ews

Inter-Society Elects
Mark Hyman as
Secretary/Treasurer

Mark Hyman, SMPTE’s current
delegate to the Inter-Society,
has assumed a new role as
secretary/treasurer.

The decision was made at the
January 2006 Board of
Directors meeting of the Inter-
Society, where delegates voted to alter the By Laws of the
organization to allow for a third officer level.

Since its inception, the Inter-Society has been governed by
a president and secretary-treasurer, each serving two-year
terms and the latter automatically succeeding to the presi-
dency thereafter. A new position of vice-president was insert-
ed between these two positions.

Officers Ted Costas, president, and David Tuckerman,
secretary/treasurer, drafted a proposal for the Board’s con-
sideration that a third officer be incorporated for the purpose
of getting more members actively involved, as well as to pro-
vide for a vice-presidential capacity in the absence of the
president. David Tuckerman has moved into the new vice-
president role until he becomes president in 2007. Hyman
will serve a single term and then ascend to the position of
vice-president.

The Inter-Society for the Enhancement of Cinema
Presentation, Inc., was founded in 1978 by Eastman Kodak
VP and former SMPTE President Ken Mason. The goals of
the organization are to foster interactive dialogue and joint
projects among distribution, exhibition, and trade organiza-
tions. Membership is composed of trade organizations, cor-
porations involved in the motion picture industry, studios,
exhibitors, technical consultants, and non-affiliated industry
persons. The groups—ACVL, ITEA, MPAA, NATO, and
SMPTE—remain active and each has designated a voting
delegate to the newly formed Board of Directors.

SMPTE Releases VC-1 Standard

SMPTE has announced the release of its much anticipated
Standard for Compressed Video Bitstreams. Release of the
VC-1 document, along with supporting Recommended
Practices, will guide companies in building interoperable
solutions using advanced compression technology.
“Standardization of VC-1 represents over two years of work
by more than 120 individuals representing over 75 media
and entertainment companies,” said Ingo Hontsch, Chair of
SMPTE’s Video Compression Technology Committee, which
oversaw development of the VC-1 standard, “and many com-
panies throughout the industry have been promoting VC-1

integration for some time now,” Hontsch said.

Formal standardization was proposed by Microsoft
Corporation, which contributed decoder source code and
other resources towards development of the process.

SMPTE’s Compression Technology Committee has also
formed a new Working Group dedicated to providing mainte-
nance of the test materials and documents, as well as the
administration of a bitstream exchange program. Microsoft
has contributed source code for an example encoder that is
available to committee members participating in this pro-
gram.

The VC-1 documents are SMPTE 421M-2006, “VC-1
Compressed Video Bitstream Format and Decoding
Process”—the Standard itself, as well as two supporting
Recommended Practices, SMPTE RP 227-2006 “VC-1
Bitstream Transport Encodings,” and SMPTE RP 228-2006
“VC-1 Decoder and Bitstream Conformance.” All three docu-
ments can be purchased on the SMPTE website at
www.smpte.org.

Tandberg Launches World’s First Professional
Multiformat MPEG-2/MPEG-4 AVC Decoder

Tandberg Television announced that it is bringing the bene-
fits of MPEG-4 AVC advanced video compression to players
in the video contribution arena. The launch of the world’s
first professional multiformat MPEG-2/MPEG-4 AVC SD/HD
decoder will enable network operators and broadcasters to
deliver both standard-definition (SD) and high-definition
(HD) content from studio to studio and across networks to
regional head-ends and affiliates. The leading-edge profes-
sional receiver, named the RX1290, is also ideal for use in
digital satellite newsgathering and digital electronic news-
gathering applications. Being capable of decoding both
MPEG-2 and MPEG-4 AVC, HD or SD, the RX1290 offers
the ultimate receive device to help the migration from
today’s SD broadcast environment to tomorrow’s HD-capa-
ble networks.

Thomson Unveils World’s Largest Digital
Cinema Test Center

Reinforcing its global leadership in digital cinema, Thomson
announced that its Technicolor Digital Cinema business, part
of the Services division of Thomson, has opened the world’s
largest digital cinema research and equipment testing facility
at the Technicolor campus in Burbank, CA.

In preparation for the company’s North American digital cin-
ema deployment, the Technicolor Digital Cinema Test Center
was established to evaluate the performance, reliability, and
functionality of digital projectors, servers, and related hard-
ware from major original equipment manufacturers (OEMs).
The results of the comprehensive testing and analysis con-
ducted in the state-of-the-art facility will determine the projec-
tor and server configurations to be deployed during
Technicolor Digital Cinema’s widely anticipated commercial
beta test, scheduled to begin this year in 200-250 screens
across North America.
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reaction to an industry call for ITU to
push forward and coordinate global
standardization effort in the field.

IPTV is a system where a digital tele-
vision service is delivered to con-
sumers using internet protocol over a

broadband connection. It will help

L pave the way for players, many of
E— P whom are already moving to IP-based
NGN infrastructure, to offer a triple-
play of video, voice, and data.
Standards are necessary in order to
give service providers, whether tradi-
tional broadcasters, ISPs, or telecom-
munication service providers, control
over their platforms and their offerings.

Geneva to Host ITU Telecom
World 2009

Geneva, Switzerland, will host ITU
Telecom World in 2009, according to
an announcement by ITU Secretary-
General Yoshio Utsumi. The decision
was reached following an evaluation of
all bids received and based on a re-
commendation of the ITU Telecom
board made in mid-March.

ITU Telecom events are renowned
as major meeting places for the global

NEW!

Avid Acquires Sundance Digital, Inc.

Avid Technology, Inc., announced that it has acquired
Sundance Digital, Inc., for approximately $12 million in cash.
Sundance, which is based in the Dallas, TX, area, is a leading
developer of automation and device control software for
broadcast video servers, tape transports, graphics systems,
and other broadcast station equipment. The acquisition further
widens Avid’s worldwide leadership position as a provider of
digital systems that produce, manage, control, and playback
television programming.

IPTV Given Global Standards Boost at ITU

The International Telecommunications Union (ITU) will take
the lead in international standardization for IPTV with the cre-
ation of a Focus Group on IPTV (IPTV FG). This announce-
ment follows an agreement reached at a public consultation
meeting held in April where around 120 experts from the
world’s leading ICT companies backed up ITU’s role in the
coordination of global IPTV standards. The decision was
made because of the benefits of worldwide standards for all
players in the IPTV value chain and the need to achieve
rapid progress to avoid market fragmentation. The first meet-
ing of this group will be held in early June 2006.

The announcement, while acknowledging that standards
work is ongoing in many different places, including ITU, is a

information and communication tech-
nology community and bring considerable economic benefits
to host cities. Six countries had originally applied to host the
World event, but two withdrew their offer during the process.
The four finalists were Birmingham (National Exhibition
Centre), Dubai (Jebel Ali Exhibition City), Geneva (Palexpo),
and Paris Nord (le Parc des Expositions).

The next ITU Telecom World event will be held in Hong
Kong, China, from December 4-8, 2006. It is expected to
bring together 800 to 900 exhibitors representing 50 different
countries and 2,500 participants at the Forum.

Kodak Announces Final Processing Dates for
Kodachrome Super 8 Film

Eastman Kodak Company announced that Kodak-certified
processing of Kodachrome Super 8 film will no longer be
available after August 1, 2006.

The move follows Kodak’s announcement on May 6, 2005
that it would exit the manufacture of Kodachrome Super 8
film. At that time, the company alerted customers that they
would have approximately one year to process their Super 8
film with Kodak.

According to Kim Snyder, general manager and vice-presi-
dent for Image Capture products, Entertainment Imaging at
Kodak, the decision was driven by marketplace dynamics.

Kodak Ektachrome Film is now an alternative for
Kodachrome users.
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Wireless Solution

LightPointe has introduced the FlightStrata HD, a high-band-
width, wireless solution for meeting high-definition television
(HDTV) requirements, including the delivery of realtime,
remote HDTV-quality broadcast video and audio feeds. The
FlightStrata HD transmits uncompressed HDTV signals wire-
lessly at full-duplex throughput of 1.485 Gbits/sec. An optical
wireless product based on free space optics (FSO) technolo-
gy, the FlightStrata HD uses beams of light for sending high-
quality, realtime HDTV video streams at recommended dis-
tances up to 750 m between a remote HDTV camera and
production studio facility or remote satellite truck. It is fully

compatible with the HDTV serial digital interface (HD-SDI)
transmission industry standard (SMPTE-292M). The system
also incorporates multibeam transmission, auto tracking,
optical beam shaping (OBS) and automatic power control
(APC).

Harris Corp., www.harris.com

LightPointe, www.lightpointe.com

NVision, www.nvision.tv

Panasonic, www.panasonic.com/projectors
Sony, www.sony.com

Tektronix, www.tektronix.com

Obituaries

J. Creighton Douglas, a Life Member, passed away on
February 6, 2006. He was 81 years old.

Sigmund J. Jacobs, 93, a
SMPTE Life Fellow and an inter-
nationally recognized authority
on explosives with the Naval
Surface Warfare Center, died
Feb. 25 of pneumonia at the
Sunrise assisted living facility in
Silver Spring, MD.

Jacobs joined the White Oak
laboratory of the warfare center,
then located in Silver Spring, in
the late 1940s. He held a number of positions at the
weapons research facility, including technical coordinator of
the program that developed the Trident missile. His exper-
tise was in explosives and propellants, and he helped devel-
op an important equation that is still used to predict the
results of detonations. He was one of the founders of the
International Detonation Symposium, which has been held
every four years since 1966.

When he retired in the late 1980s, Jacobs was senior
research scientist at the White Oak facility. In 1998, the det-
onation science facility at the Naval Surface Warfare Center
in Indian Head was named in his honor.

Jacobs was born in Minneapolis and received a bachelor’'s
degree in chemical engineering in 1933 and a master’s
degree in physical chemistry in 1952, both from the
University of Minnesota. He received a doctorate in physics
from the Van der Waals-Zeeman Institute for Experimental
Physics in Amsterdam in 1953.

SMPTE has recently learned of the passing of Yet Fai Lee,
a Life Member. A member of the Hong Kong Section since
1993, Lee passed away in Clifford, China, on June 5, 2005.

Richard J. Stumpf

SMPTE Life Fellow and motion
picture and television veteran,
Richard J. Stumpf, passed
away on February 2. He was
79.

In 1998, Stumpf retired after
29 years with Universal
Studios, where he was senior
vice-president of engineering
and development. Prior to that
he was director of sound and electronics, managing the
sound department for 14 years. He was co-inventor on two
patents while at Universal.

Early in his career Stumpf worked at NBC for 10 years and
for 7 years with RCA, specializing in television engineering.
Between these assignments he was in aerospace for 3
years working on the first man in space program, Project
Mercury. Stumpf had been a member of the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences since 1970. He served on
the Scientific and Technical Awards Committee for 23 years,
its Science and Technology Council since its founding, and
chaired the Council’s Technology History Subcommittee. He
was recognized with two Academy Awards for technical con-
tributions and the Academy Medal of Commendation in
1992.

Stumpf served the Society in many capacities, including
five terms on the Board of Governors. From 1984 to 1991 he
co-chaired the high-definition SMPTE Working Group that
wrote the 1125/60 production standard. He was also an
active member on the SMPTE Board of Editors. Stumpf
received the Samuel L. Warner Memorial Medal Award in
1986 and the SMPTE Presidential Proclamation award in
1997. In 1998 he received the NATO Lifetime Achievement
Award. He also served as CTO Emeritus of the
Entertainment Technology Center at USC.

Stumpf is survived by his wife of 48 years, Paula, sons
Derrick and Andrew, daughters Elisabeth and Barbara, and
their families including six grandchildren.
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New April 2006 SMPTE Standards, Recommended
Practices, and Engineering Guidelines on CD-ROM

Now with Television, Motion-Picture, and Digital Cinema
documents all on one volume of the CD-ROM.

Over 500 SMPTE documents included, plus 12 ITU-R Recommendations.

Includes the Approved VC-1 Compressed Video documents, Material eXchage Format (MXF) suite of documents, metadata,
analog and digital tape format documents, television studio and post production documents, motion-picture film camera and
projection documents, digital cinema audio and screen luminance documents—over 500 documents in all.

Among the new or revised documents are:
SMPTE 417M-2005 Motion-Picture Film (65-mm)—Camera Aperture Image and Usage, 15/70 Format
SMPTE 418M-2005 Motion-Picture Film (65-mm)—Camera Aperture Image and Usage, 8/70 Format
SMPTE 419M-2005 Motion-Picture Film (70-mm)—Projectable Image Area, 15/70 Format

SMPTE 420M-2005 Motion-Picture Film (70-mm)—Projectable Image Area, 8/70 Format

SMPTE 421M-2006 Television — VC-1 Compressed Video Bitstream Format and Decoding Process
SMPTE 424M Television — 3 Gb/s Signal/Data Serial Interface

SMPTE 425M Television — 3 Gb/s Signal/Data Serial Interface—Source Image Format Mapping
SMPTE 428.2 Television — D-Cinema Distribution Master—Audio Characteristics

SMPTE 428.3 D-Cinema Distribution Master Audio Channel Mapping and Channel Labeling
SMPTE 431.1 D-Cinema — Screen Luminance Level, Chromaticity and Uniformity

RP 224.7-2005 SMPTE Labels Registry

RP 225-2005 Registered Private Information in KLV

RP 227-2006 VC-1 Bitstream Transport Encodings

RP 228-2006 VC-1 Decoder and Bitstream Conformance

New 2006 pricing for one volume with Television, Motion-Picture, and Digital Cinema documents
SMPTE MEMBERS

[0 TV & MP, Single User License — 1 Individual (Single COpY) - . . .. oottt e $ 300
[0 TV & MP, Single User License — 1 Individual (Subscription). .. ... ... . . .. . . i $ 500
[0 TV & MP, 10 Simultaneous User License (Single COopY). . . ..ottt e e e $1200
O TV & MP, 10 Simultaneous User License (SUbSCription). . . . ...ttt e $1800
[0 TV & MP, Unlimited Corporate License—up to 5,000 employees (Subscription) .. .............. ... .. ........ $3000
[0 TV & MP, Unlimited Corporate License—over 5,000 employees (Subscription). .. ........... .. .. ... ......... $4000
NON-MEMBERS

[0 TV & MP, Single User License — 1 Individual (Single COpY) . . . .. oo o ittt e $ 400
[0 TV & MP, Single User License — 1 Individual (Subscription). .. ....... ... . i $ 700
O TV & MP, 10 Simultaneous User License (Single COopY). . . ..ottt et e et $1400
[ TV & MP, 10 Simultaneous User License (Subscription). . . .. ... e $2000

TOTALORDER PRICE . . . .. oottt ittt it ittt ettt e e et e e et et e e a e e nnnennnens $

All prices are in U.S. dollars and include shipment by US Postal Service airmail. CD-ROMs are provided subject to license agreement.

To order, please check product, number of user licenses, price, and payment.

Methods of payment: 0 Check O Credit Card 1O Bank Transfer SMPTE
Check payable in U.S. dollars on a U.S. bank. 3 Barker Avenue
Bank transfer to Bank of New York, 48 Wall Street, New York, NY ABA 021000018, White Plains, NY 10601 USA

Tel: +1 914 761 1100

Society of Motion Picture & Television Engineers. Account # 6703800945
Fax: +1 914 761 3115

Credit Card: [JMC O VISA [0 AmEX \Website: www.smpte.org
Card Number Expiration Date Signature

Name Title Company

Street Address

City State Zip

Phone Fax E-mail
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