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Announcing the winners for "Tsukuba Prize," “Esaki Leona Prize," and 
"Tsukuba Encouragement Prize": Ibaraki Prefectural Science and 
Technology Promotion Foundation 
On July 17, the Ibaraki Prefectural Science and Technology Promotion Foundation announced the recipients of the "20th Tsukuba Prize”, the 

"6th Esaki Leona Prize", and the "19th Tsukuba Encouragement Prize". The award ceremony is scheduled to be held in November at the 

Tsukuba International Congress Center in Tsukuba City (Ibaraki). 

The recipients of the "Tsukuba Prize" are Shinji Yuasa, head of the Spintronics Research Group at the National Institute of Advanced 

Industrial Science and Technology (AIST), and Professor Yoshishige Suzuki of Osaka University (Visiting Researcher at AIST). They were 

jointly recognized for the first successful creation of a three-layer "magnetic tunnel junction element (MTJ element)" in the world, composed 

of iron and MgO (magnesium oxide), paving the way for mass production. 

Professor Susumu Noda of Kyoto University was selected for the "Esaki Leona Prize" for successfully confining photons for a very long time 

using an artificial material called "photonic crystal" controlled at the nm (nanometer, 1 nm is one billionth of a meter) level, and for realizing 

excellent light-emitting devices. 

The "Tsukuba Encouragement Prize" will be awarded to Makoto Takeuchi, Ryo Naito, and Ken Ikeda of Astellas Pharma Inc. for developing 

an excellent overactive bladder treatment drug, and to Associate Professor Kazuto Nakada of the University of Tsukuba for discovering a 

unique biological coordination system of mitochondria. 

Public Interest Incorporated Foundation 

Tsukuba Expo Memorial Foundation 
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