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I. INTRODUCTION 

During the January 30, 2026 conference call, the Board authorized Patent 

Owner Feit Electric Company, Inc. (“Feit Electric”) to file this motion (and the 

supporting new evidence) to terminate IPR2024-01357 based on the Petition’s 

failure to identify one of the Petitioner’s Chinese owner as a real party in interest 

(“RPI”).  In the wake of recent guidance from the Director, the Petition’s failure to 

identify this RPI is fatal to the IPR and requires termination. 

On October 28, 2025, the Director issued a Memorandum requiring all 

Petitioners to identify all real parties in interest in an IPR petition.  Director’s 

Memorandum.1  The Director’s Memorandum placed particular emphasis on 

concerns of exploitation by foreign state-backed actors.  Id.  Petitioner 

LEDVANCE LLC (“LEDVANCE”) chose not to identify its Chinese parent 

company, MLS Co. Ltd. (“MLS”) as a real party of interest in the Petition.  MLS 

controls LEDVANCE, and the two companies share the same leader, Mr. Qinghuan 

Sun.  Further, MLS has announced that it is expanding into the lighting fixtures 

 
1 October 28, 2025 Memorandum from Director John A. Squires, “Precedential 

designation of Corning Optical Communications RF, LLC v. PPC Broadband Inc., 

IPR2014-00440, Paper 68 (PTAB Aug. 18, 2015) (except for § II.E.1).”  

(“Director’s Memorandum”). 
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market and therefore has a direct interest in challenging Feit Electric’s U.S. Patent 

No. 8,604,678 (the “’678 Patent”).  MLS has also invested in other lighting 

companies, including co-investments with the Chinese state-owned company, 

China Electronics Corporation (“CEC”).  Consistent with the Director’s 

Memorandum and subsequent precedent, LEDVANCE’s failure to identify MLS as 

an RPI renders the petition in IPR2024-01357 incomplete as filed.  As a result, Feit 

Electric respectfully requests that the Board reverse the institution decision and 

terminate IPR2024-01357.2 

II. STATEMENT OF FACTS 

A. Patent Owner and the Challenged Patent 

Feit Electric is a family-owned company headquartered in Pico Rivera, 

California.  Founded in 1978, Feit Electric has grown into a global brand known 

for its focus on affordable, quality-driven lighting solutions, including LED bulbs, 

decorative fixtures, and a full smart home ecosystem.  In addition to its 

investments in innovative technology, Feit Electric has also recently expanded its 

U.S. operations, acquiring a large distribution center in McDonough, Georgia, to 

 
2 Feit Electric sought Director Review on this issue after issuance of the Director’s 

Memorandum, but the Director denied the request on procedural grounds as it was 

outside the 10-day period for review of the institution decision.  Paper 47; EX3100. 
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better serve East Coast retail customers. 

B. The Petitions and Consolidated Proceedings 

After being sued by Feit Electric for patent infringement, Petitioners 

LEDVANCE and Savant Technologies LLC (“Savant”) filed IPR2024-01357 on 

August 26, 2024.  In the Petition, LEDVANCE and Savant challenged claims 1-3, 

6-7, 9-10, 16-21, 25-26, 29 of the ’678 Patent.  IPR2024-01357, Paper 1.  On 

December 17, 2024, Feit Electric filed its Patent Owner Preliminary Response, 

including a request for discretionary denial of institution based on pending patent 

infringement litigation involving the same parties in district court.  IPR2024-

01357, Paper 13 at 26-35.  On March 5, 2025, the Board instituted IPR2024-

01357.  Paper 17. 

Petitioners Savant, Elong International USA Inc. (“Elong”), and Xiamen 

Longstar Lighting Co. Ltd. (“Xiamen Longstar”) filed IPR2025-00260 on 

December 9, 2024.  That petition challenged claims 11-14 of the ’678 Patent.  

IPR2025-00260, Paper 1.  On April 24, 2025, Feit Electric filed a Request for 

Discretionary Denial based on pending patent litigation involving the same parties 

in district court.  IPR2025-00260, Paper 13.  On June 12, 2025, the Director denied 

Feit Electric’s Request for Discretionary Denial.  IPR2025-00260, Paper 16.  On 

June 23, 2025, the Board instituted IPR2025-00260 and consolidated it with 

IPR2024-01357.  IPR2025-00260, Paper 17. 
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C. Petitioner LEDVANCE’s Failure to Identify Its Chinese Parent 
Corporation as a Real Party in Interest 

In their Petition, LEDVANCE and Savant named only one other real party in 

interest, Seoul Semiconductor Co. Ltd.  IPR2024-01357, Paper 1 at 16.  

LEDVANCE chose not to inform the Board that it is wholly owned by a Chinese 

lighting conglomerate with ties to the Chinese government and a direct interest in 

challenging Feit Electric’s ’678 Patent. 

In 2017, LEDVANCE’s parent, LEDVANCE GmbH, was purchased by a 

“Chinese investment consortium, consisting of the strategic investor IDG Capital, 

the LED packaging manufacturer MLS CO., LTD. (MLS) and Yiwu State-Owned 

Assets Operation Center (Yiwu).”  EX2040; see also EX2058 at 3; EX2057 at 3.  

LEDVANCE stated that “[t]hrough MLS, we gain access to very cost-efficient and 

powerful LED components and will strengthen our market presence in Asia, 

especially in China.”  Id.  MLS Chairman Qinghuan Sun stated: 

We are really looking forward to working together with our colleagues 

at LEDVANCE. The wealth of experience and qualifications of 

LEDVANCE’s management team and employees provides a strong 

basis for collaboration. We will be working closely together in order 

to strengthen our position as leaders in the global lighting market. 

Id.; see also EX2059, EX2060 (MLS website identifying Qinghuan Sun as 

responsible for the LEDVANCE acquisition).  One year later, in 2018, 
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LEDVANCE announced that MLS had become the sole owner of LEDVANCE.  

EX2041.  Yiwu State-Owned Assets Operation Center became a shareholder in 

MLS.  Id.  Later that same year, MLS Chairman Qinghuan Sun became the CEO 

and Managing Director of LEDVANCE.  EX2042.  Mr. Sun continues to lead both 

LEDVANCE and MLS today.  EX2043, EX2044.   

MLS has announced that it aims to expand its own offerings beyond LED 

packages to become a brand in finished lighting products.  EX2045.  MLS noted 

that it “currently owns two brand names: ‘MLS’ and ‘LEDVANCE’.  Its strategy 

going forward will be primarily about building up brand recognition and opening 

new sales channels.”  Id. 

MLS also has even further links to the Chinese government through its 

investment in yet another lighting company, Kaistar Lighting.  EX2046, EX2056.   

[T]he investment will help MLS continue to expand its presence in the 

packaged LED space through an intricate set of partnerships that are 

tied to China Electronics Company (CEC) — a holding company with 

businesses across the high-tech space and with relationships to a 

number of LED and solid-state lighting (SSL) companies. 

EX2046.  China Electronics Corporation (CEC) is a Chinese state-owned company 

(EX2047) that the U.S. Department of War has identified as a Chinese Military 

Company operating in the United States.  EX2048.   
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III. ARGUMENT 

The Petition’s failure to identify MLS an RPI stands in direct violation of the 

Director’s Memorandum and precedential designation of Corning Optical.  In 

Corning Optical, the Board terminated three previously instituted IPR proceedings 

because the petitioner had failed to identify its parent and sister companies as real 

parties in interest.  Corning Optical, Paper 68 at 14-26.  Petitioners made the same 

critical omission and, consistent with the Director’s Memorandum designating 

Corning Optical as precedential, the same result should apply here. 

The Board in Corning Optical terminated the instituted IPR proceedings 

after finding that the petitioner’s parent company, Corning Inc., and sister 

company, Corning NC, were both real parties in interest that the petitioner had 

failed to identify in its petitions.  Id. at 4, 14-26.  The Board reached this 

conclusion after determining that these unnamed entities shared common executive 

leadership with and exercised control over the petitioner.  Id. at 16-26.  

A. The Facts Here Parallel Corning Optical 

The same circumstances that led to termination in Corning Optical also exist 

here.  MLS owns 100% of LEDVANCE.  EX2041.  Shortly after completing the 

acquisition, MLS Chairman Qinghuan Sun became the CEO and Managing 

Director of LEDVANCE GmbH, consolidating executive control over both 

companies.  EX2042.  Mr. Sun continues to lead both LEDVANCE GmbH and 
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MLS to this day.  EX2043, EX2044.  

MLS is also an active participant in the same lighting markets as both 

LEDVANCE and Feit Electric.  In its effort to expand beyond LED packages and 

into the market for finished lighting products, MLS noted that it “currently owns 

two brand names: ‘MLS’ and ‘LEDVANCE’” and that “[i]ts strategy going forward 

will be primarily about building up brand recognition and opening new sales 

channels.”  Id.  These statements demonstrate MLS’s control over LEDVANCE 

and its operation of both brands in the same market for finished lighting products.  

B. This Case Also Implicates the Director’s Concerns About 
Exploitation by Foreign State-Backed Actors 

The Director’s Memorandum emphasizes concerns about exploitation by 

foreign state-backed actors.  In particular, the Director’s Memorandum noted that 

“[s]tate-linked entities have covertly financed or directed U.S. patent challenges, 

acquisitions, or licensing transactions in sectors such as semiconductors, artificial 

intelligence, quantum computing, and advanced materials,” effectively helping 

“foreign adversaries to gain influence over, or access to, U.S. intellectual-property 

assets and proceedings.”  Director’s Memorandum at 2.  MLS’s ownership of and 

control over LEDVANCE triggers exactly those same concerns because MLS and 

LEDVANCE have been linked to multiple Chinese state-owned entities. 

When MLS first invested in LEDVANCE, it was part of a “Chinese 
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investment consortium, consisting of the strategic investor IDG Capital, the LED 

packaging manufacturer MLS CO., LTD. (MLS) and Yiwu State-Owned Assets 

Operation Center (Yiwu).”  EX2040.  Multiple credit rating agencies have 

emphasized the financial connections between Yiwu and the government of Yiwu 

City in the People’s Republic of China.  EX2049, EX2050.   

More recently, MLS joined China Electronics Corporation (CEC) in 

purchasing yet another lighting company, Kaistar Lighting.  EX2046, EX2056.  In 

announcing the acquisition, MLS emphasized its ties to CEC, which is a Chinese 

state-owned company (EX2047) that the U.S. Department of War has identified as 

a Chinese Military Company operating in the United States.  EX2048. 

[T]he investment will help MLS continue to expand its presence in the 

packaged LED space through an intricate set of partnerships that are 

tied to China Electronics Company (CEC) — a holding company with 

businesses across the high-tech space and with relationships to a 

number of LED and solid-state lighting (SSL) companies. 

Id. (emphasis added).  Combined with Qinghuan Sun as the Chairman/CEO of 

both MLS and LEDVANCE, as well as the common market objectives and control 

between these two companies, these connections to the Chinese government 

further exemplify the concerns about foreign state-backed actors “gain[ing] 

influence over, or access to, U.S. intellectual-property assets and proceedings.”  

Director’s Memorandum at 2. 
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C. Termination Is Further Supported by the Director’s Recent 
Decision in YMTC 

The Director recently vacated the Board’s institution decision and terminated 

IPR2025-00098 based on the petitioner’s failure to demonstrate that it had 

identified all RPIs in its petition.  Yangtze Memory Technologies Co., Ltd. v. 

Micron Technology, Inc., IPR2025-00098, IPR2025-00099, Paper 38 (PTAB Jan. 

15, 2026) (“YMTC”).  There, the patent owner cited various articles and other 

evidence indicating foreign government control of the petitioner.  Id. at 6.  The 

Director found that the patent owner’s evidence “was sufficient to put into dispute 

whether the Petitions identified all RPIs.”  Id. at 7 (citing Worlds Inc. v. Bungie, 

Inc., 903 F.3d 1237, 1244 (Fed. Cir. 2018) (“[A] patent owner must produce some 

evidence that tends to show that a particular third party should be named a real 

party in interest.”)).  The burden then shifts to the petitioner to show that the 

petition had in fact identified all RPIs.  Id. at 7-8 (“With its identification of RPIs 

in dispute, it was Petitioner’s burden to bring forth evidence or arguments 

demonstrating that it named all RPIs.”) (citing Worlds, 903 F.3d at 1242).  The 

Director concluded that the petitioner had failed to meet its burden, vacated the 

institution decision, and terminated the IPR.  Id. at 8-9. 

Likewise, Feit Electric has identified articles and other evidence indicating 

that MLS is an RPI because it solely owns and controls LEDVANCE.  See, supra, 
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Sections II.C, III.A, III.B.  The burden now shifts to Petitioners to “bring forth 

evidence or arguments demonstrating that it named all RPIs.”  YMTC at 7-8. 

D. The IPR Should Be Terminated in its Entirety 

Consistent with the now-precedential decision in Corning Optical, there are 

two reasons that Petitioners should not be permitted to amend the Petition at this 

late stage to identify MLS as a real party in interest.  First, the Petition was 

statutorily incomplete and “cannot be considered” because it failed to meet the 

requirements of 35 U.S.C. § 312(a)(2).  Corning Optical, Paper 68 at 24.  Second, 

even if the Director permitted amendment, the Petition would receive a new filing 

date and be barred by estoppel because Feit Electric served its infringement 

complaint on LEDVANCE more than one year ago, on March 14, 2024.  Id. at 24-

25; EX2055.  Further, Savant chose to join LEDVANCE in filing the defective 

Petition, and the Petition is defective in its entirety, so it should be terminated as to 

all Petitioners. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

The Petition’s failure to identify MLS as an RPI warrants vacating the 

Decision to institute and terminating IPR2024-01357, consistent with the 

Director’s Memorandum.  At the very least, Feit Electric requests authorization to 

take discovery concerning the connections between LEDVANCE and MLS. 
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