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mO-sa, mi-, -z~\ n [NL, fr. L mimu.r 
1s (Mimosa) of leguminous lre,:s, shru 1n4n•I (· 
rm region$ with usu. bipinnate often ~. 11d •~11 
of mall while or pink flowers 2 . ~~Ckly I~~ I 
nsisting of champogne: ,,nd orange J~!c lK ~~~ 
~ (L, rr. Ok 111110, or Sern origin; uk! c p1 
I , an ancient unlt of weight Md vnhic: 10 lltl) 1

1 
ac,.able \ ' nii-n:>-b~l\ a,U (co. 1570) . J"~l to,r'III.,. 

. • l>•oi.,·""bL'II 
a-'ret, 'mi-na-,\ n [F. fr. Turk QI'~ 
,anarah lighthouse] (1682) : a ~ 
er of a mosque having one o.- } 
from which the summons to 

1y the muezzin 
1i-na-1tOr-e, 'mi-, -,t6r-\ adj 

fr. L minari to threaten -
~] (1532) : having a menacing 
.TENING 
me-nod-'yer\ n [F, fem. of 
:ted, coquettish, fr. minauder 
) : a small decorative case for 
uticles (as cosmetics or jewel-

\ vb minced: minc0 ing [ME, 
fr. (assumed) VL minutiare, 

1allness - more at MINUTIA] 
o cut or chop into very small 
subdivide minutely; esp : to 
ting up 2 : to utter or pro­
'.ectation 3 a archaic : MINI­
restrain (words) within the 
rum ,..._, vi : to waJk with short 
affected manner - minc•er n 

rninaret 

1: small chopped bits (as of food) ; specr'f· 
WERla ,l,f~~ 

1ln(t)s-,mct\ 11 (1663) 1 : minced mca, 2 j 
re (o,. or mlsin.•, npples, nd pice,c) so : 1 1!111, 
on i,sed pi.e filling 3 : a slate of dcstru~·•lrrn., 'Iii 
I fn th phrase: mn!M mirrcemcar of tloo OI._ 
,J-$11)\ adj (1530) : affectedly dainty or d•llcai 
,dv •~111ii, 
(ME. f1 . OE gt'lnJmd: akin 10 OHO gim11a1 , 

,d, man€re 10 rcrnlnd, warn, Gk menos >plnt'/4""1rr.l 
to remember) (be(. J2c) I : RECOU.Ecno ' ~-Glllo( 
,) (time ou1 of-') 2 n : the clement or 00' 'Ml:lQi 
:llvidunl that feels, perceives, rh!nks, will., .:;:P.ibl.•«4 
>nsclous. m~nlnl evenll< an!l c:,pnbllltlc In nnd t\P,'1> 
,d conscious 11nd unconscious ndnptive m,ntati.....: 

3 : l~ON, DESm <I ch11ngcd my ~) ◄''!I 
hy con<ht1on or the mental faculllc.< s : OPINION llli 
, MOOD 7 11 : a pc.r<on or gn>up cmbod • ''11t 

ublic ~) b : lnlellccl'ual nhllit 8 eap cr~l1/tll/l 
9 : a con.,.:fou substratum or factor in ihc unh:_So 
1 chiefly dial : REMIND 2 chiefly dial : ~1'18Ml!ll J 
losely 4 a (1) : to become aware of : '<>UCB (2)': 
ntion : consider important - often IJ>(d IMho I •• 
1ln11· )11>11 r~r emphMls (I'm not against Jn,pla.~ 
"<:fuse 10 .-.1 nnd tare nl n blunk POI!• ,wmn, forl 
:omb) b chief/ydiaJ : tNTEND,PUR E S1 ·(o 
c ly in order to obey b : 10 follow the ordcrsorimu., 
,o be onccmcd ubout b : DI UKB don't~~ 
ul : SEB <"':'YOU finish it) b : to be CAUtiouubob1( ... 
ii) 8 : 10 give pr fcctlve cnre 10 : Tl!ND ~ 1'1 I ; ioli 
;y 2 : lo become onccroed : CARE 3 : to Pl!' aid 
ntion - mind-er n 
\ 'm n{tl)-.bon•<ll11\ adj (1965): MIND·DLOjl'lliO 
\•,bl6-lo\ <1,U (1967) I : PSYCHEOEUC In 1 :~ 
1ind,blow-<>r \- ,bl6( -~)r\ n 
: \-,b· -g(:,.)11!)\ adj (l!,164) : mentally or c1nodon>lb'1t 
helming - mlnd-bog0 gling.Jy \-le\ adv 
l;,d\ adj (I Sc) l : INCLINED. DISPOSED 2 : bmllJ 
11pecifled kind or concerned with n specl!lcd 1im...,. 
nbiuation (nnrrow-mindtU() ( hcalth•mi11d,d)-* 
;is\ fl 

ng \ 'mind-lk-,spnn-dio\ tJqj ( 1963) : PSYCHED!!!,IC 1, 
;IH~I\ ad] 04c) l : hcru-lng In mind r ,II.WARE 1 :It 
"~ - mlnd-luUy \-fa-Iii\ ad,, - mind,fnJ,.n 
adj (bcf. J 2c) I a : marked by II lack or min~ or.; 
, sleep) b (I) : marked b)' or displaying no US<"' 

1tcllcc1 <~ violence) (2) : r(qulrlng liulc; uen:;ltioltl 
''" lntellcctu II challenging or Limulatllli <~ 
2 : DOI mindful : HEEDLESS ( ~ or lhc ClQn.Wi 

1 adv - mind.Jess•ness n 
J887) : one that professes or is hold to be nbl< ~ 
thought without normal means of communh-~ 

·d)•,sel\ 11 (1926) I : a mentnl attitude or inclln•!Joll 1 
fmind , flt 
ic): 1hc mental focuJ1y of cooccivint1 lm•l!'"°j?'~ 
a/s,, : the mental picture so con~Jvcd <!" 1 •~. p. 

nosaurs, mrunmotbs, llOd $abertoothcd IJ&C1' 

[ME 111/110 fr. OE min - more nl MY] (bef. Lgc): 't:' 
vord beginning ,vitb ~ vowel or h ( thlS ir•""';°w 
, romclfmc ns II rnodiflcr of a preccdln& noUII, 
vated style 10 1111 .. 
or pl in constr {bef. 12c) : tha1 whlcb bcJ~nlS~~• 
following noun as a pronoun cquivn.tenl in rn 
V rlp!I;~ 
MF, fr. ( urned) VI. mi,u,, prob. of Celt "roill~ 
(14c) la :a pitor cxcav:uio11inth ~•rthfbl~ 

1cc .,re taken b : 11 ore dcposil Z : • tsj,-c 1bll 
on enemy position 3 : on encased Cl<P 0 

a;,r0und o ln water and set to explode when disturbed 4 
_..,d iJ1 tb• · of-supply 

f'!;;ob·SOJ~· mln,lng ,,, (14!') I o : to dig under to gain access or 
.r1 ,.i, ..-.1.p'se of nn enemy po,illon) b: UNDERMINB 2 a : to gel 
-e ih'~ol; II•• earth b : to extract· rrom n source (lnfonnnllon 
;;,;t',.,.i rro~he mes> 3: 1~. burro,~ bc'!cntl, the ,urfocc of ( lnrv I that 
ti!~/,ol1l 4 . 1o place m1l1tary mmes m, on, or under<~ n hnrbor) 
'li"'"f). 10• for ore or m~tal b : to process for obtaining a natural 
.J_ 10 di8 1(,...., 1hc fiir fof n.itrngco) e : to seek v:lluable-mntcriaJ in 
J•.;.1111eJ11 a ,nine - mtn•c,r n 
"'r(, 19 dlf,nin-,fcld\ 11 (I 886) 1 : nn a~n (as of water or land) set 
~~dd \ 2 : somdhlng ==b!ing n minefield ~P- In having mnny 

,...,ti> lfllnes quiring extreme caution 
~!!•,:;.\'.,m-~r. -,lc(-~)r\ n (1909) : n naval vessel for laying under­
~1•1'. cs 
'..;rflll

1
°\'min•r:>I, 'm!•oo-\ "· LME, ~r. ML mi,wro/1!, fr. naur. of mi• 

~ --.,,• ) 1 : ORI: 2 : an morgon1e subst.1nec (as in the ash of cal-
3 obs: MINE 4: somolhing nclthor:,nimlll nor vegc1 blc 

hornogcneole> c-rystalllne chemical element or compound 

115 rrom the inorg:,nic processes of nature; broadly : :,ny of 
u rallY occurring homogeneous subst:,nces (as stone, conl. 

snnd, petrolc~m, wn1cr, or nnturnl giu) obraincd usu. from 
b: n synthcuc substance having the chemical composition 

;, uUJn• Iorm nnd properties or a na1ur:illy occurring min•rnl 6 
.-;! <f>'I Ul"ER,\I. w.-TBR 
,li!!!j ~ di [ME, fr. ML mlueralis, fr. minera mine. ore, fr, O.F miltiore, 
..-:DJfl5cl I : of or relating to minerals; also : INORCh\NlC 2 : Im• 
~·"'"''e<1 .vilh mineral subst.,nces 
~I ls<' Brit1•ar of MINlllVJ.lZ 
~sl·iZ• \ 'rnin-r:>-,IIZ, 'm i-n:,.\ I'/ •!zed; ·lz•lng l l655) 1 : lO trans· 
jjiltt'j('al~etall fnto rm ore 2 o : to impregnnte orsupply with minerals 
~ h!Organic eompo'!nd b : to convert_ Into n:,rncrnl or ~norg:,ni<: 
« ..i .1 . p,6Tllll'Y - nun,er 0111-l:,.-able ,mrn•r.>-'h-:.>b:>I, ,mr-n:>-\ a,t,i 
fll"',w,'.u•al•i•Zll•tlon \-r:,-1:,-'z5•shon~ 11 - mln-er•al-i:i-er \'mln-r:i­
- tmi·n~·\n ,:i::!:i kiJ!gdom 11 {en .. 1691) : a basic group of natural objects that in-
~rnori;onlc obJect, - compare ANIMAL KINGDOM, PLANT KINO-

~..:,,a1.o-cor•tl•COid \,mln-r:>-10-'kor-1;,-,kold, ,mi-n;,-\ n (1946) : a 
~-terofd (as aldostcrone) that affects chieOy the electrolyte and 
~6>1llnce In th~ ~y- compa~ GLUCOCORTICOID 
!:.'::..at-o•ID' \,m1-n:>- rli-1:,.Jc, •'ra•\ n [prob. fr. (assumed) NL mine­
___, fr. I.L mmerale + L -logia -logy] (1690) 1 : a science 

fner~ls, thcfr crystnllosraphy, properties, classification, 
fdlslinguishing.them 2 : the minerologica.l chan,cteris• 

11rSdf~n nrca·, a rock, or a rock formMlon - min, r•al•og•i-coJ \,ml­
~~-Jf.kol. ,mJn-n>·\ also min°er 0 al,og 0 lc \-'la-jik\ a,(j - mln,er­

,-:1-caJ,Jy \-'lii•Ji •k(;,- Jc\ adv - min°er 0 al,o,gist \.ml-no-'rlH>Jlst, 

~ oil n (1805) : nn oil of mineral origin; esp : a refined petroleum 
llllwericsP- as • laxative 
..,ni spirits II pl but si111! nr pl irr canStr l927) : a petroleum d1 dllntc 
!Pl lrused esp. .l paint or varnish thinner 
..,.i waler 11 (1562) : water naturn!Jy or artlric!ally infused wilh 
llfrlm] lalts or gases (ns carbon dioxide) 
aftltn) wiu:" (c.n. 1864) : 11 wax of mineral orlgfn; i,sp : OZOKERrn; 
fillriJ "'00111 (en, 1881) : nY of various lighlwclghl vlCrcou~ rlbrous 
ll!lual•U<Cd c,p, In beat and wund Insulation 
llier•n \m>'nor-vo\ 11 [Ll : lhc Romnn goddess of wisdom - com• 
~A111ENA 
~ne \.mi-nr' trO-nC. -1str6n\ n [It, aug. of minestra, fr. mi­
,l/1/((Jlt.. to servct dish up, fr. miJJisrrare, fr. m;nister servant - more 
•~1 ( 1891) : a rich thkk vegetable soup usu. with dried beans 
1M p;uli (as macaroni or vermicelli) 
_,.-~p,er \'mln-,swe-por\ n (190S) : a watshl_p desigucd for remov­
lot•r 11<Utr.11iting mines by dragging - mlnc,sweep,ing \-plq\ 11 

!litc\lrnlo\ n [Chin (Bdjlng) 111i11g luminous] (1795) : a .Chinese dynas­
!fibl(d 1368-1644 and marked by restoration of earlier traditions and 
Jibe W> l>Y perfection of es1nblishcd 1echnlques 
'!ll1lt \'mll)-gol vb mln•ded; · mi.n,gling \·s(:>·)li!J\ [ME menglen, 
~•~171~g,11 to mix, fr. bE 111~11gu11: llkin lo MHG me11gc11 to mix, 
_,,..,,.,,, to knead) vi (ISc) l : to bring or mix together or ,vith 
j'!1~~g el><: usu. wilhout fun<famenlal loss of identity : JNTERMIX 
~,.,..,c: to prepare hy mixing : CONCOCT~ vi 1 : to become mm­
llftpjlf,: to come lntn ~ontact : ASSOCIATE b : to move about (as in ._l' d11glurl with the NUCslS) syn see MIX 

i
lrti, ~bo'mfJJ•\ n lperh. fr, Ming) {19.48) : a dwarfod evergreen conifer 
~ . ":':'l; also : _on nrtlficial plant rescmbllJig this 
. mm-ie\ adj mm 0gl0 er; -est lperh. blend of •mean and stingy] 

'IIW~,- MEAN, s:mo_v. 
111;iotJ::~ni~ od1 [mrnr-] (1954) 1 : small in relation to others of the 
'!'ln . : of short length or duration : BRIEF 
•·~-~i.o-1 (1961): something small of its kind: as a: MINICAR 
llfij; ~!LT c : ~f!"tCOMPUTER 
~~,form [TJ11111aturc ) : smnllcr or briefer th,in usual, normal, nr 

,,>rlnlcou rsc) (mimbu~) 
• \

1
rtd-nE.•>1chUr, 1mi-ni-1ch\Jr, 'min•Y>, -Ch='r, ... ,t)'\'11•, -,tUr\ 
ort of lllumlnmlng a manuscript, fr. ML. fr. L mi11ia111S. 
to color with mlnium, fr. m/11/ru11 red lead] ca. 1586) I 

a much reduced scale b : omething small of its kind 2 
an ltlumJnatcd book or 1nanu.;crip1 3 : the art or palnt-

4 . ' • vc1'l! small portrait or other painHng (a, on ivory 
r ln,1,a0 tur0 ist \•,chur-l<t. -oh~r- •,tyilr- -,tur-\ n - min• 

.lliiiaJaii:; \.'!'1-nc-~-ch:,.' ris-tlk , 1mi•nl-, ,min-y>, . ;1yu-, -,tu-\ adj -
~IOJ,i, e? ln A grcnlly diminished ,iz.c, form, or scale 
~ aq; (1714) : being or represented on a small ·ei1lc ,Y.)'n , ec 

re ~If 11 0915): a novelty golf game played with a putter on a 
~ urse usu. having tunnels, bridges, sharp c:omcD, and ob-

t'i•u~ln,scbcr \-'pln(t)-sh~r\ n (1929) : any of a breed of toy dogs 
"'iilini,it""). all Dobcrmnn pinschcr and are 10 to 12'/2 inches (25 to 

rs in hc{gh1 at the withers 

mine • minister 739 

miniature schnauzer n (ca. 1929) : any of a breed of schnauzers that 
are 12 to 14 inches (30 to 36 centimeters) in height at the withers and 
are c13SSified as terriers 

min•i•a•tur•izc \'mi-ne-a-cha-1riz1 
1mi-ni-cha-1 

1min-ya-ch~-. -1tyll-, -,ttl-\ 
vt -!zed; -iz•lng (1946) : to design or construct in small size - min•i•a­
tur•.l•ZB•ti~n \,mi-ne-a-,chllr-a-'za.shan, 1mi-ni-, ,min•ya-, -char-, 
-,tyur-, -1tur-\ n 

mini•bar \'mi-ne-,biir\ n (1984) : a small refrigerator in a hotel room 
that Is stocked with esp. :tlcob,olfe beverages o.nd ,nook.• for guests 

~:bike \ 'ml-nS-,bik\ 11 (1962) : n small onc•pas:<cnge motorcycle 
with a low frame and raised handlebars - mini•blk-er 11 

mini,bus \-,b.s\ n (1958) : a small bus or van 
~f.CBlll \-,kam\ trademark - used for a portable television camera 
DllDl•Clllllp \ -,kamp\ n (1979) : a special abbreviated training camp for 

foo1bnll plnyc.rs-hcld esp. in the ~ring or early summer 
mini-car \-,kiir\ 11 (1949) : a vory $moll automobile; asp : SUBCOMPACT 
mln.i,co_m 0 pul•e~ \,mi,na-kam-'p¥6-l>r\ 11 (1968) : " small computer 
that 1s 1ntennedta!e between a microcomputer and a mainframe in size, 
speed, and capacity, that can support time-sharing and that is often 
J:fcdicaccd to n single application ' 

mlni,-course \ 'mi-ne-,kors, -,kors\ n (1970) : a brief course of study usu. 
Jastm.s, less than a semester 

mini•dress \'mi-ne-,dres\ n (1965): a short close•Ol'ling dress 
min:ie ball \'mi-ne-, ,1,T1i-ne-'a-\ n [Claude EtienncMlnii' tl879 Fr. army 
officer] (1859) : a nfle bullet with a conical head used in muzzle• 
]oading firearms 

min•i-fy \ 'mi-n.-,fi\ vt -fled; -fy-ing (L minus less+ E -ijj,] (1676) : LESS-
EN 

min•i•kin \'ml,ni-k.n\ n [obs. D minneken darling, ultim, fr, MD minne 
love, beloved; akin to OE gcmy11d mind, memory,- more at MIND] 
(! 761) arc~a(c :_ a small or dninly creamre - minikin fldj 

mini-lab \ m1-ne-,lab\ n (1982) : a retail outlet offering rapid on-site 
film development and printing 

min•im \ 'mi-n.m\ n [L minimus least) (15c) I : RALF l'OTE 2 : some­
thing very minute 3 - see WEIGHT table - minim adj 

min°i,mal \'mi-na-m.J\ adj (1666) I : relating to or being a minimum: 
as a : the least possible (a victory won with~ loss of life) b : barely 
ade9uate (a ~ standard of living? c : very small or slight (a~ inter­
est 1.n art) ~ of!en cap : of, .-elating to, or being minimal art or mini­
mahsm - mm0 1°mal,ly \-m.-le\ adv 

minimal art n (1965) : abstract art consisting primarily of simple geo-
metric forms executed in an impersonal style 

minimal brain dysfunction n (1972) : ATTENTION DEFICIT DISORDER 
min•i0 maJ0 ism \ 'mi-n.-m.-,li-z.m\ n (1969) 1 : MINIMAL ART 2 : a 
~tyle or technique (as in music, literature, or design) that is character­
ized by extreme spareness and simplicity 

'min•i•mal0 ist \-list\ n (1907) 1 : one who favors restricting the func­
tions and powers of a political organization or the achievement of a set 
of goals to a minimum 2 a : a minimal artist b : an adherent of mini­
malism 

'~alist adj (1967) : of, relating to, or done in the style of minimal­
ism 

minimal pair n (1942) : two linguistic units that differ in a single dis-
1inc::tive feature or constituent (as voice in the initial consonants of bat 
and pat) 

mini-max \'mi-ni-,maks\ n (minimum + maximum] (1918) : the mini­
mum of a set of maxima: esp : the smallest of a set of maximum possi­
ble losses each of which occurs in the most unfavorable outcome of a 
strategy followed by a participant in a situation governed by the theory 
of qarnes - compare MAXlMfN 

mim•mill \'mi-ne-,mil\ n (1969) : a relatively small-scale steel mill that 
uses scrap metal as starting material 

min-1,mise Brit var of MINIMIZE 
min•i•mize \'mi-n,-,m1z\ vi -mized; -miz•ing (1802) 1 : to reduce or 
keep to a minimurp. ,2: to unde~estimate intentionally: PLAY DOWN, 
SOFf·Pll'DA.1. ( m/1111111;:/ng losses m our own forces wbllc mo.~imizing 
those of !he enemy) - mln•l 0 mi,za-tion \,mi-n~-m:>-'za-shon\ n -
min•i•miz•c.,. \ ' mi•m.~·1mi-~r\ n 

min-i•mum \ 'mi-n~m.m\ n, pl •l•ma \-na-m.\ or •I-mums [L neut. of 
minimu., smallest; akin to L minor smaller - more at MINOR) (1674) 1 
: the least quantity assignable , admissible, or possible 2 : the least of a 
set of numbers: specif : the smallest value assumed by a continuous 
function defined on a closed intervaJ 3 a : the lowest degree or 
amount of variation {as of temperature) reached or recorded b : the 
l<?west speed nllowed on a highway - minimum adj 

minimum wage 11 (1860) l : LI.VlNO WAOE 2 : the lowest wage paid or 
pennilted 10 be paid; :rpecif : n wnge flxed by legal authority or by con­
trnct ns the least that may be pnld either to employed pcr;ons,gcncrally 
or to a particular cntegoey of employed pe1'$'0DS 

min•ing \'mi-nio\" (1523): the proccs:. or business of working mines 
min,ion \ 'mln-y~n n fMF mlgno11 dnrllng] (1501) t : 11 servile depen­
dent, follower, or underling 2 : one hit:hly favored : 1001, 3 : a sub­
ordinate or pcuy official 

m!n!•park \ 'mj-nc-,piirk\ 11 (1967) : :, small city pnrk 
IDJDl•school h kDI\ 11 1968): an e:(perlmental school offering special­
ized or lndlvlduol instruction to It• students' 

mln-is,culc \ 'ml-nos-,kyil(o)l\ var a/MINUSCULE 
mini 0 se 0ries \ 'mi-ni!-,sir-(,)!z\ ti ( 1973) : a television production of a 

s1ory pre.coted in sequenefal episodes 
mini• kirt \'mi-ne-,sk~rt\ n ( 196S): a woman's short skirt with the hem­
line several Inches above the knee - mini,skirt,ed adj 

mini,sta te \ -,stiil\ 11 (1966) : a small independent nation 
1min•ls•lcr \ 'ml-n:>- ~r\ 11 [ME ministre, fr. OF, fr. L minis/er servant· 
akin 10 L 111i11or ·m.,,llcrJ (14c) I : OENT 2 a : one oraduting ur as'. 
sfstlng the officiant in church wor<hip h : a c lergyman esp. of n l'rOI• 
estant communion 3 a: the superior of o ue of several religious ocders 
- called a1so minister-general b : the assistant to the rector or the 

\.\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \ . r\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \j\ job 
\l)\ sing \o\ go \6\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \ii\ fool 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a, k, n, re, re, 1.2, ie, Y\see Guide to Pronunciation 
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978 .1 redskin • reed pipe 

,.:i red-skin 'red·,Skin\ 11 (1699) usu of[ensfrc: AMERICAN INDIAN 

red snupP4'r n (H55) : nny or VRrious reddish fishes (as of the genera 
l.1,/jnnus nnd Seba.•tes) lncludlns scvcra·t food fishes 

rt'd snow n (1678) : snow colored by various airborne dusts or by a 
growth of algae (as of the genu• Cl,lomydomonas) 1ha1 contain red pig­
ment Md llve in th• upper layer of snow; olfO : u alga cousins r~d 
snow 

red soU 11 (1889) : any of a group of zonal soils chat deve lop In a worm 
temperate molSI climate under deciduous or mL~cd ro.rest nnd that 
have th.i.n organic and orgnnlc-mlneral lnyc~ overlying a ycJtowlsh 
brown leached L~ycr resting 011 an ifluvial red horb.on - called also re,J 
podzolic .\•oil • 

red spider 11 (1646) : SPTOBR MITE 
red spru.ce 11 (1777) : a .-pruce (Plcea rubens) of eastern No. America 
that has pubescent twigs and yellowish green needle.-. and i" :c1n impix­
tant source of lumber and pulpwood 

red squlll n {1738) 1 : n red-bulbed form of squjll (Urgi11~a madtima) 
2 : a rat poison derived from the .bulb of ,:ed ~uill 

red squirn,l 11 (1682) : a common and widely disttlbu1ed No. American 
squirrel (Tomiasd11n,s lmdsonicus) thaL has reddish upper parts and Is 
smaller thnn the gray squirrel 

red star n (1903) : a scar· having• very low surrace tcmpc.rature and a 
red color 

red-start \ 'rcd•,start\ 11 [red + obs. $fart handle, tail! (c . 1570) 1 : a 
small Old World ongblrd (J'hot.11/curus pltoel/icur11s ot the family Tur­
didac) with the male havill!I a white brow., blnck throat, and che~tnul 
brcas1 •nd tail 2 : nn AmericM' warbler (Sefop/mgo ruric/1/a or 1hc 
family Parulidac) with a black and orange male 

red-tmled hawk \'red-,tiild•\ 11 (1805): a 
wide! dl~tributcd ltlcfl ro.dcnt-callng· 
'New World hawk (Putt!O jomaice11sis} 
that Is usu. mottled. dusky above and 
white streaked d usky nd tinged with 
bu!f below and has a rather shor1 typi­
eall y reddish tall - called also redroi/ 

red tape n [fr. the red tape formerly used 
to bind legal documcmts In Enalantl) 
(1736) : official routine or procedure 
marked by excessive comple.xity which 
results In delay or inaction 

red tide 11 (1904): seawater dlscolorcd by red-to fed haw 
the presence of latgc numbers or di-
noflagellates (esp. of the genera Gonyou/a.~ and Gymnodfn/11111) which 
produce a toxin poisonou~csp. to many forms of marine vertebra~ Ufe 
and to humans who consume c,;,ntaminatcd shellfuh - compare SAX­
ITOXTN 

red-top \'rcd•,tap\ 11 (1790) : any of various grasses (genus Agrosrls) with 
usu. reddish paniclcs; esp : an imp0rtan1 forage. nd lawn gr:,.~, \,4 . alba 
syn. A. gigo11tea) of eastern o. America 

re.duce \ri-'dus, •'dylis\ vb re-duced; re,duc.fng {ME, to lead back, fr. 
l., red11cu1t, rr. re- + ducere to lead - more at TOW] w I~) t a : to 
drnw together or cause to converge : CONSOl..lDATB <~ nil the qucs• 
Uons to one) b (I) : to diminish In size, amount, extent, or number 
<~taxes)<~ thc 'likcllhood of war) ('2): 10 dccrc:,sc the volume lllld 
conccntrnte the flavor of by boillng (add the wine and ~ the snucc for 
two minutes) c : 10 narTOw down : 'RESTRICT (lhc fodlans were: r~• 
d11ced to.small reservations) d : to make shorter , ABRIDGE 2 orchoic 
: 10 restore to righteousness : SAVE 3 : 10 bring 10. a spcclflcd state or 
condition (tbc. Impact of the movie redrru d them to tears) 4 o : to 
force to cnpitulnte h : FORCE , COMP£!.. S n : 10 bring ton systematic 
form or charncrcr <~ natural events to laws) b : to put dow.n in writ­
ten or printed form (~ an ng,..,cmcnt to writ ing) 6 : to correct (a,i J 

fracture) by bringing displaced or broken pfif!.S back Into their normal 
po~itions 7 a : to lower in grndc or rank : DllMOTE b : to lower In 
condition or stnn,, : POWNORADE 8 11 : to diminish in strength or den­
sity b : to diminish in value 9 a (l) : to change the denominations or 
form or w!1hou1 changing the value (2) : to cons1.ruc1 • geometrical 
figure slmilllr to but smaller than (a given figure) b : to tranSposc 
[rom one form into nnolhcr: CONVERT c : to change (:in expression) 
10 an cqulvalcnt but more fundamental e.xprC$Sl0n <~ • frac1ion) 10 
: lo bxcnk down (as by crushing or grinding) : PUL.Vl!Rl>,B It a : to 
bring to the mctalUe stale by removal of nonmct3lllc clements<~ an 
ore by heat> b : DEOxtolZB c : to combine with or subJccl to the- 11<.:• 
tion of hydrogen d {I) : to change (an element or Ion) from a higher to 
n lowcy-oxidation state (2) : lo add one or more electrons to (an atom 
or Ion or molecule) l2 : to change {a stressed vowel) 10 n unstressed 
vowel ~ vi l a (I) : 10 become diminished or lessened: ~ P : to lose 
weight by dieting (2) : to become reduced (ferrous Iron ~s lo forrlc 
iron) b : 10 bcconw colice.nu,ncd or consolidated c : ·to undergo 
meiosis. 2 : to become convened or equated syn see DECREASB. CON· 
QUBR - re.due-er " - re•~uc,ibd ,l,ty \-,d0--'bi•lo-ta, •,dYO-\ 11 -

re,duc•lble \-'dil-s;,..b~l, · 'dyu-\ ad} - rc,duc,lbly \-ble adv 
reducing ageot n (1885) : a :mbstanc~ that reduces a chemical com-
pound usu. by donating e]edrom, 

re•dU~•taot \ri·'dak-1,mt\ II (1925): REJ)UCING ,,GEN1 

re,duc,tase \-,c.as, -,taz\ 11 1902) ; an enzyme that cata.lyzes reduction 
re,duc,tio ad ab.sur,dum \rl·'d~k-til-16-,-ad•~b-'S<lr-dom. -'dok•sc-o-. 
•s)lf·, -•t~r-\ n ru, Ill. , reduct.Ion to Lhe absurd! (1741) I : disproof or 
a proIX><•lion by sho,ving an absurdhy to which It lead~ when ctUTicd to 
its logical conclusion 2 : the ""-{TYing of somctb.lng to an absuid cx­
tn:me 

re-duc,tlon \rl,'dok-shon\ n [MB reducc/011 rcstorallon. fr. MF r~d11c• 
tfo,1, fr. LL & L; LL reduction-, reductio reduction (in a syllogism), fr. 
L, restoration, fr. reducere) (1.546) I : 1he l!Ct or proc«: of reducing 
: the st te or being reduced 2 a: something mnde bv ted11cins l, , Lhc 
amount by which something Is reduced 3 [Sp rei11cci6n, rr. L 
reduct/011-. nd11ctioJ : a So. American Indian settlement directed by Je­
suit missionaries 4 : M.e10s1s 2; specif : production of the gametic 
chromosome number In the first mololic division - n,.duc,tion,al 
\-shnal, -i h,..n'I\ a,U 

reduction d .lvis:fon 11 ( I 891} : the usu. first division of meiosis in which 
chromosome: reduction oc1,.;ur~; ulso : MEIOSIS 2 

reduction gCllT 11 (1896): n combination oC gears llScd 
put peed {as of ~ mnrine turbine) to " lower outpu1" t•du0 • 

ship's ptopeller) 1 ~<«t~ 'hi 
re,duc,fion•ism \rl· 'dok-sh,..,ni-zom\ " (1943) 1 . th ,(~ ,., 
plain a.II biological processes by the same explanai1o/ •ttcn,PI 
lnws) that chemists and physicist use 10 Interpret 1 • fas by ~ 
also : !be theory that complete, reducllcinism lJ poss/1,i"'rna1/~ 
durc or theory that. rcduce.1 complex data or phcno • 2 ,.1~:' 
terms; "'.P : OVl!RSIMPLfflCATION - re-duc,tlon.,ls m, •• to ~~ 
adj - re•duc,tlon,ls,tlc \-,dok-sh;i-'nis,,Uk\ aqj 

1 \-.Sh(~)nJi!~ 
re,duc,ti.ve, \ri-'dok-tiv\ od} (1!>33) I : or, ,~"1ting to, ca 1h -
Ing reduction i: of or relat ing to reductionism : REo':Jlng. <>if"--
re-duc,tive•IY adv- no,duc,tlve,n n Cl'Jo1'o.1b."..""-

re,dun-dan,cy \rl-'don-dan(t~c\ 11, pl -clcs (ca. 1602) ··""'-
or stale of being redundant : SllPc'RFl.tflTY b : tho 1 •: th~ 
components; al.so : uch component> c_ chle,/1.y Brit . '!f~ or "Cd~~ 
Job esp. by layoff 2 : PROl'llSION, A.BUNDANCB 3 a·. , am.,,ai r,-.::"'11 
clltion : P.ROLIXITY b : 3.1.l act or Instance of nctdi "'P<Tflu., tlltlia 
: the pa'! of ll message that can be eliminated withou~f rt:D<i.11~~ 
nformnuon . OSS ot ci;"II i 

re,dun-d1t11t \-d~nt \ aqj [L rt!d11nda11t•, redundans I> ~ 
overflow - more at REDOUND] 0594) 1 a : cx.;...i~:r re,1....,,.._ 

sary or normal : S\JPRRFLllOUS l, : cllaractcrizcd h , 0 w~•t •=-"'.IQ 
eXCC$; mecif: using more words !ban neces.ary O ~ .{•0ntoi 
simllruity or cepetillon (n group or particularly~ bric 1• 

ch/l(fly Brit : no longer needed for a Job and hence lal~ buifd~) ij 
FUSE. l.-.VISFI 3 : serving as a duplicate for prcvcntin8fatfrr '2 :~ 
tire S}-Slcm (a:< a spacecraft) upon failure of n'.<lnclc co,n ".~ofa;;,_ 
dun,dant-ly ado POntnt.::?:i; 

re,du,pll•co.te \ri•'dii-pli-,klh , •re-, -'dyil-\ ,., ILL redup/tc 
dupl/car~, fr. l., ,.,. + dupllcore 10 double - more 31 0 t;."-', PP,,ti& 

1570) l : to mnke or perform illlain : COP\', R6PEAT z Uc:ATijl;fi 
word) by redup!Jcation - re,du,pll•cate \.1,,-.,t\ oiJj • ' 10 fO!ijj1 

rc,du.pU,cn,tion \ri•,d ii.-pli-'k .,;hao, ,re-, -'dyii-\ n (ISSS) 1 
instance of doubling or rcltcrnting 2 o : nn often gran,,n : ill\ ~ 
tion·a1 rcpctltloo of radical clement or a pnn or 11 occ fu£ 
the beginning of n word <1nd often accompanied by ch.an II 
cal vowel b {I) : a word or form produced by redupticaU -
repented element in such a word or form 3 : ANADlPLds~ : t\a 
~~ca•tive \ri-'dD-pll-,kiHlv, ' re-, -'dy,1-\ adj - re,du,i,u.;, 

re 0 du 0 vi 0 id \ri-'dti-ve-ad, -'dyi'.i-\ 11 [ulhm. tr. L rt-duvia hang .
11

~ 
: ASS.SSIN RUG - reduviid ad.i na, (l™i 

re,du.s \(,}rc-•d~ks, 're-,\ oqj [L, return ng, fr. redut;,:., to le d 
(1873) : brought back - used pqs1p0sirlvely • bac[J 

red-ware \ 'rcd-,war, -,wcr\ 11 tea, 1797) : tarthenwnn: pottery 
clay containing considerable iron ox.Ide made r 

r~a;~~~r n (1594) : nny of several cn!Llc tll$Cascs characterized bi he-

red wheat 11 (1523) : a wheat that has red grains 
r~d wine n (15_94) : a wine with a pr~domin~ntly red color derived . 

mg fermentat10n from the natural pigment IO the skins of dark-co\du~ 
grapes ore, 

red,wlng \'red-,wiD\ 11 (1657) t , a European thrush I_Turdus lllolllll 
:;_,~C~B'::tiicus) having the underwing coverts 1 ed 2 ; REE>-Wtl\._ 

red-winged blackbird \ 'red-,wiod-\ 11 (1797): a No. American !,Ian. 
bird (,4gelaiusp/ro,,.11ict1u.r) of which the adull mnlc is blllcl<,wlthapatch 
o( bright scarlet at Lhe bend of the wingS bordered behind with Jtllow 
or buff - called also redw/1111 blot:kbfrd • 

red wolf 11 (] 840) : a wolf (Canis ruf11s ,vn. C. niger) orig, of the soutn· 
eastern U.S. 

red•wood \'rcd•,wud\ 11 (1634) 1: any of various woods yloldfua•IIII 
dye 2 : • Lrc:e that yield$ a red dycwood or produces n:d or ~ 
wood 3 a: :1 commercially lmponant coniferou., Umber tree,· ' 
sempen,irens) of the bald cypress family thnt grows chiefly in <odll 
California and somctiml:S reaches n height or 360 («ct (110 motci,)­
callcd also eoosl rt1dwood b : Its brownish red durable wood 

red worm n {1935) : BLOODWORM 
re-echo \(,)rc-'e•(,)k,o vi (1590) : to repeat or re1um ,n echo : «llo 
again. or repeatedly : IU!VBRDERATll ~ ,., : to echo back : REPR,lt 

'reed \ 'ri!d\ 11 LME reJq, fr. oe lmfod: akin to OHG hrlot lt•dl (lit~ IJQ 
la: any of v:lrious tall grassc.< with slender often promincnUyji,lmea 
stems chat grow esp.In wet areas b: a stem ofn "'ed c : •~°' 
thing too weak to rely on : one c.aslJy s,v,iycd or ov•rcom• 2J 1 

!!f0WLh or mass of reeds; specif: reeds for thatch ins 3 , ARRO'!'_fil 
wind inst.rumc,nt made from the hollo\\' joint of a plant 5 : :111~ 

FJebrcw unit of length equal to 6 cubit< 6 a : a thin elastic 10,,'I!.·: ~ 
of ca ne, wood, metal, or plasllc) fastened at one end o,·cr •!JJ't~~ 
ing In a wind lns1rument (n.~·a clarinet. organ pipe, or acco,atli.il 
set In vibration by an air current' b : a woo<lwind fnstrum.enr ,~ 
duccs sound by the Ylbrnllng or a reed "ll•lnst the mouthp•CCCd~~­
of an orehestn1) 7: a device on a loom rc-semblfng oo\m1?;,r~ 
space warp yams evml) 8 : REEOINO I a - reed-like ·•""' 

'reed sf (1951) : Mll.L 2 . , ,II 
reed-buck \'rcd-,bak\ n, pl reedbuck also ll"ttdbuc:ks ps34l -~ ► 
genu:, (Red1mca) of fawn-colored African antclop<:S m which 
m:,Jes ii.re hornless . • ·(• Itel· 

rc.-ed,ed \ 're-d,xl\ adj J.829) : decocatcd with reed< or re,dln&. 
with ~ posts) .,tidi/Wi 

re,ecU,fy \(,)re-'e-da-,fi\ vi -fied; -fy,lng [MB reedifie,1, rr. ~i~si;ilf11, 
fr. LL reaed{fi.care, fr. L re· + aedi/icore 10 bulfd - more 
(15c) Bril : R EJIUU.O gee>AdlJI 

recd-ing \ ' re-d.io\11 (1815) 1 a: a small convex mofdlng-JJ!-'O 
INO Illustration b: decoration by series of rcedJngs 2 '~Joaol­

re-edlt \C,)re•'C-dot\ Vf (1797) : to edit 118llin : make 3 new 
re•ed!•tion r~""'di•shan\ n . ro<DL 

reed-man \'rcd-,mao\ 11 {1938) : one who plays n rce~ •~ch th<~ 
reed organ 11 (1851) : -a keyboard wind instrumetll in ,v 
acts on n set of (,:cc reeds 100.,:bl' ~ 

reed pipe 11 {ca. 1741): n pipe-organ pipe producilll! Us 
lion of n beating recd In a current of air 




