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perfecta to perichondrium

unqualified; absolute: perfect control. 8. expert; accomplished; profi-
cient. 9. unmitigated: a perfect fool. 10. MonocLiNous. 11. a. of or
designating a verb tense, aspect, or form typically indicating an action
or state extending up to, or having results continuing up to, the pres-
ent or some other temporal point of reference. b. of or designating a
verb tense, as in Greek, indicating an action or state brought to a
close prior to some temporal point of reference, in contrast to imper-
fect or incomplete action. 12. pertaining to or being the consonant
musical intervals of an octave, fifth, or fourth. 13. Obs. assured or
certain. —v.t. 14. to bring to perfection; make flawless or faultless.
15. to bring nearer to perfection; improve. 16. to bring to completion;
finish. —n. 17. the perfect tense or aspect. 18. a verb form or con-
struction in the perfect tense or aspect. [1250-1300; late ME; ME per-
fit, parfit < OF < L perfectus, ptp. of perficere to finish, bring to com-
pletion = per- pEr- + -ficere, comb. form of facere to make, po'] —pers
fect’er, n. —per/fectoness, n. —Usage. Some usage guides still ob-
ject to the use of such comparative terms as most, more, and rather
with pereecT on the grounds that perrecT describes an absolute condi-
tion that cannot exist in degrees. The English language has never
agreed to this limitation. PERFECT has been compared since its earliest
use, first in the obsolete forms PERFECTER and PERFECTEST and later with
more, most, and similar words, in most of its general senses in all va-
rieties of speech and writing: the most perfect arrangement imagina-
ble. One of the objectives of the writers of the U.S. Constitution was
“to form a more perfect union.” See also COMPLETE, UNIQUE.

perefecsta (por fek/ta), n:, plL -tas. EXACTA. [1965-70; ellipsis of
AmerSp quiniela perfecta perfect quinella]

per/fect game’, n. a baseball no-hitter in which no members of the
opposing team reach base. [1945-50]

perefecteisble (par fek’to bal), adj. capable of becoming or of being
made perfect; improvable. [1625-35; < F < ML perfectibilis. See PEr-
FECT, -IBLE] —persfect/iebil/iety, n. ¢

perefecstion (par fek/shan), n. 1. the state or quality of being or be-
coming perfect. 2. the highest degree of proficiency, skill, or excel-
lence, as in an art. 3. a perfect embodiment of something. 4. a qual-
ity, trait, or feature of the highest degree of excellence. 5. the highest
or most nearly perfect degree of a quality or trait. ‘6. the act or fact of
perfecting. [1175-1225; ME perfectiun, perfeccioun (< AF) < L per-
fectio completion]

perefecstionsism (par fek’she niz/am), n. 1. any of various doc-
trines holding that religious, moral, social, or political perfection is at-
tainable. 2. a personal standard, attitude, or philosophy that demands
perfection and rejects anything less. [1830-40, Amer.] —persfec/tione

- ist, o, adj.

persfecstive (par fek/tiv), adj. 1. tending to make perfect; conducive
to perfection. 2. of or designating an aspect of verbal inflection, as in
Russian, that indicates completion of the action or state denoted by

the verb. —n. 3. the perfective aspect. 4. a form in this aspect.
[1590-1600; < ML perfectivus. See PERFECT, -Ive] —persfec/tiveely,
ad

v.

perefectely (ptr/fikt 18), .adv. 1.in a perfect manner or to a perfect
degree. 2. completely; fully; adequately. [1275-1325; ME-parfitly]

per/fect num/ber, n. a positive number that is equal to the sum of
all positive integers that are submultiples of it, as 6, which is equal to
the sum of 1, 2, and 3. [1350-1400}

persfecsto .(par fek/to), n., pl -tos. a rather thick, medium-sized ci-
gar tapered at each end. [1890-95, Amer.; < Sp: lit., perfect]

per/fect par/ticiple, n. PAST PARTICIPLE. [1860-65]

per/fect pitch/, n. assoLuTe pirc (def. 2). [1945-50]

per/fect square/, n. a rational number that is equal to the square of
another rational number. [1935-40]

persferevid (par far/vid), adj. very fervent; extremely ardent; impas-
sioned. [1855-60] —persfer/videly, adv. —perdfer/videness, 1.

persfidsisous (por fid/e as), adj. deliberately faithless; treacherous;
deceitful. [1590-1600; < L perfidiosus faithless, dishonest. See PER-
FIDY, -0Us] —persfid/icoussly, adv. —persfid/isouseness, n.

persfiedy (pr/fi dé), n., pl -dies. 1. deliberate breach of faith or
trust; faithlessness; treachery. 2. an act or instance of faithlessness or
treachery. [1585-95; < L perfidia faithlessness = perfid(us) faithless,
treacherous (per- PEr- + -fidus, der. of fids faith) + -ia -v?]

perefosrate (v. pr/fo ratl; adj. for it, -fa 1at’), v., -rateed, -rateing,
adj, =—v.t. 1. to make a hole or holes through, as by boring, punching,
or piercing, 2. to pierce through or to the interior of; penetrate. —.i.
3. to make a way through or into something; penetrate: —adj. 4. PER-
FORATED. [1530-40; < L perforatus, ptp. of perfordre = per- PER- + fo-
rare to Bore'] —per/foreasble, adj. —per/fosra’tor, n.

perefoerateed (plr/fa ra‘tid) also perforate, adj. 1. pierced with a
hole or holes. 2. (of a stamp) having closely spaced perforations
along its edges. 3. marked by perforation: a perforated ulcer.

persfoerastion (plr/fs rd/shen), n. 1.a hole made by or as if by bor-
ing, punching, or piercing through something. 2. one of a series of
holes between individual postage stamps ‘on a sheet. 3. the act of per-
forating. 4. the condition or state of being perforated. [1400-50; late
ME < ML perforatid hole (L: the act of boring). See PERFORATE, -TION]

pereforce (par fors/, -fors/), adv. of necessity; necessarily; by force of
circumstance. [1300-50; ME par force < MF; see PER, FORCE]

per«form (par form/), v.t. 1. to carry out; execute; do: to perform sur-
gery. 2. to execute in the proper, customary, or established manner:
to perform a marriage ceremony. 3. to carry into effect; fulfill: to per-
form a contract. 4. to act (a play, part, etc.), as on the stage. 5. to
render (music), as by playing or singing. 6. to accomplish (an action
involving skill or ability), as before an audience. —v.i. 7. to execute
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or do something; function. 8. {0 carry out or fulfill a com 3

ise, or contract. 9. to give a performance, esp. before an ;na{ld, o

to engage in the performing arts, esp. professionally. [125“dlen n,
parformen < AF parformer, alter. (by assoc. with forme 0~1359
OF parfournir to accomplish] —persform/er, n, FORM) of

persforsmance (par for/mans), n. 1. an entertainment
fore an audience. 2. the act of performing a ceremony, p{ CSengy
music, etc. 3. the execution or accomplishment of WérE Y, Dig,
etc. 4. a particular action, deed, or proceeding. 5. a’.acl .
ceeding of an unusual or spectacular kind. 6. the-act of olion gy
the manner in which or the efficiency with which Some?he-rfm"‘i@
fulfills its intended purpose. 8. Ling. a person’s actual yg, ! T% -
in real situations. Compare cOMPETENCE (def. 4). [1485-953 Of lap,

perfor/mance art/, n. an often collaborative art form iy ]
sion of several artistic media, as painting, film, video m‘“’l_ ing
and dance. [1970-75] —perfor/mance art/ist, n. > Musie,

persforemactive (par for’ma tiv), adj. 1. (of an express;
ment) performing an act by the very fact of being uttereq 2
ise,” which performs the act of promising. —n. 2 g
terance.

perform/ing arts/, n.pl arts or skills that require )
mance, as acting, singing, and dancing. [1945-50] Public

persfume {n. plr/fyoom, par fyoom/; v. par fyGom/, piyps
v., -fumed, -fumeing. —n. 1. a substance that diffuses or JCOMAR.
agreeable or atiractive smell, esp. a fluid containing ffagr:x:]xvﬁ

n or
as ¢
- a DErforma‘

oils extracted from flowers, woods, etc., or similar synghan
the scent, odor, or volatile particles emitted by substances .0l d
agreeable. —v.t. 3. (of substances, flowers, etc.) to impg r: thatl o
fragrance to. 4. io permeate with a sweet odor; scent, [ 5; :
lier parfume (n.) < MF parfum, n. der. of parfumer (yv) .
parfumare (mod. profumare). See PER-, FUME] —-perIfUr;le<
—per/fumey, adj. —Syn. PERFUME, FRAGRANCE, AROMA f
agreeable odors. PERFUME often indicates a strong, rich smel];
fume of flowers. FRAGRANCE is usu. applied to a sweet, dg]
fresh smell, esp. from growing things: the fragrance of n,ew- 3
AROMA is usu. restricted to a distinctive, pervasive, some i
smell: the aroma of coffee. y ;
persfumeer (par fyco/mar, plr/fy6o-), n. 1. a maker or sellg
fumes. 2. a person or thing that perfumes. [1565-75] ;
per-fumsersy (por fy6o/me 18), n., pl. -ereies. 1. perfumes
tively. 2. the art or business of a perfumer. 3. the place of by
a perfumer. 4. the preparation of perfumes. [1790-1800]
per-funcstoery (par fungk/ts 1&), adj. 1. performed merely as
tine duty; hasty and superficial: perfunctory courtesy. 2. lacki
est or, enthusiasm; apathetic: a perfunctory speaker. [1575-85;
perfiinctorius negligent, superficial, der. of L perfungi to do ones
be done = per- PEr- + fung-, base of fungl to perform, fune
_torius -TORY'] —persfunc/toerisly, adv. —persfunc/toerisness,
persfuse (par fydoz/), v.t, -fused, -fuseing. 1. to overspre
moisture, color, etc.; suffuse. 2. to diffuse (a liquid,
through or over something. 3. to pass (fluid) through blood vé
the lymphatic system to an organ or tissue. [1520-30; < Lj
ptp. of perfundere to drench, flood. See PEr-, FUsE? —pefs
(-fyoo/zhan), n. —persfu’sive (-siv), adj.
Per.gasmum (p(r/gs mam), 7. 1. an ancient Greek kingdom
coast of Asia Minor: later a Roman province. 2. the ancient&
this kingdom: now the site of Bergama, in W Turkey.
peregoela (piir’gs 1d), n., pl -as. 1. an arbor formed of
trelliswork supported on columns or posts, over which vines'
plants are trained. 2. a colonnade having the form of such
{1645-55; < It < L pergula attachment to a building, arbor]
Peregoelessi (per/gs 1a’z€), n. Giovanni Battista, 1710-3
composer.
perh., perhaps. ri
pershaps (par haps’), adv. maybe; possibly. {1520-30; See P 555
81 ;
peeri (pér’e), n., pL
beings of Persian mythology. 2. any lovely,
80; < Pers peri, var. of part fairy, MPers
witch] % g
peri-, a prefix meaning “about,” «around” (perimeter; PErS¥
closing,” “surrounding” (pericardium), “near” (perigee ¥
[< GK, prefixal use of perf (adv. and prep.)] whether &
persisanth (per/é anth’), n. the envelope of a flowel o by
or corolla or both. [1700-10; earlier perianthium < NL
THO-, -TuM?] —per/isan/thieal, adj.
persieapt (per/é apt’), n. an-amulet. [1575
let, n. use of neut. of perfaptos hung around = pel
v. adj. of hdptein to fasten] - of the
persiscarediotis (per/i kir di‘tis), n. inflammation
dium, [1790-1800] —per/iscareditfic (-dit/ik), adk 16 ). el
pereiscaredieum (per/i kir/de am), n., pl. -diea K e
nous sac enclosing the heart. [1570-80; < NL < peri- 15
use of neut. of perikdrdios surrounding the heart = r
dios, adj. der. of kardia HEART; cf. -CARDIUM]
pereiecarp (per/i kirp/), n. the w
sometimes consisting of three layers,
docarp. [1750-60; < NL pericarpium <
PERI-, -CARP} —per/iscar/pieal, adj.
persiechonedrieum (per/i kon/dré am), M Po pes
membrane of fibrous connective tissué coveﬂ“gk pert
lages except at the joints. [1735-45; < NL <

-ris. 1. one of a large group of beauti
graceful creat
parik, Ave

_85; < Gk penés”
7i- PERI






