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STORYBOARDING ON THE SUBWAY

TealPaint is a filmmaker’s mobile tableau

ARTISTIC LICERSE PRESIDENT SANDE ZEIG 15
a film distesburor, producer, dinscron, and
screenwriter, bur she’s no professional
graphic designer. 3o when she was serling
in during preproduction kst year on the
firse feature film she wrowe and directed,
The Cierl, she relicd on o few wols for belp.
Onie was an $18 software application rthar
somehocdy beamed directly ineo her Palm
Pilee thar allowed her o storyboard her
film o the move.

TealPainr is o simple paint program
from Software, a San Rafacl
California-based company starred by for-
mer Locos Arms employee Vinee Lee. Ie
works much like sy PC- or Mac-based
deawing progrom, with the wsuml podie
brushes and eraser rools. The difference is
thie the wser deawes with the Palm stylus as
if it were o pencil, instead of using o
RIS,

There are meone expensive storyboand-
ing progroms out  there,  inchading
SorvboardQuick ard Sroryloand  Armst
from Power Production Software, which
recail for $150 and $800, respecrively.
Many cditing software suites like Adobe
Premicre and Apple’s iMovie have story-
bonrd features that allow flmmakers o
freere stills from their lootage o place
within a storyboand remplaze, or work the
scripe from a rexr file around Bank boxes
left for drawing. But these don't facilivae
the drawing itsell

TealPaint's phes, says Zewg, © chat ir's
casy o use anel portable. *1 just fgured it
out on my own,” she sy “Somebody
beamed me the program and 1 siarted 1o
deawe [ realized thar o you animare the
frames [a feamure in the program], you
cmn get the frames o move thronsh o
ovek”

She s the prograom wes mose wseful
when she'd come home from a long doy of
preproduction ad she'd lie in bed with
Feer Palm Pibor and sort our her nese senes
of shots. She drew very simple srick fig-
v, bur seill s wis coonsh for Ber o @0
on when she goe behind the camens.

FealPoint’s founder says by now hie's
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TealPaint for Pabm QS

(Meovel Artistic Licanse prasi-
deet Sande Zoig storybaarded
ler divectorial beature debat
on her Paim Pilat esing the
TealPaind pragram,

Storybeard segaence from
Teig's The Gl

used o people geming in
roch with the company o
say they've found some
new uwse for TealPaine.
Already  the  company’s
Web sive feamures an “arc
gllery” of dozens of pic-
mres thar people  have
d[il"l] p“ﬁ! HENE st Llr 9
like a Exch-a-Sketch gollery
excepl more permanent.

“The progrom  wasn't
necessarily desygned for & specific pur-
pese,” Lee says. “So we hear these stonies
all the rime.”

Once, n wacher called o say she was
using TealPaint to each her soudenes
shapes and cobors—she'd quiz them righe
ot their desks by drowang on her Palm. An
engineer repormal wsing the progran an a
power plant, where be'd dmw skerches of
wiring in the field and then eransder taem

el Sepeember 20X

to @ PC in the office. An architect said be
skerches roafing desipns on locaion

Lee savs he had actually heard of
TealPaint's being wsed fo storyhoarding
before, when a designer ar Industnal Light
& Magic called n sov he was gsing the
program o create indevadual animation
cels. He would creare o
pemplare  backaround

aml then wse i us

i basas

for new drawi

funcrion thas “anim

the ndividual  frames
(ke a caroon  flip-
bhock) grew oar of thiat
call.

IR has  other
movic-industry  woals,
such as the new Teal-
Movie, which allows
users o play shore video
clips on their Palms, and
Teallle, «
reader thar could allow o

|li wament

flmmaker o diwnload a
whole screenplay 1o 5
Palm, but
inreractive on the fly
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like TealPaane
Since

handheld just
sgarting e pesch 2
(S s ver ool
g push for irs produces, Bur when i
does, Lee savs be'll stare o vour the vian-
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