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2arabesque 7 (1786) 1 : an ornament or style that employs flower,
‘flo]iage, or fruit and sometimes animal and figural outlines to produce
n intricate pattern of interlaced lines 2 : a posture in ballet in which
?he body is bent forward from the hip on one leg with one arm ex-
tended forward and the other arm and leg backward 3 : an elaborate
or intricate pattern (richly pierced by an ~ of wormhples —John
Chase) as lawyers . . . perform their procedpral ~s —Daniel Okrent)

1Ara-bi-an \a-'ra-bé-an\ n (14c) 1 : a native or inhabitant of Arabia
2: ARABIAN HORSE

Arabian adj (14c) :_ARABIC 1 i

Arabian horse n (1737) : any of a breed of swift compact horses devel-
oped in Arabia and usu, having gray or chestnut silky hair

1Ar-a-bic \'ar-o-bik\ (14¢) : a Semitic language orig. of the Arabs of
the Hejaz and Nejd that is now the prevailing speech of a wide region
of southwestern Asia and northern Africa 4 .

2Arabic adj (14c) 1: of, relating to, or characteristic of Arabia or the
‘Arabs 2 : of, relating to, or constituting Arabic 3 : expressed in or
utilizing Arabic numerals ! - §

arab-i-ca \o-'ra-ba-ka\ n, often attrib [NL, specific epithet of Coffea
arabica, fr. L, fem. of Arabicus Arabian] (1922) 1: an evergreen shrub
or tree (Coffea arabica) yielding seeds that produce a high-quality cof-
fee and form a large portion of the coffee of commerce 2: the seeds of

ica

Aal‘::ll))ic alphabet n (1841) : an alphabet of 28 letters derived from the
Aramaic alphabet which is used for writing Arabic and also with adap-
tations for other languages of the Islamic world

arabei-cize \o-'ra-ba-siz\ vt -cized; -ciz.ing often cap (1872) 1: to
adapt (a language or elements of a language) to the phonetic or struc-
tural pattern of Arabic 2 : ARABIZE 1 — arab:i-ci-za-tion \o-,ra-ba-
so-'za-shon\ n

Arabic numeral 7 (ca. 1847) : any of the number symbols 0, 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8, 9 — see NUMBER table .

arab-i-nose \o-'ra-ba-nos, -,ndz\ n [ISV arabin (the solid principle in
gum arabic, fr. gum arabic + 1-in) + -ose] (ca. 1884) : a white crystal-
line aldose sugar CsH;0Os occurring esp. in vegetable gums )

ara-bi-no-side \,ar-2-'bi-ns-,sid, a-'ra-ba-no6-,sid\ 7 (1927) : a glycoside
that yields arabinose on hydrolysis

Ar-ab-ise Brit var of ARABIZE

Ar-ab-ism \'ar-a-,bi-zom\ 7 (1614) 1: a characteristic feature of Ara-
bic occurring in another language 2 : devoiion to Arab interests,
culture, aspirations, or ideals

Ar-ab-ist \'ar-a-bist\ n (1753) 1: a specialist in the Arabic language
or in Arabic culture 2 : a person who favors Arab interests and posi-
tions in international affairs

Ar-ab-ize \'ar-o-,biz\ v -ized; -iz-ing (1883) 1 a: to cause to ac-
quire Arabic customs, manners, speech, or outlook b : to modify (a
population) by intermarriage with Arabs 2 : ARABICIZE 1 — Ar-ab-i-
za-tion \,ar-2-ba-'za-shan\ n

1ar-a-ble \'ar-a-bal\ adj [MF or L; MF, fr. L arabilis, fr. arare to plow;
akin to OE erian to plow, Gk aroun] (15¢) 1 : fit for or used for the
growing of crops 2 Brit : engaged in, produced by, or being the culti-
vation of arable land — ar-a-bil-i-ty \,ar-a-'bi-la-té\ n

2arable n (1576) chiefly Brit : land fit or used for the growing of crops;
also : a plot of such land (the village ~ of Anglo-Saxon times)

ar-a-.chi-don-ic acid \,ar-o-ko-'da-nik-\ n [NL Arachid-, Arachis + E
-onic (as in gluconic acid)] (1913) : a liquid unsaturated fatty acid
C5H;3,0; that occurs in most animal fats, is a precursor of prostaglan-
dins, and is considered essential in animal nutrition

ar-a.chis oil \"ar-a-kas-\ n [NL Arachis, genus that includes the peanut,
fr. Gk arakis, dim. of arakos, a legume] (ca. 1889) : PEANUTOIL

arach-nid \o-'rak-nad, -,nid\ n [NL Arachnida, fr. Gk arachné spider]
(1869) : any of a class (Arachnida) of arthropods comprising chiefly
terrestrial invertebrates, including the spiders, scorpions, mites, and
ticks, and having a segmented body divided into two regions of which
the anterior bears four pairs of legs but no antennae — arachnid adj

larach-noid \o-'rak-,noid\ adj (1789) 1: of or relating to a thin mem-
brane of the brain and spinal cord that lies between the dura mater and
;_lLe pia mater 2 : covered with or composed of soft loose hairs or
ibers

2arachnoid n [NL arachnoides, fr. Gk arachnoeides, like a cobweb, fr.
arachne spider, spider’s web] (ca. 1847) : an arachnoid membrane

3arachnoid adj [NL Arachnida + E -oid] (1852) : resembling or re-
lated to the arachnids

ara-go-nite \a-'ra-go-,nit, 'ar-a-go-\ n [G Aragonit, fr. Aragon, Spain]
1803) : a mineral similar to calcite in consisting of calcium carbonate
but differing from calcite in its orthorhombic crystallization, greater
density, and less distinct cleavage — ara.go-nit-ic \o-ra-go-"ni-tik,
Aar-2-ga-\ adj

ar-ak var of ARRACK

Ar-a-mae-an \,ar-a-'mé-an\ n [L Aramaeus, fr. Gk Aramaios, fr. Heb
‘Aram Aram, ancient name for Syria] (1839) 1: ARAMAIC 2: a mem-
ber of a Semitic people of the second millennium B.C. in Syria and Up-
per Mesopotamia — Aramaean adj

Ar-ama-ic \,ar-2>-'ma-ik\ » (1882) : a Semitic language known since
the mr}th century B.C. as the speech of the Aramaeans and later used
extensively in southwest Asia as a commercial and governmental lan-
guage and adopted as their customary speech by various non=z
Aramaean peoples including the Jews after the Babylonian exile

Aramaic alphabet n (1925) 1 : an extinct North Semitic alphabet
dating from the ninth century B.C. which was for several centuries the
commercial alphabet of southwest Asia and the parent of other alpha-
bets (as Syriac and Arabic) 2 : the square Hebrew alphabet as distin-
guished from the early Hebrew alphabet

ar-a-mid \'ar-o-mad, -mid\ n [aromatic polyamide] (1972) : any of a
group of lightweight but very strong heat-resistant synthetic aromatic
polyamide materials that are fashioned into fibers, filaments, or sheets
and used esp. in textiles and plastics

ap-a-ho or Arap-a-hoe \o-'ra-ps-,hd\ n, pl -ho or -hos or -hoe or
-hoes (1812) 1 : a member of an American Indian people of the
Plains region ranging from Saskatchewan and Manitoba to New Mex-
ico and Te_xas 2: the Algonquian language of the Arapaho people
au-ca-ni.-an \o-rau-'ka-né-an, ,ar-,0-'ka-\ also Arau.can \o-'rau-

kan\ 7 [Sp araucano, fr. Arauco, former province in Chile] (1809) 1: a
member of a group of Indian peoples of south central Chile and adja-
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cent regions of Argentina 2 : the language of the Araucanian people
that constitutes an independent language family — Araucanian adj

ar-au.car-ia \,ar-,0-'kar-é-a\ n [NL, fr. Arauco] (1809) : any of a genus
(Araucaria of the family Araucariaceae, the araucaria family) of So.
American or Australian coniferous trees that resemble pines and are
often grown as ornamentals — ar-au.car-i-an \-é-on\ adj

Ar-a-wak \'ar-o-,wik, -,wak\ n, p/ Arawak or Arawaks (1769) 1: a
member of an Indian people of the Arawakan group now living chiefly
along the coast of Guyana 2: the language of the Arawak people

Ar.a-wak-.an \,ar-o-'wi-kon, -'wa-\ n, p/ Arawakan or Arawakans
(1901) 1 : a member of a group of Indian peoples of South America
and the West Indies 2 : the language family of the Arawakan peoples

arb \"arb\ n (1979) : ARBITRAGEUR

ar-ba-lest or ar-ba:list \"ir-ba-list\ n [ME arblast, fr. OE, fr. OF ar-
baleste, fr. LL arcuballista, fr. L arcus bow + ballista — more at AR-
ROW] (bef. 12¢) : a crossbow esp. of medieval times

ar-bi-ter \'"ar-ba-tor\ n [ME arbitre, fr. MF, fr. L arbitr-, arbiter] (14c)
1: a person with power to decide a dispute : JUDGE 2 : a person or
agency having the power of deciding

arbiter el-e-gan-ti-a-rum \-e-la-,gan-shé-'ar-am, -‘er-\ n [L, lit., arbi-
ter of refinements] (1818) : a person who prescribes, rules on, or is a
recognized authority on matters of social behavior and taste

ar-bi-tra-ble \"ir-ba-tra-bal, dr-'bi-\ adj (1531) : subject to decision by
arbitration

1ar.bi-trage \'ar-ba-,trazh\ »n [F, fr. MF, arbitration, fr. OF, fr. arbitrer
to render judgment, fr. L arbitrari, fr. arbitr-, arbiter] (1875) 1 : the
nearly simultaneous purchase and sale of securities or foreign exchange
in different markets in order to profit from price discrepancies 2 : the
purchase of the stock of a takeover target esp. with a view to selling it
profitably to the raider

2arbitrage vi -traged; -trag.ing (1900) : to engage in arbitrage

ar-bi-tra-geur \,ar-ba-(,)tra-'zhar\ or ar-bi-trag-er \'ar-bo-,tra-zhor\ n
[F arbitrageur, fr. arbitrageg (1870) : one that practices arbitrage

ar-bi-tral \"ir-ba-tral\ adj (1609) : of or relating to arbiters or arbitra-
tion

ar-bit-ras-ment \ar-'bi-tro-mant\ n [ME, fr. MF arbitrement, fr. arbi-
trer] (15¢) 1 archaic : the right or power of deciding 2 : the settling
of a dispute by an arbiter 3: the judgment given by an arbitrator

ar-bi-trary \'ar-ba-trer-é\ adj (15c) 1 : depending on individual dis-
cretion (as of a judge) and not fixed by law (the manner of punishment
is ~) 2 a: not restrained or limited in the exercise of power : ruling
by absolute authority {(an ~ government) b : marked by or resulting
from the unrestrained and often tyrannical exercise ‘of power {protec-
tion from ~ arrest and detention) 3 a: based on or determined by
individual preference or convenience rather than by necessity or the
intrinsic nature of something (an ~ standard) {take any ~ positive
number) {~ division of historical studies into watertight compart-
ments —A. J. Toynbee) b : existing or coming about seemingly at
random or by chance or as a capricious and unreasonable act of will
{when a task is not seen in a meaningful context it is experienced as
being ~ —Nehemiah Jordan) — ar-bi-trari-ly \,ar-bs-'trer-o-1e\ adv

ar-bi-trar-i-ness \"ir-bo-,trer--nas\ n

ar-bi-trate \"ir-ba-trat\ vb -trat-ed; -trat-ing vt (1592) 1 archaic
: DECIDE, DETERMINE 2 : to act as arbiter upon 3 : to submit or refer
for decision to an arbiter {agreed to ~ their differences) ~ vi: to act
as arbitrator — arsbi-tra-tive \-,tra-tiv\ adj

ar-bi-tra-tion \,ir-ba-‘tra-shan\ »n (15c) : the action of arbitrating; esp
: the hearing and determination of a case in controversy by an arbiter
— ar-bi-tra-tion-al \-sh(a-)nal\ adj

ar-bi-tra-tor \"ir-bo-,tra-tar\ n (15c) : one that arbitrates : ARBITER
Iar.bor \'ar-bar\ n [ME erber plot of grass, arbor, fr. MF herbier plot of
grass, fr. herbe herb, grass] (14c) : a shelter of vines or branches or of
latticework covered with climbing shrubs or vines

2arbor n [L, tree, shaft] (1659) 1 : a spindle or axle of a wheel 2: a
main shaft or beam 3 : a shaft on which a revolving cutting tool is
mounted 4 : a spindle on a cutting machine that holds the work to be
cut

arbor- or arbori- comb form [L arbor] : tree {(arboriculture)

Arbor Day n [L arbor tree] (1872) : a day designated for planting trees

ar-bo-re-al \ir-'bor-g-al, -'bor-\ adj [L arboreus of a tree, fr. arbor] (ca.
1667) 1 : of, relating to, or resembling a tree 2 : inhabiting or fre-
quenting trees (~ monkeys) — ar-bo-re.al-ly \-o-1€\ adv

ar-bo-re.ous \-&-0s\ adj (1646) : ARBOREAL {an ~ palm)

ar-bo-res-cent \,ir-ba-'re-s’nt\ adj (1675) : resembling a tree in prop-
erties, growth, structure, or appearance — ar-bo-res-cence \-s’n(t)s\

n

ar-bo-re-tum \,ir-bs-'ré-tom\ #, pl/ -retums or -re-ta \-'ré-ta\ [NL, fr.
L, plantation of trees, fr. arbor] (1838) : a place where trees, shrubs,
and herbaceous plants are cultivated for scientific and educational
purposes

ar-bor-i-cul-ture \"ir-bor-a-,kal-char, dr-'bor-a-\ n [arbori- + -culture
(as in agriculture)] (1828) : the cultivation of trees and shrubs esp. for
ornamental purposes — ar-bor-i-cul-tur-al \,ar-bar-o-'kal-char-al,
ar-,bor-a-\ adj '

ar-bor-ist \'ir-bo-rist\ n (1578) : a specialist in the care and mainte-
nance of trees

ar-bor-i-za-tion \,ir-ba-ra-'za-shon\ # (1794) : formation of or into an
arborescent figure or arrangement; also : such a figure or arrangement
(as a dendritic process of a nerve cell)

ar-bor-ize \"ir-boa-riz\ vi -ized; -iz-ing (1847) : to branch freely and
repeatedly

ar-bor-vi-tae \r-bar-"vi-té\ n [NL arbor vitae, lit., tree of life] (1646)
: any of various evergreen trees and shrubs (esp. genus Thuja) of the
cypress family that usu. have closely overlapping or compressed scale
leaves and are often grown for ornament and in hedges

ar-bour chiefly Brit var of ARBOR

\a\ abut \°\ kitten, F table \or\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \d\ mop, mar
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \&\ easy \g\go \i\hit \i\ice \j\job
\n\ sing \0\ go \o\law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\loot \u\ foot
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, ", ce, &, w, &, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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