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LEDVANCE LLC’s attempt to hide RPIs through Andrew Martin’s 

declaration—including parties backed by the Chinese government—crumbled 

under cross-examination.  LEDVANCE LLC is both integrated with and controlled 

by MLS Co., Ltd. (“MLS”).  Mr. Martin’s contrary testimony is belied by public 

statements from (1) MLS and its founder (Qinghuan Sun), (2) LEDVANCE GmbH 

and its CEO (also Qinghuan Sun), and (3) LEDVANCE LLC’s CEO, Jonathan 

Lubeck.  MLS and LEDVANCE operate as a vertically “integrated” supplier of 

LED lights, including the white filament LED bulbs that infringe the ’678 patent.   

MLS purchased LEDVANCE to create and control a global, vertically 

integrated supply chain.  MLS mandates that LEDVANCE use its LEDs and built a 

new factory in Yiwu, China, to assemble LEDVANCE’s white filament LED bulbs.  

MLS then closed LEDVANCE’s U.S. factories as part of a “restructuring.”  

The truth is that MLS controls and operates LEDVANCE and has a very real 

interest in all of LEDVANCE’s LED products, including the white filament LED 

bulbs that Patent Owner has accused of infringing the ’678 patent.   

I. MLS and LEDVANCE Are One “Integrated” Global Platform 

LEDVANCE LLC was required to identify all RPIs in the petition and bears 

the burden of showing that it did so.  Yangtze Memory Technologies Co., Ltd. v. 

Micron Technology, Inc., IPR2025-00098, IPR2025-00099, Paper 38 (PTAB Jan. 

15, 2026).  Cross examination of Mr. Martin and public statements from MLS and 
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LEDVANCE show that Petitioner has failed on both points. 

A. MLS Owns and Controls LEDVANCE 

MLS, aka Mulinsen Co. Ltd. (Stock Code 002745; see EX-2059, EX-2097), 

led a consortium to buy LEDVANCE to facilitate MLS’s goal of establishing a 

vertically integrated platform for the supply and sale of LED products.  EX-2116, 

10:4-12:5, 21:9-22, 23:18-24:11, 75:12-77:13; EX-2040.  MLS later consolidated 

ownership of LEDVANCE by buying out the other consortium members.  Id. at 

41:15-43:5.  Mr. Martin tried to deny MLS’s ownership and control of 

LEDVANCE LLC, with the aid of counsel’s speaking objections, but there is no 

real dispute on this point.  Id. at 12:17-19, 24:15-19, 65:2-66:19, 67:4-20, 68:12-

17, 70:2-73:1, 78:6-79:7; see also EX-2064, ¶ 5; EX-1073 at 1; EX-1077 at 2.  

MLS identifies LEDVANCE LLC as a “significant subsidiary” and claims both 

MLS and LEDVANCE as its “subsidiary brands.”  EX-2116, 101:14-19, 105:3-21, 

146:14-147:5, 152:13-18; EX-2096 at 16; EX-2045; EX-2085 at 1, 4.  MLS 

incorporated LEDVANCE into its financial statements and has stated that it 

controls LEDVANCE.  EX-2103 at 21; EX-2116, 189:12-190:6.   

B. MLS Replaced LEDVANCE’s Factories With Its Own   

MLS acquired the LEDVANCE entities to gain exclusive access to 

LEDVANCE’s U.S. and other global markets for LED products.  EX-2116, 56:9-

13, 75:12-77:13, 78:6-79:7, 95:7-95:13, 116:17-119:2, 120:12-121:2; EX-2040; 
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EX-2077; EX-2070 at 7-8.  MLS mandated that LEDVANCE begin using MLS 

LED components, including its infringing white filament LED bulbs.  EX-2070 at 

8; EX-2041; EX-2116,119:17-120:4, 83:3-85:13.  MLS even built a new factory in 

Yiwu, China, to build LED filament bulbs for LEDVANCE.  EX-2085 at 5; EX-

2084 at 1; EX-2103 at 1-2, 5, 9, 12, 15-16, 18; EX-2116, 152:19-153:17, 172:10-

187:16, 157:12-160:8.  MLS completed the Yiwu factory in 2016 and, importantly 

here, MLS then closed LEDVANCE’s factories as part of a “restructuring.”  EX-

2099 at 2-3; see also EX-2116, 148:20-152:7, 153:20-157:5; EX-2085 at 3.  This is 

clear demonstration of the direct control MLS has over LEDVANCE’s operation. 

Mr. Martin admitted that  

  EX-2116, 32:20-33:14.  Import records 

show that Yiwu Harmony Core Lighting Co. Ltd. (“Harmony”)—another MLS 

entity—has shipped the accused white filament LED bulbs to LEDVANCE’s 

distribution center in Pennsylvania.  EX-2116, 160:9-165:9; EX-2095 at 5; EX-

2109 at 2.  Additional import records show that Harmony’s U.S. shipments have 

been directed exclusively to LEDVANCE LLC.  EX-2109 at 2; EX-2104 at 1-2; 

EX-2116, 165:11-167:4.   

C. LEDVANCE is Part of the “Integrated” MLS Platform   

Contrary to Mr. Martin’s description of LEDVANCE LLC as “independent,” 

formal MLS documents describe LEDVANCE as “integrated” into MLS’s global 
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platform.  EX-1077 at 2; EX-2070 at 7; EX-2103 at 5, 12, 18, 19; see also EX-

2116, 70:18-71:15, 116:15-117:22, 183:8-191:14.  Mr. Martin disputed the term 

“integrated,” but LEDVANCE LLC’s CEO touts LEDVANCE and MLS as “the 

only globally vertically integrated general lighting company.”  Compare EX-2116, 

188:5-21 with EX-2100; see also EX-2116, 194:18-196:7.  Indeed, MLS and 

LEDVANCE both consistently refer to their global network spanning “140 

countries and regions.”  EX-2116, 73:2-13, 74:21-75:2, 145:15-146:9, 196:8-

198:19; EX-1077; EX-2058; EX-2085; EX-2100.  

D. MLS Controls LEDVANCE Leadership 

MLS’s founder, Qinghuan Sun, is the “Global Chief Executive Officer” of 

LEDVANCE, which Mr. Martin conspicuously omitted from his declaration.  EX-

2116, 143:6-8, 39:8-17, 89:15-91:1; EX-2081; EX-2042; EX-2101.  Mr. Sun is just 

one of many officers and directors with leadership roles at both MLS and various 

LEDVANCE entities.  EX-2116, 128:4-141:3; EX-2072 at 4-6.  As the entity 

controlling this global, integrated platform, MLS has been clear that it would 

reorganize and replace LEDVANCE’s board of directors, supervisory board, and 

officers to serve MLS interests.  EX-2070 at 23-24; EX-2116, 123:13-127:5.   

II. LEDVANCE’s U.S. Patent Litigation Is Material to MLS 

Those interests include LEDVANCE’s U.S. patent litigation, which MLS 

regulatory filings describe in detail.  EX-2116, 191:15-192:14; EX-2103 at 32.  
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Mr. Martin admitted that he reports these details to MLS’s auditors.  Id.  He has 

also served as a legal representative for LEDVANCE and MLS, verifying and 

signing a joint response to an ITC complaint, although he initially denied doing so 

until confronted with the document bearing his signature.  EX-2116, 45:17-22, 

207:21-208:9; EX-2088 at 86.  The law firm Mr. Martin hired filed papers 

admitting that “LEDVANCE LLC is wholly owned by MLS” and referring to both 

companies as simply “LEDVANCE.”  EX-2116, 198:22-203:17, 205:11-207:10. 

III. MLS Remains Connected to the Chinese Government 

MLS receives subsidies directly from the Chinese government to support its 

LED lighting endeavors.  EX-2080.  As discussed in the opening brief, MLS also 

has significant ties to CEC.  Paper 57 at 5, 8.  For his part, Mr. Martin asserts that 

Yiwu State-Owned Assts Operation Center (“YSOAOC”) sold its share of 

LEDVANCE to MLS (EX-2064, ¶ 7), but he tells only part of the story.  YSOAOC 

now owns part of MLS itself.  EX-2058; EX-2041; EX-2116, 39:22-43:15, 75:12-

76:5, 80:22-83:13.  And Mr. Sun served in the 14th Zhongshan Municipal People’s 

Congress.  EX-2072 at 6; EX-2116, 141:4-17; see also Paper 57 at 8.  These 

connections are particularly relevant given the Director’s concerns about influence 

from foreign state-backed actors.  See Paper 57 at 8. 

Cross-examination established that MLS controls LEDVANCE and has a 

real interest in this dispute, and LEDVANCE did not name all RPIs.  
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