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tion; expect. 3. To plan. figure out fuformal 1. To discover or
decide. 2. To solve or decipher. [ME < OFr. < Lat. Jigira. See
dheigh- in App.] —figfureer n.

figeured (figfyard) adj. 1. Shaped or fashioned in a particular

way. 2. Decorated with a design; patteined. 3. Represented, as in
graphic art or sculpture; depicted.

figured bass (bas) i See continuo. [~ the numerals written un-

derneath the notes. |

figure eight ». A form or 1epresentation, such as a knot or an

ice-skating maneuver, that has the shape of the numeral 8.

figeureshead ({ig’yar-had’) 1. 1. A carved figure on the prow of

a ship. 2. A person given a position of nominal leadership but
having no actual authority.

uses kanguage in a nonliteral way, suchasa metaphor or synecdo-
che, or in a structured or unusual way, such as anaphora or chias-
mus, or that employs sounds, such as alliteration or assunance, to
achieve a rhetorical effeet.

figure skating n. Ice skating cousisting of one or mote planned

sequences of required and optional spins, jumps, and dancelike
maneuvers. —figure skatet 1.

figeuerine (fig/ya-ren/) 4. A small molded or sculptured figure;
a statuette. [t < Ital. figuring, dim. of figura, figure < Lat. fi-
ghra. See FIGURE. ]

figewort (figwint’, -wort’) . Any of various plants of the genus
Serophularia, having loose branching clusters of small greenish or
purple flowers. (< k0, piles (obsolete).]

Fieji (fafje) An island country of the SW Pacific Ocean compris-
ing ¢. 320 islands; annexed by Great Britain in 1874 and gained
independence in 1970. Cap. Suva. Pop. 784,000.

Fiejisan (fefje-on, fi-jer-) n. 1. A native or inbabitant of Fiji. 2.
The Austronesian language of Fiji. —Fifjiean adj.

fisla (fi*la) n. Plural of filum,

fileasment {fil’a-mant) . 1. A fine or thinly spun thread, fiber,
or wire. 2. Botany a, The stalk that bears the anther in a stamen.
b. A chainlike series of cells, as in many algae. 3a. A fine wire
heated electrically to incandescence in an electric lamp. b. Elec-
tronics A high-tesistance wire or ribbon forming the cathode in
some thermionic tubes. [NLat. fHamentum < Ulat. filare, to spin
< Lat. frum, thread.] —fil’asmenftous (-men’tas), fil'a«
men’tasry (-ménto-rg, -mén/tré) adj.

fislar (filar) adj. 1. Of or relating to a thread. 2. Having fine
threads across the field of view for measuring small distances, as
in a telescope eyepiece. {< Lat. fiu, thread.]

fileasree (fil7a-re?) 1. See alfilaria. [Alleration of ariiARA.]
ficlareica (fa-larfe-a) n, pl. -ieae (-2-2’) Any of various
threadlike parasitic nematodes of the superfamily Filarioidea that
live in the blood and lymphatic tissues and usu. develop as larvae
in mosquitos and other biting insects. [NLat. Filaria, former
genus name < Lat. fium, thread.] —fielartical (-2-al), fielar’ie
an (-2-an) adj.
fileacrieacsis ({il’a-rifa-sis) n., pl. -ses {-s2/') Disey
infestation of tissue with filariae. {111 AR{1) + —1aAS
fileasture (filfa-chaur’, -chor) 1. 1. The act or process of spin-
ning, drawing, or twisting into threads. 2. The act or process of
recling raw silk from cocoons. 3. A reel used in drawing silk from
cocoons. 4. An establishment where silk is reeled. [Fr. < LLat.
filatus, p. part. of filare, to spin. See IMAMENT.]
filebert (fil7bart) n. 1. See hazel 1. 2. See hazeinut. [ME < OFr.

(nois de) filbert, (nut of) Philbert, after St. Philibert (died 684),
whose feast day in late August coincides with the ripening of
the nut.}

fitch (filch) 1. filched, filcheing, filchees To take (something,
esp. something of little value) in a furlive manner; snitch, [ME
filchen.) —filch’er n.

Eilchener Ice Shelf (filk/uor) An area of Antarctica at the head
of Weddell Seu; first explored in 1912.

file! (fil) . 1. A container, such as a cabinet or folder, for keeping
papers in order. 2, A collection of papers or published materials
kept or arranged in convenient order. 3. Computer Science A col-
lection of related data or program records stored as a unit with a
single name. 4a. A line of persons, animals, or things positioned
one behind the other, b. A line of tioops or military vehicles so
positioned. 5. Games Any of the rows of squares that run forward
and backward between players on a playing board in chess or
checkers. 6. Archaic A list ot roll. % v filed, fil*ing, files —itr. 1.
To put or keep (papers, for example) in useful order for storage
or reference, 2. To enter (a legal document) on public official
record. 3. To send or submit (copy) to a newspaper. 4. 1o carry
out the first stage of (a lawsuit, for example): filed chary —intr.
1. To march or walk in a line. 2, To put items in a file. 3. To make
application; apply: file for a divorce. 4. To enter one’s name in a
political contest, —idioms on file In or as if in a file for easy ref-
erence, [« ME filen, to put documents on file < OFr. filer, to spin
thread, to put documents on a thread < LLat. Jilare, to spin, draw
out in a long line < Lat. filum, thread.]

file? (fil) n. 1. Any of several hardened steel tools with cutling
ridges for forming, smoothing, or reducing esp- metallic sur-
faces. 2. A nail file. 3. Chiefly British A crafty or artful person. &
tr.v. filed, fiteing, files To smooth, reduce, or remove with or as
if with a file. [ME < OF JiL.]

caused by

file? ({il) 1r.v. filed, filsing, files Aichuic To sully or defile. [MF
filen < OF frlan. See pa- in App.]

fielé (fofla, [1-137) n. Powdered sassafras leaves used to thickey
and scason soups, stews, and gumbos. [Louisiana Fr. < Fr, P
part. of filer, to spin thiead < OFr. See 11E'.]

fileefish (fil7fish') n., pl. filefish or -fishees Any of vaious
chietly topical marine fishes of the family Balistidae with a thy
body and rough spiny scales.

filesname (I17nam’) ». 1he name of a computer file, often con-
taining an extension that ¢l cs it by type.

file server 1. A computer that contiols a central repusitory of
data that can be downloaded or manipulated by a client,

fielet! (fi-137, {ifa’) n. A net or lace with a simple pattern uf
squares, [Fr. < OFr., dim. of Jil, thread < Lat. [ihum. See 11t
fielet? (fi-1a7, {1173’) . Variant of fillet 2. % v. Variant of fillet

fielet micgnon (11-l1’ men-yon?, fil’a) u, pl. fislets misgnons
(fi-la’ men-yon?, il'a) A small, round, very choice cut of bu
from the loin. [Fr. : filet. lillet + mignon, dainty.]

File Transfer Protocol n. Sce FTP,

fileioal ({ile-al, fefie-) adj. 1. OF, relating to, or befitting a sp
or daughter. 2, Having or assuming the relationship of child o
offspring to patent. 3. Genetics Of or relating to a generation er
the sequence of generations following the parental generation
[ME < OFr. < LLat. filialis < Lat. filius, son.] —filfisalely ..

filsieastion (fil’e-a’shan) 1. 1. The condition or fact of being the
child of a certain parent. 2. A line of descent; derivation, 3a, 1
act or fact of forming a new branch, as of a society or kngge
group. b. The branch thus formed. )

filsisbusoter (fil’a-bis’tar) 1. 1a. The use of obstructionist ta
tics, esp. prolonged speechmaking, in order to delay legishti
action. b. An instance of the use of this delaying tactic. 2. An g
venturer who engages in a private military action in a forcig
country. % r. -tered, -tereing, -ters —intr. 1. 1o use obstrng
tionist tactics in a legislative body. 2. T take part in a private mi
itary action in a foreign country, —1r. T'o use a filibuster aging
(at legislative measure, for example). [« Sp. filibustero, fieebang
< Er. flibustier < Du. vrijbuiter, pirate. See VK1 BOoIR] ~filfe
bus‘ter-er n.

fileioform ({il/a-1or’, fi*la-) adj. Having the form of or rewy
bling a thread or filament. {Lat. fHlum, thread + =rorat,]
filsisgree (iilfi-gre’) . 1. Delicate and intricate ormamen)
work made of gold, silver, or other fine twisted wire. 2a, An inu;
cate, delicate, or fanciful ornamentation, b. A design reserling
such ornamentation. 4 ir.v. -greed, -gree=ing, -grees Tn duw
rate with or as if with filigree. [Alteration of Fr. filigrane < 1;
Jiligrana : Lat. filum, thread + Fat. grdnuin, grain; sce ga-no- .

App.]
fileing (f©Pling) n. 1. A paticle or shaving removed by a fik. 2
“The act or an instance of using a file.
fileisoe picestisetic (fil’e-0-p17I-Us/tik) adj. OF or relating to
often immoderate reserence for forebears or tradition, i
Jilits, son + pesiic.| ’
epiena (til/a-pefna) i A Lilipino woman or girl, {p. .
pina, fem. of filipino, Filipino. See Finyino.] —Fil'ispina el
Filsispi=no ({il’>-pe’no) n., pl.-nos 1. A native or inhabitay
the Philippines. 2. the Austronesian tanguage that is baed .
Tagalog, draws its lexicon from other Philippine languages
is the of ficial language of the Philippines. £ adj. OFor relatin:1.
the Philippines or its peoples, languages, or cultures. [Sp. f y
< (Islas) Filipinas, Philippine (1 5
fill (fil) +. filled, fillsing, fills — /. 1a. To put into @ contii
for example) as much as can be held: fill a glass with milk. b, 1
supply or provide to the {fullest extent: filled the mall w
stores. € To build up the level of (ow-lying land} with my
such as earth or gravel. d. To stop or plug up (an opeing, &
example). e. To repair a cavity in (a tooth). f. To add a t,.;
substance to (cloth or wood, for example). 2a. To satiate avs,
food and drink. b. To satisty or meet; fulfill. See Syns at satisfy
¢. To complete (something) by insertion or addition: fill u;
blanks. d. "To supply with material, such as writing. 3.Fo
as required: fill u pre iption. 4a. To place a person iw: il
vacancy, b, To poss and discharge the duties of; hold, 5a, ;.
occupy the whale of; pervade. b.To spread throughout. ¢, 1o,
gage or oceupy completelys make full: a story that filted o 1,
with jay. 6. To cover the surtace of (an inexpensive metal} v ¢
layer of precious metal, 7. Nautical To cause (a sail) o .
_intr. 1. To become full, 2, T'o swell. Used of a sail. & 5.1,
amount needed to make full, complete, or satisfied. 2, My
for filling a container, vavity, ur passage. 3a. A built-up .
land; an embankment. b, The material, such as gravel, y.ds
this. —phrasal verbs: fillin 1. Informal Vo provide with g
mation that is essential or newly acquired. 2. To actasa
tute; stand in. fill out 1. To complete (a form, for examypl
providing required information. 2. To become or mahe ;
fleshy. —idioms: fill (someone’s) shoes Tu assume s,
position or dutics. fill the bill Injormal To serve a patticuly;
pose. [ME fillen < OF jyilun. See pele-* in App.]
filled gold (iild) n. A relatively inespensive metal such |
with a surface layer of bunded gold.
filled milk n. Skim milk with vegetable oils added to
for butterfat.

- —

fillser (fil?ar) #. One that tills, as: a. Somet!
weight or size or fill space. b. A compusiliﬁ
hardens on drying, used to fill pores, crack
tion surfaces before finishing, c. Tobacco
of a cigar. d. A short item used to [ill spa
Something vsed to fill time on radio or t
Touse papers used to fill a notebook or bin
element, such as a plate, used to fill the s}
porting members.
filslet (fil’it) n. 1. A narrow strip of ribbc
uften worn as a headband. 2. also fielet (1
i compact piece of boneless meat or fish
iin. b. A boneless strip of meat rolled an.
3, Architecture a. A thin flat molding used
crornamentation for larger moldings, b. A
dentations of a fluted column. 4. A narrc
pressed onto the cover of a book. 5. Heralk
(I band placed in the lower fourth arca of
ilaop-shaped band of fibers, such as the I
od, -leteing, -lets 1. To bind or decorate wi
2. also fielet (fi-1a7, fil’a’) To slice, bone
ME filet < OFr., dim. of fil, thread - Lat.
fill-in (filfin’) n. Informal 1. One that ser
another. 2. A short informative summary,
filleing (fil/ing) 2. 1. An act or instance of
wedto filla space, cavity, or container. 3. A
w {ill pastries, sandwiches, or cakes. Sec R
ing. 4. The horizontal threads that cross

weft.
filing station n. See service station |.
fitslip (fl7ap) n. 1. A snap or light blow m:
Lertip against the thumb and suddenly rele
hment that excites or stimulates. 3. One tl
nportance. % tr.v. -liped, -lip+ing, -lips
wpidly by as or as if by a fillip. 2. To stimu
fiflsmore (fil’mér’, -mor’), Millard 1800
wentof the US (1850-53), who succeeded to
o Zachary Taylor.
fil-ly (fil’&) n., pl. -lies 1. A young female
il high-spirited girt or young woman. [}
film {film) #. 1. A thin skin or membrane.
-ormal coating on the cornea of the eye.
wiing: a film of dust. 4. A thin flexible tre
i ping or packaging. 5a.
o lexible material, such as a cellulose deri
shotosensitive emulsion and used to make
o ur transparencies. b. A sheet or strip
saphic negatives or transparencies. 6a. A
wiered as a group. 7. A coating of magnetis
snufacturing computer storage device:
ing, fitms —tr. 1. To cover with or as if wit
< movie of or based on: filim a racket lnunch.
ated or obscured with or as if with a film.
ones for a movie. [ME < OE filien. See p
filmedom (film?’dam) ». 1. The movie ind
iployed in the movie industry.
filmegoeer (fllm’go’ar) 1. Oue who goes to
cuer. —film/go’ing adj.
fil+mi {filfm&) #. Music composed for the Inc
fuiry, having melodies and vocal styles deri
et classical music. [< Hindi filmr, cinematc
1M
filmeic (fil'mik) adj. Of, relating to, or char
wnatic. —filmfiecalsly adv.
filmsmakser (film’ma‘kar) n. One who

Z
&

USRS
film-makeing (film’ma’king) ». The makir
film noir s, 1. A movie characterized by low-
i setting, and corrupt, cynical charactc
i of such movies. [Fr.: film, film + noir,

filmsogerasphy (fil-mog’ra-fe) i, pl. -phi
-t movies in a particul egory, as of th
or in a specific genre. —filmsog/rasphe
film set-ting (film/s&t'ing) n. Photocompo
filmesteip (film/steip’) n. A length of film
Acgraphs or other graphic matter prepa

i

film»y fil#me) adj. -i*er, -itest 1. Of, resen
{ trim; gauzy. See Syns at airy. 2. Covered |
oy —filmfiely adv. —film/ieness 1.

fislo 1e/1a. fi’-) . Variant of phylio,

filso+plume (fil?a-plsom’, {7l>-) n. A hai
<o or ne barbs, usu. located between con

. thread + PLUME.}
fielose ({i"los’) adj. 1. Threadlike. 2. Havi
. like part or process. [Lat. filum, thread
fisloevierus (feflo-vi'ras, fil/6-) 1. Any of a

. RN\ viruses of the family Filoviridae

o fevers, {Lat. filum, thread + v ires,)
fils t+ 1. Used to distinguish a son from h
. the same given pame, {Fr. < Lat. Jilins, s

b
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