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Doc Code: TRACK1.REQ

Document Description: TrackOne Request
PTO/AIA/424 (04-14)

CERTIFICATION AND REQUEST FOR PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION
UNDER 37 CFR 1.102(e) (Page 1 of 1)

:;izlsetn!‘:;r:ned Marc A COHEN Esém()):visionai Application Number (if
invention: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

APPLICANT HEREBY CERTIFIES THE FOLLOWING AND REQUESTS PRIORITIZED EXAMINATION FOR
THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION.

1. The processing fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(i)(1) and the prioritized examination fee set forth in
37 CFR 1.17(c) have been filed with the request. The publication fee requirement is met
because that fee, set forth in 37 CFR 1.18(d), is currently $0. The basic filing fee, search fee,
and examination fee are filed with the request or have been already been paid. | understand
that any required excess claims fees or application size fee must be paid for the application.

2. lunderstand that the application may not contain, or be amended to contain, more than four
independent claims, more than thirty total claims, or any muitiple dependent claims, and that
any request for an extension of time will cause an outstanding Track | request to be dismissed.

3. The applicable box is checked below:

[ [v] Original Application {(Track One) - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102{e}{1}

i. (&) The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a).
This certification and request is being filed with the utility application via EFS-Web.
e OR =
(b) The appilication is an original nonprovisional plant application filed under 35 U.5.C. 111(a).
This certification and request is being filed with the plant application in paper.

ii. An executed inventor’s oath or declaration under 37 CFR 1.63 or 37 CFR 1.64 for each
inventor, gr the application data sheet mesting the conditions specified in 37 CFR 1.53(f(3)(i} is
filed with the application.

. [_] Request for Continued Examination - Prioritized Examination under § 1.102(e)(2)

i. A request for continued examination has been filed with, or prior to, this form.

ii. [f the application is a utility application, this certification and request is being filed via EFS-Web.

iii. The application is an original nonprovisional utility application filed under 35 U.S.C. 111(a), oris
a national stage entry under 35 U.S.C. 371.

iv. This certification and request is being filed prior to the mailing of a first Office action responsive
to the request for continued examination.

v. No prior request for continued examination has been granted prioritized examination status
under 37 CFR 1.102{(e)(2).

signature! 1EWTENCE € ashery/ 0ue 2017-12-29
i)(\}jjarg:ie/Typeci) Lawrence E ) AShery :gag:g?r(;?liz Number 3451 5

Note: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d} for signature requirements and certifications.
Submit muitiple forms if more than one signature is required *

*Total of 1 forms are submitied.
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FTOAIART {35412)
Aparoved for uss trough (172342014, OMR DBSTLU42
U.8. Patent and Trademark € i & DEFAFTIAENT OF COMMERCE

DECLARATION (37 CFR 1.63) FOR UTILITY OR DESIGN APPLICATION USING AN
APPLICATION DATA SHEET (37 CFR 1.78)

vitleof | APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

Invention

Ag the below ramed inventor, { bersty deciare that:

This declaration e sbtact —
is diracted o The attached application, o

D United States application ur POT internationat spplication number

filad on .

The above-dentified application was made or authorized 1o be made by ms.

} hafleve that | am the original inventor or an original joint inveaior of & claimes invention in the application,

4

t heraby acknowladge that any willfiul faive stalemeni made in this deciaration i punishable under 18 U.8.C. 1004
by fing or intprisanimant of nat more than fve (§) vears, or both.

WARNING:

Petitioner/applivant is cautioned {5 aveid submitting personal information in documents filed in a patent apglication that may
cantribute to identity theft, Parsonal information such as social seourity numbars, bank.acoount numbers, or credit card numbera
{other than & check.or credit card authorization form PTO-2038 submitted for payment purposas) is never raquired by the USPTO
o suppart 8 pefition or an apglication. If this type of persoral informadion is included in doocumanis submitied to the USPTQ,
pebtienersiapplicants should congider redacting such personal inforviation from the documents before submitting them 1o the
USPTS, Pelitioned/applicant s advised thet the recard of & patent applisation iz availatle to the public after publication of the
application {uniess a nan-publivation requaest in compliance with 37 CFR 1.213(a) is made i the applicatinn) or issuance of &
patent. Furthsrmore, the mxeard from an abandoned application may alse be availabie to the public fthe application is
raferenced in a published spplication of an issaed patert {see 37 COFR 1.14). Checks and credif oard authorization oms
PTQ-2033 submitted for payment purposss are not retainad in the application file and thersfore urs not publicly available.

LEGAL NAME QF INVENTOR

",

Marc A. COHEN Date (Optionaty ;S A IG5 8

fnventor:

Wote: An applicalion data sheet {PTO/SB/14 o syuivaleny), inchading naming the entire iventive anilly, must accompany this farm or must have
been previously fied, Use gn addiional FTOMMIAINT fores far each additional inventor:

fnis required 1o okiain orretain a benefit by the publis which is to file {and

This colisction of infarmation is requires By 35 W80, 115.and 87 CFR 1.83. The inf
sid 37 CFR 111 and 1,14, This coffsction is estimsted o take 1 minste o

ihe USPTD f process) an sppiication. Confidertiality is goversed by 35 1 80
dorglets, including gathering, prenadng, snd submitting the compleled application Tormr tothe USETC. Tims wilt vaty depending upsrn th saf sase. Any
carprnents on the amount of time yoi require 1o camplete this form andfor suggestions for reduning this burden, should be sent 1o the Thisf infarmation Officer, U.8.
Patent and Trademark Office, U8, Depariment of Comimeree, PO Hox 1450, Alaxandriz, VA 223131450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS 1O
THIS ARDRESE. SEND TO: Commiasionarfor Petents, P.0O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 283131450,

i you reed Besistanes i oumplating the S, ol 1-800-PTO-0798 and sefeet aplicn 2.
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Doc Code: PA..
PTO/AIAIB2A (07-13)

Document Description: Power of Attorney Approved for use through 01/31/2018. OMB 0651-0035

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1895, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

TRANSMITTAL FOR POWER OF ATTORNEY TO ONE OR MORE
REGISTERED PRACTITIONERS

NOTE: This form is to be submitted with the Power of Attorney by Applicant form (PTO/AIA/82B) to identify the application to which the
Power of Attorney is directed, in accordance with 37 CFR 1.5, unless the application number and filing date are identified in the Power of
Attorney by Applicant form. If neither form PTO/AIA/82A nor form PTO/AIAS2B identifies the application to which the Power of Attorney is
directed, the Power of Attorney will not be recognized in the application.

Application Number

Filing Date 2017-12-29

First Named inventor Marc A. COHEN

Title APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE
MANAGEMENT

Art Unit

Examiner Name

Attorney Docket Number 1\W1186/20008

SIGNATURE of Applicant or Patent Practitioner

Signature /lawrence e ashery/ Date (Optional) | 9 (3474 2-29
Name Lawrence E. Ashery Sﬁgiit;ftion 34515

Title (if Applicant is a Attorney
juristic entity)

Applicant Name (if Applicant is a juristic entity) Wn n k! I nC
; .

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4(d) for signature requirements and cenifications. If
more than one applicant, use multiple forms.

“Total of 1 forms are submitted.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by
the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated {o take 3 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed
application form 1o the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require
to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1480.

if you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Doc Code: PA..

T PTO/AIA/82B (07-13)
Document Description: Power of Attorney Approved for use through 11/30/2014. OMB 0651-0051
U.S. Fatent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number

POWER OF ATTORNEY BY APPLICANT

| hereby revoke all previous powers of attorney given in the application identified in either the attached transmittal letter or
the boxes below.

Application Number Filing Date

(Note: The boxes above may be left blank if information is provided on form PTO/AIA/82A.)

| hereby appoint the Patent Practiioner(s) associated with the following Customer Number as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and

to transact all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the application referenced in
the attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above: T

o 03000

D | hereby appoint Practitioner(s) named in the attached list (form PTO/AIA/82C) as my/our attorney(s) or agent(s), and to transact
all business in the United States Patent and Trademark Office connected therewith for the patent application referenced in the
attached transmittal letter (form PTO/AIA/82A) or identified above. (Note: Complete form PTO/AIA/82C.)

Please recognize or change the correspondence address for the application identified in the attached transmittal
letter or the boxes above to:

The address associated with the above-mentioned Customer Number
OR

D The address associated with Customer Number:

OR
Firm or
Individual Name
Address
City | state | Tz |
Country
Telephone l Email l

| am the Applicant (if the Applicant is a juristic entity, list the Applicant name in the box):

Wrinkl, Inc.

l:l Inventor or Joint Inventor (title not required below)

D Legal Representative of a Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor (title not required below)

D Person Who Otherwise Shows Sufficient Proprietary Interest (e.g., a petition under 37 CFR 1.46(b)2) was granted in the
application or is concurrently being filed with this document) (provide signer’s title if applicant is a juristic entity)

SIGNATURE of Applicant for Patent
The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorjzed to act on behalf of the applicant (e.g., where the applicant is a juristic entity).

Assignee or Person to Whom the Inventor is Under an Obligation to Assign (provide signer's title if applicant is a juristic entity)

Signature )M/W‘ | Date (Optional) | 2 -/3-ZC1F
Neme A2IRC_A. Coiz)
Title CEO

NOTE: Signature - This form must be signed by the applicant in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements
and certifications. If more than one applicant, use muitiple forms.

Total of 1 forms are submitted.

-

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.131, 1.32, and 1.33. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the
USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 3 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S.
Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandsia, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner
for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Doc code: IDS PTO/SB/08a (03-15)

C . . . Approved for use through 07/31/2016. OMB 0651-0031
Doc description: Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Filed U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Application Number
Filing Date P017-12-29
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor ||Vlarc COHEN
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT A Ut |
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)
Examiner Name |
Attorney Docket Number |W1186/20008
U.S.PATENTS Remove
. . . . Pages,Columns,Lines where
E)_(gm:ner Cite Patent Number Kind Issue Date Na”."e of Patentee or Applicant Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial No Code!’ of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1 0218603 B2 P015-12-22 KUMAR
If you wish to add additional U.S. Patent citation information please click the Add button. Add
U_S.PATENT APPLICATION PUBLICATIONS Remove
Examiner| .. Publication Kind | Publication Name of Patentee or Applicant Pages,Columns,Lines where
1w Cite No . Relevant Passages or Relevant
Initial Number Code’| Date of cited Document )
Figures Appear
1 0090119371 A1 P009-05-07 CHANG et al.
2 0110289406 A1 P011-11-24 WAESSINGBO
3 20140195621 A1 P014-07-10 RAO DV
4 0160179773 A1 P016-06-23 SHEN et al.
5 20160294742 A1 P016-10-06 WEAVER et al.
If you wish to add additional U.S. Published Application citation information please click the Add button| Add
FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS Remove

EFS Web 2.1.17
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE

STATEMENT BY APPLICANT
( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Application Number

Filing Date

2017-12-29

First Named Inventor | Marc COHEN

Art Unit

Examiner Name |

Attorney Docket Number

| W1186/20008

Examiner|
Initial*

Cite
No

Foreign Document
Number3

Country
Code?j

Kind
Code?

Publication
Date

Name of Patentee or
Applicant of cited
Document

Pages,Columns,Lines
where Relevant
Passages or Relevant
Figures Appear

If you wish to add additional Foreign Patent Document citation information please click the Add button

Add

NON-PATENT LITERATURE DOCUMENTS

Remove

Include name of the author (in CAPITAL LETTERS), title of the article (when appropriate), title of the item

E)_(gmlr:er Cite (book, magazine, journal, serial, symposium, catalog, etc), date, pages(s), volume-issue number(s}, TS
Initials No . - .
publisher, city and/or country where published.
BROWN, A (2016). WhatsApp quietly introduced a brand-new way to reply to your messages. Express. Available
1 bnline from https://iwww_express.co.uk/life-style/science-technology/679325/WhatsApp-How-To-Quote-Message-In-
Reply-I0S-Android-Chat.
2 BLACK. "Share messages in Slack” in "Using Slack”. Obtained from https://get slack help/hclen-us/

prticles/203274767-Share-messages-in-Slack. January 2017.

If you wish to add additional non-patent literature document citation information please click the Add button| Add

EXAMINER SIGNATURE

Examiner Signature

Date Considered |

*EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through a
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant.

1 See Kind Codes of USPTO Patent Documents at www USPTO.GOV or MPEP 901.04. 2 Enter office that issued the document, by the two-letter code (WIPO
Standard ST.3). 3 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document.
4 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST.16 if possible. ® Applicant is to place a check mark here if|
English language translation is attached.

EFS Web 2.1.17
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Application Number

Filing Date 2017-12-29
INFORMATION DISCLOSURE First Named Inventor | Marc COHEN
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT At Unit |

( Not for submission under 37 CFR 1.99)

Examiner Name |

Attorney Docket Number |W1186/20008

CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Please see 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98 to make the appropriate selection{s):

That each item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was first cited in any communication
from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the filing of the
information disclosure statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e){(1).

OR

That no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was cited in a communication from a
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to the knowledge of the person signing the certification
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the information disclosure statement was known to

[ ] any individual designated in 37 CFR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the information disclosure
statement. See 37 CFR 1.97(e)(2).

X See attached certification statement.
The fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17 (p) has been submitted herewith.

A certification statement is not submitted herewith.

SIGNATURE

A signature of the applicant or representative is required in accordance with CFR 1.33, 10.18. Please see CFR 1.4(d) for the
form of the signature.

Signature llawrence e ashery/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2017-12-29
Name/Print Lawrence E. Ashery Registration Number ’34515

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.97 and 1.98. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the
public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR
1.14. This collection is estimated to take 1 hour to complete, including gathering, preparing and submitting the completed
application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you
require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S.
Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND
FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria,
VA 22313-1450.

EFS Web 2.1.17
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the
attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised
that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited
is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to
process and/aor examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested
information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may
result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:
1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act

(5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the
Department of Justice to determine whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these record s.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a
court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement
negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a

request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the
Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for
the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the
requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.5.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records
may he disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant
to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of
National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or
hisfher designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to
recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and
2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make
determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of
the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record
may he disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in
an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.

EFS Web 2.1.17
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PATENT

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
PATENT EXAMINING OPERATION

First Named Inventor: Marc A. COHEN

Serial No: Group Art Unit:
Filed: December 29, 2017 Examiner:
Att. Docket No.: W1186/20008 Confirmation No.:

For: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE
MANAGEMENT

IDS CERTIFICATION STATEMENT

Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Commissioner:

Pursuant to 37 CFR §1.56, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is
hereby directed to the reference(s) listed on the concurrently filed Form PTO/SB/08a.
Unless otherwise indicated herein, one copy of each reference is submitted herewith. No
copies of U.S. patents or U.S. patent application publications are submitted herewith. 37
CFR § 1.98(a)(2)(i1). It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly
considered during the prosecution of this application, and that the reference(s) be made of
record therein and appear among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom.
No representation is made that the reference(s) is/are prior art with respect to this
application.

This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the
filing date of a national application other than a CPA under 37 CFR § 1.53(d), within
three months of the date of entry of the national stage as set forth in 37 CFR § 1.491 in an
international application, before the mailing of a first Office Action on the merits, or
before the mailing of a first Office Action after the filing of an RCE under 37 CFR §
1.114. No certification or fee is required. 37 CFR § 1.97(b).

Page 1 of 2
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Attorney Docket No. W1186/20008

IDS Certification Statement dated 12/29/2017

The reference(s) was/were cited by or submitted to the Office in parent
application No. 15/431,077, filed February 13, 2017, which is relied upon for an earlier
filing date under 35 U.S.C. §120. Thus, copies of these references are not submitted

herewith. 37 CFR §1.98(d).

December 29, 2017

Please charge or credit our
Account No. 03-0075 as necessary
to effect entry and/or ensure
consideration of this submission.

Respectfully submitted,
CAESAR RIVISE, PC

By

/lawrence e ashery/

Page 2 of 2

Lawrence E. Ashery
Registration No. 34,515
Customer No. 03000
(215) 567-2010
Attorneys for Applicants
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Exh-1013, p. 011



PTO/AIA/14 (11-15)
Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid OMB control number.

Attorney Docket Number | W1186/20008

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76

Application Number

Title of Invention | APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

The application data sheet is part of the provisional or nonprovisional application for which it is being submitted. The following form contains the
bibliographic data arranged in a format specified by the United States Patent and Trademark Office as outlined in 37 CFR 1.76.

This document may be completed electronically and submitted to the Office in electronic format using the Electronic Filing System (EFS) or the
document may be printed and included in a paper filed application.

Secrecy Order 37 CFR 5.2:

[ Portions or all of the application associated with this Application Data Sheet may fall under a Secrecy Order pursuant to
37 CFR 5.2 (Paper filers only. Applications that fall under Secrecy Order may not be filed electronically.}

Inventor Information:

Remove
Inventor |1

Legal Name

Prefix| Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix
e r fon Bt
Residence Information (Select One) e US Residency Non US Residency Active US Military Service

City | Blue Bell State/Province | FPA Country of Residencd S

Mailing Address of Inventor:

Address 1 70 Brittany Way

Address 2

City | I3Iue Bell I State/Province | FA
Postal Code | 19422 | Countryi | lus

All Inventors Must Be Listed - Additional Inventor Information blocks may be

generated within this form by selecting the Add button. Add

Correspondence Information:

Enter either Customer Number or complete the Correspondence Information section below.
For further information see 37 CFR 1.33(a).

[ ] An Address is being provided for the correspondence Information of this application.

Customer Number D3000

Email Address | Add Email | [Remove Email

Application Information:

Title of the Invention PPPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

Attorney Docket Number| W1186/20008 Small Entity Status Claimed [X

Application Type Nonprovisional v
Subject Matter | Hility -
Total Number of Drawing Sheets (if any) 66 Suggested Figure for Publication (if any)

EFS Web 2212
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PTO/AIA/14 (11-15)

Approved for use through 04/30/2017. OMB 0651-0032

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

This application claims priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S. Provisional Patent
Application 62/518,905 filed on June 13, 2017 which is hereby incorporated by reference in its

entirety.

This application is a Continuation-In-Part of U.S. Patent Application 15/431,077 filed
February 13, 2017, which claims the benefit of priority under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) to U.S.
Provisional Patent Application 62/446,067 filed January 13, 2017, both of which are hereby

incorporated by reference in their entireties.
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to computer messaging and more particularly to
management thereof In particular, an apparatus and method are disclosed for improving

computer operational efficiency through message management.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Electronic communication, including messaging, provides a very efficient manner of
information exchange. In such forms of electronic communication, messages are exchanged
between multiple parties in order to convey information. In one known form of messaging, two
users operate respective client devices and effectively engage in conversation by transmitting
messages between each other. Such communication may be in the form of a single continuous
stream of back and forth messaging. Also, in some situations, more than two users (operating, for
example, more than two respective client devices) may be communicating in a single continuous
stream. While a single stream of messages may be transmitted in an ongoing sequence, it is also

possible to have multiple channels, each with their own respective stream of messages.

A “conversation” of messages may be short or it may occur over an extended period of
time. Such a period of time can last for hours, days, or even years. During the process of such a
conversation, a large quantity of messages may be transmitted between multiple users. Typically,
in order to reference an earlier message within a stream of messages, it may be desirable to scroll

or somehow visually traverse through messages until an earlier message is located.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Figure 1 is a block diagram that illustrates an exemplary network with associated

computing devices in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 2 is a block diagram that illustrates details of an exemplary client device in

accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary interface portal of a client device in accordance with an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 4 is a flowchart diagram that illustrates exemplary message referencing in

accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 5 is a flowchart diagram that illustrates exemplary message referencing in

accordance with a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 6 is a block diagram that illustrates an exemplary network with associated

computing devices in accordance with a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 7 is a block diagram that illustrates an exemplary network with associated
computing devices in accordance with yet another exemplary embodiment of the present

invention.

Figures 8A-8D are exemplary screen shots that illustrate exemplary operation of an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figure 9 is an exemplary screen shot that illustrates exemplary operation of an exemplary

embodiment of the present invention.

Figures 10A-10C are exemplary screen shots that illustrate exemplary operation of an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figures 11A-11D are exemplary screen shots that illustrate exemplary operation of an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
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Figure 12 is an exemplary screen shot that illustrates exemplary operation of an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Figures 13A-13D are exemplary screen shots that illustrate exemplary operation of an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 14 is a flow chart diagram that illustrates operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Figs. 15A — 15F are screen shots that illustrate operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Figs. 16A — 16F are screen shots that illustrate operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Figs. 17A — 17H are screen shots that illustrate operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Figs. 18A — 18H are screen shots that illustrate operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Figs. 19A — 19F are screen shots that illustrate operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Figs. 20A — 20E are screen shots that illustrate operation of an exemplary embodiment of

the present invention.

Fig. 21 is a screen shot that illustrates operation of an exemplary embodiment of the

present invention.
Fig. 22 illustrates an exemplary user interface.

The above Figures may include accompanying text that provides explanation regarding
what is shown. It is understood that the accompanying text is being provided merely for
explanatory purposes, is with regards to exemplary embodiments of the present invention, and

should not be construed as limitations on the scope of the present invention.
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A method for providing display of exchanged messages, the method comprises the steps
of: allowing a plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a plurality of displays
as a message stream; allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of the users on
the display; allowing the one of the users to select the prompt; recording in the memory one of
the user identifiers associated with the one of the users responsive to the one of the users
selecting the prompt; creating a message responsive to the one of the users selecting the prompt;
inserting the message into the message stream so that the message is displayed to another of the
users on another of the displays, wherein the message includes a reference object associated with
the prompt, and allowing the another of the users to select an area on the another of the displays

associated with the reference object.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present invention relates to messaging and in particular to the ability to select an area
on a display associated with a prompt and to subsequently allow a message to be inserted into a
message stream. With regard to messaging, what is referred to is the ability for one or more
users to provide a series of messages. Messages typically occur in a stream, wherein each
message comprises data. The data included in messages is often text, but this is merely
exemplary as messages can include other content, including possibly any kind of data (e.g. audio,

video, animation, graphics, web links, photos, etc.).

In one or more exemplary embodiments of the present invention, a method and apparatus
improves the operation of a computer device, by providing links that enable a computer device to
operate with greater efficiency. In particular, in several exemplary embodiments, when one
message references another message, and time has elapsed between the two messages, the
invention enables a computer device to operate with advantages over the prior art. For example,
in the prior art, to enable one message to reference an earlier message, a search for the earlier
message can be inefficient, time consuming, can delay message response while an earlier
message is located, and can request that data stored in memory be duplicated. By contrast, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present invention, the use of visual display of an

earlier message (or portions thereof) and selection (in various manners to be described below),
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enables message referencing in a manner that enables faster computer processing and more

efficient use of computer devices for exemplary forms of communication such as messaging.

Messaging (such as chat messaging) has become a very popular form of electronic
communication due to its affordability and ease of use. On any given day, users may exchange
numerous messages regarding a diverse range of topics. The users may use the messages to
discuss, for example, group activities, to solicit opinions about various topics, or simply
exchange short conversations with friends or co-workers. One of the drawbacks to using typical
chat messaging systems is the sequential nature of the messages sent and received. For example,
messages often appear in a channel or log in chronological order. If a user in a group chat
session comes back from a meeting after several hours, they may be confronted with a bunch of
messages. In this regard, the group chat sessions are often characterized by short bursts of dialog
around a given topic. By the time a user views the messages, the topic may have changed
several times. This makes it difficult for a user to post a response to a previous message that is

within context of the ongoing message conversation.

Methods and systems for providing references (such as context-based references) to link
messages (such as chat messages) are disclosed herein. This allows a user to generate and insert
a (reference) object into a (chat) message stream that links or otherwise references a chat
message (such as a prior message or later message) the user intended to send. It is contemplated
that the techniques disclosed herein may be particularly beneficial in certain types of
communication platforms. However, so as to illustrate the method and system functionality, and
not by way of limitation, the communication platform described herein is an exemplary chat
messaging platform. It is envisioned that one skilled in the art could make and use the methods
and systems described herein with other types of communication platforms. Some of these
communication platforms may include, for example, text messaging, short message services
(SMS), e-mails and other types of similar on-line communication platforms for facilitating
electronic information exchanges between client devices of a plurality of users. The use of chat
messaging described herein is merely exemplary, as other forms of messaging may also be used

in accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present invention.

With respect to chat messaging platforms, a message (for example in a chat message

session) that a user wishes to respond to or reference occurred as a standalone comment or as
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part of a previous and unrelated (to a most recent discussion chain) discussion. A chat message
session, as used herein, refers to a series of messages that are exchanged between one or more
users, wherein for more than one user the users are in a group of users. When one of the users in
the group adds a new message to a chat message session, the new message is sent to other users
in the group. For example, if a first user adds a new message to the chat message session
between three users in a group, then the new message may be sent to other selected users of the
group, such as the second user and/or the third user. Thus, the chat message session may
simulate a real-life conversation because users may communicate to the group at large, or to a

specific person or a subset of the people in the group.

In some situations, a user may want add a new message that is related to a previous
message in the chat message session. When replying to the previous message at the current point
in time in the session, the reply message may appear out of context and could be confusing to
other users in the session. This is because the chat message sessions often include numerous
messages that may have been entered over a short period of time. Some group messaging users
employ various strategies to minimize the effect of their writing messages when trying to refer to
or reply to a previous message in the session. In one example, a user may copy and paste the
prior message into the text message entry bar and then add additional text. In another example,
the user may include addition information in the new message to make it clear what is being
responded to. In yet another example, the user may specify the message being referenced
by identifying and referencing something unique about the message such as who sent it, the date
and/or the time it was sent. One problem with using these types of techniques is that extra text
entry space may not be available in a chat message system that limits the amount of data that can
be entered into a given message. Moreover, the user may miss some important information if
they cut and paste only a portion of the previous message or the identifying information

regarding the previous message may not be complete or accurate.

To put it another way, a first message (“message”) may be one of several messages. A
second message (“further message”) may also be one of the several messages. It may be
desirable for the second message to reference the first message. By “reference” what is meant is
that there is a connection between the second message and the first message. The connection

may be for example a link. With such a link, while the second message is being viewed, some
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aspect of the first message may also be viewed. The aspect of the first message may be, for
example, all of the first message, part of the first message, a modified form of all or part of the
first message, and/or data associated with the first message. Exemplary associated data may
include a user (or some form of identification of the user) associated with the first message, a
date and/or time associated with the first message, and/or some other data associated with the

first message.

In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a “reference object” is inserted
into a text entry box that is being used to form a second message so that (after the second
message is transmitted) a “display object” can be displayed (with the second message) that
references the first message. In one embodiment of the present invention the reference and
display object are the same while in another embodiment of the present invention the reference
and display object are different. The reference object, or the display object, or both, references

the first message as more clearly described below.

Chat messages (as an example of messages) are thus beneficially enhanced to provide
users with additional information related to the meaning of their electronic conversations without
introducing expensive overhead or burdensome retrieval mechanisms. For example, a user may
make a selection associated with a first message which then automatically inserts a reference
object into a text entry bar of a chat message system. The reference object may provide a link to
automatically identify and access data from the first message. The user may then add additional
text in the text message box before or after the reference object. When the message is sent, a
display object associated with the first message is included in the newly posted second message.
If multiple messages are referenced then one or more of the display objects are displayed in the
newly posted message. It is also possible for the same message to be referenced multiple times
by different new messages at any time in the chat message session. In addition, computer
processing efficiency is improved through the use of links and without simply duplicating
previously inputted data. Efficiency is also improved by enabling access to at least a portion of

previously available data without a need to manually locate the previously available data.

Each display object can then be activated in the chat session in several ways. For
example, by hovering over and/or selecting the display object, text data (or other data or portions

thereof) associated with the referenced first message may be displayed (e.g., above, to the side
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of, below) with respect to the newly posted message. The information thus provides the reader
with immediate and useful context relating to the message they are reading by allowing them to
see the message that is referenced. In some implementations, other visual or audio mechanisms
can be added to highlight the display object. For example, the display object may displayed in a
different text color, font size, or a change to a portion or all of the background of the referred

message or include various type of animation effects.

While the above description is with regard to first and second messages, it is understood
that “first” and “second” (or “message” and “further message”) are merely being used to identify
two messages that have been separately entered into a computer system (and then, for example,
sent). In one embodiment of the present invention, the first message is sent before the second

message, although this merely exemplary (i.e. the order may be reversed).

In one implementation, a computer program product may be installed and/or a service
may be selected from a cloud-computing environment in order to obtain the benefits of the
techniques described herein. In an implementation, the computer program product may be
downloaded onto a client device. For example, a user may elect to download the computer
program product from a service associated with an online server. The client device may transmit
a request for the computer program product over a network and, in response, receive the
computer program product from the service. The computer program product may be installed
locally on the client device or stored at the service and may be accessed through the client
device, for example, via a mobile web browser. In one exemplary embodiment, software to
achieve the above results is stored in a cloud computing environment. In another exemplary
embodiment, the software is stored in local client devices. In a further exemplary embodiment of
the present invention, the software is stored in a combination of a cloud computing environment

and (one or more) local client device(s).

Figure 1 is a block diagram that illustrates an exemplary network with associated
computing devices in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention, two or more computing devices (e.g., client
devices) may engage in an electronic communication session (e.g., chat session) with each other.
In some implementations, a first participant/client device may engage in a chat session with a

second participant/client device via a network. As shown, communications network 100 includes

Petitioners
Exh-1013, p. 027



10

15

20

25

30

Attorney Docket No. W1186/20008

a plurality of computing devices such as client devices 101a — 10le which may include for
example, a base station, a personal data assistant (PDA), a laptop/netbook and a tablet as well as
computing server devices and (e.g., computing devices that can be located at a number of
different receiving stations). The various devices may be interconnected via a network or direct
connection and/or may be coupled via a communications network (e.g., a LAN, WAN, the
Internet, etc. that may be wired or wireless). In some implementations, the computing devices
may communicate with each other before accessing the communication network. In some
implementations, the network may include a database running on or in communication with the
server device and/or the client devices or some combination thereof. In some implementations,
the database may store reference objects and/or display objects related to one or more chat
messages. Server 190 is also illustrated. Server 190 includes computing device 120, computing
device 130, a terminal for data input and/or display, etc. Communication may occur via network
140. While client devices such a devices 101a and 101b are shown, it is understood that fewer or
more client devices such as client devices 101x and 101z (not shown) may also be included).
Memory for storing data that is useful in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the

present invention may be included in the form database 110.

The above description is with regard to at least two users (or more) communicating with
each other with respective client devices. In a further exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, the “first message” and the “second message” are both entered into the same
computing device. In a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, further
messages may or may not be included from a source outside of the computing device from which
the “first message” and “second message” are entered. In yet another exemplary embodiment of
the invention, a single user may enter the “first message” on one computing device and the

“second message” on another computing device.

Figure 2 is a block diagram that illustrates details of an exemplary client device in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. In one or more exemplary
embodiments of the present invention, the system may facilitate the transfer of electronic
communications between computing devices of two or more users or participants over a
communication network. The system can include one or more servers (e.g. a server device),

which provide access or a communication link between a plurality of client devices in order to
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facilitate communication between two or more client devices over a network. In some
implementations, the system may include an interface portal that provides for the display of
network content, such as chat messages of a chat message session or any other type of network

data received in response to a transmitted chat message.

Figure 2 illustrates a plurality of client devices 10la — 101z. In an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention, features of the invention may be included on a server 190
(shown in Fig. 1) or on a client device 101a — 101z. Exemplary client device 101x is illustrated.
Client device 101x may include I/O device driver(s) 141 (and/or related database structures),
processing device(s) 142 (and/or related database structures) and memory 143. Memory 143 may
include data memory 143a and instruction memory 143b. One or more drivers may include a
message engine and/or a link engine as more fully described below. To facilitate integrating
context-based references into a chat session, the system may include a reference generation
module by itself or part of the engines described below. The reference generation module may
generate and transmit the references (or links) in a chat session that can be perceived by users of
the client devices of the system (i.e. visual objects). The functionality of the reference generation
module can exist in a fewer or greater number of modules than what is shown, with such

modules residing at one or more computing devices, which may be geographically dispersed.

Figure 3 illustrates an exemplary interface portal 310 of a client device 101x in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. The interface portal
provides an example juterface in which a chat messaging session can be engaged by a number of
users that are represented by the participant icons 310a — 310e on the portal In some
implementations, the interface portal may include several panels that include a channel/dialog
panel that displays the different chat session groups that a particular user has joined. The
interface portal displays a plurality of chat messages exchanged by the users. In some
implementations, the interface portal includes a message window panel that may include a count
of the current participants and a text entry region that allows the participants to insert and
reformat the text (i.e., bold, italics, color), add a link (hypertext link) or other type of data into a
chat session. Each message that is entered into the text entry region is displayed in the message
window panel. In some implementations, the messages can be augmented with one or more

references to a previous message in the chat session.
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Figure 4 is a flowchart diagram that illustrates exemplary message referencing in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present invention. At step 410, “selection” of
an area or object associated with a 1* message is received. The selection may be accomplished
through different mechanisms. Selection can be accomplished with a click, a hovering, with the
cursor, the finger, etc. For example, the selection may entail moving a cursor or some other
indicator over to a 1* message or an area associated with a 1% message so that an object or area
associated with the 1% message can then be selected. In one exemplary embodiment, the object
being selected is a display object, an area with defined limits. The area may have an exemplary
shape, size, color, pattern, identification, etc. Alternatively, the text of the 1 message or portion
thereof may be selected. One exemplary method of selection is moving a cursor and then
subsequent selection using an I/O device such as a mouse that is controlling the cursor. In
another exemplary embodiment, a touch sensitive screen may be used. Selection may then be
accomplished by touching the touch sensitive screen in some manner including the use of a
finger, stylus, etc. A cursor, finger, or stylus are examples of a “further object” and where the
“further object” is placed is a step in the process of obtaining selection by placing the further

object over where the area associated with the message or the object is displayed.

Optionally, with (or thereafter) the selection of the area or object associated with the 1%
message, other action(s) may also be taken. The additional action(s) may be, for example,
sending communication (i.e. a message or other data) to a location that is predefined or defined
by data associated with the 1* message. The action may occur with the selection, at optional step

420 (below), or at other times.

At optional step 420, an indication is provided that the selection of step 410 has been
received. The indication may be in many exemplary forms including a visual indication. The
visual indication may include for example the display of a dot on a screen. Alternatively, for
example, the indication of receipt of the selection may include the insertion of a reference object

in a text input box. This will be further described below.

While step 420 is included in some exemplary embodiments, it may be omitted (or
temporarily omitted) in other exemplary embodiments. Thus, for example, in one exemplary
embodiment, no visible indication is provided that the selection of step 410 has occurred (or has

been received).
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At step 430, a 2" message is allowed to be formed with a link to the 1% message. The
link may be a reference object, a display object, or a reference object which is the same as the
display object. The link is associated with the 2"® message and references the 1% message.
Furthermore, the link is created responsive to the receipt of the selection of step 410. This link is

further described below.

In a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, a text entry box is provided.
Although the text entry box is optional, the text entry box may appear on a screen as a place
where the second message is formed before transmitted. Selection of the area of object (i.e.
display object) associated with first message may result in the visual indication described with
reference to step 420, or may result in another indication. For example, the indication may be (or

additionally may be) insertion (and/or display) of the reference object into the text entry box.

At step 440, display of information is caused responsive to selection of a further area or
object associated with a) the 1 message and b) the link. Thus, for example, the 2*¢ message may
be displayed with a display object (i.e. the area associated with the second message and
associated with the link to the first message) after the second message is transmitted. Selection of
the display object will cause information to be displayed. The information may be some or all of
the 1% message, or some type of identifying information or user information associated with the

1* message, for example.

Figure 5 is a flowchart diagram that illustrates exemplary message referencing in
accordance with a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention. At step 510, previous
messages are displayed. In addition, a visual structure to facilitate text entry may be included.
The visual structure may be a text entry bar. As characters are typed using an I/O device, for
example, the characters may appear in the text entry bar. After the typing of the message has
been completed, in one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the text entry bar may
be optionally hidden, the text may be sent, and the text that was inputted into the text entry bar
may be repositioned so that it appears with other messages that have been sent and received. In
any event, by displaying the text entry bar, for example, a visual indication is provided to the
user that the client device that will transmit the completed message is ready for the completed

message to be created.
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Next, at step 520, a user clicks on an area or portion of a 1¥ message to be referenced by
a 2" message. The area may include a display object as more fully described below. A “click”
may refer to some sort of selection. The area being clicked may include text that is included in
the 1* message itself, and area occupied by the 1% message as it appears on a screen, a display
object with a defined border, a display object where the border is not clearly defined, etc. The

process of clicking or selection will cause the 2™ message to be able to reference the 1% message.

At step 530, a reference object is inserted into a text entry bar. By inserting the object

into the text entry bar, intent to reference the 1* message is indicated. This step is optional.

In one exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the “selection” described in step
520 causes automatic insertion of the reference object into the text entry bar in step 530. In other
words, in response to a selection (such as clicking on a display object in the first message), the
reference object that includes the link to the first message appears in the text entry bar. This
“one click” process of having the reference object be displayed (or be inserted) into the text
message bar enables advantageous computer processor performance. By contrast, one could
manually insert a link to the first message in the second message, but creation and insertion of
such a link is time consuming and subject to errors. The inventors have determined that such a
link could be created by selecting (i.e. highlighting) data (i.e. a link to the first message)
associated with the first message, copying the selection (performed for example with a mouse
right click), moving a cursor to the text entry bar, selecting a location in the text entry bar, and
pasting the selection (of the link) into the text entry bar. This procedure assumes that a link (that
references the first message) is visually displayed in some manner so that the above procedure
can be performed. One advantage of exemplary embodiments of the present invention is that the
process has been automated, so that selection of a display object (as it appears or may be selected
on the display) causes the reference object to appear in the text entry bar, preferably with no
other steps performed by the user (or with fewer steps performed by the user than with the

select/copy/select/paste procedure outlined above).

At step 540, the 2™ message is completed. Subsequently, an instruction is provided to

transmit the 2" message.
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At step 550, the 2™ message is displayed. The 2" message may be displayed in various
places including, for example, a client device from which the message was transmitted, a client
device to which the message is transmitted, a device where a message is displayed without being

transmitted outside of the device, etc.

At step 560, after the 2™ message is displayed (with the display object), selection of the
display object causes display of the 1% message, a portion of the 1% message, data associated with

the 1* message, etc.

Generation of a reference object, and subsequent generation of a display object, may be
accomplished in accordance with a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention. For
example, a unique identifier may be assigned to each message. There are numerous ways to
generate unique identifiers, including sequential numbering, numbering based on a system clock,
numbering based on a chronological clock, etc. Generation of a reference object may be initiated
by an event that occurs and is detected by software (that is causing or related to the display of the
messages on the client device). Put another way, for each display object on a plurality of
messages that are displayed, an event “listener” is waiting for an interaction with the display
objects. When a particular display object is selected (i.e. clicked, hovered, etc.), the selection of
the display object is routed to software that will create a reference object, and ultimately a
display object. Furthermore, selection of the display object causes the unique identifier of the
message associated with the display object to be stored in a database. That unique identifier will
then be associated with the reference object as the reference object is created. When the
reference object is indeed created, a visual icon (for example) that represents the reference object
may be inserted in a place to indicate that that the display object has been selected. The visual
icon that represents the reference object is thus inserted, for example, into the text entry bar.
Furthermore, the reference object is linked to the identifier that has been stored for the message
associated with the display object that has been selected. After the message (i.e. the “second
message” described above) has been transmitted, the display object is created and, again, the
display object may be associated with the identifier that has been stored in the database for the

message associated with the earlier display object that has been selected.

The above description has been with regard to a display object. It is understood that the

display object may be represented by a visual icon with defined borders, or it may be represented
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by some other visual method, such as text associated with a message or space (i.e. space that

appears on a display) that overlaps or is adjacent to a message.

Figure 6 is a block diagram that illustrates an exemplary network with associated
computing devices in accordance with a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
Fig. 6 illustrates that 1% client device 101A and 2™ client device 101B are coupled to network
140. Network 140 may be, for example, the Internet. Message server 190 is also shown coupled
to network 140. In the exemplary embodiment shown in Fig. 6, message server 190 includes a
message engine and a link engine. A memory is also included. The message engine is for a)
receiving selection of an area or object associated with a message on a display; and b) providing
an indication that selection of area or object associated with the message has been received. The
link engine is for a) allowing a further message to be formed with a link to the message, wherein
the link is associated with the further message responsive to the selection; and b) causing display
of information associated with the message responsive to selection of a further area or portion

associated with i) the further message; and ii) the link.

Figure 7 is a block diagram that illustrates an exemplary network with associated
computing devices in accordance with yet another exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Fig. 7 differs from Fig. 6 in that, in Fig. 6, the message engine and link engine are
included in message server 190. By contrast, in Fig. 7, 1% client device 101a and 2™ client device

101b each includes a respective message engine and link engine.

Figures 8 through 11 are exemplary screen shots that illustrate exemplary operation of an

exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

Fig. 8A-8D illustrates operation of an exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
As shown in Fig. 8A, a plurality of messages have already been sent so that, in effect, a
conversation (or chat) is occurring between 2 users. In the messages shown in Fig. 8A, two users
ErikKatz (hereafter “EK”) and MarcCohen (hereafter “MC”) are having a chat. MC has sent a
message to EK: “Anything you want to review with me?” MC now wants to send EK another
message in which MC responds to EK’s message “Can you send me the conference link?”
(hereafter, “first message”). It is noted in the example, however, that four messages have been

sent between the first message and when MC is ready to send the second message (in response to
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the first message). The question then becomes, how does MC answer the first message without
confusion because four messages have been sent in the interim? One solution identified by the
inventors would be to copy the first message and transmit an answer to the first message along
with a copy of the first message. There are difficulties with this approach. For example, copying
a previous message and inserting the previous message can entail multiple steps including
highlighting, selecting, copying, selecting and pasting. Also, when the copy of the first message
is transmitted as part of the second message, the recipient of the second message may be required
to see more information than is desired. In accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, a text message box is displayed to the person who is sending the response to
the first message — the response being the “second message”. For purposes of this explanation,
the person sending the first message (and receiving the second message) will be referred to as the
1* user and the person sending the 2" message (and receiving the 1% message) will be referred to
as the 2" user. In Fig. 8A, the text message box is displayed to the 2" user so that the 2™ user
can enter the message (i.e. the second message) that will be transmitted to the 1% user. As part of
the 2" user constructing that 2"® message, the 2" user wishes to reference the 1% message. The

1 message is shown with a display object, namely 10:10AM. The 2™

user will select the display
object. Selection of the display object is accomplished by various techniques including
positioning a cursor over the display object and clicking, placing a finger over the display object
on a touch screen, etc. These forms of selection are merely exemplary because selection can also
include selecting another area associated with the 1% message, and object associated with the 1*
message, text associated with the 1% message, etc. It is also noted that selection is accomplished
by viewing whatever is to be selected on a display and by physical movement (or virtual
movement) of what is being used to perform the selection. Fig. 8 also illustrates that once the

display object is selected, part of the selection process may include changing how the display

object is displayed.

While Fig. 8A illustrates a user clicking on the time, this is merely exemplary as other
areas of the object (or associated with the object) may be selected for initiating creation of the

reference object during the process of creating the second message.

Fig. 8B illustrates what occurs after the display object associated with the 1% message has

been selected. Thus, for example, Fig. 8B illustrates that a reference object has been inserted into
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the text entry box. The reference object shown of example in Fig. 8B is “ErikKatz 10:10AM
EST”. The manner in which the reference object (i.e. name and time) is merely exemplary. The
reference object shown in Fig. 8B includes a link to the 1% message. Thus, after the 2" message
is transmitted, the 1% user will receive the 2™ message and the 2™ message will include a display
object. Selecting the display object in the 2™ message by the 1% user will cause the 1% message,

or some aspect of the 1% message to be displayed.

It is noted in this explanation that a reference object is inserted into a message when a
message is created and a display object is displayed after the 2" message (or any message) is
received and displayed to the 1% user (or any user). Both the reference object and the display
object reference the 1% message. For example, the reference object and the display object may
both be a link to the 1* message. In one embodiment, the reference object and the display object
both include the same link to the 1 message. In another exemplary embodiment, the reference
object may include a 1* link to the 1% message, wherein the 1* link is replaced in the display
object with a 2™ link to the 1¥* message. Alternately, or in addition, the reference object and the
display object both link to the 1% message but differ in how they appear on a display. This is
further described below.

Fig. 8B also illustrates that once the reference object has been inserted into the text
message box, the 2" user can continue to add text into the text message box. Fig. 8B illustrates
additional text added into the text message box after the reference object has been inserted into
the text message box. It is understood, however, that in some exemplary embodiments text can
be added into the text message box before the reference object is added into the text message

box.

After user 2 has completed entering text into the text message box and causing the
reference object to be added into the text message box, the 2™ user is then able to transmit the 2™
message. After transmitting the 2" message, the 2" message will then appear as part of the chat.
This is shown in Fig. 8C. In Fig. 8C, the 2" message appears as part of the chat and the reference
object has been replaced with a display object. In Fig. 8C, the visual appearance of the display
object is somewhat different than the visual appearance of the reference object that appeared in
Fig. 8B. This variation in visual appearance between the reference object and the display object

is merely exemplary.
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Fig. 8C illustrates how the 1% user is able to view the chat (although the view being seen
by the 2™ user might be similar or identical). The 1¥ user is then able to view the 1* message, or
a portion thereof, or data associated therewith, by selecting the display object. Selection, again,
can include touching of a touchscreen above where the display object is displayed, virtual

selection with a cursor, etc.

By selecting the display object, the 1% message (or portion thereof, or data associated
therewith) may appear on the screen. This is illustrated in Fig. 8D. The 1* message, or portion
thereof, appearing on the screen may appear by the 1% user selecting the display object, the 2™

user selecting the display object, or both.

The above examples have included illustrations and descriptions of illustrative reference
objects and display objects. It is understood, however, that the displays associated with

reference objects and display objects are not limited to the examples provided above.

Assume, for example, that a reference object has the visual appearance “Sona G.
10:15am” in the text entry box. In this regard, the label portion “Sona G.” represents identifying
information of the user that entered the previous chat message and the label “10:15am” identifies
the time the message with entered into the chat messaging system. In some implementations,
other identifying information, such as the date in which the chat message was sent, can be
included in the reference object display label. It should be noted that the above described visual
appearance is merely an illustrative example. The identifying information for the reference
object may include various other types of information, for example, plain text, images,
audio/video mediums and other types of identifying information. The identifying information can
also be inferred, derived or looked-up info. For example, the link could provide information
over and above that which was included in the actual message —i.e., address and phone number —
or even an advertisement or coupon based on the content or some known attributes of the 1*
message. Ex. “First 10 people who Reference this message get 25% discount coupon good for
admission” the Ref Pop can be an ad — this is a desirable way to have an ad embedded by known

users into messages other users will see.

The reference object, in one or more exemplary embodiments, can be inserted anywhere

in the text entry box. For example, the reference object can be inserted to the left or right of the
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text entry box cursor either initially or at any time after the user has initiated their message. In
this regard, the location of the insertion of the reference object is controlled by the location of the
text box cursor. The reference object can also be in another form, such as a highlighted
background color that serves to indicate that the second message is linked to the first message
(i.e. clicking anywhere the background color appears) would reveal the popup message. In some
exemplary embodiments, the user may include additional text that can be entered into the text

entry box either before or after the placement of the reference object.

In one or more exemplary embodiments, multiple previous messages can be referenced
and included in the message stream. If multiple messages are referenced then one or more of the
reference objects are displayed. For example, the user may select a display object associated with
the date/time filed of a second chat message. The interaction of the user with the display object
may activate the reference generation module of the chat messaging system for the second chat
message. A second reference object noting certain identifying information of the chat message
may be inserted in the text entry box of the interface portal. The second reference object, in one
or more exemplary embodiments, can be inserted anywhere in the text entry box. As noted
above, the user may include additional text that can be entered into the text entry box either
before or after the placement of the second reference object. It is possible for the same message

to be referenced multiple times by different new messages at any time in the future (or in the

past).

Fig. 9 illustrates an exemplary embodiment in which two previous messages are being
referenced. As shown, two display objects have been selected. Therefore, two different
reference objects have been inserted into the text entry box. The resulting message, once sent

will include two different display objects.

Figs. 10A — 10C illustrate a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention. As
illustrated in Fig. 10A, a message may include two different display objects, and a different
action occurs depending upon which display object is selected. To put it another way, a different
action may occur depending upon which part of a message is selected for creation of a reference
object. In the example shown, in Fig. 10A, selection of the display object 10:10AM results in the
display of the message associated with the display object 10:10AM. Furthermore, selection of

the display object that is represented as the person’s face results in the display of location (e.g.
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GPS information) of that person. The display of contact information is merely exemplary as any
other type of data may also be displayed (e.g. contact information, a hyperlink, etc.). In the
illustrated exemplary embodiment, display of location information (e.g. GPS information) is the
result of set up information that is pre-stored prior to selection of the display object. In Fig. 10B,
as a result of the selection of the two display objects in Fig. 10A, two corresponding reference
objects are inserted into the text entry box. Fig. 10C illustrates that after the message that has
been entered in Fig. 10B is transmitted, the message then appears with two corresponding
display objects. Furthermore, Fig. 10C illustrates that by hovering over (i.e. selecting) the right-
most display object, a map showing the location of ErikKatz appears. This map is merely

exemplary.

Figs. 11A — 11D illustrate a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention.
These figures illustrate how it is possible to reference something other than a text message. In
this case a photo is being referenced. Furthermore, the referenced photo optionally indicates an
area of interest that has been indicated by a user. As illustrated in Fig. 11A, a stream of
exemplary messages include photographs. Furthermore, in this example, Deena wishes to give
advice regarding JeffC’s photograph. Deena selects JeffC’s photograph so that a reference
object (and subsequent display object) can be created that references JeffC’s photograph. But,
Denna has also selected a portion of JeffC’s photograph (shown in the figure by a white circle).
Fig. 11B illustrates that a reference object has been inserted into the text entry box that
references JeffC’s photo with the white dot selected portion. In Fig. 11C, Deena has sent the
message, which now appears with a display object that corresponds to the reference object that
was inserted into the text entry box in Fig. 11B. In Fig. 11D, when the display object is selected,

the photo (with the indicated portion — indicated by an “x”) appears (in this embodiment as a pop

up).

Fig. 12 illustrates an exemplary embodiment of the present invention in which, when a
display object is selected, an image based on additional data appears based on predefined rules.
In Fig. 12, for example, the predefined rule is that when a display object for ErikKatz is selected,
an image showing the location of ErikKatz (based for example on GPS data) also appears.

While the image shown in Fig. 12 is a map with location data, this image is merely exemplary.
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Figs. 13A-D illustrate a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, in which
selection of a display object does not reference a previously displayed (or later displayed
message) but instead references other data — in this example an advertisement. In Fig. 13A, the
display object for the Chipotle message has been referenced. Thus, in Fig. 13B, a reference
object corresponding to the display object referenced in Fig. 13A is inserted into the text entry
box. Once transmitted, a message appears in Fig. 13C that includes a display object
corresponding to the reference object inserted into the text entry box in Fig. 13B. Fig. 13D
illustrates an exemplary image that appears when the display object illustrated in Fig. 13C is
selected. The exemplary image may appear as a popup, but this is merely exemplary as the image
may appear using other display mechanisms. Selection, as in the other embodiments can be in
the form of hovering, a click (form an I/O device such as a mouse), or some other action. As
shown in Fig. 13D, the exemplary image in the popup includes a link that can be selected for a
further action to occur. In this example, clicking the link results in the user (i.e. the user that
created the message with the display object) receiving a promotion (i.e. free food). The
promotion can be sent as a data transmission in a variety of manners including text, email, a
popup, etc. The text can be sent, for example, simultaneously with the display of a popup on the

screen where the display object has been selected.

In the above explanation, the result of the actions described is the display of a popup that
includes a link which, when clicked results in a data transmission with a discount coupon (for
example). This is merely exemplary. Other actions may occur upon selection of a field in such
an exemplary popup, or instead of or in addition to display of the popup. Exemplary actions
include initiation of an SMS text message, saving messages to an application (such as Evernote),
popping up an additional window (which may also include a link that can be selected for further

action to occur), and/or other actions.

In several exemplary embodiments, a first message is displayed before a second message
is formed with a reference object (that may be converted to a display object). In those
embodiments, after the second message is formed, when the display object associated with the
second message is selected, the information associated with the first message that is displayed is
at least a portion (e.g. text) of the first message that was displayed. The examples illustrated in

Figs. 13A-D show a feature in place of, or in addition to the above feature. In the examples
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illustrated in Figs. 13A-D, again a first message is displayed before a second message is formed
with a reference object (that may be converted to a display object). After the second message is
formed, however, when the display object associated with the second message is selected,
information associated with the first message that is displayed is other than any portion of the

message that was displayed (e.g. an advertisement).

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the first message and the second
message are part of a stream of messages. A stream of messages includes a plurality of messages
sent one after another, i.e. one message appears, another message appears after the earlier
message, etc. Multiple messages may exist between the first and second messages, or the first
and second messages may be adjacent to each other in the stream. The stream of messages may
exist, for example, in a single channel of communication (although messages across multiple
channels of communication are also contemplated). In at least one exemplary embodiment, a

display can be (continuously) scrolled from the earlier message to the later message.

In one or more exemplary embodiments of the present invention, it may be possible to
remove a reference object; various techniques may be implemented. For example, the reference
object may be removed from the text entry box in response to a user interaction with the
reference object. If the user is using a touch screen display, the reference object may be removed
by pressing on that area of the display. In other implementations, the reference object may be
removed by the user clicking on the reference object with, e.g., a mouse. In some exemplary
embodiments, the reference object may be deleted by using the text entry cursor back space

over/delete the object.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, when the message is sent via a
network as shown in Figures 1 and 2, the display object is included in the newly posted
message. In some implementations, the display object is visually distinguishable from text
entered by the user along with the object. For example, the display object may be a different text

color, font size or include animation to distinguish it from the normal text data.

After the reference object is entered into the chat message session, and the display object
appears in the chat message session, the user may still be able to edit or remove the display

object. To edit the display object in the chat session, the user may first select the object by, for
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example, clicking on the object. A window or other kinds of display may appear at the interface
portal with respect to the reference object. The user may then delete the display object using
any of the techniques described above. The user, in an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention, may replace or add one more different display objects, by selecting a display object
associated with a different previous chat message. After the user has completed their edits, the
window may be closed and the interface portal will be automatically updated with the new or
deleted display objects. This update is also transmitted to the other user that received the newly
posted message so that their respective interface portals likewise reflect the current state of the

newly posted message.

In a further exemplary embodiment, a previously (or later) sent message can be edited to

include a display object that was not previously associated with the sent message.

A user may enable the reference object in several ways. For example, the user may move
a mouse over a portion of the display object. As shown in Figure 8D, a popup window (or view)
may be shown that displays the data from the previous chat message that is referenced by the
display object. By hovering over and/or selecting the display object the text of the referenced
message is displayed [above, to the side of, below] the chat message. Optionally, the user may
toggle through successive display objects when more than one is added to the chat message. In
this regard, the display object can serve a dual purpose of a control which, when activated,
toggles through successive previous chat messages appearing in the popup window. Thus, the
display objects provide a reader with immediate and useful context relating to the message they
are reading. In exemplary embodiments of the present invention, the popup window (or any view
that appears responsive to selection of a display object) may include hyperlinks, attachments
(e.g. documents, photos, movies), or other embedded actionable items (such as “print” or
“share”). The popup window can be passive or active. Thus, for example, clicking on a
hyperlink that appears in a popup window can result in viewing of the target to the hyperlink,
downloading an embedded attachment, etc. As a further example, it may be possible for a user to
“star” (i.e. tag) the message referenced by the popup window. As a further example, a user can
“yump” to the original referenced message (and thus locate and change a display to the original

placement of a message within a stream of messages).
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To clarify, the display object or link object can be embedded in the “REF Pop.” A REF
Pop refers to a window that is displayed in response to a user hovering or clicking on a display
object. In some cases, the user may click on hypertext or another object and that object will
launch an action such as a jump to the original message (e.g., the message being referenced).
This and other actions may be launched from the REF Pop as well as following a hypertext link
or perhaps even launching a form or listening to an audio recording or viewing an image. In
other words, the REF Pop may be more than a passive read only display - in some cases a user

can interact with it for deeper/further functionality.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, various other types of visual or
audio mechanisms can be activated in response to the user enabling the reference object. For
example, when the user directs a mouse to hover over the reference object, the display label
associated with the object may change in text color, font size. In some implementations, an
animation may be displayed at the reference object. The changes can be to the referenced object
“in place” or elsewhere on the interface portal. In other implementation, if the user is using a
mobile device that enables the touchscreen to distinguish between different levels of force being
applied to their surfaces, the reference object may be enabled depending on the amount of force
applied. For example, if the user presses on the touchscreen at the reference object, the popup
window may be shown that displays the previous chat message, which provides the reader with

context to the chat message that is currently being read.

In a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the invention may be useful
across multiple channels. Assume, for example, that one conversation is occurring in one
channel and another communication is occurring in another channel. Thus, a “second message”

can be created in one channel based on a “first message” that appears in another channel.

In a further exemplary embodiment of the present invention, nested references may be
available. For example, if a reference is made to a prior message which also contains a display
object (and so on), a feature may be available to view all nested messages together. In other
words, assume one display object references a message with a display object, and that display
object references another message with a display object. In this exemplary embodiment, all the

messages referenced by display objects (in nested formation) may be displayed together.
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Figs. 14 — 22 are illustrative of further exemplary embodiments of the present invention.

Before discussing each figure, several definitions with regard to these figures may be helpful.

Prompt — a form of electronic generated output that is receptive to interaction therewith.
Examples of prompts include clickable (or otherwise selectable) areas associated with displayed
messages located in message streams and clickable (or otherwise selectable) areas associated
with areas (e.g. banners, menus, etc.) outside of message streams. The prompt may have, for

example, a “click me” invitation implied (or explicitly communicated).

2%

First Message - A message that includes a prompt and upon which a “user” “selects” an
“area” associated with a prompt to spawn a Reference Object. In one embodiment, the Reference
Object is spawned and inserted into a text entry bar. In some cases, the area associated with the
prompt extends beyond the physically boundaries of a physical display of the prompt. In another
embodiment, the Reference Object is spawned and posted into the message stream without being

inserted into a text entry box.

Reference Object — An object representative of data spawned by a “user” that “selects” an
“area” associated with a prompt. The term “Reference Object” is otherwise undefined, except

that it is associated with the prompt (that may be included in a “First Message”) in some way.

Note that text (or other data constructs, including graphics) can be added into a text entry

bar before or after the Reference Object is spawned and inserted into the text entry bar.

Further Message— a message that is added to a message stream and that includes a
Reference Object, text (or other data constructs, including graphics), and anything else that may

be included in a message.

First Action Object — an optional action which occurs as a result of an area associated
with a prompt (in a First Message, for example) is “selected.” This can be a simple “thank you”,
a counter that records the fact that a selection has been made, or an action that is more complex.
In one exemplary embodiment, the First Action Object includes an image. In another exemplary
embodiment, the First Action Object simply records and stores the identity of the User who made

the selection.
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Display Object — what occurs when [as a result of] an area of the Further Message is
“selected.” This can be a simple “thank you” or an action that is more complex. In one
exemplary embodiment, the Display Object includes an image. In another exemplary
embodiment, the Display Object includes a request for data input where subsequent to said data

being input a series of computational steps occurs.

User — an entity (person, organization, computer, algorithm, etc.) that plays a role in
having a message displayed in a communications channel. The user may not necessarily be the
person that directly caused the message to be displayed, but may have a more indirect influence
on causing the message to be displayed. The user, for example, may not necessarily be a
member of a network or a channel in which messages are posted on the user’s behalf. Thus,
while a user may play some role in a message being posted to a channel, the user may not have
access to that channel, i.e. the user may not be able to see messages in a channel (the user’s

messages or other channel participant’s messages).

Select — Some form of [automated or physical] interaction with a display. Examples

include: click, hover, movement, biometrics, touch sensitivity, voice.

Area — This is an area associated with something that is displayed. The area may be
directly on top of what is displayed, or in a nearby location which is associated with what is

displayed.

A further exemplary embodiment of the present invention is illustrated with regard to the
flowchart diagram of Fig. 14. Generally speaking, Fig. 14 is with regard to one user taking an

action, and the display of another user (or at least another user) being changed as a result.

At step 1402, users are exchanging messages. In one exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, a plurality of users are exchanging messages within a channel. The messages

appear on multiple displays as a message stream.

At step 1404, a prompt is at least partially displayed to Userl (for purposes of this
explanation a plurality of users will be identified as Userl, User2, ...User(n)). The word
“prompt” includes any image or area displayed on a screen which, when Userl responds (or

interacts) thereto (or therewith) by taking a certain action, a subsequent action occurs. In one
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exemplary embodiment, the prompt encourages Userl to “select” the prompt. Such
encouragement can be explicit or implicit. Furthermore, selecting the prompt may entail
selecting an area on the screen associated with the prompt. Thus, for example, if the prompt is an
image, selecting the prompt may entail taking a certain action with regard to that prompt, such as
a click, a hover, touching on a touch sensitive device, etc. Furthermore, the action may occur
directly on the image or at an area adjacent to, nearby, or somehow associated with the image. In
some embodiments the images are displayed, while in other embodiments, portions of the images

or a further image(s) associated with the images is/are displayed.

At step 1406, Userl selects the prompt, and again the selection may entail some sort of

manner of performing interaction with the prompt or an image area associated with the prompt.

At optional step 1408, the fact that Userl has selected the prompt is recorded. Recording
may entail detecting the fact that the prompt has been selected, and by whom (i.e. which user —
in this example, Userl). Recording may alternatively (or in addition) entail use of a tracking
mechanism, such as a cookie. If a cookie is being used, the optional recording step may include
depositing a cookie on a user’s computer or modifying a cookie that has previously been placed
on a user’s computer (or associated with a user’s cloud account). Stated another way, and
without limiting the foregoing description, recording may be accomplished by inserting a First

Action Object.

At optional step 1410, a Reference Object is inserted into a text entry bar. This step
will eventually lead to the creation of a Display Object (see below). In one exemplary
embodiment of the present invention the Reference Object is associated with the user that
spawned it. In other words, examination of the Reference Object will provide information
regarding the user that spawned it. In another exemplary embodiment of the present invention
the Reference Object is associated with the message that spawned it, and includes an association
to additional information that may have been added (through some means such as a data
collection form) by the user. In other words, examination of the Reference Object will provide
information regarding the contents of the message that spawned it. A Reference Object may, in
some embodiments, also be associated with one or more other actions, such as a visual display
(of a coupon, a form, or some other type of image, or in some cases an image, possession of

which provides value for example), an audio output, or the initiation of some other action (such
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as a data collection and transmission, for example). In a further exemplary embodiment, the
Reference Object is not associated with the user that spawned it. In other words, examination of
the Reference Object may not provide identification of the user that spawned it. For clarity, such
as Reference Object may be called an “Orphan” Reference Object. Optional step 1410 may also
include the step of inserting text (or some other data corresponding to visual data or sound) into
the text entry bar. “Text” may also include no data characters (which may be, for example,

blank).

At step 1412, a Further Message is inserted into the message stream. The Further
Message may include a Reference Object (as described with regard to step 1410) and may
include something in addition such as text (or other data constructs, including graphics), and
anything else that may be included in a message. In some cases, nothing else is included in the
message, i.e. the contents are blank If optional step 1410 is performed, the Reference Object (or
more than one Reference Objects may be obtained from the text entry bar. The Further Message
that is displayed in the message stream is displayed to a further user, which for this description

will be referred to as User2.

At optional step 1414, User2 selects an area associated with the Reference Object in the
Further Message.. As previously explained, “select” is accomplished in several different ways.
When the area associated with the Reference Object is selected, the Display Object is triggered,

which may result in a visual display, an audio output, or initiation of another action.

At optional step 1416, if the selected area associated with the Reference Object is a User
Reference Object, the fact that User2 has selected the Reference Object is recorded. There may
be several areas associated with respective Reference Objects and a recording may be made of
the specific one or more Reference Objects that have been selected. Recording, as previously
described, may entail detection and/or some other action such as the use of a cookie in
combination with User2’s computer (or cloud computing, for example), namely providing User2

a cookie or updating a cookie that has already been associated with User?2.
The above steps may be illustrated with several exemplary embodiments.

Figures 15A through 15F are screenshots that illustrate an exemplary embodiment of the

present invention applied to an illustrative theme.
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Fig. 15A illustrates multiple users exchanging messages in a channel. Fig. 15A illustrates
a Reference Object included in Sidiam’s 7:28PM message. The Reference Object references

MovMaven?2 and references MovMaven2’s 7:25PM message.

Fig. 15A illustrates an optional feature, namely the use of an @ symbol (or any other
special symbol or unique character string), that reveals one or more “prompts” as described with
regard to step 1404. In this example, typing an @ symbol and then a movie name, director name
or actor name (for example) reveals one or more prompts. In an exemplary embodiment, a
selected movie may be entered as a Reference Object. Selecting the Reference Object may add

the movie to a watch list, for example.

Referring to Fig. 15B, writing a review for Wild Tales appears as a prompt near the top
of the screen. As previously explained, Userl (Astro 9 in this example) selects an area associated
with the prompt. In one exemplary embodiment, the area associated with the prompt is in the
message stream. In the example illustrated in Fig. 15B, the prompt is a combination of image and
text which is displayed outside of the message stream. The combination of image and text shown

in Fig. 15B is merely exemplary.

Once the prompt has been selected, the (area associated with the prompt) can remain

selectable to other users or may be deactivated (i. e. no longer available to be selected).

In Fig. 15C, the area associated with a prompt has been selected (by Userl — Astro9). A
Reference Object associated with the selection is then automatically inserted in the text entry bar.
This is merely one exemplary embodiment and in this example the Reference Object is a User
Reference Object (i.e. a record will be made that User] made the selection). In another
exemplary embodiment, the Reference Object is inserted directly into the message stream. As
shown, the Reference Object includes an image (“Add Wild Tales to my list” in white text on a
black background). As an optional step, the fact that a user has made the above selection (so that
the Reference Object will be included in a message stream) is recorded. In this example, the fact
that Astro9 made the selection is recorded. As will be explained below with regard to Fig. 15F,
in an optional step, when User2 selects the Reference Object that was inserted into the message

stream, the selection may be recorded as well.
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While these examples use the descriptors “Userl” and “User2”, in exemplary
embodiments actual user names may be hidden from you, either through anonymity or the use of

aliases.

As shown in Fig. 15D, Userl (Astro 9) can optionally enter additional information in the
message entry bar. The additional information may include text, audio, a link, file, etc. The
combination of the text that has been entered into the message entry bar and the Reference
Object may be used to form a Further Message. The additional information may be
linked/associated with the Reference Object. The user can post the combination (Reference
Object + additional information) into the current active channel or optionally switch to another

channel and post in that channel.

In Fig. 15E, the Further Message is inserted into the message stream of the current
channel. In this example, the Reference Object is clickable, although this is exemplary. As
previously described, selection of the Reference Object is accomplished by interaction with an
area on the screen associated with the Reference Object. The Reference Object may be visible in
this example by the image “Add Wild Tales to My List.”. Who made the selection may be
recorded/stored (e.g. with a cookie). Although the Further Message is posted into the current
active channel, the channel may be optionally switched so that the Further Message is posted in

another channel.

Fig. 15E shows the Display Object displayed within the message stream and being
displayed to Astro9 (Userl). However, when the Display Object is inserted in the message
stream, the Display Object may be displayed to another user, such as MovieMan4, as shown in

Fig. 15F.

In Fig. 15F, User2 sees the Reference Object that has been placed into the message
stream by Userl. User2 may then select the Reference Object by selecting an area associated
with the image that corresponds to the Reference Object. Again, the term “selection” may have
several definitions as explained above. In Fig. 15F, selecting of the Reference Object has caused
another action to occur. In Fig. 15F, for example, several actions occur, including display of a
photographic image along with the text “Wild Tales Has been added to your Movie List!” and
the addition of Wild Tales to a movie list. Optionally, the fact that User2 has selected (an area
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associated with) the Reference Object is recorded. “Recording” may be simple detection (which
can be stored), the providing of a cookie, the modification of a cookie, etc. Optionally, the fact
that a (area associated with a) Reference Object that Userl has placed into the message stream
has been selected by another user (in this case User2) is recorded. Optionally, if User2 places the
same Reference Object into the message stream (again), or into another message stream, and if a
further user (a User3) selects the Reference Object, the fact that a (area associated with a)
Reference Object placed into a message stream by Userl has again been selected is recorded,

and/or the fact that a Reference Object placed into a message stream by User 2 is recorded.

Figs. 16A through 16F illustrate a further exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. Fig. 16A through 16F also relates the ability to provide a movie review, but this is

again exemplary.

Fig. 16A again illustrates a User Reference Object inserted into Sidiam’s 7:28PM
message. The use of a specialized symbol or string to reveal several prompts is also illustrated.
Further illustrated is a prompt provided within a message stream (as opposed to, or in addition to
prompts in other places, such as along the top of the screen as illustrated in this example). This
may be a First Message, i.e. a message upon which a “user” “selects” an ‘area” to spawn a
Reference Object. In one embodiment, the Reference Object is spawned and inserted into a text
entry bar. In another embodiment, the Reference Object is spawned and posted into the message

stream without being inserted into the text entry bar.

In Fig. 16B, a user (Userl — Astro9, for example) is being invited (through a prompt) to
provide a review. Again, this figure differs from Fig. 15b in that the invitation (prompt) in Fig.
15b is located outside of the message stream (near the top of the screen for example). In Fig. 16B
the invitation (prompt) is located within the message stream. In Fig. 16B, an image of a bullhorn
is being shown as the invitation (prompt) for a user to provide a review, although this is merely
exemplary. In a further exemplary embodiment the present invention, selecting an area
associated with the prompt that appears in Fig. 16B may initiate the steps for leaving a review.
Thus, in Fig. 16B, Userl (Astro9 for example) selects an area associated with a prompt in the
7:27 message (this is exemplary) in the message stream. Once selected, the prompt can remain

selectable to other users or may be deactivated. This is merely exemplary.
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In Fig. 16C, as a result of Userl selecting an area associated with the prompt in the
second message, a Reference Object associated with the selection is automatically inserted into
the text entry bar (or, for example, inserted after receiving an affirmation to do so). Again this is
merely exemplary as described above with regard to the previous embodiment because in some
exemplary embodiments the Reference Object may be inserted directly into the message stream
(as part of a Further Message) without first being inserted into the text entry bar. Furthermore, in
another exemplary embodiment of the present invention, the optional step is taken of recording

the fact that Astro9 has responded to (interacted with) a prompt.

As shown in Fig. 16D, Userl has the option of entering further data in a text entry bar
which may be, for example, text, audio, only, file, etc. The further data may be placed into the
message entry bar. Again, as explained with regards to the previous exemplary embodiment, the
combination of the Reference Object and the further data forms a Further Message that may then

be inserted into the current active channel or into another channel.

As shown in Fig. 16E, the Further Message is placed in the message stream of the current
channel (or optionally in the message stream of another channel). The Further Message includes
a Reference Object, text (or other data constructs, including graphics), and anything else that

may be included in a message.

In Fig. 16F, the screen of User2 (MovieMan4), is displayed. As shown in Fig. 16F,
MovieMan4 is able to select the (area associated with the) Reference Object. In the exemplary
embodiment, selection of the Reference Object causes one or more further actions to occur,
namely 1) a further image to be displayed (e.g. the image that appears in Fig. 16F which is a
combination of a photo and text); and 2) Wild Tales has been added to User2’s movie list. The
image that is shown in Fig. 16F is merely exemplary. In a further optional step, the fact that
MovieMan4 has selected the Reference Object may be recorded, either through simple detection,

or with the use of a cookie (for example).

Fig. 17A through Fig. 17H are screenshots that illustrate a further exemplary embodiment

of the present invention.

In Fig. 17A, a First Message is a message upon which a “user” “selects” an “area”

associated with a prompt to spawn a Reference Object. In one embodiment, the Reference
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Object is spawned and inserted into a text entry bar. In another embodiment, the
Reference Object is spawned and inserted into a text entry bar. In another embodiment, the
Reference Object is spawned and posted into the message stream without being inserted into the
text entry bar. In this example the First Message can be a message in a chat stream or an
image/text appearing elsewhere on a display. Also in this example, the user does not have the

ability to view messages in the message stream, although this is merely exemplary.

In Fig. 17B, in this example, Userl (Astro9 in this example) selects an area relating to a
prompt in a chat stream. Once selected, the area relating to (or associated with) the prompt can

remain selectable to other users or be deactivated (no longer selectable).

In Fig. 17C, in this example, as a result of the area associated with the prompt being
selected, a First Action Object is displayed. This can be a simple “thank you,” a counter that
records the fact that a selection has been made, or an action that is more complex. In the
exemplary embodiment show in this Fig. 17C, the First Action Object includes an image and a
data input box along with two buttons that either save the input data or cancel and close the First
Display Object. In either case, user information associated with the User that made the selection
is recorded. If the input data is saved then the First Action Object is closed and a Reference

Object is inserted in the text entry bar.

In Fig. 17D, in this example, the data is entered into the data input box of the First Action
Object.

In Fig. 17E, in this example, the Reference Object associated with the selection (which in
this case includes data saved in the associated First Action Object) is automatically inserted in

the text entry bar. Information about who made the selection described above is recorded/stored.

In Fig. 17F, in this example, Userl enters Text into text entry bar. The text is linked/
associated to Reference Object. The user can post the combination (Reference Object + text) into
the current active channel or optionally switch to another channel and post in that channel.
“Text” means text and/or some other data corresponding to visual data or sound or may also

include no data characters (which may be, for example, blank.
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In Fig. 17G, in this example, A Further Message is added to the active message stream
(or optionally, to a different channel /message stream). A Further Message is a message that is
added to a message stream and that includes a Reference Object, Text (or other data constructs,

including graphics), and anything else that may be included in a message).

In Fig. 17H User(n) (or in this example User2) is MovieMan4. The fact that User2
selected an area associated with the Reference Object is recorded (through various methods
exemplified above). User1’s contribution, i.e. the fact that User2 is selecting a Reference Object
placed in the message stream by Userl, may also be recorded. Subsequent user selection of the
Reference Object (i.e. by any User(n)) may also be recorded, optionally along with the Userl’s
and/or User2’s contribution i.e. the insertion and/or selection of the Reference Object in the

message stream.

Figs. 18A — 18G are screen shots that illustrate a further exemplary embodiment of the

present invention.

9% ¢

In Fig. 18A, the First Message is a message upon which a “user” “selects” and “area”
associated with a prompt to spawn a Reference object. In one embodiment, the Reference Object
is spawned and inserted into a text entry box. In another embodiment, the Reference Object is
spawned and posted into the message stream without being inserted into the text entry bar. First

Message can be a message in a chat stream or an image/text appearing elsewhere on a display.

In Fig. 18B, In this example, userl (“Astro9 in this example) selects an area associated
with a prompt. Once the area associated with the prompt is selected, the area associated with the

prompt can remain selectable to other users or be deactivated (no longer selectable).

In Fig. 18C, as a result of an area associated with the prompt being selected, a First
Action Object is displayed. This can be a simple “thank you”, a counter that records the fact that
selection has been made, or an action that is more complex. In the exemplary embodiment
shown in this Figure, the First Action Object includes an image and a data input box along with
two buttons that either Accept the input data or Cancel and close the First Action Object. In

either case, user information associated with the User that made the selection is recorded. If the
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input data is Accepted then the display object is closed and a Reference Object is inserted in the
text entry bar.

In Fig. 18D, in this example, Userl interacts with the First Action Object.

In Fig. 18E, a Reference Object associated with the selection of the prompt is
automatically inserted in the text entry bar. Information may be stored, recorded regarding who

made the selection as described above.

In Fig. 18F, in this example, Userl enters Text into the text entry bar. The text is
linked/associated to the Reference Object. The user can post the combination (Reference Object
+ text) into the current active channel or optionally switch to another channel and post in that
channel. “Text” means text and/or some other data corresponding to visual data or sound or may

also include no data characters (which may be, for example, blank).

In Fig. 18G, a Further Message is added to the active message stream (or optionally, to a
different channel/message stream). A Further Message is a message that is added to a message
stream and that includes a Reference Object, text (or other data constructs, including graphics),

ad anything else that may be included in a message.

In Fig. 18H, User(n) is MovieMan4 in this example. Information is recorded/stored
regarding any user (and/or inserts or modifies a cookie on the user channel /message stream). In
this example the movie “Wild Tales” would be added to the User(n)’s movie list. The fact that
Userl posted a message along with a specific Reference Object would be recorded, along with
information regarding who subsequently selected an area corresponding to the Reference Object.
For example, what would be recorded is that user Astro9 wrote a review and that subsequent

users, in response to the review, added the reviewed movie to their Movie List.

Figs. 19A — 19F are screenshots that illustrate a further exemplary embodiment of the

present invention.

LPINN43

In Fig. 19A, a First Message is a message upon which a “user” “selects” an “area”
associated with a prompt to spawn a Reference Object. In one exemplary embodiment, the

Reference Object is spawned and inserted into a text entry bar. In another embodiment, the
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Reference Object is spawned and posted into the message stream without being inserted into a
text entry bar. A First Message can be a message in a chat stream or an image/text appearing

elsewhere on a display.

In Fig. 19B, a prompt can be included in a message in a chat stream or included in an
image/text on a display appearing on a screen such as from a dropdown menu as shown in this

Figure.

In Fig. 19C, in this example, Userl (Astro9) selects “Wild Tales” from a drop down
menu. A Reference Object associated with selection is automatically inserted in the text entry
bar. Information about who made the selection described above is recorded (a cookie may

alternatively or in addition be modified.)

In Fig. 19D, in this example, Userl enters Text into a text entry bar. The text is
linked/associated to a Reference Object. The user can post the combination (Reference Object +
Text) into the current active channel or optionally switch to another channel and post in that
channel. “Text” means text and/or some other data corresponding to visual data or sound or may

also include no data characters (which may be, for example, blank.

In Fig. 19E, a message along with an associated Reference Object is inserted/added into a
message stream in a current channel (or optionally if so desired in different channel).
Information about who made the selection described is recorded (and/or a cookie is modified as

explained above).

In Fig. 19F, a screen of a User(n) MovieMan4 is shown. Information about any User(n)
who subsequently clicks on an area associated with the Reference Object is
stored/recorded(and/or a cookie is inserted or modified as explained above). A further action may
be triggered as a result of the selection. In this example the movie “Wild Tales” is added to the
User(n) Movie List. The fact that Userl posted a message along with a specific Reference
Object would be recorded (and would be attributed to Userl -- and to Users(n) if re-referenced)
which users subsequently selected an area related to the combined Reference Object and
Message combination. For example, it would be recorded that Astro9 wrote a review and that

subsequent users, in response to the review, added the reviewed movie to their Movie List.
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A further exemplary embodiment of present invention is illustrated with the screenshots
that appear in Fig. 20A to Fig. 20E. The example shown in these figures relates to a petition, and
again this is merely exemplary. As shown in Fig. 20A, a prompt is included in the screen in the
upper right-hand corner which invites User2 to sign a petition. While the prompt is shown in Fig.
20A outside of the message stream, in an alternative embodiment of the present invention, the
prompt may occur within the message stream. Furthermore, in Fig. 20A, the second message
appearing in the message stream invites other users to sign a petition. Note again the optional
bullhorn (prompt) that appears with the 12:25PM message. Clicking (or other forms of selection)
of the optional bullhorn(prompt), or an area associated with the optional bullhorn (for example),
may also result in initiation of a petition signing process. The initiation of the petition signing
process in this example is the insertion of a Reference Object into the text entry bar. As
explained below, the Reference Object may be accompanied in the text entry bar with additional
data (i.e. text), such as an endorsement or comment. The Reference Object and additional data
(and further information such as, for example, the username, time stamp, an avatar of the user
that spawned the Reference Object, etc.) then forms a Further Message. Selection of an area
associated with the Reference Object in the Further Message results in the Display Object, which
in this example is the display of a petition. In an exemplary embodiment, the petition is displayed
with the signature of the user that spawned the Reference Object prefilled. Furthermore, while a
bullhorn is shown, this is merely exemplary. In a further exemplary embodiment, clicking (or
otherwise selecting) other portions of the message may result in a petition signing process being

initiated.

In Fig. 20B, as a result of Userl selecting an area (prompt) associated with the initiation
of the petition process, a Reference Object associated with the selection is automatically inserted
into the text entry bar. This, again, is merely exemplary because in an alternative embodiment,
the Reference Object is automatically inserted into the message stream. Optionally, in a further
embodiment, a record is made that Userl has initiated the petition process, and such a record

may be as a result of detection that User 1 has initiated the petition process, a cookie, etc.

In Fig. 20C, Userl has optionally entered additional data (endorsement or commentary,

for example) into the message entry bar. Again, while text is shown, this is merely exemplary.

37

Petitioners
Exh-1013, p. 056



10

15

20

25

Attorney Docket No. W1186/20008

In Fig. 20D, the display object is inserted into the message stream of the current channel

(or optionally to the message stream of a different channel).

In Fig. 20E, User2 selects an area associated with the Reference Object. As a result of the
selection by User2, one or more further actions occur. In the example shown in Fig. 20E, the
further action is the display of text entry fields (a petition, for example), although the further
action may be some other action (or multiple actions) such as the display of text, the
reproduction of sound, etc. In a further exemplary embodiment, information about who made the
selection that caused the further action to occur may be stored. The storing of that information
may be the result of the further user’s actions being detected. The detection may be optionally

accomplished by the use of a cookie. Storage may take place in a cloud server, for example.

In a further exemplary embodiment, Fig. 20E illustrates two Reference Objects, one of
which may be an Orphan Reference Object. “MarcCohen 12/08/17 12:06” is a Reference Object,
because the Reference Object is associated with user MarcCohen. Reference Object “Petition”
may be an example of an Orphan Reference Object because it’s selection causes a further action

to occur (display of a petition form, in this example) without being associated with a user.

In a further exemplary embodiment, Fig. 20E illustrates a first User Reference Object and
a second User Reference Object. “MarcCohen 12/08/17 12:06” is the first User Reference Object
- the Reference Object is associated with user MarcCohen. In this example, A second Reference
Object “Petition is also a User Reference Object because it’s selection causes a Display Object to
occur (display of a petition form, in this example) while also being associated with ErikKatz.
Thus, in this embodiment, the fact that a Reference Object associated with ErikKatz has been

selected is recorded.

Figure 21 is a screenshot that illustrates a further exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. First Message can be a message in a chat stream or an image/text appearing elsewhere
on a display. In this example, a Reference Object is spawned as a result of Userl selecting an
image (First Message) from a popup menu that appears as a result of the User selecting an icon

that appears in the text entry bar.
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Fig. 22 is a screenshot that illustrates an exemplary user interface for creating and
defining certain rules relating to various messages, images or displays, such as some of the

messages described above in the previous figures.

The above explanation has included exemplary embodiments to permit a message to
reference other data. These embodiments have relied on the use of technology to achieve
advantages that are not obtained by the prior art. In particular, by enabling a user to interact with
a display, the user is able to select objects or areas on the screen in order to create messages that
reference other data, such as other messages. By providing for the ability to select objects and/or
areas on a display screen, not only can additional information (such as messages or message
portions) be viewed, but other forms of data can be viewed as well. Several of these exemplary
embodiments allow (for example) one message (or portion thereof) to be viewed without
scrolling up or down from another message to be viewed. The ability to view a first message (or
other data) while a second message is in an area of a display that was being viewed allows
efficient operation of a computing device without manual searching for the first message. This
improvement to the technology of computer devices conveys other benefits as well. For example,
the ability to insert the reference object into the text entry box through a single click (or with
fewer operations than with other methods) enables information associated with a message to be
easily available (i.e. displayable) by reference to another message. Also, for example, the ability
to include multiple references to other messages in a single message facilitates commenting and
referencing more than one message at the same time without tedious specification and

description of more than one message.

In an exemplary embodiment of the present invention a computer system may be
included and/or operated within which a set of instructions, for causing the machine to perform
any one or more of the methodologies discussed herein, may be executed. In alternative
embodiments, the machine may be connected (e.g., networked) to other machines in a local area
network (LAN), an intranet, an extranet, or the Internet. The machine may operate in the
capacity of a server or a client machine in a client-server network environment, or as a peer
machine in a peer-to-peer (or distributed) network environment. The machine may be a personal
computer (PC), a tablet PC, a set-top box (STB), a personal digital assistant (PDA), a cellular

telephone, a web appliance, a server, a network router, switch or bridge, or any machine capable
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of executing a set of instructions (sequential or otherwise) that specify actions to be taken by that
machine. Further, while only a single machine is illustrated, the term “machine” shall also be
taken to include any collection of machines that individually or jointly execute a set (or multiple

sets) of instructions to perform any one or more of the methodologies discussed herein.

The exemplary computer system includes a processing device, a main memory (e.g.,
read-only memory (ROM), flash memory, dynamic random access memory (DRAM) (such as
synchronous DRAM (SDRAM) or Rambus DRAM (RDRAM), etc.), a static memory (e.g., flash
memory, static random access memory (SRAM), etc.), and a data storage device, which

communicate with each other via a bus.

Processing device represents one or more general-purpose processing devices such as a
microprocessor, central processing unit, or the like. More particularly, the processing device
may be complex instruction set computing (CISC) microprocessor, reduced instruction set
computer (RISC) microprocessor, very long instruction word (VLIW) microprocessor, or
processor implementing other instruction sets, or processors implementing a combination of
instruction sets. Processing device may also be one or more special-purpose processing devices
such as an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA), a digital signal processor (DSP), network processor, or the like. Processing device is
configured to execute listings manager logic for performing the operations and steps discussed

herein.

Computer system may further include a network interface device. Computer system also
may include a video display unit (e.g., a liquid crystal display (LCD) or a cathode ray tube
(CRT)), an alphanumeric input device (e.g., a keyboard), a cursor control device (e.g., a mouse),

and a signal generation device (e.g., a speaker).

Data storage device may include a machine-readable storage medium (or more
specifically a computer-readable storage medium) having one or more sets of instructions (e.g.,
reference generation module) embodying any one or more of the methodologies of functions
described herein. The reference generation module may also reside, completely or at least
partially, within main memory and/or within processing device during execution thereof by

computer system; main memory and processing device also constituting machine-readable
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storage media. The reference generation module may further be transmitted or received over a

network via network interface device.

Machine-readable storage medium may also be used to store the device queue manager
logic persistently. While a non-transitory machine-readable storage medium is shown in an
exemplary embodiment to be a single medium, the term “machine-readable storage medium”
should be taken to include a single medium or multiple media (e.g., a centralized or distributed
database, and/or associated caches and servers) that store the one or more sets of instructions.
The term “machine-readable storage medium” shall also be taken to include any medium that is
capable of storing or encoding a set of instruction for execution by the machine and that causes
the machine to perform any one or more of the methodologies of the present invention. The term
“machine-readable storage medium” shall accordingly be taken to include, but not be limited to,

solid-state memories, and optical and magnetic media.

The components and other features described herein can be implemented as discrete
hardware components or integrated in the functionality of hardware components such as ASICs,
FPGAs, DSPs or similar devices. In addition, these components can be implemented as firmware
or functional circuitry within hardware devices. Further, these components can be implemented

in any combination of hardware devices and software components.

Some portions of the detailed descriptions are presented in terms of algorithms and
symbolic representations of operations on data bits within a computer memory. These
algorithmic descriptions and representations are the means used by those skilled in the data
processing arts to most effectively convey the substance of their work to others skilled in the art.
An algorithm is here, and generally, conceived to be a self-consistent sequence of steps leading
to a desired result. The steps are those requiring physical manipulations of physical quantities.
Usually, though not necessarily, these quantities take the form of electrical or magnetic signals
capable of being stored, transferred, combined, compared, and otherwise manipulated. It has
proven convenient at times, principally for reasons of common usage, to refer to these signals as

bits, values, elements, symbols, characters, terms, numbers, or the like.

In the aforementioned description, numerous details are set forth. It will be apparent,

however, to one skilled in the art, that the disclosure may be practiced without these specific
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details. In some instances, well-known structures and devices are shown in block diagram form,

rather than in detail, in order to avoid obscuring the disclosure.

The disclosure is related to an apparatus for performing the operations herein. This
apparatus may be specially constructed for the required purposes or it may comprise a general
purpose computing device selectively activated or reconfigured by a computer program stored
therein. Such a computer program may be stored in a non-transitory computer readable storage
medium, such as, but not limited to, any type of disk including floppy disks, optical disks, CD-
ROMs and magnetic-optical disks, read-only memories (ROMs), random access memories
(RAMs), EPROMs, EEPROMs, magnetic or optical cards, flash memory devices including
universal serial bus (USB) storage devices (e.g., USB key devices) or any type of media suitable

for storing electronic instructions, each of which may be coupled to a computer system bus.

Whereas many alterations and modifications of the disclosure will no doubt become
apparent to a person of ordinary skill in the art after having read the foregoing description, it is to
be understood that any particular implementation shown and described by way of illustration is
in no way intended to be considered limiting. Therefore, references to details of various
implementations are not intended to limit the scope of the claims, which in themselves recite

only those features regarded as the disclosure.
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CLAIMS:
1. Apparatus for providing display of exchanged messages, said apparatus comprising;

a memory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of users exchanging said

messages;
at least one processor for:

allowing said plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a

plurality of displays as a message stream;

allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on said

display;
allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said one of

said users responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;
creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;

inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is displayed
to another of said users on another of said displays, wherein said message

includes a reference object associated with said prompt, and

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of said

displays associated with said reference object.

2. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said message is inserted into a text entry bar

before said message is inserted into said message stream.

3. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said processor is further for recording another of
said user identifiers associated with said another of said users responsive to said another of

said users selecting said area.

4. Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein an object is displayed to said another of said

users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being selected.
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5.

6.

7.

Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said reference object is associated with said one

of said users.

A method for providing display of exchanged messages, said method comprising the steps
of:

allowing a plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a plurality

of displays as a message stream;

allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on said

display;
allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said one of

said users responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;
creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;

inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is displayed
to another of said users on another of said displays, wherein said message

includes a reference object associated with said prompt, and

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of said

displays associated with said reference object.

A method according to claim 6, wherein said message is inserted into a text entry bar

before said message is inserted into said message stream.

A method according to claim 6, wherein said processor is further for recording another of
said user identifiers associated with said another of said users responsive to said another of

said users selecting said area.

A method according to claim 6, wherein an object is displayed to said another of said

users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being selected.
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10. A method according to claim 6, wherein said reference object is associated with said one

of said users.
11. Apparatus for providing display of exchanged messages, said apparatus comprising;

a memory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of users exchanging said

messages;
at least one processor for:

allowing said plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a

plurality of displays as a message stream;

allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on said

display;
allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;
creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;

inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is displayed
to another of said users on another of said displays, wherein said message

includes a reference object associated with said prompt, and

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of said

displays associated with said reference object; and

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said another
of said users responsive to said another of said users selecting said area associated

with said reference object.

12. Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said message is inserted into a text entry bar

before said message is inserted into said message stream.

13. Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said processor is further for recording another
of said user identifiers associated with said one of said users responsive to said of said

users selecting said prompt.
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14. Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein an object is displayed to said another of said

users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being selected.

15. Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said reference object is associated with said one

of said users.
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ABSTRACT

A method for providing display of exchanged messages, the method comprises the steps
of: allowing a plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a plurality of
displays as a message stream; allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of
the users on the display; allowing the one of the users to select the prompt; recording in
the memory one of the user identifiers associated with the one of the users responsive to
the one of the users selecting the prompt; creating a message responsive to the one of the
users selecting the prompt; inserting the message into the message stream so that the
message is displayed to another of the users on another of the displays, wherein the
message includes a reference object associated with the prompt, and allowing the another
of the users to select an area on the another of the displays associated with the reference

object.
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PATENT APPLICATION FEE DETERMINATION RECORD Application or Docket Number
Substitute for Form PTO-875 15/858,696
APPLICATION AS FILED - PART | OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
FOR NUMBER FILED NUMBER EXTRA RATE($) FEE($) RATE($) FEE($)
BASIC FEE
(37 CFR 1.16(a), (b), or (c)) N/A N/A N/A 75 N/A
SEARCH FEE
(a7 CFR 11600, ), o (m) N/A N/A N/A 330 N/A
EXAMINATION FEE
O EE N/A N/A N/A 380 N/A
TOTAL CLAIMS ]
(37 CFR 1.16()) 15 minus 20= x 50 - 0.00 OR
INDEPENDENT CLAIMS *
(37 CFR 1.16(h)) 3 minus 3 = x 230 = 0.00
If the specification and drawings exceed 100
APPLICATION SIZE | sheets of paper, the application size fee due is
FEE $310 ($155 for small entity) for each additional 0.00
(37 CFR 1.16(s)) 50 sheets or fraction thereof. See 35 U.S.C.
41(a)(1)(G) and 37 CFR 1.16(s).
MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM PRESENT (37 CFR 1.16(j)) 0.00
* |f the difference in column 1 is less than zero, enter "0” in column 2. TOTAL 785 TOTAL
APPLICATION AS AMENDED - PART I
OTHER THAN
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3) SMALL ENTITY OR SMALL ENTITY
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
< AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(®) FEE($) RATE(S) FEE($)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
LU Total . i - =
=S (37 CF(:H 16(7)) Minus x = OR =
% Independent * Minus | *** =
& (37 CFR 1.16(h) X = OR -
<§: Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CGFR 1.16(j)) OR
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
(Column 1) (Column 2) (Column 3)
CLAIMS HIGHEST
REMAINING NUMBER PRESENT ADDITIONAL ADDITIONAL
m AFTER PREVIOUSLY EXTRA RATE(S) FEE(S) RATE(S) FEE(S)
E AMENDMENT PAID FOR
L Total * Minus | ** = X -
= (37 CF?H.IB(H) OR -
% Independent * Minus | *** = M _ OR _
w (37 CFR 1.16(h)) = =
<§( Application Size Fee (37 CFR 1.16(s))
OR
FIRST PRESENTATION OF MULTIPLE DEPENDENT CLAIM (37 CGFR 1.16(j))
TOTAL OR TOTAL
ADD'L FEE ADD'L FEE
* If the entry in column 1 is less than the entry in column 2, write "0" in column 3.
** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 20, enter "20".
*** |f the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN THIS SPACE is less than 3, enter "3".
The "Highest Number Previously Paid For" (Total or Independent) is the highest found in the appropriate box in column 1.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov’

APPLICATION FILING or GRP ART
NUMBER I 371(c) DATE UNIT I FIL FEE RECD I ATTY.DOCKET.NO ITOT CLAIMSI IND CLAIMSl
15/858,696 12/29/2017 2649 730 W1186/20008 15 3
CONFIRMATION NO. 7315
3000 FILING RECEIPT

7 Penn Genter, 13th Floor OO LA A

1635 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212

Date Mailed: 01/26/2018

Receipt is acknowledged of this non-provisional patent application. The application will be taken up for examination
in due course. Applicant will be notified as to the results of the examination. Any correspondence concerning the
application must include the following identification information: the U.S. APPLICATION NUMBER, FILING DATE,
NAME OF APPLICANT, and TITLE OF INVENTION. Fees transmitted by check or draft are subject to collection.
Please verify the accuracy of the data presented on this receipt. If an error is noted on this Filing Receipt, please
submit a written request for a Filing Receipt Correction. Please provide a copy of this Filing Receipt with the
changes noted thereon. If you received a "Notice to File Missing Parts" for this application, please submit
any corrections to this Filing Receipt with your reply to the Notice. When the USPTO processes the reply
to the Notice, the USPTO will generate another Filing Receipt incorporating the requested corrections

Inventor(s)

Marc A. COHEN, Blue Bell, PA;
Applicant(s)

Wrinkl, Inc., Sands Point, NY;

Power of Attorney: The patent practitioners associated with Customer Number 03000

Domestic Priority data as claimed by applicant
This application is a CIP of 15/431,077 02/13/2017 PAT 9860198
which claims benefit of 62/446,067 01/13/2017
This application 15/858,696
claims benefit of 62/518,905 06/13/2017

Foreign Applications for which priority is claimed (You may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at the USPTO. Please see http://www.uspto.gov for more information.) - None.

Foreign application information must be provided in an Application Data Sheet in order to constitute a claim to
foreign priority. See 37 CFR 1.55 and 1.76.

Permission to Access Application via Priority Document Exchange: Yes
Permission to Access Search Results: Yes

Applicant may provide or rescind an authorization for access using Form PTO/SB/39 or Form PTO/SB/69 as
appropriate.

If Required, Foreign Filing License Granted: 01/24/2018
page 1 of 3
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The country code and number of your priority application, to be used for filing abroad under the Paris Convention,
is US 15/858,696

Projected Publication Date: 07/19/2018
Non-Publication Request: No

Early Publication Request: No
** SMALL ENTITY **
Title

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT
Preliminary Class

455
Statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78 for AlA (First Inventor to File) Transition Applications: No

PROTECTING YOUR INVENTION OUTSIDE THE UNITED STATES

Since the rights granted by a U.S. patent extend only throughout the territory of the United States and have no
effect in a foreign country, an inventor who wishes patent protection in another country must apply for a patent
in a specific country or in regional patent offices. Applicants may wish to consider the filing of an international
application under the Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT). An international (PCT) application generally has the same
effect as a regular national patent application in each PCT-member country. The PCT process simplifies the filing
of patent applications on the same invention in member countries, but does not result in a grant of "an international
patent" and does not eliminate the need of applicants to file additional documents and fees in countries where patent
protection is desired.

Almost every country has its own patent law, and a person desiring a patent in a particular country must make an
application for patent in that country in accordance with its particular laws. Since the laws of many countries differ
in various respects from the patent law of the United States, applicants are advised to seek guidance from specific
foreign countries to ensure that patent rights are not lost prematurely.

Applicants also are advised that in the case of inventions made in the United States, the Director of the USPTO must
issue a license before applicants can apply for a patent in a foreign country. The filing of a U.S. patent application
serves as a request for a foreign filing license. The application's filing receipt contains further information and
guidance as to the status of applicant's license for foreign filing.

Applicants may wish to consult the USPTO booklet, "General Information Concerning Patents” (specifically, the
section entitled "Treaties and Foreign Patents") for more information on timeframes and deadlines for filing foreign
patent applications. The guide is available either by contacting the USPTO Contact Center at 800-786-9199, or it
can be viewed on the USPTO website at http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/doc/general/index.html.

For information on preventing theft of your intellectual property (patents, trademarks and copyrights), you may wish
to consult the U.S. Government website, http://www.stopfakes.gov. Part of a Department of Commerce initiative,
this website includes self-help "toolkits" giving innovators guidance on how to protect intellectual property in specific
countries such as China, Korea and Mexico. For questions regarding patent enforcement issues, applicants may
call the U.S. Government hotline at 1-866-999-HALT (1-866-999-4258).
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LICENSE FOR FOREIGN FILING UNDER
Title 35, United States Code, Section 184

Title 37, Code of Federal Regulations, 5.11 & 5.15
GRANTED

The applicant has been granted a license under 35 U.S.C. 184, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" followed by a date appears on this form. Such licenses are issued in all applications where
the conditions for issuance of a license have been met, regardless of whether or not a license may be required as
set forth in 37 CFR 5.15. The scope and limitations of this license are set forth in 37 CFR 5.15(a) unless an earlier
license has been issued under 37 CFR 5.15(b). The license is subject to revocation upon written notification. The
date indicated is the effective date of the license, unless an earlier license of similar scope has been granted under
37 CFR 5.13 or 5.14.

This license is to be retained by the licensee and may be used at any time on or after the effective date thereof unless
it is revoked. This license is automatically transferred to any related applications(s) filed under 37 CFR 1.53(d). This
license is not retroactive.

The grant of a license does not in any way lessen the responsibility of a licensee for the security of the subject matter
as imposed by any Government contract or the provisions of existing laws relating to espionage and the national
security or the export of technical data. Licensees should apprise themselves of current regulations especially with
respect to certain countries, of other agencies, particularly the Office of Defense Trade Controls, Department of
State (with respect to Arms, Munitions and Implements of War (22 CFR 121-128)); the Bureau of Industry and
Security, Department of Commerce (15 CFR parts 730-774); the Office of Foreign AssetsControl, Department of
Treasury (31 CFR Parts 500+) and the Department of Energy.

NOT GRANTED

No license under 35 U.S.C. 184 has been granted at this time, if the phrase "IF REQUIRED, FOREIGN FILING
LICENSE GRANTED" DOES NOT appear on this form. Applicant may still petition for a license under 37 CFR 5.12,
if a license is desired before the expiration of 6 months from the filing date of the application. If 6 months has lapsed
from the filing date of this application and the licensee has not received any indication of a secrecy order under 35
U.S.C. 181, the licensee may foreign file the application pursuant to 37 CFR 5.15(b).

SelectUSA

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location for
business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The U.S. offers tremendous resources
and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation works to
promote and facilitate business investment. SelectUSA provides information assistance to the international investor
community; serves as an ombudsman for existing and potential investors; advocates on behalf of U.S. cities, states,
and regions competing for global investment; and counsels U.S. economic development organizations on investment
attraction best practices. To learn more about why the United States is the best country in the world to develop
technology, manufacture products, deliver services, and grow your business, visit http:/www.SelectUSA.gov or call
+1-202-482-6800.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

CAESAR RIVISE, PC

Commissioner for Patents
United States Patent and Trademark Office

E P.O. Box 1450
A ﬂ R Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

www.uspto.gov

7 Penn Center, 12th Floor FEB 02 208

1635 Market Street -

Philadelphia PA 19103-2212 OFFICE OF PETITIONS

Doc Code: TRACK1.GRANT
Decision Granting Request for
Prioritized Examination Application No.: 15/858,696
(Track | or After RCE)
1. THE REQUEST FILED ____December 29, 2017 IS GRANTED.

The above-identified application has met the requirements for prioritized examination

A for an original nonprovisional application (Track I).
B. [ for an application undergoing continued examination (RCE).
2, The above-identified application will undergo prioritized examination. The application will be

accorded special status throughout its entire course of prosecution until one of the following occurs:

A filing a petition for extension of time to extend the time period for filing a reply;
B. filing an amendment to amend the application to contain more than four independent

claims, more than thirty total claims, or a multiple dependent claim;

filing a request for continued examination;
filing a notice of appeal,

filing a request for suspension of action;
mailing of a notice of allowance;

mailing of a final Office action;

I oGmmOoo

completion of examination as defined in 37 CFR 41.102; or

abandonment of the application.

Telephone inquiries with regard to this decision should be directed to Brian W. Brown at 571-272-5338.

/Brian W. Brown/ Petitions Examiner, Office of Petitions
[Signature] (Title)

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTO-2298 (Rev. 02-2012)

Petitioners

Exh-1013, p. 142



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. |  CONFIRMATION NO. |
15/858,696 12/29/2017 Marc A. COHEN W1186/20008 7315
3000 7590 03/22/2018
EXAMINER
CAESAR RIVISE, PC | |
7 Penn Center, 12th Floor CHOL DAVID E
1635 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212 | ART UNIT | PAPER NUMBER |
2174
| NOTIFICATION DATE | DELIVERY MODE |
03/22/2018 ELECTRONIC

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding.
The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication.
Notice of the Office communication was sent electronically on above-indicated "Notification Date" to the

following e-mail address(es):

patents@crbep.com

PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07)
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Application No. Applicant(s)
15/858,696 COHEN, MARC A.

Office Action Summary Examiner Art Unit AA (First Inventor to File)
DAVID CHOI 2174 f(‘gtsus

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address --
Period for Reply

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF
THIS COMMUNICATION.

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication.
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b).

Status
1)X Responsive to communication(s) filed on 12/29/2017.
[ A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filedon .
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)[X] This action is non-final.
3)[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on
; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.
4)[] Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Claims*
5[ Claim(s) 1-15is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) ___is/are withdrawn from consideration.
6)[1 Claim(s) is/are allowed.
7)X Claim(s) 1-15is/are rejected.
8)[] Claim(s) ____is/are objected to.
9] Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a
participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
hitn /raww. usplo.gov/patents/init_events/pph/indax.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHieedback@uspto.qov.

Application Papers
10)[]] The specification is objected to by the Examiner.
11)X] The drawing(s) filed on 12/29/2017 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d).

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119
12)[C] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:
a)[J Al b)[J Some** ¢)[] None of the:
1. Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s)
1) & Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 3) |:| Interview Summary (PTO-413)
. . Paper No(s)/Mail Date.
2) IZ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b) 4 |:| Other-
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 12/29/2017. ) ther
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180319

Petitioners
Exh-1013, p. 144



Application/Control Number: 15/858,696 Page 2

Art Unit: 2174

DETAILED ACTION
1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined

under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
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Application/Control Number: 15/858,696 Page 3

Art Unit: 2174

2. This action is responsive to the following communication: Original claims filed
12/29/2017. This action is made non-final.
3. Claims 1-15 are pending in the case. Claims 1, 6 and 11 are independent

claims.

Double Patenting
4, The nonstatutory double patenting rejection is based on a judicially created
doctrine grounded in public policy (a policy reflected in the statute) so as to prevent the
unjustified or improper timewise extension of the “right to exclude” granted by a patent
and to prevent possible harassment by multiple assignees. A nonstatutory double
patenting rejection is appropriate where the conflicting claims are not identical, but at
least one examined application claim is not patentably distinct from the reference
claim(s) because the examined application claim is either anticipated by, or would have
been obvious over, the reference claim(s). See, e.g., In re Berg, 140 F.3d 1428, 46
USPQ2d 1226 (Fed. Cir. 1998); In re Goodman, 11 F.3d 1046, 29 USPQ2d 2010 (Fed.
Cir. 1993); In re Longi, 759 F.2d 887, 225 USPQ 645 (Fed. Cir. 1985); In re Van Ornum,
686 F.2d 937, 214 USPQ 761 (CCPA 1982); In re Vogel, 422 F.2d 438, 164 USPQ 619
(CCPA 1970); In re Thorington, 418 F.2d 528, 163 USPQ 644 (CCPA 1969).
A timely filed terminal disclaimer in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(c) or 1.321(d) may
be used to overcome an actual or provisional rejection based on nonstatutory double
patenting provided the reference application or patent either is shown to be commonly

owned with the examined application, or claims an invention made as a result of
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Application/Control Number: 15/858,696 Page 4

Art Unit: 2174

activities undertaken within the scope of a joint research agreement. See MPEP §
717.02 for applications subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions
of the AIA as explained in MPEP § 2159. See MPEP §§ 706.02(1)(1) - 706.02(1)(3) for
applications not subject to examination under the first inventor to file provisions of the
AlA. A terminal disclaimer must be signed in compliance with 37 CFR 1.321(b).

The USPTO Internet website contains terminal disclaimer forms which may be used.
Please visit www.uspto.gov/patent/patents-forms. The filing date of the application in
which the form is filed determines what form (e.g., PTO/SB/25, PTO/SB/26,
PTO/AIA/25, or PTO/AIA/26) should be used. A web-based eTerminal Disclaimer may
be filled out completely online using web-screens. An eTerminal Disclaimer that meets
all requirements is auto-processed and approved immediately upon submission. For
more information about eTerminal Disclaimers, refer to
www.uspto.gov/patents/process/file/efs/guidance/eTD-info-1.jsp.

5. Claims 1-15 are rejected on the ground of nonstatutory double patenting as being
unpatentable over claims 1-24 of U.S. Patent No. 9860198. Although the claims at issue
are not identical, they are not patentably distinct from each other because the claims
are substantially similar to each other and would have considered obvious to one of

ordinary skill.

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103
6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action:
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Art Unit: 2174

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that
the claimed invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102
of this title, if the differences between the claimed invention and the prior
art are such that the claimed invention as a whole would have been
obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a person
having ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains.
Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which the invention
was made.

7. Claims 1-15 are unpatentable under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being rejected by Shen

(US 20160179773) in view of WhatsApp (6/13/2016).

Regarding claim 1, Shen disclosas apparatus for providing display of

sxchanged messages, said apparatus comprising:

a memaory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of usars

sxchanging said massages (FiG. 1)
at least ong processor for (FIG. 1)

alfowing said plurality of users 1o exchange messages within a channel on a
plurality of displays as a message stream {(FIG. 3C, a plurality of users can exchange

messages with each other within g shared chal space);

alfowing a prompt 1o be al least partially displayed (o one of sald users on said
display (FIG. 3D, a prompt i2 presented {0 a user when a user clicks on a3 said message

- the usger is clicking on Andy};

alfowing said one of said users to select said prompt {(FIG. 3E, 3 user selects one

of the prompied options);
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recording in said mamory one of said user identifiers associated with said one of
said users responsive 1o said one of sald users selecling said prompt (FIG. 8E and 3F,

Andy’s identifier iz zeen in the text chat ares at the bottom of the entry soreen);

crealing a message responsive 1o sald one of sald users selecting said prompt

(FIG. 3k, a user creales g message in response 1o selecting a prompt at the botiom);

inseriing said message inlo sald message stream =20 that said messags is
displayed to ancther of said users on another of said displays (FIG. 3F g user inseris

message into the massage stream and is sean by others),

wherein said message includes a reference obiject associated with said prompt
(FIG. 3G, a user can see raference 10 Andy's older statement by clicking on the
identifier), and allowing said ancther of sald users {0 select an area on said ancther of
zaid displays associated with said reference object (FIG. 3G, any user can click ot the

identifier to ses the older siatement).

Further, WhatsApp discloses on pages 2-4 wherein a user can embed a
message in a reply made by the user.

The combination of references would have resulted in the chatting area of Shen
to utilize WhatsApp embedding of text beyond just a link. One would have been
motivated to have combined the teachings because a user in Shen would have
benefited from allowing a user to also see the entire embedded text as this would have
simplified other uses in a group text to see what the responsive text pertained to.

Therefore, it would have been obvious to have combined the teachings as the
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combination of prior art elements according to known methods would have yielded in

predictable results.

Regarding claim 2, Shen discloses wherein said message is inserted into a lexd
ertry bar before said message is inserted into said messags siream (FIG. 3E, the user’s

message is in the entry bar before it is entered).

Regarding claim 3, Shen discloses whersin said procassor is further for
recording ancther of aaid user identifiers assooiated with said ancther of said users
responsive [0 said another of said users selecting said area (FIG. 3A-3G and FiG. 5,

any ussy can repeal this process).

Regarding claim 4, Shen discloges wherein an abiect is displayed o said
anocther of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being

selected (FIG. 3G, any user clicking this link can see the same reference as shown}.

Regarding claim 5, Shen discloses whersin said reference object is associalsd
with said one of said users (FIG. 3G, the reference abject is shown 1o be associated

with the original author - Andy).

Regarding claims 6 and 11, the subject matter of the claim is substantiaily

similar (o claim 1 and as such the same rationale of rejection applies.

Regarding claims 7 and 12, the subject matter of the claim is substantially

simitar (o claim 2 and as such the same rationale of rejection applies.
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Application/Control Number: 15/858,696 Page 8

Art Unit: 2174

Regarding clabms 8 and 13, the subject matter of the claim is substaniially

simitar (¢ claim 3 and as such the same rationale of rejection applies.

Regarding claims 9 and 14, the subject matter of the claim is substantially

simitar (o claim 4 and as such the sams rationale of rejection applies.

Regarding clalms 10 and 15, the subject matier of the claim is subsiantiaily

simitar to claim 5 and as such the same rationale of rejection applies.

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to DAVID CHOI whose telephone number is (571)270-
3780. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday: 8:30am - 6:30pm.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on 571-272-7767. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/DAVID CHOI/
Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174
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Filed: December 29, 2017 Examiner: David E. Choi
Att. Docket No.: W1186/20008 Confirmation No.: 7315

For:  APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT
AMENDMENT

Mail Stop Amendment
Commissioner for Patents
P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450

Commissioner:

INTRODUCTORY COMMENTS
In response to the Office Action dated March 22, 2018, please amend the above
identified application as follows:
Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begins on
page 2 of this paper.

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 6 of this paper.

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING/TRANSMISSION PURSUANT TO 37 CFR 1.8

T hereby certify that this correspondence and any attachments referenced therein is/are being mailed/transmitted
to the USPTO by: (A) first class U.S. mail with sufficient postage (37 CFR § 1.1(a)); (B) facsimile (37 CFR §
1.6 (d)); or (C) EFS-Web (37 CFR § 1.6(a)(4)) on the date shown below.

Date: 4/11/2018 Signature: /lawrence e ashery/

Name: Lawrence E. Ashery
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Application No. 15/858,696
Amendment Dated 4/11/2018
Reply to Non-Final Office Action of 3/22/2018

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the

application:

Listing of Claims:
1. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for providing display of exchanged messages, said

apparatus comprising:

a memory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of users exchanging said

messages;
at least one processor for:

allowing said plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a

plurality of displays as a message stream;

allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on said

display;
allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said one of

said users responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;

creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;
inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is displayed
to another of said users on another of said displays, wherein said message

includes a reference object associated with said prompt-as;

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of said

Page 2 of 9
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recording that, as a resuli of said one of said ysers selecting said prompt, said area

on saud another of said displavs associated with said reference object was

selected.

2. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said message is inserted into a text

entry bar before said message is inserted into said message stream.

3. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said processor is further for recording
another of said user identifiers associated with said another of said users responsive to said

another of said users selecting said area.

4. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein an object is displayed to said another

of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being selected.

5. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said reference object is associated

with said one of said users.

6. (Currently Amended) A method for providing display of exchanged messages, said

method comprising the steps of:

allowing a plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a plurality

of displays as a message stream;

allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on said

display;
allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said one of

said users responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;

creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;
inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is displayed
to another of said users on another of said displays, wherein said message

includes a reference object associated with said prompt, and
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allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of said

displays associated with said reference object; and

reeording that, as aresult of said one of said users selocting said prompt. said aies

on said another of said displavs associated with said reference obiect was

selected.
7. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein said message is inserted into a text
entry bar before said message is inserted into said message stream.

8. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein said processor is further for recording
another of said user identifiers associated with said another of said users responsive to said

another of said users selecting said area.

9. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein an object is displayed to said another

of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being selected.

10. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein said reference object is associated

with said one of said users.

11. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for providing display of exchanged messages, said

apparatus comprising:

a memory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of users exchanging said

messages;
at least one processor for:

allowing said plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a

plurality of displays as a message stream;

allowing a prompt to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on said

display;
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12.

13.

14.

15.

allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;

creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said prompt;
inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is displayed
to another of said users on another of said displays, wherein said message
includes a reference object associated with said prompt, axé

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of said
displays associated with said reference object; asé

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said another
of said users responsive to said another of said users selecting said area associated
with said reference object; ani

recording that, as a vesuli of saxd one of said ysers selecting said prompt, said area

on said another of saud displavs associated with saud reference object was

selected.
(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said message is inserted into a text

entry bar before said message is inserted into said message stream.

(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said processor is further for
recording another of said user identifiers associated with said one of said users responsive

to said of said users selecting said prompt.

(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein an object is displayed to said
another of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays being

selected.

(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said reference object is associated

with said one of said users.
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Application No. 15/858,696
Amendment Dated 4/11/2018
Reply to Non-Final Office Action of 3/22/2018

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS

By this Amendment, claims 1, 6, and 11 are amended. Claims 1-15 are pending.

The present invention relates to messaging and more particularly with regard to the
ability to reference previously transmitted references. An exemplary embodiment of the
invention is described with regard to Applicant’s Figs. 13A — 13D and Fig.14. A summary of the
content of those figures appears below, along with quotes from claim 1 of corresponding claim
language. It is to be emphasized that Applicant’s claim language is being quoted below to show
relationships between claim language and an exemplary embodiment of the present invention, is
for illustrative purposes only, and the quotation of claim language below is not to be interpreted

as imposing any limitations on the scope of Applicant’s claims.

In Fig. 13A, Mexican restaurant Chipotle has inserted a message (“prompt”) into the

message stream:

S,

Gat and G

Toerenoe this message and get @ fres burito

Applicant’s representative wishes to note that while the present example includes a
message that has been inserted into the message stream, the example need not necessarily begin
with a message in a message stream. The example could have also begun with a “prompt”
outside of the message stream, as illustrated in Fig. 15A (see further text with regard to “prompt”

in Applicant’s specification on page 25, lines 3 —7):

In Fig. 13C, MarcCohen has selected the Chipotle prompt (“allowing said one of said
users to select said prompt”), and has added a message to the message stream that is associated

with the Chipotle prompt:
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N Sy

Y Fo podng to Ohipotie for loach Snpons want to Ruoene?

In the above example, MarcCohen’s message includes the object *

that is “associated wih said prompt.”

Next, “another of said users” can select an area associated with the above object. In the
flowchart of Fig. 14,”another of said users”- or USER2 — has selected an area of MarcCohen’s

message “associated with said refererence object.”

Applicant has amended its claims to include a feature that is supported by step 1416 of
the present application (see page 28, lines 20 — 26). In particular, Applicant has added the
following language:

...recording that, as a result of said one of said users selecting said prompt, said area on

said another of said displays associated with said reference object was selected.

This feature is supported by the originally filed application at page 31, lines 2 — 4 where it is
stated:

...the fact that a (area associated with a) Reference Object that Userl has placed into the

message stream has been selected by another user (in this case User2) is recorded.

Claims 1 — 15 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being rejected by Shen (US
2016/0179773) in view of WhatsApp (6/13/2016). It is respectfully submitted, however, that

these claims are patentable over the art of record for the reasons set forth below.

Shen discloses a messaging system in which a later message can be a response to an
earlier message. Shen Fig. 3E illustrates that User2 can respond to a message from Userl, and
the response references Userl. Thus Shen discloses a TWO stage relationship (User2 responds

to Userl).
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Petitioners
Exh-1013, p. 173



Application No. 15/858,696
Amendment Dated 4/11/2018
Reply to Non-Final Office Action of 3/22/2018

WhatsApp discloses that a message can be embedded into a reply.

Applicant is thus different than Shen (and WhatsApp), because unlike Shen’s TWO stage
relationship, Applicant’s claim 1 describes a THREE stage relationship. While the number of
stages are different, Applicant obtains an important advantage that Shen (and WhatsApp) are

unable to obtain.

Applicant’s invention as recited by claim 1 includes a feature that is neither disclosed nor

suggested by the art of record, namely:

...recording that...as a result of said one of said users selecting said prompt, said area on

said another of said display associated with said reference object was selected.

In other words, Applicant is recording the fact that an object, that is in the message
stream because of Userl’s action (based on the “prompt”) has been selected by User2. Put

another way (and there is merely an example):
PROMPT - USERI1 SELECTION - USER2 SELECTION
- RECORD USER1’S “ROLE” IN USER2’S SELECTION

The above feature provides a technical advantage to a computing device(s) that the prior art is
unable to achieve. As a result of the above feature, the computing device(s) has created a digital
record of User2’s physical interaction with a display having occurred because of Userl’s
physical interaction with a display. The prior art lacks this feature and is unable to achieve this

technical advantage. Accordingly, Applicant’s claim 1 is patentable over the art of record.

Independent claims 6 and 11, while not identical to claim 1 are patentable for reasons

similar to those set forth above with regard to claim 1.

The dependent claims are patentable by virtue of their respective independent claims

from which they depend.

All claims have been rejected based on obviousness type double patenting. Applicant has
amended the claims of this application to include a feature absent from the cited patent. The
added features are novel over the features of the cited patent. Accordingly, the double patenting

rejection has been rendered moot in view of the amendments to the present claims.
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This application is in condition for allowance which action is respectfully requested.

Respectfully submitted,
CAESAR RIVISE, PC

April 11, 2018 By /lawrence € ashery/

Lawrence E. Ashery
Registration No. 34,515

Please charge or credit our
Account No. 03-0075 as necessary ?21118;;)1;166; 1;81 (())3000

to effect entry and/or ensure .
consideration of this submission. Attorneys for Applicants
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REJECTION OVER A “PRIOR” PATENT ¥y11868/20068

In re Application of: #Marc A. COHEN
Application No.: 15/858 696

Filed: December 29, 2017
For: APPARATUS AND METHCOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

The applicant, _Wrinkd. Inc. owner of 1060 percent interest in the instant application hereby
disclaims, except as provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application which would extend|
beyond the expiration date of the full statutory term of prior patent No. _8.860,198 as the term of said prior patent is presently
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that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory term of the prior patent, “as the term of said prior patent is presently shortened by
any terminal disclaimer," in the event that said prior patent later:

expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee;

is held unenforceable;

is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction;

is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321;

has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate;

is reissued; or

is in any manner terminated prior to the expiration of its full statutory term as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer.

Check either box 1 or 2 below, if appropriate.

1. |:| The undersigned is the applicant. If the applicant is an assignee, the undersigned is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.

| hereby acknowledge that any willful false statements made are punishable under 18 U.S.C. 1001 by fine or imprisonment of not more
than five (5) years, or both.

2. The undersigned is an attorney or agent of record. Reg. No._34515

fawrence e ashery/ 2018-05-11
Signature Date

Lawrence E. Ashery
Typed or printed name

Attorney 215-567-2010
Title Telephone Number

Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) included.

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on PTO-2038.

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.321. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO
to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to c omplete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments
on the amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this bu rden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent
and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection
with your submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly,
pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the
collection of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary;
and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do
not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to
process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings or
abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1.

The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the
Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from
this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether
disclosure of these records is required by the Freedom of Information Act.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of
presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to
opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of
Congress submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the
individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the
record.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the
Agency having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of
information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as
amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in
this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the
World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal
agency for purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to
the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator,
General Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as
part of that agency’s responsibility to recommend improvements in records management
practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall
be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this
purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not
be used to make determinations about individuals.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after
either publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent
pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37
CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which
became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is
referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspection or an
issued patent.

A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State,
or local law enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential
violation of law or regulation.
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STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c)

Wrinkd, Inc.

Application No./Patent No.: _12/858,696 Filed/Issue Date: £cember 28, 2617
Titled: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

Wrinkd, Inc. a Corperation

Applicant’/Patent Owner:

{Name of Assignee) (Type of Assignee, e.g., corporation, partnership, university, government agency, etc.)
states that, for the patent application/patent identified above, it is (choose one of options 1, 2, 3 or 4 below):
1. The assignee of the entire right, title, and interest.

2. |:| An assignee of less than the entire right, title, and interest (check applicable box):

L] The extent (by percentage) of its ownership interest is %. Additional Statement(s) by the owners
holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for 100% of the ownership interest.

D There are unspecified percentages of ownership. The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire
right, title and interest are:

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire
right, title, and interest.

3. |:| The assignee of an undivided interest in the entirety (a complete assignment from one of the joint inventors was made).
The other parties, including inventors, who together own the entire right, title, and interest are:

Additional Statement(s) by the owner(s) holding the balance of the interest must be submitted to account for the entire
right, title, and interest.

4. |:| The recipient, via a court proceeding or the like (e.g., bankruptcy, probate), of an undivided interest in the entirety (a
complete transfer of ownership interest was made). The certified document(s) showing the transfer is attached.

The interest identified in option 1, 2 or 3 above (not option 4) is evidenced by either (choose one of options A or B below):

A. An assignment from the inventor(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was recorded in
the United States Patent and Trademark Office at Reel 944514 , Frame @41 , or for which a copy
thereof is attached.

B. D A chain of title from the inventor(s), of the patent application/patent identified above, to the current assignee as follows:

1. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
2. From: To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

[Page 1 of 2]
This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 3.73(b). The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to
process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.11 and 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, including
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount
of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND
TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450.

If you need assistance in completing the form, call 1-800-PTO-9199 and select option 2.
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3. From:

STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3.73(c)

4. From:

To:
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.
To:

5. From:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

To:

6. From:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

To:

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark Office at

Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached.

|:] Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet(s).

|:| As required by 37 CFR 3.73(c)(1)(i), the documentary evidence of the chain of title from the original owner to the

assignee was, or concurrently is being, submitted for recordation pursuant to 37 CFR 3.11.

[NOTE: A separate copy (i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document(s)) must be submitted to Assignment
Division in accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, to record the assignment in the records of the USPTO. See MPEP 302.08]

The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee.

Nawrence e ashery/ 2018-05-11
Signature Date
Lawrence E. Ashery 34515

Printed or Typed Name

Title or Registration Number

[Page 2 of 2]
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Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is 35
U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the
information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related
to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of proceedings
or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is
required by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting
evidence to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the
course of settlement negotiations.

3. Avrecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress
submitting a request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has
requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency
having need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required
to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. Arecord related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. Arecord in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for
purposes of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act
(42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency’s
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under
authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA
regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or
Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either
publication of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C.
151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the
public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were
terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to
public inspection or an issued patent.

9. Arecord from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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15858696

Filing Date:

29-Dec-2017

Title of Invention:

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Marc A. COHEN

Filer:

Lawrence E. Ashery/Doris Brown

Attorney Docket Number:

W1186/20008

Filed as Small Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
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Basic Filing:
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Claims:
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Miscellaneous:
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 32597674
Application Number: 15858696
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 7315
Title of Invention: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Marc A. COHEN
Customer Number: 3000
Filer: Lawrence E. Ashery/Doris Brown
Filer Authorized By: Lawrence E. Ashery
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Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)
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Deposit Account
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (if appl.)
190403
1 Terminal Disclaimer Filed wi 18620008_Ter3;|nal_D|scIa| no 2
mer. p cfle2cf6d9eadcS 1c69f898dc252fch9949a6)
160
Warnings:
Information:
71637
) Assignee showing of ownership per37 | W118620008_Statement_Unde no 3
CFR3.73 r_37_CFR_373c.pdf c0f9c905a4650602aa9b0d5ab2123935606)
301aa
Warnings:
Information:
30424
3 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
77847af8be8d4b87c77b9f285e327298557
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 292464

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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App[icaﬁon Number Application/Control No. applicar?t(st)_/Patent under
T e corenwr »
Document Code - DISQ Internal Document — DO NOT MAIL
TERMINAL
DISCLAIMER X APPROVED [] DISAPPROVED

Date Filed : 11 May, 2018

This patent is subject
to a Terminal

Disclaimer

Approved/Disapproved by:

[CRYSTAL QUEEN/

Technology Center: PLRC

Telephone:

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
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PART

B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE

Commnssnoner for Patents

P.O.Box 1

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

é)roprlate All further correspondence including the Patent, advance
icated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by
mamtenance fee notifications.

orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
(a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Eapms Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

3000 7590 05/17/2018
CAESAR RIVISE, PC
7 Penn Center, 12th Floor
1635 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
15/858,696 12/29/2017 Marc A. COHEN ‘W1186/20008 7315
TITLE OF INVENTION: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional SMALL $500 $0 $0 $500 08/17/2018
I EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
CHOIL DAVID E 2174 715-733000

1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37
CFR 1.363).

a Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached.

[ “Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

2. For printing on the patent front page, list

(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys 1

or agents OR, alternatively, s CAESAR RIVISE, PC

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to

2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE
Wrinkl, Inc

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)
Sands Point, New York

printed on the patent) : [ Individual X Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted:
Issue Fee
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted)
[ Advance Order - # of Copies

4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[J A check is enclosed.
| Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

(X The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number _03-0075 (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.31 and 1.

33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature _/lawrence e ashery/

Date _2018-05-17

Typed or printed name Lawrence E. Ashery

Registration No. _34.515

PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/31/2013.
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Electronic Patent Application Fee Transmittal

Application Number:

15858696

Filing Date:

29-Dec-2017

Title of Invention:

APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

First Named Inventor/Applicant Name:

Marc A. COHEN

Filer:

Lawrence E. Ashery/Rosemary McNulty

Attorney Docket Number:

W1186/20008

Filed as Small Entity

Filing Fees for Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Description

Fee Code

Quantity

Amount

Sub-Total in
USD(S)

Basic Filing:

Pages:

Claims:

Miscellaneous-Filing:

Petition:

Patent-Appeals-and-Interference:

Post-Allowance-and-Post-Issuance:

UTILITY APPL ISSUE FEE

2501

500

500
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.. . Sub-Total in
Description Fee Code Quantity Amount USD($)
Extension-of-Time:
Miscellaneous:
Total in USD ($) 500
Petitioners
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Electronic Acknowledgement Receipt

EFS ID: 32649760
Application Number: 15858696
International Application Number:
Confirmation Number: 7315
Title of Invention: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT
First Named Inventor/Applicant Name: Marc A. COHEN
Customer Number: 3000
Filer: Lawrence E. Ashery/Rosemary McNulty
Filer Authorized By: Lawrence E. Ashery
Attorney Docket Number: W1186/20008
Receipt Date: 17-MAY-2018
Filing Date: 29-DEC-2017
Time Stamp: 11:55:27
Application Type: Utility under 35 USC 111(a)

Payment information:
Submitted with Payment yes
Payment Type CARD
Payment was successfully received in RAM $500
RAM confirmation Number 051718INTEFSW11590900
Deposit Account
Authorized User

The Director of the USPTO is hereby authorized to charge indicated fees and credit any overpayment as follows:
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File Listing:

Document .. . File Size(Bytes)/ Multi Pages
Document Description File Name . . .
Number Message Digest | Part/.zip| (if appl.)
244485
W118620008_ISSUE_FEE_TRAN
1 Issue Fee Payment (PTO-85B) - . no 1
SMlﬁALpdf 577510215621ef6c2d86a0b89509f463e88|
1faf1
Warnings:
Information:
30194
2 Fee Worksheet (SB06) fee-info.pdf no 2
4be2ec7cB8487bf5c3fSch2fd2b2cc 725571
fa2
Warnings:
Information:
Total Files Size (in bytes){ 274679

This Acknowledgement Receipt evidences receipt on the noted date by the USPTO of the indicated documents,
characterized by the applicant, and including page counts, where applicable. It serves as evidence of receipt similar to a
Post Card, as described in MPEP 503.

New Applications Under 35 U.S.C. 111

If a new application is being filed and the application includes the necessary components for a filing date (see 37 CFR
1.53(b)-(d) and MPEP 506), a Filing Receipt (37 CFR 1.54) will be issued in due course and the date shown on this
Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the filing date of the application.

National Stage of an International Application under 35 U.S.C. 371

If a timely submission to enter the national stage of an international application is compliant with the conditions of 35
U.S.C. 371 and other applicable requirements a Form PCT/DO/EO/903 indicating acceptance of the application as a
national stage submission under 35 U.S.C. 371 will be issued in addition to the Filing Receipt, in due course.

New International Application Filed with the USPTO as a Receiving Office

If a new international application is being filed and the international application includes the necessary components for
an international filing date (see PCT Article 11 and MPEP 1810), a Notification of the International Application Number
and of the International Filing Date (Form PCT/RO/105) will be issued in due course, subject to prescriptions concerning
national security, and the date shown on this Acknowledgement Receipt will establish the international filing date of
the application.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uSpto.gov

NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE AND FEE(S) DUE

I EXAMINER |
3000 7590 05/17/2018
CAESAR RIVISE, PC CHOL DAVID E
7 Penn Center, 12th Floor
1635 Market Street I ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212 o
DATE MAILED: 05/17/2018
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. | CONFIRMATION NO.
15/858,696 12/29/2017 Marc A. COHEN W1186/20008 7315

TITLE OF INVENTION: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE

nonprovisional SMALL $500 $0 $0 $500 08/17/2018

THE APPLICATION IDENTIFIED ABOVE HAS BEEN EXAMINED AND IS ALLOWED FOR ISSUANCE AS A PATENT.
PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS CLOSED. THIS NOTICE OF ALLOWANCE IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS.
THIS APPLICATION IS SUBJECT TO WITHDRAWAL FROM ISSUE AT THE INITIATIVE OF THE OFFICE OR UPON
PETITION BY THE APPLICANT. SEE 37 CFR 1.313 AND MPEP 1308.

THE ISSUE FEE AND PUBLICATION FEE (IF REQUIRED) MUST BE PAID WITHIN THREE MONTHS FROM THE
MAILING DATE OF THIS NOTICE OR THIS APPLICATION SHALL BE REGARDED AS ABANDONED. THIS
STATUTORY PERIOD CANNOT BE EXTENDED. SEE 35 U.S.C. 151. THE ISSUE FEE DUE INDICATED ABOVE DOES
NOT REFLECT A CREDIT FOR ANY PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE IN THIS APPLICATION. IF AN ISSUE FEE HAS
PREVIOUSLY BEEN PAID IN THIS APPLICATION (AS SHOWN ABOVE), THE RETURN OF PART B OF THIS FORM
WILL BE CONSIDERED A REQUEST TO REAPPLY THE PREVIOUSLY PAID ISSUE FEE TOWARD THE ISSUE FEE NOW
DUE.

HOW TO REPLY TO THIS NOTICE:

L. Review the ENTITY STATUS shown above. If the ENTITY STATUS is shown as SMALL or MICRO, verify whether entitlement to that
entity status still applies.

If the ENTITY STATUS is the same as shown above, pay the TOTAL FEE(S) DUE shown above.

If the ENTITY STATUS is changed from that shown above, on PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, complete section number 5 titled
"Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)".

For purposes of this notice, small entity fees are 1/2 the amount of undiscounted fees, and micro entity fees are 1/2 the amount of small entity
fees.

II. PART B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL, or its equivalent, must be completed and returned to the United States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) with your ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (f required). If you are charging the fee(s) to your deposit account, section "4b"
of Part B - Fee(s) Transmittal should be completed and an extra copy of the form should be submitted. If an equivalent of Part B is filed, a
request to reapply a previously paid issue fee must be clearly made, and delays in processing may occur due to the difficulty in recognizing
the paper as an equivalent of Part B.

III. All communications regarding this application must give the application number. Please direct all communications prior to issuance to
Mail Stop ISSUE FEE unless advised to the contrary.

IMPORTANT REMINDER: Maintenance fees are due in utility patents issuing on applications filed on or after Dec. 12, 1980. It is
patentee's responsibility to ensure timely payment of maintenance fees when due. More information is available at
www.uspto.gov/PatentMaintenanceFees.

Page 1 of 3
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PART

B - FEE(S) TRANSMITTAL

Complete and send this form, together with applicable fee(s), to: Mail Mail Stop ISSUE FEE

Commissioner for Patents

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450
or Fax (571)-273-2885

INSTRUCTIONS: This form should be used for transmitting the ISSUE FEE and PUBLICATION FEE (if required). Blocks 1 through 5 should be completed where

apé)ropriate. All further correspondence including the Patent, advance
indicated unless corrected below or directed otherwise in Block 1, by
maintenance fee notifications.

orders and notification of maintenance fees will be mailed to the current correspondence address as
(a) specifying a new correspondence address; and/or (b) indicating a separate "FEE ADDRESS" for

Note: A certificate of mailing can only be used for domestic mailings of the
Fee(s) Transmittal. This certificate cannot be used for any other accompanying

CURRENT CORRESPONDENCE ADDRESS (Note: Use Block 1 for any change of address) Eapers. Each additional paper, such as an assignment or formal drawing, must

3000 7590 05/17/2018
CAESAR RIVISE, PC
7 Penn Center, 12th Floor
1635 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212

ave its own certificate of mailing or transmission.

Certificate of Mailing or Transmission
I hereby certify that this Fee(s) Transmittal is being deposited with the United
States Postal Service with sufficient postage for first class mail in an envelope
addressed to the Mail Stop ISSUE FEE address above, or being facsimile
transmitted to the USPTO (571) 273-2885, on the date indicated below.

(Depositor's name)

(Signature)
(Date)
APPLICATION NO. FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
15/858,696 12/29/2017 Marc A. COHEN W1186/20008 7315
TITLE OF INVENTION: APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT
I APPLN. TYPE ENTITY STATUS | ISSUE FEE DUE | PUBLICATION FEE DUE | PREV. PAID ISSUE FEE TOTAL FEE(S) DUE DATE DUE
nonprovisional SMALL $500 $0 $0 $500 08/17/2018
I EXAMINER | ART UNIT | CLASS-SUBCLASS |
CHOI, DAVIDE 2174 715-733000
1. Change of correspondence address or indication of "Fee Address" (37 2. For printing on the patent front page, list
CFR 1.363). : 1
(1) The names of up to 3 registered patent attorneys
a Change of correspondence address (or Change of Correspondence or agents OR, alternatively,
Address form PTO/SB/122) attached. 2

[ “Fee Address” indication (or "Fee Address" Indication form
PTO/SB/47; Rev 03-02 or more recent) attached. Use of a Customer
Number is required.

(2) The name of a single firm (having as a member a
registered attorney or agent) and the names of up to
2 registered patent attorneys or agents. If no name is 3
listed, no name will be printed.

3. ASSIGNEE NAME AND RESIDENCE DATA TO BE PRINTED ON THE PATENT (print or type)

PLEASE NOTE: Unless an assignee is identified below, no assignee data will appear on the patent. If an assignee is identified below, the document has been filed for
recordation as set forth in 37 CFR 3.11. Completion of this form is NOT a substitute for filing an assignment.

(A) NAME OF ASSIGNEE

Please check the appropriate assignee category or categories (will not be

(B) RESIDENCE: (CITY and STATE OR COUNTRY)

printed on the patent) : [ Individual Corporation or other private group entity [ Government

4a. The following fee(s) are submitted:
[ Issue Fee
[ Publication Fee (No small entity discount permitted)
[ Advance Order - # of Copies

4b. Payment of Fee(s): (Please first reapply any previously paid issue fee shown above)
[J A check is enclosed.
| Payment by credit card. Form PTO-2038 is attached.

(1 The director is hereby authorized to charge the required fee(s), any deficiency, or credits any
overpayment, to Deposit Account Number (enclose an extra copy of this form).

5. Change in Entity Status (from status indicated above)
| Applicant certifying micro entity status. See 37 CFR 1.29

| Applicant asserting small entity status. See 37 CFR 1.27

| Applicant changing to regular undiscounted fee status.

NOTE: Absent a valid certification of Micro Entity Status (see forms PTO/SB/15A and 15B), issue
fee payment in the micro entity amount will not be accepted at the risk of application abandonment.

NOTE: If the application was previously under micro entity status, checking this box will be taken
to be a notification of loss of entitlement to micro entity status.

NOTE: Checking this box will be taken to be a notification of loss of entitlement to small or micro
entity status, as applicable.

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CEFR 1.31 and 1

.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and certifications.

Authorized Signature

Date

Typed or printed name

Registration No.

PTOL-85 Part B (10-13) Approved for use through 10/31/2013.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.O. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uSpto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. | FILING DATE FIRST NAMED INVENTOR | ATTORNEY DOCKETNO. | CONFIRMATION NO. |
15/858,696 12/29/2017 Marc A. COHEN W1186/20008 7315
I EXAMINER |
3000 7590 05/17/2018
CAESAR RIVISE, PC CHOL DAVID E
7 Penn Center, 12th Floor
1635 Market Street I ART UNIT PAPER NUMBER |
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212 e

DATE MAILED: 05/17/2018

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(Applications filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Office has discontinued providing a Patent Term Adjustment (PTA) calculation with the Notice of Allowance.

Section 1(h)(2) of the AIA Technical Corrections Act amended 35 U.S.C. 154(b)(3)(B)(i) to eliminate the
requirement that the Office provide a patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. See
Revisions to Patent Term Adjustment, 78 Fed. Reg. 19416, 19417 (Apr. 1, 2013). Therefore, the Office is no longer
providing an initial patent term adjustment determination with the notice of allowance. The Office will continue to
provide a patent term adjustment determination with the Issue Notification Letter that is mailed to applicant
approximately three weeks prior to the issue date of the patent, and will include the patent term adjustment on the
patent. Any request for reconsideration of the patent term adjustment determination (or reinstatement of patent term
adjustment) should follow the process outlined in 37 CFR 1.705.

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the Office of
Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee payments should be
directed to the Customer Service Center of the Office of Patent Publication at 1-(888)-786-0101 or (571)-272-4200.

Page 3of 3
PTOL-85 (Rev. 02/11)
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OMB Clearance and PRA Burden Statement for PTOL-85 Part B

The Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 1995 requires Federal agencies to obtain Office of Management and
Budget approval before requesting most types of information from the public. When OMB approves an agency
request to collect information from the public, OMB (i) provides a valid OMB Control Number and expiration
date for the agency to display on the instrument that will be used to collect the information and (ii) requires the
agency to inform the public about the OMB Control Number’s legal significance in accordance with 5 CFR
1320.5(b).

The information collected by PTOL-85 Part B is required by 37 CFR 1.311. The information is required to obtain
or retain a benefit by the public which is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is
governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete,
including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary
depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to complete this form
and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. DO NOT
SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box
1450, Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.

Privacy Act Statement

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P.L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your
submission of the attached form related to a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the
requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection of this information is
35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which
the information is used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission
related to a patent application or patent. If you do not furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may result in termination of
proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent.

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses:

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of
Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C 552a). Records from this system of records
may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine whether disclosure of these records is required
by the Freedom of Information Act.

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence
to a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of
settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a
request involving an individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance
from the Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having
need for the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to
comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of
records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property
Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes
of National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C.
218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General
Services, or his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's
responsibility to recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority
of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations
governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive.
Such disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication
of the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a
record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the
record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated
and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public
inspection or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law
enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Application No. Applicant(s)
15/858,696 COHEN, MARC A.
. I i i AlA (First Inventor to File)
Notice of Allowability g’/‘&rl"[')“g;' o ;"7;’"“ Status
Yes

-- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address--
All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included
herewith (or previously mailed), a Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85) or other appropriate communication will be mailed in due course. THIS
NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative
of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1.313 and MPEP 1308.

1. X This communication is responsive to examiner's amendment on 5/8/2018.
Oa declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on

2. [[] An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on ; the restriction
requirement and election have been incorporated into this action.

3. X The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-15. As a result of the allowed claim(s), you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution
Highway program at a participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see
http://www.uspto.gov/patents/init_events/pph/index.jsp or send an inquiry to PPHfeedback@uspto.gov.

4. [] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
Certified copies:

a)[] Al b)[JSome *c)[] None of the:
1. [[] Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2. [ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No.
3. [ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* Certified copies not received: __

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE “MAILING DATE” of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application.
THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE.

5. [] CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as “replacement sheets”) must be submitted.

[0 including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of
Paper No./Mail Date .
Identifying indicia such as the application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawings in the front (not the back) of
each sheet. Replacement sheet(s) should be labeled as such in the header according to 37 CFR 1.121(d).
6. [] DEPOSIT OF and/or INFORMATION about the deposit of BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL must be submitted. Note the
attached Examiner’'s comment regarding REQUIREMENT FOR THE DEPOSIT OF BIOLOGICAL MATERIAL.

Attachment(s)

1. [ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 5. [X] Examiner's Amendment/Comment

2. [ Information Disclosure Statements (PTO/SB/08), 6. Xl Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance
Paper No./Mail Date

3. [ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 7. [ Other .

of Biological Material
4. [ Interview Summary (PTO-413),
Paper No./Mail Date .

/DAVID CHOl/
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2174

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office
PTOL-37 (Rev. 08-13) Notice of Allowability Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20180510
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EXAMINER’S AMENDMENT

1. The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined
under the first inventor to file provisions of the AlA.
2. An examiner’s amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee.

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview
with Lawrence Ashery on 5/8/2018.

The application has been amended as follows:

1. (Currently Amended) Apparatus for providing display of exchanged messages,

said apparatus comprising:

a memory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of users

exchanging said messages;

at least one processor for:
allowing said plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on
a plurality of screens as a message stream;
allowing a prompt within the message stream or outside the message
stream to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on one of said
screens, wherein the prompt is a form of electronic generated output that
is: a) from a third party that is not one of the plurality of users; and b)
receptive to interaction therewith;

allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;
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recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said
one of said users responsive to said one of said users selecting said
prompt;
creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said
prompt;
inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is
displayed to another of said users on another of said screens, wherein

said message includes a reference object associated with said prompt;

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of
said screens associated with said reference object; and

recording that, as a result of said one of said users selecting said prompt,
said area on said another of said screens, associated with said reference

object was selected.

2. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said message is inserted into a

text entry bar before said message is inserted into said message stream.

3. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said processor is further for
recording another of said user identifiers associated with said another of said
users responsive to said another of said users selecting said area.

4. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein an object is displayed to said
another of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays

being selected.

5. (Original) Apparatus according to claim 1, wherein said reference object is
associated with said one of said users.
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6. (Currently Amended) A method for providing display of exchanged messages,

said method comprising the steps of:

allowing a plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on a
plurality of screens as a message stream;

allowing a prompt within the message stream or outside the message
stream to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on one of said
screens, wherein the prompt is a form of electronic generated output that
is: a) from a third party that is not one of the plurality of users; and b)
receptive to interaction therewith;

allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;

recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said
one of said users responsive to said one of said users selecting said
prompt;

creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said
prompt;

inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is
displayed to another of said users on another of said screens, wherein
said message includes a reference object associated with said prompt,

and

allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of
said screens associated with said reference object; and

recording that, as a result of said one of said users selecting said prompt,
said area on said another of said screens associated with said reference

object was selected.

7. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein said message is inserted into a
text entry bar before said message is inserted into said message stream.
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8. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein said processor is further for
recording another of said user identifiers associated with said another of said

users responsive to said another of said users selecting said area.

9. (Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein an object is displayed to said
another of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays

being selected.

10.(Original) A method according to claim 6, wherein said reference object is
associated with said one of said users.

11.(Currently Amended) Apparatus for providing display of exchanged messages,

said apparatus comprising:

a memory for storing user identifiers associated with a plurality of users

exchanging said messages;

at least one processor for:
allowing said plurality of users to exchange messages within a channel on
a plurality of screens as a message stream;
allowing a prompt within the message stream or outside the message
stream to be at least partially displayed to one of said users on one of said
screens, wherein the prompt is a form of electronic generated output that
is: a) from a third party that is not one of the plurality of users; and b)
receptive to interaction therewith;
allowing said one of said users to select said prompt;
creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said
prompt;
inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is
displayed to another of said users on another of said screens, wherein
said message includes a reference object associated with said prompt,
allowing said another of said users to select an area on said another of

said screens associated with said reference object;
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recording in said memory one of said user identifiers associated with said
another of said users responsive to said another of said users selecting
said area associated with said reference object; and
recording that, as a result of said one of said users selecting said prompt,
said area on said another of said screens associated with said reference
object was selected.

12.(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said message is inserted into

a text entry bar before said message is inserted into said message stream.

13.(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said processor is further for
recording another of said user identifiers associated with said one of said users
responsive to said of said users selecting said prompt.

14.(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein an object is displayed to said
another of said users responsive to said area on said another of said displays

being selected.

15.(Original) Apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said reference object is

associated with said one of said users.

Allowable Subject Matter
3. Claims 1-15 are allowed.
4. The following is an examiner’s statement of reasons for allowance:
The prior art is silent in teaching wherein allowing said plurality of users to
exchange messages within a channel on a plurality of screens as a message stream;
allowing a prompt within the message stream or outside the message stream to

be at least partially displayed to one of said users on one of said screens, wherein the
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prompt is a form of electronic generated output that is: a) from a third party that is not
one of the plurality of users; and b) receptive to interaction therewith; allowing said one
of said users to select said prompt; recording in said memory one of said user identifiers
associated with said one of said users responsive to said one of said users selecting
said prompt; creating a message responsive to said one of said users selecting said
prompt; inserting said message into said message stream so that said message is
displayed to another of said users on another of said screens, wherein said message
includes a reference object associated with said prompt and in combination with all
other claimed elements of independent claims 1, 6 and 11.

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled “Comments on

Statement of Reasons for Allowance.”

Conclusion
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the
examiner should be directed to DAVID CHOI whose telephone number is (571)270-
3780. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday: 8:30am - 6:30pm.
If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner’s
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached on 571-272-7767. The fax phone number for

the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300.
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR.
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only.
For more information about the PAIR system, see http:/pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000.

/DAVID CHOI/
Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2174
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

P.0.Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov

| APPLICATION NO. ISSUE DATE PATENT NO. ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. CONFIRMATION NO.
15/858.,696 07/17/2018 10025475 W1186/20008 7315
3000 7590 06/27/2018

CAESAR RIVISE, PC

7 Penn Center, 12th Floor
1635 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212

ISSUE NOTIFICATION

The projected patent number and issue date are specified above.

Determination of Patent Term Adjustment under 35 U.S.C. 154 (b)
(application filed on or after May 29, 2000)

The Patent Term Adjustment is 0 day(s). Any patent to issue from the above-identified application will include
an indication of the adjustment on the front page.

If a Continued Prosecution Application (CPA) was filed in the above-identified application, the filing date that
determines Patent Term Adjustment is the filing date of the most recent CPA.

Applicant will be able to obtain more detailed information by accessing the Patent Application Information
Retrieval (PAIR) WEB site (http://pair.uspto.gov).

Any questions regarding the Patent Term Extension or Adjustment determination should be directed to the
Office of Patent Legal Administration at (571)-272-7702. Questions relating to issue and publication fee
payments should be directed to the Application Assistance Unit (AAU) of the Office of Data Management
(ODM) at (571)-272-4200.

APPLICANT(s) (Please see PAIR WEB site hitp://pair.uspto.gov for additional applicants):

Marc A. COHEN, Blue Bell, PA;
Wrinkl, Inc., Sands Point, NY;

The United States represents the largest, most dynamic marketplace in the world and is an unparalleled location
for business investment, innovation, and commercialization of new technologies. The USA offers tremendous
resources and advantages for those who invest and manufacture goods here. Through SelectUSA, our nation
works to encourage and facilitate business investment. To learn more about why the USA is the best country in
the world to develop technology, manufacture products, and grow your business, visit SelectUSA.gov.

IR103 (Rev. 10/09)
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE

UNTTED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
United States Patent and Trademark Office
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS

PQ. Box 1450

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450

WWW.uspto.gov’

| APPLICATION NUMBER | FILING OR 371(C) DATE | FIRST NAMED APPLICANT | ATTY. DOCKET NO./TITLE |
15/858,696 12/29/2017 Marc A. COHEN W1186/20008
CONFIRMATION NO. 7315
3000 PUBLICATION NOTICE
CAESAR RIVISE, PC
7 Penn Center, 12th Floor R AP0 LTI M
00000010109672

1635 Market Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103-2212

Title:APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR MESSAGE REFERENCE MANAGEMENT

Publication No.US-2018-0203586-A1
Publication Date:07/19/2018

NOTICE OF PUBLICATION OF APPLICATION

The above-identified application will be electronically published as a patent application publication pursuant to 37
CFR 1.211, et seq. The patent application publication number and publication date are set forth above.

The publication may be accessed through the USPTO's publically available Searchable Databases via the
Internet at www.uspto.gov. The direct link to access the publication is currently http://www.uspto.gov/patft/.

The publication process established by the Office does not provide for mailing a copy of the publication to
applicant. A copy of the publication may be obtained from the Office upon payment of the appropriate fee set
forth in 37 CFR 1.19(a)(1). Orders for copies of patent application publications are handled by the USPTO's
Public Records Division. The Public Records Division can be reached by telephone at (571) 272-3150 or (800)
972-6382, by facsimile at (571) 273-3250, by mail addressed to the United States Patent and Trademark Office,
Public Records Division, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 or via the Internet.

In addition, information on the status of the application, including the mailing date of Office actions and

the dates of receipt of correspondence filed in the Office, may also be accessed via the Internet through

the Patent Electronic Business Center at www.uspto.gov using the public side of the Patent Application
Information and Retrieval (PAIR) system. The direct link to access this status information is currently
https://portal.uspto.gov/pair/PublicPair. Prior to publication, such status information is confidential and may only
be obtained by applicant using the private side of PAIR.

Further assistance in electronically accessing the publication, or about PAIR, is available by calling the Patent
Electronic Business Center at 1-866-217-9197.

Office of Data Managment, Application Assistance Unit (571) 272-4000, or (571) 272-4200, or 1-888-786-0101

page 1 of 1
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