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SIR:

INTHE

UNH ELI STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

Pursuant to the provisions of 37 CFR § 1.56 and 1.97-98, enclosed herewith is
modified form VFO-1449 listing references for consideration by the Examiner. A copy is
enclosed herewith of each listed reference which may be material to the examination of
this application, and with respect to which there may be a duty to disclose.

The ffling of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed as a
representation regarding the completeness of the list of references, or that inclusion of a
reference in this list is an admission that it is prior art or is pertinent to this application,
or that a search has been made, or as an admission that the information listed is, or may
be considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information
exists, and shall not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner.
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The Information Disclosure Statement submitted herewith is being filed:

within thcee months of the filing date of the application, or
date of entry into the national stage of an international
application, or before the mailing date of a first official
action on the merits, whichever event last occurred.

Applicants submit that no fee is required for the
consideration of the accompanying Information Disclosure
Statement.

Consideration of the listed references and favorable action are solicited.

Respectfully submitted,

PAuL E. NEISON, E AL.

Dated: January 28.1999 By:
Robert R. Sacha, Registration No. 42,120
PEN WICK & WEST LLP

Two Palo Alto Square
Palo Alto, CA 94306
Tel.: (650) 858-7110
Fax.: (650) 494-1417
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