Dictionary of
 Computer and
 Imternet Terms

Twelfth Edition

\ Douglas A. Downing, Ph.D.
\ School of Business and Economics
Seattle Pacific University

Michael A. Covington, Ph.D.
Artificial Intelligence Center
The University of Georgia

Melody Mauldin Covington
Covington Innovations
Athens, Georgia

Catherine Anne Barrett, B.F.A.
University of Kentucky Law School
Lexington, Kentucky

Sharon Covington, B.A.

Covington Innovations
Athens, Georgia

¢ BARRON'’S




I-bar, I-beam

= I

I-bar, I-p
» A-beam the shape of th,
€ mouse poj 3 S
See CURSOR: INSERTION POINT. pointer in a text editing environmen:

Lol
131

g v
F 2 A8 § o o
‘ }«l ﬁ"..qh,f'f

PEIE £ pa ok om o >
Vi PSS ass
LY S0 3

Tty
%\

FIGURE 132, I-bar (-beam) cursor
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ar hobbyists. The IBM PC was designed in some haste, and very little of
its design was patented; as a result, other companies (beginning with
Compagq in 1983) were able to produce clones (compatible imitations) of
it. The 1BM PC became the most popular standard for microcomputers,
<ven though most of the computers were produced by other companies,
znd Intel microprocessors and Microsoft operating system software
became the defining elements of the standard. Today's “PC’™ computers
are distant descendents of the original IBM PC. In 2005 IBM sold its PC
husiness to Lenovo. IBM is headquartered in Armonk, New York (web
address: www.ibm.com). See also 1BM PC.

|IBMPC popular lines of microcomputers manufactured by IBM. There are

many variations of each: this article will mention only the most histori-
cally important.

The IBM Personal Computer (PC), introduced in 1981, was the first
of a family of very popular microcomputers, including not only 1BM
products but also “clones”™ (imitations) made by other companies. The
original IBM PC used very little proprietary technology. Thus, it was
zasy for competitors to build compatible machines without violating
putents. See CLONE: PC COMPATIBILITY.

IBM maintained a high level of upward compatibility within the PC
and PS/2 line. This means that later-model machines would run virtually
all software written for earlier models.

FIGURE 133. IBM PG (1981)

IBM’s two original machines, the PC and PC XT, are virtually identi-

cal, featuring 4.77-MHz 8088 microprocessors with an 8-bit bus. The
only difference was that the XT had a 10-megabyte hard disk and had
zight expansion slots instead of five. The PC AT, introduced in 1984.
was the first PC to use the 80286 microprocessor, enabling programs t©
run much faster. The PC AT had what is now known as the ISA (Indusiry
Standard Architecture) bus; it accepted both 8-bit (XT-style) and 16-bit
plug-in cards.

The PS/2 machines were introduced in 1987 and discontinued v
1995, They were more compact than comparably configured PCs or AT:
and all but the lowest models used the Micro Channel bus. which m
it possible in some situations to use more than one CPU in a
machine.




