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444
defer

_ historical postpone the conscription of (someone):
he was no longer deferred from the draft· t>late Middle
English (also in the sense 'put on one side'): from
Old French differer 'defer or differ: from Latin dif-
ferre, from dis- 'apart' + felTe 'bring, carry.' Compare
with DEFER2and DIFFER.-de-fer·ment n. -de·fer·
ra.ble adj. -de.fer.ral/-'farall n.

de.fer2 ~v. (.ferred, ·fer·ring) [intrans.\ (defer to) sub-
mit humbly to (a person or a person's wishes or
qualities): he deferred to Tim's superior knowledge. t>late
Middle English: from Old French deferer, from Latin
deferre 'carry away, refer (a matter): from de- 'away
from' + felTe 'bring, carry.' Compare with DEFER'.
-de.fer.rer n.

def.er.ence /,defaransl ~n. humble submission and
respect: he addressed her with the deference due to age.
See note at HONOR.t>mid 17th cent.: from French
dejf!rence,from deferer 'refer' (see DEFER2).

~PHRASE 0 in deference to out of respect for; in con-
sideration of.

def.er.ent' /,defarantl ~adj. another term for DEFER'

D
ENTIAL.~early 19th cent.: from DEFER2and DEFER'
ENCE.

def.er.ent2 ~n. (in the Ptolemaic system of astrono-
my) the large circular orbit followed by the center of
the small epicycle in which a planet was thought to
move. t>late Middle English: from medieval Latin
deferent- 'carrying away: from the verb deferre.

def.er.en.tial/,defa' rencHal1~adj. showing deference;
respectful: people were always deferential to him.
t>early 19th cent.: from OEFERENCE,on the pattern
of pairs such as prudence, prudential. -def·er-en-tial·
Iyadv.

de.ferred an·nu·i-ty ~n. an annuity that commences
only after a lapse of some specified time after the
final purchase premium has been paid.

de.fer.ves.cence I,dijfar'vesans; ,defar-I ~n. Medicine
the abatement of a fever as indicated by a decrease
in bodily temperature. t>early 18th cent.: from Latin
defervescent- 'ceasing to boil: from the verb defer-
vescere, -de·fer·vesce I-'vesl v.

de.fi.ance Idi'fiansl ~n. open resistance; bold disobe-
dience: the demonstration was held in defiance of official
warnings. t>Middle English (denoting the renuncia-
tion of an allegiance or friendship): from Old
French, from defier 'dety.'

de.fi.ant Idi'fianll ~adj. showing defiance: she was in a
defiant mood. C>late16th cent.: from French defiant or
directly from DEFIANCE.-de-fi·ant·ly adv.

de.fib.ril.la.tion Ide,fibre'lasHanl ~n. Medicine the
stopping of fibrillation of the heart by administer-
ing a controlled electric shock in order to allow
restoration of the normal rhythm. -de·fib·ril·late
Ide'fibra,latl v.

de.fib.ril.la.tor Ide'fibra,latarl ~n. Medicine an appa-
ratus used to control heart fibrillation by applica-
tion of an electric current to the chest wall or heart.

de.fi.cien.cy Idi'fisHansel ~n. (pl. ·eies) a lack or short-
age: vitamin A deficiency in children. - a failing or short-
coming: they did not like having the deficiencies of their
citypOinted out to them.

de.fi.cien.cy dis·ease ~n. a disease caused by the
lack of some essential or important element in the
diet, usually a particular vitamin or mineral. See
also IMMUNODEFICIENCY.

de.fi.cien.cy pay·ment ~n. a payment made, typical-
ly by a government body, to cover a financial deficit
incurred in the course of an activity such as farming
or education.

de.fi.cient Idi'fiSHantl ~adj. \predic.\ not having
enough of a specified quality or ingredient: this diet
is deficient in vitamin B. - insufficient or inadequate:
they trashed the legislation as deficient. - (also mentally
deficient) offensive having a mental handicap. c>late
16th cent. (originally in the theological phrase defi-
cient cause, denoting a failure or deficiency that has
a palticular consequence): from Latin deficient- 'fail-
ing,' from the verb deficere (see DEFECTI).

def.i.eit I'defasitl ~n. the amount by which some-
thing, esp. a sum of money, is too small. - an excess
of expenditure or liabilities over income or assets in
a given period: an annual operating deficit \ the budget
willremain in deficit. _ (in sports) the amount or score
by which a team or individual is losing: came back
]i'om a 3-0 deficit. _ technical a deficiency or failing,
esp. in a neurological or psychological function:
deficits in speech comprehension. t>late 18th cent.: via
French from Latin deficit 'it is lacking,' from the verb
deficere (see DEFECTl).

def.i.cit fi.nanc.ing ~n. government funding of
spending by borrowing.

def.i.cit spend·ing ~n. government spending, in ex-
cess of revenue, of funds raised by borrowing rather
than from taxation.

def.i.lade /,defa,lad; ,defa'iadl Military ~n. the protec-
tion of a position, vehicle, or troops against enemy
observation or gunfire.

~ v. \trans.\ protect (a position, vehicle, or troops)
against enemy observation or gunfire: las adj.\ (de·
filaded) a defiladed tank. C>early 19th cent.: from
French defiler 'protect from the enemy' + ·ADEI.

de.file' Idi'fill ~v. \trans.\ sully, mar, or spoil: the land
was defiled by a previous owner. See note at POLLUTE.
_ desecrate or profane (something sacred): the tomb
had been defiled and looted. - archaic violate the chasti-
ty of (a woman). I> late Middle English: alteration of
obsolete defou!, from Old French defouler 'trample
down,' influenced by obsolete befile 'befoul, defile:
-de.file.ment n. -de·fil·er n.

de.file2 Idi'fiI; 'de,fill ~n. a steep-sided, narrow gorge
or passage (originally one requiring troops to march
in single file).

~v.\intrans.\ archaic (of troops) march in single file: we
emerged after defiling through the mountainsides. C>late
17th cent.: from French defile (noun), defiler (verb),
from de 'away from' + file 'column, file.'

de,fine Idi'finl ~v. \trans. \ 1 state or describe exactly
the nature, scope, or meaning of: the contract willseek
to define the client's obligations. - give the meaning of
(a word or phrase), esp. in a dictionaly. - make up or
establish the character of: for some, the football team
defines their identity. 2 mark out the boundary or lim-
its of: [as adj.\ (defined) clearly defined boundaJies.
_ make clear the outline of; delineate: she defined her
eyes by applying eyeshadow. t>late Middle English (also
in the sense 'bring to an end'): from Old French de-
finer, from a variant of Latin definire, from de- (ex-
pressing completion) + finire 'finish' (fr0111finiS
'end'). -de·fin·a·ble adj. -de·fin·er n.

de.fin.i.en.dum Idi,fine'endaml ~n. (pl. ·da I-dall a
word, phrase, or symbol that is the subject of a def-
inition, esp. in a dictionary entry, or that is intro-
duced into a logical system by being defined. Con-
trasted with DEFINIENS.I> late 19th cent.: from Latin,
'that which is to be defined,' from the verb definire
(see DEFINE).

de.fin.i-ens Idi'fineanzl ~n. (pl. de·fin·i-en·ti·a Idi,fine-
'ensH(e)a/) a word, phrase, or symbolic expression
used to define something, esp. in a dictionary entry,
or introducing a word or symbol into a logical sys-
tem by providing a statement of its meaning. Con-
trasted with DEFINIENDUM.c>late 19th cent.: from
medieval Latin, 'defining,' present participle of
definire (see DEFINE).

de.fin.ing mo·ment ~n. an event that typifies or de-
termines all subsequent related occurrences.

def.i.nite I'defanitl ~adj. clearly stated or decided; not
vague or doubtful: we had no definite plans, - clearly
true or real; unambiguous: no definite proof has
emerged. _\predic.\ (ofa person) certain or sure about
something: you're ve1Y definite about that! - clear or
undeniable (used for emphasis): video is a definite asset
in the classroom. _ having exact and discernible phys-
ical limits or form. c>mid 16th cent.: from Latin
definitus 'defined. set within limits,' past palticiple
of definire (see DEFINE).-def·i·nite·ness n.
USAGE For an explanation of the difference be-
tween definite and definitive, see usage at DEFIN'
ITIVE.

def.i.nite ar.ti·cle ~n. Grammar a determiner (the in
English) that introduces a noun phrase and implies
that the thing mentioned has already been men-
tioned, or is common knowledge, or is about to be
defined (as in the book on the table; the OIt of govern-
ment; the famous poet and short story wliter). Compare
with INDEFINITEARTICLE.

def.i.nite de.scrip·tion ~n. chiefly Philosophy a noun
phrase introduced by the definite article or its
equivalent, and purporting to denote a particular
entity or phenomenon.

def.i.nite in.te.gral ~n. Mathematics an integral ex-
pressed as the difference between the values of the
integral at specified upper and lower limits of the
independent variable.

def.i.nite.ly /,defanitlel ~adv. without doubt (used for
emphasis): I willdefinitely be at the airpOlt to meet you. \
_ in a definite manner; clearly: we couldn't plan to go
elsewhere until we had heard from you more definitely.

def.i.ni.tion l,defa'nisHanl ~n. 1 a statement of the
exact meaning of a word, esp. in a dictionary, - an
exact statement or description of the nature, scope,
or meaning of something: our definition of what

constitutes poetry. _ the action or process of d
something. 2 the degree of distinctness in
of an object, image, or sound, esp. of an ima
photograph or on a screen. - the capacity of
strument or device for making images dis -
outline: [in combinationj high-definition televiSion.
Middle English: from Latin definitio(n-), fr-t=
verb definire 'set bounds to' (see DEFINE).
tion.al l,sHanll adj. -def·i·ni·tion·al·ly I-SHan .

~PHRASE 0 by definition by its very nature; .
cally: underachievement, bydefinition, is not due to
talent.

de.fin.i.tive Idi'finitivl ~adj. 1 (of a conclu -
agreement) done or reached decisively and \,
thority: a definitive diagnosis. - (of a book or
text) the most authoritative of its kind: the
biography of Hany T111man. 2 (of a postage s
general use and typically of standard desi
special or commemorative.

~n. a definitive postage stamp. t>late Middle
from Old French definitif, -ive, from Latin de
from definit- 'set within limits,' from the verb
(see DEFINE),-de·fin·i·tive·ly adv.
USAGE Definitive in the sense 'decisive,
tional. final' is sometimes confused with d
Definite means 'clearly defined, precise,
fixed limits,' but definitive goes fulther, m
'most complete, satisf'ying all criteria, m
thoritative': although some critics found a few
weak spots in the author's interpretations, his
nonetheless widely regarded as the definitive h'
the war, A definite decision is simply one
been made clearly and is without doubt. wh
definitive decision is one that is not only
sive but also carries the stamp of authority
benchmark for the future, as in a Supreme ~
ruling. It is a common error to use defini -
though it were a more elegant way of sa~
nite.

de.fin.i.tive host ~n. Biology an organism t:ba::
ports the adult or sexually reproductive fo
parasite. Compare with INTERMEDIATEHOST.

def.la.grate I'defla,grall ~v. dated Chemistry
away or cause (a substance) to burn away with
den flame and rapid. sharp combustion: [t '"
run·ent will deJiagrate some of the particles. c>earl}
cent.: from Latin deJiagrat- 'burned up,' fro;
verb deJlagmre, from de- 'away, thoroughly' +"
'to burn.' -deNa·gra·tor I-tarl n.

def.la.gra.tion l,defla'grasHanl ~n. the action
ing a substance until it burns away rapidly. -
cal combustion that propagates through a
across the surface of an explosive at s
speeds, driven by the transfer of heat.
with DETONATION.t>early 17th cent.: from
deJiagmtio(n-), from the verb deJiagrare (see
GRATE).

de.flate Idi'flatl ~v. 1 \trans.\let air or gas 0
tire, balloon, or similar object): he deJiated -
tires. _\intrans.\ be emptied of air or gas: tht
deJiated. 2 cause (someone) to suddenly lose
dence or feel less impOltant: las adj.j (della
news left him feeling utterly deJiated. - reduce tbr
of (an emotion or feeling): her anger was
3 Economics bring about a general redu -
price levels in (an economy). t>late 19th cenL
DE. (expressing reversal) + -.fIclte(as in inJlate).
lIa.tor I-Iarl n.

de.fla.tion Idi'flasHanl ~n. 1 the action or p
deflating or being deflated: deJiation of the ill
the 19605 were a perpetual pa'ty. 2 Economics
tion of the general level of prices in an e
3 Geology the removal of palticles of rock.
etc .. by the wind. C>late 19th cent. (in the s
lease of air from something inflated'):
FLATE;sense 3 via German from Latin deJlat-
away: from the verb deJiare, -de·fla·tion·ist
& adj.

de.fla.tion.ar.y Idi'flasHa,nerel ~adj, of, chara
by, or tending to cause economic deflation.

de.flect Idi'flekll ~v. \trans.\ cause (some -
change direction by interposing something:
aside from a straight course: the bullet was
halTnlessly into the ceiling \ figurative he attempllll
Jlect attention away from his private life. - [intra
object) change direction after hitting some .
ball deJlected offhis body. - cause (someone) to
from an intended purpose: she refused to be
from anything she had set her mind on. - cause
thing) to change orientation: the compass ne
fleeted from magnetic north by metal in the
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