

40 reply messages and/or control signals. The local device 14 
delivers the messages to its user, and the control signals 
modify the operation of the local device 14. 

ous calling protocols ( e.g., Inband, Integrated Services Digi-
tal Network (ISDN) and Signaling System No. 7 (SS7) call 
protocols) and other suitable protocols (e.g., Enhanced 50 
Throughput Cellular (ETC), Enhanced Cellular Control 
(EC2), MNPl0, MNPl0-EC, Throughput Accelerator (TX­
CEL), Mobile Data Link Protocol, etc.). Transmissions over 
telecommunications network system 16 may be analog or 
digital. Transmission may also include one or more infrared 55 
links (e.g., IRDA). 

In general, local area network (LAN) 18 connects a number 
of hardware devices in one or more of various configurations 
or topologies, which may include, for example, Ethernet, 
token ring, and star, and provides a path (e.g., bus) which 60 

allows the devices to communicate with each other. With 

Local Device (Details) 
FIG. 2 illustrates details for a local device 14, according to 

an embodiment of the present invention. As depicted, local 
device 14 comprises a primary functionality component 19, a 
microphone 20, a speaker 22, a manual input device 24, a 
display 26, a processing component 28, a recording device 
30, and a transceiver 32. 

Primary functionality component 19 performs the primary 
functions for which the respective local device 14 is provided. 
For example, iflocal device 14 comprises a personal digital 
assistant (PDA), primary functionality component 19 can 
maintain a personal organizer which stores information for 
names, addresses, telephone numbers, important dates, 
appointments, and the like. Similarly, iflocal device 14 com­
prises a stereo system, primary functionality component 19 
can output audible sounds for a user's enjoyment by tuning 
into radio stations, playing tapes or compact discs, etc. Iflocal 
device 14 comprises a microwave oven, primary functionality 
component 19 can cook foods. Primary functionality compo­
nent 19 may be controlled by control signals which are gen­
erated by the remainder oflocal device 14, or remote system 

local area network 18, multiple users are given access to a 
central resource. As depicted, users at local devices 14d, 14e, 
and 14f are given access to remote system 12 for provision of 
the distributed VUI. 

For communication over the Internet, remote system 12 
and/or local devices 14g, 14h, and 14i may be connected to, or 

65 12, in response to a user's commands, instructions, direc­
tions, or requests. Primary functionality component 19 is 
optional, and therefore, may not be present in every imple-
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mentation of a local device 14; such a device could be one 
having a sole purpose of sending or transmitting information. 

Microphone 20 detects the audible expressions issued by a 
user and relays the same to processing component 28 for 
processing within a parameter extraction component 34 and/ 
or a resident voice user interface (VUI) 36 contained therein. 
Speaker 22 outputs audible messages or prompts which can 
originate from resident VUI 36 oflocal device 14, or alterna­
tively, from the VUI at remote system 12. Speaker 22 is 
optional, and therefore, may not be present in every imple­
mentation; for example, a local device 14 can be implemented 
such that output to a user is via display 26 or primary func­
tionality component 19. 

Manual input device 24 comprises a device by which a user 
can manually input information into local device 14 for any of 
a variety of purposes. For example, manual input device 24 
may comprise a keypad, button, switch, or the like, which a 
user can depress or move to activate/deactivate local device 
14, control local device 14, initiate communication with 
remote system 12, input data to remote system 12, etc. 
Manual input device 24 is optional, and therefore, may not be 
present in every implementation; for example, a local device 
14 can be implemented such that user input is via microphone 
20 only. Display 26 comprises a device, such as, for example, 
a liquid-crystal display (LCD) or light-emitting diode (LED) 
screen, which displays data visually to a user. In some 
embodiments, display 26 may comprise an interface to 
another device, such as a television set. Display 26 is optional, 
and therefore, may not be present in every implementation; 
for example, a local device 14 can be implemented such that 
user output is via speaker 22 only. 

Processing component 28 is connected to each of primary 
functionality component 19, microphone 20, speaker 22, 
manual input device 24, and display 26. In general, process­
ing component 28 provides processing or computing capabil­
ity in local device 14. In one embodiment, processing com­
ponent 28 may comprise a microprocessor connected to ( or 
incorporating) supporting memory to provide the functional­
ity described herein. As previously discussed, such a proces­
sor has limited computing power. 

Processing component 28 may output control signals to 
primary functionality component 19 for control thereof. Such 
control signals can be generated in response to commands, 
instructions, directions, or requests which are spoken by a 
user and interpreted or recognized by resident VUI 36 and/or 
remote system 12. For example, iflocal device 14 comprises 
a household security system, processing component 28 may 
output control signals for disarming the security system in 
response to a user's verbalized command of "Security off, 
code 4-2-5-6-7." 

Parameter extraction component 34 may perform a number 
of preliminary signal processing operations on a speech 
waveform. Among other things, these operations transform 
speech into a series of feature parameters, such as standard 
cepstral coefficients, Fourier coefficients, linear predictive 
coding (LPC) coefficients, or other parameters in the fre­
quency or time domain. For example, in one embodiment, 
parameter extraction component 34 may produce a twelve­
dimensional vector of cepstral coefficients every ten millisec­
onds to model speech input data. Software for implementing 
parameter extraction component 34 is commercially avail­
able from line card manufacturers andASR technology sup­
pliers such as Dialogic Corporation of Parsippany, N.J., and 
Natural MicroSystems Inc. of Natick, Mass. 

Resident VUI 36 may be implemented in processing com­
ponent 28. In general, VUI 36 allows local device 14 to 
understand and speak to a user on at least an elementary level. 

12 
As shown, VUI 36 oflocal device 14 may include a barge-in 
component 38, a speech recognition engine 40, and a speech 
generation engine 42. 

Barge-in component 38 generally functions to detect 
speech from a user at microphone 20 and, in one embodiment, 
can distinguish human speech from ambient background 
noise. When speech is detected by barge-in component 38, 
processing component 28 ceases to emit any speech which it 
may currently be outputting so that processing component 28 

10 can attend to the new speech input. Thus, a user is given the 
impression that he or she can interrupt the speech generated 
by local device 14 (and the distributedVUI system 10) simply 
by talking. Software for implementing barge-in component 
38 is commercially available from line card manufacturers 

15 and ASR technology suppliers such as Dialogic Corporation 
of Parsippany, N.J., and Natural Micro Systems Inc. ofNatick, 
Mass. Barge-in component 38 is optional, and therefore, may 
not be present in every implementation. 

Speech recognition engine 40 can recognize speech at an 
20 elementary level, for example, by performing keyword 

searching. For this purpose, speech recognition engine 40 
may comprise a keyword search component 44 which is able 
to identify and recognize a limited number (e.g., 100 or less) 
ofkeywords. Each keyword may be selected in advance based 

25 upon commands, instructions, directions, or requests which 
are expected to be issued by a user. In one embodiment, 
speech recognition engine 40 may comprise a logic state 
machine. Speech recognition engine 40 can be implemented 
with automatic speech recognition (ASR) software commer-

30 cially available, for example, from the following companies: 
Nuance Corporation of Menlo Park, Calif.; Applied Lan­
guage Technologies, Inc. of Boston, Mass.; Dragon Systems 
ofNewton, Mass.; andPureSpeech, Inc. of Cambridge, Mass. 
Such commercially available software typically can be modi-

35 fled for particular applications, such as a computer telephony 
application. As such, the resident VUI 36 can be configured or 
modified by a user or another party to include a customized 
keyword grammar. In one embodiment, keywords for a gram­
mar can be downloaded from remote system 12. In this way, 

40 keywords already existing in local device 14 can be replaced, 
supplemented, or updated as desired. 

Speech generation engine 42 can output speech, for 
example, by playing back pre-recorded messages, to a user at 
appropriate times. For example, several recorded prompts 

45 and/or responses can be stored in the memory of processing 
component 28 and played back at any appropriate time. Such 
play-back capability can be implemented with a play-back 
component 46 comprising suitable hardware/software, which 
may include an integrated circuit device. In one embodiment, 

50 pre-recorded messages ( e.g., prompts and responses) may be 
downloaded from remote system 12. In this manner, the pre­
recorded messages already existing in local device 14 can be 
replaced, supplemented, or updated as desired. Speech gen­
eration engine 42 is optional, and therefore, may not be 

55 present in every implementation; for example, a local device 
14 can be implemented such that user output is via display 26 
or primary functionality component 19 only. 

Recording device 30, which is connected to processing 
component 28, functions to maintain a record of each inter-

60 active session with a user (i.e., interaction between distributed 
VUI system 10 and a user after activation, as described 
below). Such record may include the verbal utterances issued 
by a user during a session and preliminarily processed by 
parameter extraction component 34 and/or resident VUI 36. 

65 These recorded utterances are exemplary of the language 
used by a user and also the acoustic properties of the user's 
voice. The recorded utterances can be forwarded to remote 
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system 12 for further processing and/or recognition. In a 
robust technique, the recorded utterances can be analyzed (for 
example, at remote system 12) and the keywords recogniz­
able by distributed VUI system 10 updated or modified 
according to the user's word choices. The record maintained 

14 
processing the user's commands, instructions, directions, or 
requests, for example, within resident VUI 36. Iflocal device 
14 is not able to respond by itself ( e.g., it cannot recognize a 
user's spoken command) or, alternatively, if a user triggers 
local device 14 with a "wake up" command, local device 14 
initiates communication with remote system 12. Remote sys­
tem 12 may then process the spoken commands, instructions, 
directions, or requests at its own VUI and return control 
signals or speech to local device 14 for forwarding to primary 

at recording device 30 may also specify details for the 
resources or components used in maintaining, supporting, or 
processing the interactive session. Such resources or compo­
nents can include microphone 20, speaker 22, telecommuni­
cations network 16, local area network 18, connection 
charges (e.g., telecommunications charges), etc. Recording 
device 30 can be implemented with any suitable hardware/ 
software. Recording device 30 is optional, and therefore, may 
not be present in some implementations. 

10 functionality component 19 or a user, respectively. 
For example, local device 14 may, by itself, be able to 

recognize and respond to an instruction of "Dial number 
555-1212," but may require the assistance of remote device 
12 to respond to a request of "What is the weather like in 

15 Chicago?" Transceiver 32 is connected to processing component 28 
and functions to provide bi-directional communication with 
remote system 12 over telecommunications network 16. 
Among other things, transceiver 32 may transfer speech and 
other data to and from local device 14. Such data may be 
coded, for example, using 3 2-KB Adaptive Differential Pulse 20 

Coded Modulation (AD PCM) or 64-KB MU-law parameters 
using commercially available modulation devices from, for 
example, Rockwell International ofNewport Beach, Calif. In 
addition, or alternatively, speech data may be transfer coded 
as LPC parameters or other parameters achieving low bit rates 25 

( e.g., 4.8 Kbits/sec ), or using a compressed format, such as, 
for example, with commercially available software from Vox­
ware of Princeton, N.J. Data sent to remote system 12 can 
include frequency domain parameters extracted from speech 
by processing component 28. Data received from remote 30 

system 12 can include that supporting audio and/or video 
output at local device 14, and also control signals for control­
ling primary functionality component 19. The connection for 
transmitting data to remote system 12 can be the same or 
different from the connection for receiving data from remote 35 

system 12. In one embodiment, a "high bandwidth" connec­
tion is used to return data for supporting audio and/or video, 
whereas a "low bandwidth" connection may be used to return 
control signals. 

In one embodiment, in addition to, or in lieu of, transceiver 40 

32, local device 14 may comprise a local area network (LAN) 
connector and/ or a wide area network (WAN) connector (nei­
ther of which are explicitly shown) for communicating with 
remote system 12 via local area network 18 or the Internet, 
respectively. The LAN connector can be implemented with 45 

any device which is suitable for the configuration or topology 
( e.g., Ethernet, token ring, or star) of local area network 18. 
The WAN connector can be implemented with any device 

Remote System (Details) 
FIG. 3 illustrates details for a remote system 12, according 

to an embodiment of the present invention. Remote system 12 
may cooperate with local devices 14 to provide a distributed 
VUI for communication with respective users and to generate 
control signals for controlling respective primary functional­
ity components 19. As depicted, remote system 12 comprises 
a transceiver 50, a LAN connector 52, a processing compo­
nent 54, a memory 56, and a WAN connector 58. Depending 
on the combination oflocal devices 14 supported by remote 
system 12, only one of the following may be required, with 
the other two optional: transceiver 50, LAN connector 52, or 
WAN connector 58. 

Transceiver 50 provides bi-directional communication 
with one or more local devices 14 over telecommunications 
network 16. As shown, transceiver 50 may include a tele­
phone line card 60 which allows remote system 12 to com­
municate with telephone lines, such as, for example, analog 
telephone lines, digital Tl lines, digital T3 lines, or OC3 
telephony feeds. Telephone line card 60 can be implemented 
with various commercially available telephone line cards 
from, for example, Dialogic Corporation of Parsippany, N.J. 
(which supports twenty-four lines) or Natural MicroSystems 
Inc. ofNatick, Mass. (which supports from two to forty-eight 
lines). Among other things, transceiver 50 may transfer 
speech data to and from local device 14. Speech data can be 
coded as, for example, 32-KB Adaptive Differential Pulse 
Coded Modulation (AD PCM) or 64-KB MU-law parameters 
using commercially available modulation devices from, for 
example, Rockwell International ofNewport Beach, Calif. In 
addition, or alternatively, speech data may be transfer coded 
as LPC parameters or other parameters achieving low bit rates 
( e.g., 4.8 Kbits/sec ), or using a compressed format, such as, ( e.g., router) supporting an applicable protocol ( e.g., TCP/IP, 

IPX/SPX, or AppleTalk). 50 for example, with commercially available software from Vox­
ware of Princeton, N.J. Local device 14 may be activated upon the occurrence of 

any one or more activation or triggering events. For example, 
local device 14 may activate at a predetermined time (e.g., 
7:00 a.m. each day), at the lapse of a predetermined interval 
(e.g., twenty-four hours), or upon triggering by a user at 55 

manual input device 24. Alternatively, resident VUI 36 of 
local device 14 may be constantly operating-listening to 
speech issued from a user, extracting feature parameters ( e.g., 
cepstral, Fourier, or LPC) from the speech, and/or scanning 
for keyword "wake up" phrases. 60 

After activation and during operation, when a user verbally 
issues commands, instructions, directions, or requests at 
microphone 20 or inputs the same at manual input device 24, 
local device 14 may respond by outputting control signals to 
primary functionality component 19 and/or outputting 65 

speech to the user at speaker 22. If local device 14 is able, it 
generates these control signals and/or speech by itself after 

LAN connector 52 allows remote system 12 to communi-
cate with one or more local devices over local area network 
18. LAN connector 52 can be implemented with any device 
supporting the configuration or topology ( e.g., Ethernet, 
token ring, or star) oflocal area network 18. LAN connector 
52 can be implemented with a LAN card commercially avail­
able from, for example, 3COM Corporation of Santa Clara, 
Calif. 

Processing component 54 is connected to transceiver 50 
and LAN connector 52. In general, processing component 54 
provides processing or computing capability in remote sys­
tem 12. The functionality of processing component 54 can be 
performed by any suitable processor, such as a main-frame, a 
file server, a workstation, or other suitable data processing 
facility supported by memory ( either internal or external) and 
running appropriate software. In one embodiment, process-
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ing component 54 can be implemented as a physically dis­
tributed or replicated system. Processing component 54 may 
operate under the control of any suitable operating system 
(OS), such as MS-DOS, MacINTOSH OS, WINDOWS NT, 
WINDOWS 95, OS/2, UNIX, LINUX, XENIX, and the like. 

Processing component 54 may receive-from transceiver 

16 
may comprise one or more reference voice templates which 
store previous enunciations (or acoustic models) of certain 
words or phrases by particular users. Acoustic model compo­
nent 73 recognizes the speech of the same users based upon 
their previous enunciations stored in the reference voice tem­
plates. Grammar component 74 may specify certain words, 
phrases, and/or sentences which are to be recognized if spo­
ken by a user. Recognition grammars for grammar compo­
nent 74 can be defined in a grammar definition language 

50, LAN connector 52, and WAN connector58-commands, 
instructions, directions, or requests, issued by one or more 
users at local devices 14. Processing component 54 processes 
these user commands, instructions, directions, or requests 
and, in response, may generate control signals or speech 
output. 

For recognizing and outputting speech, a VUI 62 is imple­
mented in processing component 54. This VUI 62 is more 
sophisticated than the resident VUis 34 of local devices 14. 
For example, VUI 62 can have a more extensive vocabulary 
with respect to both the word/phrases which are recognized 
and those which are output. VUI 62 of remote system 12 can 

10 (GDL), and the recognition grammars specified in GDL can 
then be automatically translated into machine executable 
grammars. In one embodiment, grammar component 74 may 
also perform natural language (NL) processing. Hardware 
and/or software for implementing a recognition grammar is 

15 commercially available from such vendors as the following: 
Nuance Corporation of Menlo Park, Calif.; Dragon Systems 
of Newton, Mass.; IBM of Austin, Tex.; Kurzweil Applied 
Intelligence of Waltham, Mass.; Lernout Hauspie Speech 
Products of Burlington, Mass.; andPureSpeech, Inc. ofCam-

20 bridge, Mass. Natural language processing techniques can be 
implemented with commercial software products separately 
available from, for example, UNISYS Corporation of Blue 
Bell, Pa. These commercially available hardware/software 

be made to be consistent with resident VUis 34 of local 
devices 14. For example, the messages or prompts output by 
VUI 62 and VUis 34 can be generated in the same synthe­
sized, artificial voice. Thus, VUI 62 and VUis 34 operate to 
deliver a "seamless" interactive interface to a user. In some 
embodiments, multiple instances ofVUI 62 may be provided 
such that a different VUI is used based on the type of local 25 

device 14. As shown, VUI 62 of remote system 12 may 
include an echo cancellation component 64, a barge-in com­
ponent 66, a signal processing component 68, a speech rec­
ognition engine 70, and a speech generation engine 72. 

Echo cancellation component 64 removes echoes caused 
by delays ( e.g., in telecommunications network 16) or reflec­
tions from acoustic waves in the immediate environment of a 
local device 14. This provides "higher quality" speech for 
recognition and processing by VUI 62. Software for imple­
menting echo cancellation component 64 is commercially 
available from Noise Cancellation Technologies of Stamford, 
Conn. 

Barge-in component 66 may detect speech received at 
transceiver 50, LAN connector 52, or WAN connector 58. In 
one embodiment, barge-in component 66 may distinguish 
human speech from ambient background noise. When barge­
in component 66 detects speech, any speech output by the 
distributed VUI is halted so that VUI 62 can attend to the new 
speech input. Software for implementing barge-in component 
66 is commercially available from line card manufacturers 
andASR technology suppliers such as, for example, Dialogic 
Corporation of Parsippany, N.J., and Natural MicroSystems 
Inc. of Natick, Mass. Barge-in component 66 is optional, and 
therefore, may not be present in every implementation. 

can typically be modified for particular applications. 
Speech generation engine 72 allows remote system 12 to 

issue verbalized responses, prompts, or other messages, 
which are intended to be heard by a user at a local device 14. 
As depicted, speech generation engine 72 comprises a text­
to-speech (TTS) component 76 and a play-back component 

30 78. Text-to-speech component 76 synthesizes human speech 
by "speaking" text, such as that contained in a textual e-mail 
document. Text-to-speech component 76 may utilize one or 
more synthetic speech mark-up files for determining, or con­
taining, the speech to be synthesized. Software for imple-

35 menting text-to-speech component 76 is commercially avail­
able, for example, from the following companies: AcuVoice, 
Inc. of San Jose, Calif.; Centigram Communications Corpo­
ration of San Jose, Calif.; Digital Equipment Corporation 
(DEC) of Maynard, Mass.; Lucent Technologies of Murray 

40 Hill, N.J.; and Entropic Research Laboratory, Inc. of Wash­
ington, D.C. Play-back component 78 plays back pre-re­
corded messages to a user. For example, several thousand 
recorded prompts or responses can be stored in memory 56 of 
remote system 12 and played back at any appropriate time. 

45 Speech generation engine 72 is optional (including either or 
both of text-to-speech component 76 and play-back compo­
nent 78), and therefore, may not be present in every imple­
mentation. 

Memory 56 is connected to processing component 54. 
Signal processing component 68 performs signal process- 50 

ing operations which, among other things, may include trans­
forming speech data received in time domain format (such as 
ADPCM) into a series of feature parameters such as, for 
example, standard cepstral coefficients, Fourier coefficients, 
linear predictive coding (LPC) coefficients, or other param- 55 

eters in the time or frequency domain. For example, in one 
embodiment, signal processing component 68 may produce a 
twelve-dimensional vector of cepstral coefficients every 10 
milliseconds to model speech input data. Software for imple­
menting signal processing component 68 is commercially 60 

available from line card manufacturers and ASR technology 
suppliers such as Dialogic Corporation of Parsippany, N.J., 
and Natural MicroSystems Inc. of Natick, Mass. 

Memory 56 may comprise any suitable storage medium or 
media, such as random access memory (RAM), read-only 
memory (ROM), disk, tape storage, or other suitable volatile 
and/or non-volatile data storage system. 

Memory 56 may comprise a relational database. Memory 
56 receives, stores, and forwards information which is uti­
lized within remote system 12 and, more generally, within 
distributed VUI system 10. For example, memory 56 may 
store the software code and data supporting the acoustic mod­
els, grammars, text-to-speech, and play-back capabilities of 
speech recognition engine 70 and speech generation engine 
72 within VUI 64. 

WAN connector58 is coupled to processing component 54. 
WAN connector 58 enables remote system 12 to communi­
cate with the Internet using, for example, Transmission Con­
trol Protocol/Internet Protocol (TCP/IP), Internetwork 
Packet eXchange/Sequence Packet exchange (IPX/SPX), 

Speech recognition engine 70 allows remote system 12 to 
recognize vocalized speech. As shown, speech recognition 65 

engine 70 may comprise an acoustic model component 73 
and a grammar component 74. Acoustic model component 73 AppleTalk, or any other suitable protocol. By supporting 
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communication with the Internet, WAN connector 58 allows 
remote system 12 to access various remote databases contain­
ing a wealth of information (e.g., stock quotes, telephone 
listings, directions, news reports, weather and travel informa­
tion, etc.) which can be retrieved/downloaded and ultimately 
relayed to a user at a local device 14. WAN connector 58 can 
be implemented with any suitable device or combination of 
devices-such as, for example, one or more routers and/or 
switches----operating in conjunction with suitable software. 

18 
connection between itself and remote device 12, for example, 
via telecommunications network 16 or local area network 18. 

At step 112, local device 14 transmits data and/or speech 
input to remote system 12 for processing therein. Local 
device 14 at step 113 then waits, for a predetermined period, 
for a reply or response from remote system 12. At step 114, 
local device 14 determines whether a time-out has occurred­
i.e., whether remote system 12 has failed to reply within a 

In one embodiment, WAN connector 58 supports communi- 10 

cation between remote system 12 and one or more local 
devices 14 over the Internet. 

predetermined amount of time allotted for response. A 
response from remote system 12 may comprise data for pro­
ducing an audio and/or video output to a user, and/or control 
signals for controlling local device 14 (especially, primary 
functionality component 19). 

Operation at Local Device 
FIG. 4 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method 100 of 

operation for a local device 14, according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

Method 100 begins at step 102 where local device 14 waits 

Ifit is determined at step 114 that remote system 12 has not 
15 replied within the time-out period, local device 14 may ter­

minate processing, and method 100 ends. Otherwise, if a 
time-out has not yet occurred, then at step 116 processing 
component 28 determines whether a response has been 
received from remote system 12. If no response has yet been for some activation event, or particular speech issued from a 

user, which initiates an interactive user session, thereby acti­
vating processing within local device 14. Such activation 
event may comprise the lapse of a predetermined interval 
(e.g., twenty-four hours) or triggering by a user at manual 
input device 24, or may coincide with a predetermined time 
(e.g., 7:00 a.m. each day). In another embodiment, the acti- 25 

vation event can be speech from a user. Such speech may 
comprise one or more commands in the form ofkeywords­
e.g., "Start," "Turn on," or simply "On"-which are recog­
nizable by resident VUI 36 oflocal device 14. If nothing has 
occurred to activate or start processing within local device 14, 
method 100 repeats step 102. When an activating event does 
occur, and hence, processing is initiated within local device 

20 received from remote system 12, method 100 returns to step 
113 where local device 14 continues to wait. Local device 14 
repeats steps 113, 114, and 116 until either the time-out 
period has lapsed or, alternatively, a response has been 
received from remote system 12. 

After a response has been received from remote system 12, 
then at step 118 local device 14 may terminate the connection 
between itself and remote device 12. In one embodiment, if 
the connection comprises a toll-bearing public switched tele­
phone network (PSTN) connection, termination can be auto-

30 matic (e.g., after the lapse of a time-out period). In another 
embodiment, termination is user-activated; for example, the 
user may enter a predetermined series of dual tone multiple 
frequency (DTMF) signals at manual input device 24. 14, method 100 moves to step 104. 

At step 104, local device 14 receives speech input from a 
user at microphone 20. This speech input-which may com­
prise audible expressions of commands, instructions, direc­
tions, or requests spoken by the user-is forwarded to pro­
cessing component 28. At step 106 processing component 28 
processes the speech input. Such processing may comprise 
preliminary signal processing, which can include parameter 
extraction and/or speech recognition. For parameter extrac­
tion, parameter extraction component 34 transforms the 
speech input into a series of feature parameters, such as 
standard cepstral coefficients, Fourier coefficients, LPC coef­
ficients, or other parameters in the time or frequency domain. 
For speech recognition, resident VUI 3 6 distinguishes speech 
using barge-in component 38, and may recognize speech at an 
elementary level (e.g., by performing key-word searching), 
using speech recognition engine 40. 

As speech input is processed, processing component 28 
may generate one or more responses. Such response can be a 
verbalized response which is generated by speech generation 
engine 42 and output to a user at speaker 22. Alternatively, the 
response can be in the form of one or more control signals, 
which are output from processing component 28 to primary 
functionality component 19 for control thereof. Steps 104 and 
106 may be repeated multiple times for various speech input 
received from a user. 

At step 108, processing component 28 determines whether 
processing of speech input locally at local device 14 is suffi­
cient to address the commands, instructions, directions, or 
requests from a user. If so, method 100 proceeds to step 120 
where local device 14 takes action based on the processing, 
for example, by replying to a user and/or controlling primary 
functionality component 19. Otherwise, iflocal processing is 
not sufficient, then at step 110, local device 14 establishes a 

At step 120, local device 14 takes action based upon the 
35 response from remote system 12. This may include outputting 

a reply message (audible or visible) to the user and/or con­
trolling the operation of primary functionality component 19. 

At step 122, local device 14 determines whether this inter­
active session with a user should be ended. For example, in 

40 one embodiment, a user may indicate his or her desire to end 
the session by ceasing to interact with local device 14 for a 
predetermined (time-out) period, or by entering a predeter­
mined series of dual tone multiple frequency (DTMF) signals 
at manual input device 24. If it is determined at step 122 that 

45 the interactive session should not be ended, then method 100 
returns to step 104 where local device 14 receives speech 
from a user. Otherwise, if it is determined that the session 
should be ended, method 100 ends. 

50 Operation at Remote System 
FIG. 5 is a flow diagram of an exemplary method 200 of 

operation for remote system 12, according to an embodiment 
of the present invention. 

Method 200 begins at step 202 where remote system 12 
55 awaits user input from a local device 14. Such input-which 

may be received at transceiver 50, LAN connector 52, or 
WAN connector 58-may specify a command, instruction, 
direction, or request from a user. The input can be in the form 
of data, such as a DTMF signal or speech. When remote 

60 system 12 has received an input, such input is forwarded to 
processing component 54. 

Processing component 54 then processes or operates upon 
the received input. For example, assuming that the input is in 
the form of speech, echo cancellation component 64 ofVUI 

65 62 may remove echoes caused by transmission delays or 
reflections, and barge-in component 66 may detect the onset 
of human speech. Furthermore, at step 204, speech recogni-
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tion engine 70 ofVUI 62 compares the command, instruction, 
direction, or request specified in the input against grammars 
which are contained in grammar component 74. These gram­
mars may specify certain words, phrases, and/or sentences 
which are to be recognized if spoken by a user. Alternatively, 
speech recognition engine 70 may compare the speech input 
against one or more acoustic models contained in acoustic 
model component 73. 

20 
termined number of attempts may be provided for a user to 
input speech in this way; a counter for keeping track of these 
attempts is reset each time method 200 performs step 202, 
where input speech is initially received. Ifit is determined that 
there are additional attempts left, then method 200 returns to 
step 216 where remote system 12 (via local device 14) 
requests that the user select from the list. Alternatively, if it is 
determined that no attempts are left (and hence, remote sys­
tem 12 has failed to receive any speech input that it can At step 206, processing component 62 determines whether 

there is a match between the verbalized command, instruc­
tion, direction, or request spoken by a user and a grammar ( or 
acoustic model) recognizable by speech recognition engine 
70. If so, method 200 proceeds to step 224 where remote 
system 12 responds to the recognized command, instruction, 
direction, or request, as further described below. On the other 
hand, if it is determined at step 206 that there is no match 
(between a grammar (or acoustic model) and the user's spo­
ken command, instruction, direction, or request), then at step 
208 remote system 12 requests more input from a user. This 
can be accomplished, for example, by generating a spoken 
request in speech generation engine 72 (using either text-to­
speech component 76 or play-back component 78) and then 
forwarding such request to local device 14 for output to the 

10 recognize), method 200 moves to step 226. 
At step 224, remote system 12 responds to the command, 

instruction, direction or request from a user. Such response 
may include accessing the Internet via LAN connector 58 to 
retrieve requested data or information. Furthermore, such 

15 response may include generating one or more vocalized 
replies (for output to a user) or control signals (for directing or 
controlling local device 14). 

At step 226, remote system 12 determines whether this 
session with local device 14 should be ended (for example, if 

20 a time-out period has lapsed). If not, method 200 returns to 
step 202 where remote system 12 waits for another command, 
instruction, direction, or request from a user. Otherwise, if it 
is determined at step 216 that there should be an end to this 

user. session, method 200 ends. 
In an alternative operation, rather than passively waiting 

for user input from a local device 14 to initiate a session 
between remote system 12 and the local device, remote sys­
tem 12 actively triggers such a session. For example, in one 
embodiment, remote system 12 may actively monitor stock 

When remote system 12 has received more spoken input 25 

from the user (at transceiver 50, LAN connector 52, or WAN 
connector 58), processing component 54 again processes the 
received input (for example, using echo cancellation compo­
nent 64 and barge-in component 66). At step 210, speech 
recognition engine 70 compares the most recently received 
speech input against the grammars of grammar component 7 4 

30 prices on the Internet and initiate a session with a relevant 
local device 14 to inform a user when the price of a particular 
stock rises above, or falls below, a predetermined level. ( or the acoustic models of acoustic model component 73). 

At step 212, processing component 54 determines whether 
there is a match between the additional input and the gram­
mars ( or the acoustic models). If there is a match, method 200 
proceeds to step 224. Alternatively, ifthere is no match, then 
at step 214 processing component 54 determines whether 
remote system 12 should again attempt to solicit speech input 
from the user. In one embodiment, a predetermined number 

Accordingly, as described herein, the present invention 
provides a system and method for a distributed voice user 

35 interface (VUI) in which remote system 12 cooperates with 
one or more local devices 14 to deliver a sophisticated voice 
user interface at each oflocal devices 14. 

of attempts may be provided for a user to input speech; a 40 

counter for keeping track of these attempts is reset each time 
method 200 performs step 202, where input speech is initially 
received. If it is determined that there are additional attempts 
left, then method 200 returns to step 208 where remote system 
12 requests (via local device 14) more input from a user. 

Otherwise, method 200 moves to step 216 where process­
ing component 54 generates a message directing the user to 
select from a list of commands or requests which are recog­
nizable by VUI 62. This message is forwarded to local device 

45 

14 for output to the user. For example, in one embodiment, the 50 

list of commands or requests is displayed to a user on display 
26.Alternatively, the list can be spoken to the user via speaker 
22. 

In response to the message, the user may then select from 
the list by speaking one or more of the commands or requests. 55 

This speech input is then forwarded to remote system 12. At 
step 218, speech recognition engine 70 ofVUI 62 compares 
the speech input against the grammars ( or the acoustic mod­
els) contained therein. 

At step 220, processing component 54 determines whether 60 

there is a match between the additional input and the gram­
mars ( or the acoustic models). If there is a match, method 200 
proceeds to step 224. Otherwise, ifthere is no match, then at 
step 222 processing component 54 determines whether 
remote system 12 should again attempt to solicit speech input 65 

from the user by having the user select from the list of recog­
nizable commands or requests. In one embodiment, a prede-

Although particular embodiments of the present invention 
have been shown and described, it will be obvious to those 
skilled in the art that changes and modifications may be made 
without departing from the present invention in its broader 
aspects, and therefore, the appended claims are to encompass 
within their scope all such changes and modifications that fall 
within the true scope of the present invention. 

What is claimed is: 
1. A local device comprising: 
a primary functionality component; 
an input component configured to receive speech input; 
a processing component coupled to the input component, 

the processing component configured to: 
identify keywords in the speech input, 
determine whether the local device is capable of pro­

cessing the speech input based on whether one or 
more keywords are identified in the speech input, 

if the local device is capable of processing the speech 
input, process the speech input, generate correspond­
ing local control signals, and transmit the local control 
signals to the primary functionality component to 
direct an action in the primary functionality compo­
nent, and 

if the local device is not capable of processing the speech 
input, extract feature parameters from the speech 
input for processing at a remote system, receive 
remote control signals from the remote system 
responsive to the remote system performing speech 
recognition on the feature parameters by storing an 
acoustic model of the feature parameters and recog-
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mzmg a command based on a previously stored 
acoustic model associated with the local device to 
address specific characteristics of the feature param­
eters, and send the remote control signals to the pri­
mary functionality component; and 

a transceiver coupled to the processing component and 
configured to establish communications between the 
local device and the remote system, wherein the com­
munications comprise: 
high bandwidth communications configured to return 10 

data supporting audio or video output at the local 
device, and 

low bandwidth communications configured to return 
data supporting the remote control signals. 

2. The local device of claim 1, further comprising a manual 15 

input component configured to allow manual initiation of the 
communications. 

3. The local device of claim 1, wherein the processing 
component is configured to transmit the feature parameters to 
the remote system for speech recognition processing. 

4. The local device of claim 1, further comprising a record­
ing component configured to record the speech input. 

20 

22 
if the local device is capable of processing the speech input, 

then 
processing the speech input at the local device, 
generating corresponding local control signals, and 
transmitting the local control signals to the primary 

functionality component to direct an action in the 
primary functionality component; and 

if the local device is not capable of processing the speech 
input, then 
extracting feature parameters from the speech input for 

processing at the remote system, 
sending the feature parameters to the remote system for 

processing by storing an acoustic model of the feature 
parameters and recognizing a command based on a 
previously stored acoustic model associated with the 
local device to address specific characteristics of the 
feature parameters, 

receiving remote control signals from the remote system 
responsive to the feature parameters via the low band­
width communications, and 

sending the remote control signals to the primary func­
tionality component. 

14. The method of claim 13, wherein establishing commu­
nications between the local device and the remote system 

5. The local device of claim 4, wherein the recording com­
ponent is configured to play back the recorded speech input 
for transmission to the remote system. 25 comprises: 

6. The local device of claim 1, wherein the processing 
component comprises a speech generation engine configured 
to generate speech output. 

7. The local device of claim 6, wherein the speech output 
generated by the speech generation engine is consistent with 30 

speech output generated by the remote system. 
8. The local device of claim 1, wherein the local device is 

configured to analyze the speech input to extract feature 
parameters and to send a signal based upon the extracted 
feature parameters to the remote system. 35 

9. The local device of claim 1, wherein both the local 
device and the remote system analyze the speech input in 
order to extract feature parameters. 

10. The local device of claim 1, wherein the local device 
40 

comprises at least one of a personal digital assistant, a smart 
telephone, a remote control device, a household appliance, an 
entertainment system, a security system, and a climate con-
trol system. 

11. The local device of claim 1, wherein the processing 
45 

component is further configured to replace a keyword in the 
set of known keywords based on the update from the remote 
system. 

12. The local device of claim 1, wherein the processing 
component is further configured to add a keyword to the set of 50 
known keywords based on the update from the remote sys-

establishing the communications between the local device 
and the remote system upon manual initiation. 

15. The method of claim 13, wherein establishing commu­
nications between the local device and a remote system com­
prises: 

establishing the communications between the local device 
and the remote system upon identification of a wake up 
command. 

16. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
transmitting the feature parameters to the remote system 

for processing. 
17. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
recording the speech input. 
18. The method of claim 17, further comprising: 
playing back the recorded speech input for transmission to 

the remote system. 
19. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
generating a first speech output. 
20. The method of claim 19, further comprising: 
receiving a second speech output from the remote system, 

wherein the first speech output is consistent with the 
second speech output. 

21. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
analyzing the speech input for the feature parameters; and 
sending a signal based upon the feature parameters to the 

remote system. 
tern. 

13. A method of providing a voice interface for a primary 
functionality component in a local device, comprising: 

receiving, at the local device, a speech input; 
identifying keywords in the speech input; 

22. The method of claim 13, wherein modifying the set of 
known keywords based at least in part on the update from the 
remote system comprises replacing a keyword in the set of 

55 known keywords. 

establishing communications between the local device and 
a remote system, wherein the communications com­
prise: 

23. The method of claim 13, wherein modifying the set of 
known keywords based at least in part on the update from the 
remote system comprises adding a keyword to the set of 
known keywords. 

24. The method of claim 13, further comprising: 
storing a previous enunciation of a certain word. 

high bandwidth communications configured to return 60 

data supporting audio or video output at the local 
device, and 25. A tangible computer readable medium having stored 

thereon computer-executable instructions that, if executed by 
a computing device, cause the computing device to perform a 

65 method comprising: 

low bandwidth communications configured to return 
data supporting the remote control signals; 

determining, at the local device, whether the local device is 
capable of processing the speech input based on whether 
one or more keywords are identified in the speech input; 

receiving, at the local device, a speech input; 
identifying keywords in the speech input; 
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establishing communications between the local device and 
a remote system, wherein the communications com­
prise: 
high bandwidth communications configured to return 

data supporting audio or video output at the local 
device, and 

24 
sending a signal based upon the extracted feature param­

eters to the remote system. 
storing a previous enunciation of a certain word. 
34. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 

modifying the set of known keywords based at least in part on 
the update from the remote system comprises replacing a 
keyword in the set of known keywords. low bandwidth communications configured to return 

data supporting the remote control signals; 
determining, at the local device, whether the local device is 

capable of processing the speech input based on whether 
one or more keywords are identified in the speech input; 

35. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 
modifying the set of known keywords based at least in part on 

10 the update from the remote system comprises adding a key­
word to the set of known keywords. 

if the local device is capable of processing the speech input, 
then 
processing the speech input at the local device, 
generating corresponding local control signals, and 
transmitting the local control signals to the primary 

functionality component to direct an action in the 
primary functionality component; and 

if the local device is not capable of processing the speech 
input, then 
extracting feature parameters from the speech input for 

processing at the remote system, 

15 

20 

sending the feature parameters to the remote system for 
processing by storing an acoustic model of the feature 
parameters and recognizing a command based on a 25 

previously stored acoustic model associated with the 
local device to address specific characteristics of the 
feature parameter, 

receiving remote control signals from the remote system 
responsive to the feature parameters via the low band- 30 

width communications, and 
sending the remote control signals to the primary func­

tionality component. 
26. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 

establishing communications between the local device and 35 

the remote system comprises: 
establishing the communications between the local device 

and the remote system upon manual initiation. 
27. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 

establishing communications between the local device and 40 

the remote system comprises: 
establishing the communications between the local device 

and the remote system upon identification of a wake up 
command. 

28. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 45 

the method further comprises: 
transmitting the feature parameters to the remote system 

for processing. 
29. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 

the method further comprises: 
recording the speech input. 
30. The computer program product of claim 29, wherein 

the method further comprises: 
playing back the recorded speech input for transmission to 

the remote system. 
31. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 

the method further comprises: 
generating a first speech output. 
32. The computer program product of claim 31, wherein 

the method further comprises: 
receiving a second speech output from the remote system, 

wherein the first speech output is consistent with the 
second speech output. 

33. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 
the method further comprises: 

analyzing the speech input in order to extract feature 
parameters; and 

50 

55 

60 

65 

36. The computer program product of claim 25, wherein 
the method further comprises: 

storing a previous enunciation of a certain word. 
37. A local device comprising: 
receiving means to receive a speech input; 
identifying means to identify keywords in the speech input; 
establishing means to establish communications between 

the local device and a remote system, wherein the com­
munications comprise: 
high bandwidth communications configured to return 

data supporting audio or video output at the local 
device, and 

low bandwidth communications configured to return 
data supporting the remote control signals; 

determining means to determine whether a local device is 
capable of processing the speech input based on whether 
one or more keywords are identified in the speech input; 

first responding means to respond to the speech input if the 
determining means determines that the local device is 
capable of processing the speech input, comprising: 
processing means to process the speech input at the local 

device, 
generating means to generate corresponding local con­

trol signals, and 
transmitting means to transmit the local control signals 

to a primary functionality component to direct an 
action in the primary functionality component; and 

second responding means to respond to the speech input if 
the determining means determines that the local device 
is not capable of processing the speech input, compris­
ing: 
extracting means to extract feature parameters from the 

speech input for processing at the remote system, 
first sending means to send the feature parameters to the 

remote system for processing by storing an acoustic 
model of the feature parameters and recognizing a 
command based on a previously stored acoustic 
model associated with the local device to address 
specific characteristics of the feature parameter, 

receiving means to receive remote control signals from 
the remote system responsive to the feature param­
eters via the low bandwidth communications, and 

second sending means to send the remote control signals 
to the primary functionality component. 

38. A local device comprising: 
a primary functionality component; 
an input component configured to receive speech input; 
a processing component coupled to the input component, 

the processing component configured to: 
identify keywords in the speech input, 
determine whether the local device is capable of pro­

cessing the speech input based on whether one or 
more keywords are identified in the speech input, 

if the local device is capable of processing the speech 
input, process the speech input, generate correspond­
ing local control signals, and transmit the local control 
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signals to the primary functionality component to 
direct an action in the primary functionality compo­
nent, and 

if the local device is not capable of processing the speech 
input, extract feature parameters from the speech 
input for processing at a remote system, receive 
remote control signals from the remote system 
responsive to the remote system performing speech 
recognition on the feature parameters by storing an 
acoustic model of the feature parameters and recog- 10 

nizing a command based on a previously stored 
acoustic model associated with the local device to 
address specific characteristics of the feature param­
eters, and send the remote control signals to the pri-
mary functionality component; and 15 

a recording component configured to record the speech 
input and to play back the recorded speech input for 
transmission to the remote system. 

39. A method of providing a voice interface for a primary 
functionality component in a local device, comprising: 20 

receiving, at the local device, a speech input; 
identifying keywords in the speech input; 
determining, at the local device, whether the local device is 

capable of processing the speech input based on whether 
one or more keywords are identified in the speech input; 25 

if the local device is capable of processing the speech input, 
then 
processing the speech input at the local device, 
generating corresponding local control signals, and 
transmitting the local control signals to the primary 30 

functionality component to direct an action in the 
primary functionality component; 

if the local device is not capable of processing the speech 
input, then 
extracting feature parameters from the speech input for 35 

processing at a remote system, 
sending the feature parameters to the remote system for 

processing by storing an acoustic model of the feature 
parameters and recognizing a command based on a 
previously stored acoustic model associated with the 40 

local device to address specific characteristics of the 
feature parameters, 

receiving remote control signals from the remote system 
responsive to the feature parameters, and 

sending the remote control signals to the primary func- 45 

tionality component; 
recording the speech input; and 
playing back the recorded speech input for transmission to 

the remote system. 
40. A tangible computer readable medium having stored 50 

thereon computer-executable instructions that, if executed by 
a computing device, cause the computing device to perform a 
method comprising: 

receiving, at the local device, a speech input; 
identifying keywords in the speech input; 55 

determining, at the local device, whether the local device is 
capable of processing the speech input based on whether 
one or more keywords are identified in the speech input; 

if the local device is capable of processing the speech input, 
then 

26 
processing the speech input at the local device, 
generating corresponding local control signals, and 
transmitting the local control signals to the primary 

functionality component to direct an action in the 
primary functionality component; 

if the local device is not capable of processing the speech 
input, then 
extracting feature parameters from the speech input for 

processing at a remote system, 
sending the feature parameters to the remote system for 

processing by storing an acoustic model of the feature 
parameters and recognizing a command based on a 
previously stored acoustic model associated with the 
local device to address specific characteristics of the 
feature parameter, 

receiving remote control signals from the remote system 
responsive to the feature parameters, and 

sending the remote control signals to the primary func­
tionality component; 

recording the speech input; and 
playing back the recorded speech input for transmission to 

the remote system. 
41. A local device comprising: 
receiving means to receive a speech input; 
identifying means to identify keywords in the speech input; 
determining means to determine whether a local device is 

capable of processing the speech input based on whether 
one or more keywords are identified in the speech input; 

first responding means to respond to the speech input if the 
determining means determines that the local device is 
capable of processing the speech input, comprising: 
processing means to process the speech input at the local 

device, 
generating means to generate corresponding local con­

trol signals, and 
transmitting means to transmit the local control signals 

to a primary functionality component to direct an 
action in the primary functionality component; 

second responding means to respond to the speech input if 
the determining means determines that the local device 
is not capable of processing the speech input, compris­
ing: 
extracting means to extract feature parameters from the 

speech input for processing at a remote system, 
first sending means to send the feature parameters to the 

remote system for processing by storing an acoustic 
model of the feature parameters and recognizing a 
command based on a previously stored acoustic 
model associated with the local device to address 
specific characteristics of the feature parameter, 

receiving means to receive remote control signals from 
the remote system responsive to the feature param­
eters, and 

second sending means to send the remote control signals 
to the primary functionality component; 

recording means to record the speech input; and 
playback means to play back the recorded speech input for 

transmission to the remote system. 

* * * * * 
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