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SYSTEMS AND METHODS TO WAKE UP A
DEVICE FROM A POWER CONSERVATION
STATE

FIELD OF DISCLOSURE

[0001] The present disclosure relates to devices in power
conservation states, and more particularly, to waking up
devices from power conservation states.

BACKGROUND

[0002] Despite advancements in functionality and speed,
mobile devices still remain largely constrained by finite bat-
tery capacity. Given the increased processing speeds of the
devices, absent some form of power conservation, the avail-
able battery capacity will likely be depleted at a rate that
significantly hampers mobile use of the device absent an
auxiliary power source. One form of energy conservation to
extend battery life is to put one or more elements of a device
into a power conservation state, such as a standby mode, when
those elements of the device are not actively in use.

[0003] Conventional approaches to waking up a mobile
device from standby often require a user to touch or physi-
cally engage the mobile device in some fashion. Understand-
ably, physically touching an electronic device may not be
convenient or desirable under certain circumstances, such as
if theuser is wet, if the user desires hands-free operation while
driving, or if the device is out of reach of the user. Speech
recognition technology may be used to wake up one or more
elements of a mobile device.

[0004] The performance of speech recognition technology
has improved with the development of faster processors and
improved speech recognition methods. In particular, there
have been improvements in the accuracy of speech recogni-
tion engines recognizing words. In other words, there have
been improvements in accuracy based on metrics for speech
recognition, such as word error rates (WER). Despite
improvements and advances in the performance of speech
recognition technology, the accuracy of speech recognition in
certain environments, such as noisy environments, may still
be prone to error. Additionally, speech recognition may
require a high level of processing bandwidth that may not
always be available on a mobile device and especially on a
mobile device in a power conservation state.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[0005] The present disclosure is best understood from the
following detailed description when read with the accompa-
nying figures. It is emphasized that, in accordance with the
standard practice in the industry, various features are not
drawn to scale. In fact, the dimensions of the various features
may be arbitrarily increased or reduced for clarity of discus-
sion.

[0006] FIG. 1 is an illustration of an example distributed
network including one or more computing devices, in accor-
dance with embodiments of the disclosure.

[0007] FIG. 2 is a schematic illustration of an electronic
device, in accordance with embodiments s of the present
disclosure.

[0008] FIG. 3 illustrates a flow diagram of at least a portion
of'a method for transmitting a wake-up inquiry, in accordance
with embodiments of the disclosure.

[0009] FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram of at least a portion
of'a method for waking up the example electronic device of
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FIG. 2 in response to receiving a wake-up signal, in accor-
dance with embodiments of the disclosure.

[0010] FIG. 5 illustrates a flow diagram of at least a portion
of'a method for transmitting a wake-up signal, in accordance
with embodiments of the disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

[0011] It is to be understood that the following disclosure
provides many different embodiments, or examples, for
implementing different features of various embodiments.
Specific examples of components and arrangements are
described below to simplify the present disclosure. These are,
of course, merely examples and are not intended to be limit-
ing. In addition, the present disclosure may repeat reference
numerals and/or letters in the various examples. This repeti-
tion is for the purpose of simplicity and clarity and does not in
itself dictate a relationship between the various embodiments
and/or configurations discussed. Moreover, the formation of a
first feature over or on a second feature in the description that
follows may include embodiments in which the first and
second features are formed in direct contact, and may also
include embodiments in which additional features may be
formed interposing the first and second features, such that the
first and second features may not be in direct contact.
[0012] In the following description, numerous details are
set forth to provide an understanding of the present disclo-
sure. However, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill
in the art that the present disclosure may be practiced without
these details and that numerous variations or modifications
from the described embodiments may be possible.

[0013] The disclosure will now be described with reference
to the drawings, in which like reference numerals refer to like
parts throughout. For purposes of clarity in illustrating the
characteristics of the present disclosure, proportional rela-
tionships of the elements have not necessarily been main-
tained in the figures.

[0014] Embodiments ofthe disclosure may include an elec-
tronic device, such as a mobile device or a communications
device that is configured to be in more than one power state,
such as an on state or a stand by or low power state. The
electronic device may further be configured to detect a sound
and generate a sound signal corresponding to the detected
sound while in the stand by state. The electronic device may
be ableto perform initial processing on the sound signal while
in the stand by state, and determine if the sound signal may be
indicative of one or more particular wake-up phrases. In cer-
tain aspects, main and/or platform processors associated with
the electronic device may be in a low power or non-process-
ing state. However, other processing resources, such as com-
munication processors and/or modules, may be used to gen-
erate the sound signal and process the sound signal to
determine an indication of the sound signal matching a wake-
up phrase. If the electronic device determines a relatively high
and/or a high enough likelihood that the sound signal may be
representative of a wake-up phrase, then the electronic device
may transmit the sound signal to a remote server, such as a
recognition server, to further analyze the sound signal and
determine of whether the sound signal is indeed representa-
tive of a wake-up phrase. In one aspect, the sound signal may
be transmitted to a recognition server for verification of
whether it is representative of one or more wake-up phrases as
part of a wake-up inquiry request.

[0015] In further embodiments, the recognition server may
receive the wake-up inquiry request from the electronic

Petitioner Exhibit 1006, Page 7 of 14



US 2014/0006825 Al

device and extract the sound signal therefrom. The recogni-
tion server may then analyze the sound signal using speech
and/or voice recognition methods to determine if the sound
signal is indicative of one or more wake-up phrases. If the
sound signal is indicative of one or more wake-up phrases,
then the recognition server may generate and transmit a wake-
up signal to the electronic device. The wake-up signal may
prompt the electronic device to wake up from a sleep or stand
by state to a powered state.

[0016] Therefore, it may be appreciated that, in certain
embodiments, one or more relatively lower bandwidth pro-
cessors of the electronic device may initially determine if a
detected sound may be indicative of a wake-up phrase while
higher bandwidth processors of the electronic device may be
in a stand by mode. In one aspect, the wake-up phrase may be
uttered by the user of the electronic device. If it is determined
that the sound may be indicative of one or more wake-up
phrases, then the electronic device may transmit a signal
representative of the sound to the recognition server for fur-
ther verification of whether the sound is indeed representative
of'one or more wake-up phrases. The recognition server may
conduct this verification using computing and analysis
resources, which in certain embodiments, may exceed the
computing bandwidth of the relatively lower bandwidth pro-
cessors of the electronic device. If the recognition server
determines that the sound is a match to one or more wake-up
phrases, then the recognition server may transmit a wake-up
signal to the electronic device to prompt the electronic device
to wake up from the stand-by state.

[0017] FIG. 1 is an illustration of an example distributed
network 100, including one or more mobile devices, in which
embodiments according to the present system and method of
the disclosure may be practiced. Distributed network 100
may be implemented as any suitable communications net-
work including, for example, an intranet, a local area network
(LAN), a wide area network (WAN) such as the Internet,
wireless networks, public service telephone networks
(PSTN), or any other medium capable of transmitting or
receiving digital information. The distributed network envi-
ronment 100 may include a network infrastructure 102. The
network infrastructure 102 may include the medium used to
provide communications links between network-connected
devices and may include switches, routers, hubs, wired con-
nections, wireless communication links, fiber optics, and the
like.

[0018] Devices connected to the network 102 may include
any variety of mobile and/or stationary electronic devices,
including, for example, desktop computer 104, portable note-
book computer 106, smartphone 108, and server 110 with
attached storage repository 112. Additionally, network 102
may further include network attached storage (NAS) 114, a
digital video recorder (DVR) 116, and a video game console
118. It will be appreciated that one or more of the devices
connected to the network 102 may also contain processor(s)
and/or memory for data storage.

[0019] As shown, the smartphone 108 may be linked to a
global positioning system (GPS) navigation unit 120 via a
Personal Area Network (PAN) 122. Personal area networks
122 may be established a number of ways including via cables
(generally USB and/or Fire Wire), wirelessly, or some com-
bination of the two. Compatible wireless connection types
include Bluetooth, infrared, Near Field Communication
(NFC), ZigBee, and the like.
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[0020] A person having ordinary skill in the art will appre-
ciate thata PAN 122 is typically a short-range communication
network among computerized devices such as mobile tele-
phones, fax machines, and digital media adapters. Other uses
may include connecting devices to transfer files including
email and calendar appointments, digital photos and music.
While the physical span of a PAN 122 may extend only a few
yards, this type of connection can be used to share resources
between devices such as sharing the Internet connection of
the smartphone 108 with the GPS navigation unit 120 as may
be desired to obtain live traffic information. Additionally, it is
contemplated by the disclosure that a PAN 122 or similar
connection type may be used to share additional resources
such as GPS navigation unit 120 application level functions,
text-to-speech (TTS) and voice recognition functionality,
with the smartphone 108.

[0021] Certain aspects of the present disclosure relate to
software as a service (SaaS) and cloud computing. One of
ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that cloud computing
relies on sharing remote processing and data resources to
achieve coherence and economies of scale for providing ser-
vices over distributed networks 100, such as the Internet.
Processor intensive operations may be pushed from a lower
power device, such as a smartphone 108, to be performed by
one or more remote devices with higher processing power,
such as the server 110, the desktop computer 104, the video
game console 118 such as the XBOX 360 from Microsoft
Corp, or PlayStation 3 from Sony Computer Entertainment
America LLC. Therefore, devices with relatively lower pro-
cessing bandwidth may be configured to transfer processing
tasks requiring relatively high levels of processing bandwidth
to other processing elements on the distributed network 100.
In one aspect, devices on the distributed network 100 may
transfer processing intensive tasks, such as speech and/or
sound recognition.

[0022] Cloud computing, in certain aspects, may allow for
the moving of applications, services and data from local
devices to one or more remote servers where functions and/or
processing are implemented as a service. By relocating the
execution of applications, deployment of services, and stor-
age of data, cloud computing offers a systematic way to
manage costs of open systems, to centralize information, to
enhance robustness, and to reduce energy costs including
depletion of mobile battery capacity.

[0023] A “client” may be broadly construed to mean any
device connected to a network 102, or any device used to
request or get a information. The client may include a browser
such as a web browser like Firefox, Chrome, Safari, or Inter-
net Explorer. The client browser may further include XML
compatibility and support for application plug-ins or helper
applications. The term “server” should be broadly construed
to mean a computer, a computer platform, an adjunct to a
computer or platform, or any component thereof used to send
a document or a file to a client.

[0024] One of skill in the art will appreciate that according
to some embodiments of the present disclosure, server 110
may include various capabilities and provide functions
including that of a web server, E-mail hosting, application
hosting, and database hosting, some or all of which may be
implemented in various ways, including as three separate
processes running on multiple server computer systems, as
processes or threads running on a single computer system, as
processes running in virtual machines, and as multiple dis-

Petitioner Exhibit 1006, Page 8 of 14



US 2014/0006825 Al

tributed processes running on multiple computer systems
distributed throughout the network.

[0025] The term “computer” should be broadly construed
to mean a programmable machine that receives input, stores
and manipulates data, and provides output in a useful format.
“Smartphone” 108 should be broadly construed to include
information appliances, tablet devices, handheld devices and
any programmable machine that receives input, stores and
manipulates data, and provides output in a useful format such
as an 108 based mobile device from Apple, Inc. or a device
operating on a carrier-specific version of the Android OS
from Google. Other examples include devices running
WebOS from HP, Blackberry from RIM, Windows Mobile
from Microsoft, Inc., and the like. Smartphone 108 may
include complete operating system software providing a plat-
form for application developers and may include features
such as a camera, an infrared transceiver, an RFID trans-
ceiver, or other multiple types of connected and wireless
functionality.

[0026] Those of ordinary skill in the art will appreciate that
the hardware depicted in FIG. 1 may vary depending on the
implementation of an embodiment in the present disclosure.
Other devices may be used in addition to, or in place of, the
hardware depicted. The depicted example is not meant to
imply architectural limitations with respect to the present
disclosure.

[0027] Turning to FIG. 2, a schematic view of an example
mobile device 200 according to embodiments of the disclo-
sure is shown. The mobile device 200 may be in communi-
cation with anetwork 202 and arecognition server 204. While
the mobile device 200 is generally depicted in FIG. 2 as a
smartphone/tablet, it will be appreciated that device 200 may
represent any variety of suitable mobile devices, including
one or more of the devices shown in FIG. 1. Furthermore,
while the disclosure herein may be described primarily in the
context of a mobile electronic device, it will be appreciated
that the systems and methods described herein may apply to
any suitable type of electronic devices, including stationary
electronic devices.

[0028] As shown, device 200 may include a platform pro-
cessor module 210 which may perform processing functions
for the mobile device 200. Examples of the platform proces-
sor module 210 may be found in any number of mobile
devices and/or communications devices having one or more
power saving modes, such as mobile phones, computers, car
entertainment devices, and personal entertainment devices.
According to one embodiment of the disclosure, the proces-
sor module 210 may be implemented as a system on chip
(SoC) and/or a system on package (SoP). The processor mod-
ule 210 may also be referred to as the processor platform. The
processor module 210 may include one or more processor(s)
212, one or more memories 216, and power management
module 218.

[0029] The processors) 212 may include, without limita-
tion, a central processing unit (CPU), a digital signal proces-
sor (DSP), a reduced instruction set computer (RISC), a com-
plex instruction set computer (CISC), or any combination
thereof. The mobile device 200 may also include a chipset
(not shown) for controlling communications between the pro-
cessor(s) 212 and one or more of the other components of the
mobile device 200. In one embodiment, the mobile device
200 may be based on an Intel® Architecture system, and the
processors) 212 and the chipset may be from a family of
Intel® processors and chipsets, such as the Intel® Atom®
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processor family. The processors) 212 may also include one
ormore processors as part of one or more application-specific
integrated circuits (ASICs) or application-specific standard
products (ASSPs) for handling specific data processing func-
tions or tasks.

[0030] The memory 216 may include one or more volatile
and/or non-volatile memory devices including, but not lim-
ited to, random access memory (RAM), dynamic RAM
(DRAM), static RAM (SRAM), synchronous dynamic RAM
(SDRAM), double data rate (DDR) SDRAM (DDR-
SDRAM), RAM-BUS DRAM (RDRAM), flash memory
devices, electrically erasable programmable read only
memory (EEPROM), non-volatile RAM (NVRAM), univer-
sal serial bus (USB) removable memory, or combinations
thereof.

[0031] The memory 216 of the processor module 210 may
have instructions, applications, and/or software stored
thereon that may be executed by the processors 212 to enable
the processors to carry out a variety of functionality associ-
ated with the mobile device 200. This functionality may
include, in certain embodiments, a variety of services, such as
communications, navigation, financial, computation, media,
entertainment, or the like. As a non-limiting example, the
processor module 210 may provide the primary processing
capability on a mobile device 200, such as a smartphone. In
that case, the processor module 210 and associated processors
212 may be configured to execute a variety of applications
and/or programs that may be stored on the memory 216 of the
mobile device 200. Therefore, the processors 212 may be
configured to run an operating system, such as Windows®
Mobile®, Google® Android®, Apple® iOS®, or the like.
The processors 212 may further be configured to am a variety
of applications that may interact with the operating system
and provide services to the user of the mobile device 200.
[0032] In certain embodiments, the processors 212 may
provide a relatively high level of processing bandwidth on the
mobile device 200. In the same or other embodiments, the
processors 212 may provide the highest level of processing
bandwidth and/or capability of all of the elements of the
mobile device 200. In one aspect, the processors 212 may be
capable of running speech recognition algorithms to provide
a relatively low real time factor (RTF) and a relatively low
word error rate (WER). In other words, the processors 212
may be capable of providing speech recognition with rela-
tively low levels of latency observed by the user of the mobile
device 200 and relatively high levels of accuracy. Addition-
ally, in these or other embodiments, the processors 212 may
consume a relatively high level of power and/or energy during
operation. In certain cases of these embodiments, the proces-
sors 212 may consume the most power of all of the elements
of the mobile device 200.

[0033] The power management module 218 of the proces-
sor module 210 may be, in certain embodiments, configured
to monitor the usage of the mobile device 200 and/or the
processor module 210. The power management module 218
may further be configured to change the power state of the
processor module 210 and/or the processors 212. For
example, the power management module 218 may be config-
ured to change the processor 212 state from an “on” and/or
fully powered state to a “stand by” and/or partially or low
power state. In one aspect, the power management module
218 may change the power state of the processors 212 from
the powered state to stand by if the processors 212 are moni-
tored to use relatively low levels of processing bandwidth for
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a predetermined period of time. In another case, the power
management module 218 may place the processors 212 in a
stand by mode if user interaction with the mobile device 200
is not detected for a predetermined span of time. Indeed, the
power management module 218 may be configured to trans-
mita signal to the processors 212 and/or other elements of the
processor module 210 to power down and/or “go to sleep.”

[0034] The power management module 218 may further be
configured to receive a signal to indicate that the processor
module 210 and/or processors 212 should “wake up.” In other
words, the power management module 218 may receive a
signal to wake up the processors 212 and responsive to the
wake-up signal, may be configured to power up the proces-
sors 212 and/or transition the processors 212 from a standby
mode to an on mode. Therefore, an entity that may desire to
wake up the processors 212 may provide the power manage-
ment module 218 with a wake-up signal. It will be appreciated
that the power management module 218 may be implemented
in hardware, software, or a combination thereof.

[0035] The mobile device 200 may further include a com-
munications module 220 which may include a filter/compara-
tor module 224, memory 226, and one or more communica-
tions processors 230. The communications module 220, the
filter/comparator module 224, and the processors 230 may be
configured to perform several functions of the mobile device
200, such as processing communications signals. For
example, the communications module may be configured to
receive, transmit, and/or encrypt/decrypt Wi-Fi signals and
the like. The communications module 220 and the commu-
nications processors 230 may further be configured to com-
municate with the processor module 210 and the associated
processors 212. Therefore, the communications module 220
and the processor module 210 may be configured to cooperate
for a variety of services, such as, for example, receiving
and/or transmitting communications with entities external to
the mobile device 200, such as over the network 202. Further-
more, the communications module 220 may be configured to
receive and/or transmit instructions, applications, program
code, parameters, and/or data to/from the processor module
210. As a non-limiting example, the communications module
220 may be configured to receive instructions and/or code
from the processor module 210 prior to when the processor
module 210 transitions to a stand by mode. In one aspect, the
instructions may be stored on the memory 226. As another
non-limiting example, the communications module 220 may
be configured to transfer instructions and/or code to the pro-
cessor module 210 after the processor module 210 wakes up
from a stand by mode. In one aspect, the instructions may be
accessed from the memory 226.

[0036] The filter/comparator module 224 and/or the com-
munications processors 230 may, in one aspect, provide the
communications module 220 with processing capability.
According to aspects of the disclosure, the communications
module 220, the filter/comparator module 224, and the pro-
cessor 230 may perform alternate functions when the proces-
sor module 210 is turned off, powered down, in an energy
conservation mode, and/or is in a standby mode. For example,
when the processor module 210 is in a standby mode, or when
it is completely turned off, the communications module 220
may switch to a set of low power functions, such as functions
where the communications module 220 may continually
monitor for receipt of communications data, such as a sound
indicative of waking up the mobile device 200 along with any
components, such as the processor module that may be in a
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power conservation mode. The communications module 220,
filter/comparator module 224, and the processor 230 may,
therefore, be configured to receive a signal associated with a
sound and process the received signal. In one aspect, the
communications processors 230 and or the filter/comparator
module 224 may be configured to determine if the received
signal associated with the sound is indicative of a probability
greater than a predetermined probability level that the sound
matches a wake-up phrase.

[0037] The communications module 220 may further be
configured to transmit the signal associated with the sound to
the recognition server 204 via network 202. In one aspect, the
communications module 220 may be configured to transmit
the signal associated with the sound if the communications
module 220 determines that the sound is potentially the wake-
up phrase. Therefore, the communications module 220 may
be configured to receive a signal representative of a sound,
process the signal, determine, based at least in part on the
signal if the sound if likely to match a predetermined wake-up
phrase, and if the probability of a match is greater than a
predetermined probability threshold level, then transmit the
signal representative of the sound to the recognition server
204. Therefore, the communications module 220 may be able
to make an initial assessment of whether the sound of the
wake-up phrase was received, and if there is some likelihood
that the received sound is the wake-up phrase, then the com-
munications module may transmit the signal associated with
the sound to the recognition server 204 to further analyze and
determine with a relatively higher level of probability
whether the received sound matches the wake-up phrase. In
one aspect, the communications module 220 may be config-
ured to analyze the signal representing the sound while pro-
cessor module 210 and/or processors 212 are in a sleep mode
or a stand by mode.

[0038] The probability of a match may be determined by
the communications module 220 using any variety of suitable
algorithms to analyze the signal associated with the sound.
Such analysis may include, but is not limited to, temporal
analysis, spectral analysis, analysis of amplitude, phase, fre-
quency, fiber, tempo, inflection, and/or other aspects of the
sound associated with the sound signal. In other words, a
variety of methods may be used in either the time domain or
the frequency domain to compare the temporal and/or spec-
tral representation of the received sound to the temporal and/
or spectral representation of the predetermined wake-up
phrase. In some cases, there may be more than one wake-up
phrase associated with the mobile device 200 and accord-
ingly, the communications module 220 may be configured to
compare the signal associated with the sound to more than
one signal representation of the wake-up phrase sounds.

[0039] The communications module 220, and the associ-
ated processing elements, may be further configured to
receive a wake-up signal from the recognition server 204 via
the network 202. The wake-up signal and/or a signal indica-
tive of the processors 212 waking up may be received by the
communications processors 230 and then communicated by
the communications processors 230 to the power manage-
ment module 218. In certain embodiments, the communica-
tions processors 230 may receive a first wake-up signal from
the recognition server 204 via the network 202 and may
generate a second wake-up signal based at least in part on the
first wake-up signal. The communications processors 230
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may further communicate the second wake-up signal to the
processor module 210 and/or the power management module
218.

[0040] The mobile device 200 may further include an audio
sensor module 240 coupled to one or more microphones. It
will be appreciated that according to some embodiments of
the disclosure, the audio sensor module 240 may include a
variety of elements, such as an analog-to-digital converter
(ADC) for converting an audio input to a digital signal, an
anti-aliasing filter, and/or a variety of noise reducing or noise
cancellation filters. More broadly, it will be appreciated by a
person having ordinary skill in the art that while the audio
sensor module 240 is labeled as an audio sensor, aspects of the
present disclosure may be performed via any number of
embedded sensors including accelerometers, digital com-
passes, gyroscopes, GPS, microphone, cameras, as well as
ambient light, proximity, optical, magnetic, and thermal sen-
sors. The microphones 250 may be of any known type includ-
ing, but not limited to, a condenser microphones, dynamic
microphones, capacitance diaphragm microphones, piezo-
electric microphones, optical pickup microphones, or com-
binations thereof. Furthermore, the microphones 250 may be
of any directionality and sensitivity. For example, the micro-
phones 250 may be omni-directional, uni-directional, car-
dioid, or bi-directional. It should also be noted that the micro-
phones 250 may be of the same variety or of a mixed variety.
For example, some of the microphones 250 may be condenser
microphones and others may be dynamic microphones.
[0041] Communications module 220, in combination with
the audio sensor module 240, may include functionality to
apply at least one threshold filter to audio and/or sound inputs
received by microphones 250 and the audio sensor module
240 using low level, out-of-band processing power resident in
the communications module 220 to make an initial determi-
nation of whether or not a wake-up trigger has occurred. In
one aspect, the communications module 220 may implement
a speech recognition engine that interprets the acoustic sig-
nals from the one or more microphones 250 and interprets the
signals as words by applying known algorithms or models,
such as Hidden Markov Models (HMM).

[0042] The recognition server 204 may be any variety of
computing element, such as a multi-element rack server or
servers located in one or more data centers, accessible via the
network 202. It will also be appreciated that according to
some aspects of the disclosure, the recognition server 204
may physically be one or more of the devices attached to the
network 102 as shown in FIG. 1. For example, as noted
previously, the GPS navigation unit 120 may include TTS
(text to speech) and voice recognition functionality. Accord-
ingly, the role of the recognition server 204 may be fulfilled
by GPS the navigation unit 120, where sound inputs from the
mobile device 200 may be processed. Therefore, signals rep-
resenting received sounds may be sent to GPS navigation unit
120 for processing using voice/speech recognition function-
ality built into the GPS navigation unit 120.

[0043] The recognition server 204 may include one or more
processor(s) 260 and memory 280. The contents of the
memory 280 may further include a speech recognition mod-
ule 284 and a wake-up phrase module 286. Each of the mod-
ules 284, 286 may have stored thereon instructions, computer
code, applications, firmware, software, parameter settings,
data, and/or statistics. The processors 260 may be configured
to execute instructions and/or computer code stored in the
memory 280 and the associated modules. Each of the mod-
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ules and/or software may provide functionality for the recog-
nition server 204, when executed by the processors 260. The
modules and/or the software may or may not correspond to
physical locations and/or addresses in the memory 280. In
other words, the contents of each of the modules 284, 286
may not be segregated from each other and may, in fact, be
stored in at least partially interleaved positions on the
memory 280.

[0044] The speech recognition module 284 may have
instructions stored thereon that may be executed by the pro-
cessors 260 to perform speech and/or voice recognition on
any received audio signal from the mobile device 200. In one
aspect, the processors 260 may be configured to perform
speech recognition with a relatively low level of real time
factor (RTF), with a relatively low level of word error rate
(WER) and, more particularly, with a relatively low level of
single word error rates (SWER). Therefore, the processors
260 may have a relatively high level of processing bandwidth
and/or capability, especially compared to the communica-
tions processors 230 and/or the filter/comparator module 224
of the communications module 220 of the mobile device 200.
Therefore, the speech recognition module 284 may configure
the processors 260 to receive the audio signal from the com-
munications module 220 and determine if the received audio
signal matches one or more wake-up phrases. In one aspect, if
the recognition server 204 and the associated processors 260
detect one of the wake-up phrases, then the recognition server
204 may transmit a wake-up signal to the mobile device 200
via the network 202. Therefore, the recognition server 204, by
executing instructions stored in the speech recognition mod-
ule 284, may use its relatively high levels of processing band-
width to make a relatively quick and relatively error free
assessment of whether a sound detected by the mobile device
200 matches a wake-up phrase and, based on that determina-
tion, may send a wake-up signal to the mobile device 200.

[0045] The wake-up phrase and the associated temporal
and/or spectral signal representations of those wake-up
phrases may be stored in the wake-up phrase module 286. In
some embodiments, the wake-up phrases may have stored
therein parameters related to the wake-up phrases. The signal
representations and/or signal parameters may be used by the
processors 260 to make comparisons between received audio
signals and known signal representations of the wake-up
phrases, to determine if there is a match. These wake-up
phrases may be, for example, “wake up,” “awake,” “phone,”
or the like. In some cases, the wake-up phrases may be fixed
for all mobile devices 200 that may communicate with the
recognition server 204. In other cases, the wake-up phrases
may be customizable. In some cases, users of the mobile
devices 200 may set a phrase of their choice as a wake-up
phrase. For example, a user may pick a phrase such as “do my
bidding,” as the wake-up phrase to bring the mobile device
200 and, more particularly, the processors 212 out of a stand
by mode and into an active mode. In this case, the user may
establish this wake-up phrase on the mobile device 200, and
the mobile device may further send a signal representation of
this wake-up phrase to the recognition server 204. The rec-
ognition server 204 and associated processors 260 may
receive the signal representation of the custom wake-up
phrase from the mobile device 200 and may store the signal
representation of the custom wake-up phrase in the wake-up
phrase module 286 of the memory 280. This signal represen-
tation of the wake-up phrase may be used in the future to
determine if the user of the mobile device 200 has uttered the

29
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wake-up phrase. In other words, the signal representation of
the custom wake-up phrase may he used by the recognition
server 204 for comparison purposes when determining if the
wake-up phrase has been spoken by the user of the mobile
device 200.

[0046] Therefore, initial and subsequent wake-up confir-
mations may be carried out using out-of-band processing
(previously unused, or underused) in the communications
module 220 and/or the audio sensor module 240. It will be
appreciated that the processing methods described herein
take place below application-level processing and may not
invoke the processor 210 until a wake-up signal has been
confirmed via receipt of a wake-up confirmation message
from the recognition server 204.

[0047] FIG. 3illustrates an example flow diagram of at least
a portion of an example method 300 for transmitting a wake-
up inquiry, in accordance with one or more embodiments of
the disclosure. Method 300 is illustrated in block form and
may be performed by the various elements of the mobile
device 200, including the various elements 224, 226, and 230
of the communications module 220. At block 302, a sound
input may be detected. The sound may be detected, for
example, by the one or more microphones 250 of the mobile
device 200. At block 304, a sound signal may be generated
based at least in part on the detected sound. In one aspect, the
sound signal may be generated by the microphones 250 in
analog form and then sampled to generate a digital represen-
tation of the sound. The sound may be filtered using audio
filters, band pass filters, low pass filters, high pass filters,
anti-aliasing filters or the like. According to an embodiment
of'the present disclosure, the processes of blocks 302 and 304
may be both performed by the audio sensor module 240 and
the one or more microphones 250 shown in FIG. 2.

[0048] Turning to block 306, a threshold filter may be
applied to the sound signal and at block 308, a filtered signal
may be generated. In accordance with embodiments of the
disclosure, the communications module 220 of FIG. 2 may be
used to perform both the steps of applying a threshold filter to
the sound signal and generating a filtered signal at blocks 306
and 308. More particularly, the communications module 220
and the associated communications processors 230 may, in
some power modes, allow the communications module 220 to
be used as a filter/comparator module 224, for performing the
step of applying a threshold filter to the sound signal and
generating a filtered signal.

[0049] An example of generating a filtered sound may
include processing the sound input to only include those
portions of the sound input that match audio frequencies
associated with human speech. Additional filtering may
include normalizing sound volume, trimming the length of
the sound input, removing background noise, spectral equal-
ization, or the like. It should be noted that the filtering of the
signal may be optional and that in certain embodiments of
method 300 the sound signal may not be filtered.

[0050] At block 310, a determination may be made as to
whether or not the filtered signal passes a threshold. This may
be a threshold probability that there is a match of the sound to
a wake-up phrase. This process may be performed by the
communications processors 230 and/or the filter/comparator
module 224.

[0051] If at block 310, the filtered signal representing the
detected sound is found to not exceed a threshold probability
of a match to a wake-up phrase, then the method 300 may
return to block 302 to detect the next sound input. I[f however,
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atblock 310 the detected sound is found to exceed a threshold
probability of a match to a wake-up phrase, then at block 312,
the filtered signal may be encoded into a wake-up inquiry
request. In one aspect, the wake-up inquiry request may be in
the form of one or more data packets. In certain embodiments,
the wake-up inquiry may include an identifier of the mobile
device 200 from which the wake-up inquiry request is gener-
ated. At block 314, the wake-up inquiry request may be trans-
mitted to the recognition server 204. The steps set forth in
blocks 312 and 314 may be performed by the communica-
tions module 220 as shown in FIG. 2.

[0052] It should be noted that the method 300 may be
modified in various ways in accordance with certain embodi-
ments of the disclosure. For example, one or more operations
of'the method 300 may be eliminated or executed out of order
in other embodiments of the disclosure. Additionally, other
operations may be added to the method 300 in accordance
with other embodiments of the disclosure.

[0053] FIG. 4 illustrates a flow diagram of at least a portion
of'a method 400 for activating the processors 112 responsive
to receiving a wake-up signal, in accordance with embodi-
ments of the disclosure. Method 400 may be performed by the
mobile device 200 and more specifically, the communications
processors 230 and/or the power management module 218. At
block 402, a first wake-up signal may be received from the
recognition server 204. This wake-up signal may be respon-
sive to the recognition server 204 receiving the wake-up
inquiry request, as described in method 300 of FIG. 3. In one
aspect, if the recognition server 204 determines that the sound
signal received as part of the wake-up inquiry request matches
a wake-up phrase, then the recognition server 204 may trans-
mit the first wake-up signal and the same may be received by
the mobile device 200.

[0054] Atoptional block 404, a second wake-up signal may
be generated based at least in part on the first wake-up signal.
This process may be performed by the communications pro-
cessors 230 for the purposes of providing an appropriate
wake-up signal to turn on or change the power state of the
processors 212. This process at block 404 may be optional
because, in some embodiments, the wake up signal provided
by the recognition server 204 may be used directly for waking
up the processors 212. Therefore, in those embodiments, the
communications processors 230 may not need to translate the
wake-up signal received from the recognition server 204.
[0055] At block 406, the second wake-up signal may be
provided to the power management module. This process
may be performed via a communication between the commu-
nications processors 230 and the power management module
218 of'the processor module 210. At block 408, the processor
module 210 may wake up based at least in part on the second
wake-up signal.

[0056] FIG. 5 illustrates a flow diagram of at least a portion
of'a method 500 for providing a wake-up signal to the mobile
device 200 in accordance with embodiments of the disclo-
sure. Method 500 may be executed by the recognition server
204 as illustrated in FIG. 2. Beginning with block 502, the
wake-up inquiry request may be received.

[0057] Recognition server 204, at block 504, may extract
the wake-up sound signal from the wake-up inquiry request
by processing the contents of the request. In one aspect, the
processors 260 may parse the one or more data packets of the
wake-up inquiry request and extract the sound signal and/or
the filtered sound signal therefrom. In certain embodiments,
the recognition server 204 and the processors 260 thereon,
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may also extract information pertaining to the identification
of the wake-up inquiry request for the mobile device 200.
[0058] At block 506, it may be determined if the sound
signal corresponds to a correct wake-up phrase. It will be
appreciated that unlike the mobile device 200, especially
when in a power conservation mode, the recognition server
204 is not restricted to low level, out-of-band, processing. As
such, the recognition server 204 may use any number of
higher processing bandwidth and/or techniques to analyze
and test the sound signal and/or filtered sound signal to make
an accurate determination of whether or not a wake-up
phrase/trigger is present. By way of example, for an audio
trigger/phrase, the recognition server 204 may consider tests
including voice recognition, sound frequency analysis, sound
amplitude/volume, duration, tempo, and the like. Methods of
voice and/or speech recognition are well-known and in the
interest of brevity will not be reviewed here.

[0059] At block 506, if the correct wake-up phrase is not
detected in the wake-up inquiry request, then at optional
block 508, the recognition server 204 and associated proces-
sors 260 may log the results/message statistics of the inquiry.
The results and/or statistics may be kept for any variety of
purposes, such as to improve the speech recognition and
determination performance of the recognition server 204, for
billing and payment purposes, or for the purposes of deter-
mining if additional recognition server 204 computational
capacity is required during particular times of the day. At this
point, no further action is taken by the recognition server 204,
until another wake-up inquiry request is received in block
502.

[0060] If at block 506, it is determined that the received
sound signal does correspond to a wake-up phrase, then the
recognition server 204 may, at block 510, may process the
logged results and/or statistics of the wake-up recognition.
The method 500 may proceed to transmit a wake-up signal to
the mobile device 200 at block 512. The wake-up signal, as
described above, may enable the processors 212 to awake into
an on state from a stand by state.

[0061] According to some embodiments of the disclosure,
the recognition server 204 may send a version of the results/
statistics log to the mobile device 200. In one example, a copy
of the log may be sent to the device each time a wake-up
signal is sent to the mobile device 200. The copy of the log
may include an analysis of the number of wake-up inquiry
requests received from the mobile device 200, including, for
example, statistics on requests that did not include the correct
wake-up phrase. It will be appreciated that some embodi-
ments of the disclosure may use the log analysis on the mobile
device 200 to adjust one or more parameters of the threshold
filter implemented by the communications module 220 to
increase the accuracy of the mobile device 200 processes, and
thereby, adjusting the number of wake-up inquiry requests
sent to the recognition server 204.

[0062] Embodiments described herein may be imple-
mented using hardware, software, and/or firmware, for
example, to perform the methods and/or operations described
herein. Certain embodiments described herein may be pro-
vided as a tangible machine-readable medium storing
machine-executable instructions that, if executed by a
machine, cause the machine to perform the methods and/or
operations described herein. The tangible machine-readable
medium may include, but is not limited to, any type of disk
including floppy disks, optical disks, compact disk read-only
memories (CD-ROMs), compact disk rewritable (CD-RWs),
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and magneto-optical disks, semiconductor devices such as
read-only memories (ROMs), random access memories
(RAMs) such as dynamic and static RAMs, erasable pro-
grammable read-only memories (EPROMs), electrically
erasable programmable read-only memories (EEPROMs),
flash memories, magnetic or optical cards, or any type of
tangible media suitable for storing electronic instructions.
The machine may include any suitable processing or comput-
ing platform, device or system and may be implemented
using any suitable combination of hardware and/or software.
The instructions may include any suitable type of code and
may be implemented using any suitable programming lan-
guage. In other embodiments, machine-executable instruc-
tions for performing the methods and/or operations described
herein may be embodied in firmware.

[0063] Various features, aspects, and embodiments have
been described herein. The features, aspects, and embodi-
ments are susceptible to combination with one another as well
as to variation and modification, as will be understood by
those having skill in the art. The present disclosure should,
therefore, be considered to encompass such combinations,
variations, and modifications.

[0064] The terms and expressions which have been
employed herein are used as terms of description and not of
limitation, and there is no intention, in the use of such terms
and expressions, of excluding any equivalents of the features
shown and described (or portions thereof), and it is recog-
nized that various modifications are possible within the scope
of the claims. Other modifications, variations, and alterna-
tives are also possible. Accordingly, the claims are intended to
cover all such equivalents.

[0065] While certain embodiments of the invention have
been described in connection with what is presently consid-
ered to be the most practical implementations, it is to be
understood that the invention is not to be limited to the dis-
closed embodiments, but on the contrary, is intended to cover
various modifications and equivalent arrangements included
within the scope of the claims. Although specific terms are
employed herein, they are used in a generic and descriptive
sense only, and not for purposes of limitation.

[0066] This written description uses examples to disclose
certain embodiments of the invention, including the best
mode, and also to enable any person skilled in the art to
practice certain embodiments of the invention, including
making and using any devices or systems and performing any
incorporated methods. The patentable scope of certain
embodiments of the invention is defined in the claims, and
may include other examples that occur to those skilled in the
art. Such other examples are intended to be within the scope
of'the claims if they have structural elements that do not differ
from the literal language of the claims, or if they include
equivalent structural elements with insubstantial differences
from the literal language of the claims.

What is claimed is:
1. An electronic device comprising:

a sensor configured to detect a sound and generate a sound
signal corresponding to the sound;

a communications module configured to determine that the
sound signal is indicative of a wake-up phrase to a pre-
determined probability threshold level, and further con-
figured to transmit a wake-up inquiry request based at
least in part on the determining, and to receive a wake-up
signal in response to the wake-up inquiry request; and
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a platform module configured to transition from a first
power state to a second power state based at least in part
on the received wake-up signal.

2. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the commu-
nications module is further configured to perform sampling of
the sound signal.

3. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the commu-
nications module further includes one or more communica-
tion processors configured to generate a filtered sound signal
corresponding to the sound signal.

4. The electronic device of claim 3, wherein generating the
filtered sound signal comprises at least one of: (i) low pass
filtering the sound signal; (ii) high pass filtering the sound
signal; (iii) band pass filtering of the sound signal; (iv) anti-
alias filtering of the sound signal; or (v) spectral equalization
of the sound signal.

5. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the sensor
comprises an audio sensor or a microphone.

6. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the commu-
nications module is further configured to generate the wake-
up inquiry request.

7. The electronic device of claim 1, further comprising a
filter configured to process the sound signal and determine
that the sound signal is indicative of a wake-up phrase to a
predetermined probability threshold level.

8. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein determining
that the sound signal is indicative of a wake-up phrase to a
predetermined probability threshold level further comprises
at least one of: (i) spectral analysis of the sound signal; (ii)
temporal analysis of the sound signal; (ii) analysis of audio
parameters associated with the sound signal.

9. The electronic device of claim 1 where the wake-up
inquiry request comprises at least one of: the sound signal or
an identification of the electronic device.

10. The electronic device of claim 1, wherein the wake-up
signal is received from a recognition server.

11. A method of waking an electronic device from a power
conservation mode comprising:

generating a sound signal based at least in part on a
detected sound;

verifying that the sound signal passes an input threshold;

transmitting the sound signal to a recognition server; and

transitioning the electronic device to a full power state
upon receipt of a wake-up signal from the recognition
server.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising filtering

the sound signal to generate a filtered sound signal.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein filtering the sound
signal comprises one of: (i) modifying the amplitude of the
sound signal; (ii) modifying the spectrum of the sound signal;
(iii) modifying one or more frequencies of the sound signal;
or (iv) performing spectral equalization of the sound signal.
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14. The method of claim 11, wherein verifying that the
sound signal passes an input threshold comprises comparing
the sound signal to a sound signal template corresponding to
a wake-up phrase.

15. The method of claim 11, wherein transitioning the
electronic device to a full power state comprises waking up
one or more processors associated with the electronic device
from a stand-by state.

16. At least one computer-readable medium comprising
computer-executable instructions that, when executed by one
or more processors, executes a method comprising:

receiving a wake-up inquiry request from an electronic

device in stand-by mode;

identifying a sound signal based at least in part on the

wake-up inquiry request;
determining based at least in part on the sound signal that
the sound signal is indicative of a wake-up phrase; and

sending a wake-up signal to the electronic device, respon-
sive to determining that the sound signal is indicative of
the wake-up phrase.

17. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein
determining that the sound signal is indicative of a wake-up
phrase comprises at least one of: (i) spectral analysis of the
sound signal; (ii) temporal analysis of the sound signal; (ii)
analysis of audio parameters associated with the sound signal.

18. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein
the method further includes transmitting statistics associated
with the electronic device to the electronic device.

19. The computer-readable medium of claim 16, wherein
identifying a sound signal based at least in part on the wake-
up inquiry request comprises parsing one or more data pack-
ets associated with the wake-up inquiry request.

20. A system, comprising:

at least one memory that stores computer-executable

instructions;
at least one processor configured to access the at least one
memory, wherein the at least one processor is configured
to execute the computer-executable instructions to:

receive a wake-up inquiry request from an electronic
device in stand-by mode;

identify a sound signal based at least in part on the wake-up

inquiry request;
determine based at least in part on the sound signal that the
sound signal is indicative of a wake-up phrase; and

transmit a wake-up signal to the electronic device, respon-
sive to determining that the sound signal is indicative of
the wake-up phrase.

21. The system of claim 20, wherein the at least one pro-
cessor is further configured to log statistics related to the
electronic device.

22. The system of claim 21, wherein the at least one pro-
cessor is further configured to transmit statistics log to the
electronic device.
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