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Definition of 'acceptable'

(æksɛptəbəl  )

1. adjective

Acceptable activities and situations

are those that most people approve

of or consider to be normal.

It is becoming more acceptable to talk

more openly about our mental health.

acceptability (æksɛptəbɪlɪti  )

uncountable noun

This assumption played a

considerable part in increasing the

social acceptability of divorce. 

acceptably (æksɛptəbli  )

adverb

The aim of discipline is to teach

children to behave acceptably. 

Synonyms: pleasantly, delightfully,

agreeably, pleasingly   More

Synonyms of acceptable

2. adjective

If something is acceptable to

someone, they agree to consider it,

use it, or allow it to happen.

They have thrashed out a

compromise formula acceptable to

Moscow. 

3. adjective

If you describe something as

acceptable, you mean that it is good

enough or fairly good.

On the far side of the street was a

restaurant that looked acceptable. 

acceptably adverb

...a method that provides an

acceptably accurate solution to a

problem. 

Synonyms: adequately, satisfactorily,

tolerably, passably   More Synonyms

of acceptable

More Synonyms of acceptable
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(ækˈsɛptəbəl ; əkˈsɛpttəbəl )

adjective

1.   worth accepting; satisfactory or,

sometimes, merely adequate

2.   tolerable; bearable
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acceptability (acˌceptaˈbility) noun or ac

ˈceptableness

acceptably (acˈceptably) adverb
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(ækˈseptəbəl)
adjective

1. capable or worthy of being accepted

2. pleasing to the receiver; satisfactory;

agreeable; welcome

3.   meeting only minimum requirements;

barely adequate

an acceptable performance

4. capable of being endured; tolerable;

bearable

acceptable levels of radiation

Most material © 2005, 1997, 1991 by Penguin Random

House LLC. Modified entries © 2019 by Penguin

Random House LLC and HarperCollins Publishers Ltd

Derived forms

acceptability or acceptableness noun

acceptably adverb

Word origin

[1350–1400; ME ‹ LL acceptā bilis. See accept,

-able]

acceptable
in American English

    

(əkˈsɛptəbəl  )

adjective

1.   satisfactory; adequate

2.   pleasing; welcome

3.   tolerable

Collins English Dictionary. Copyright © HarperCollins

Publishers

Derived forms

acceptability (acˌceptaˈbility) or

acceptableness (acˈceptableness) noun

acceptably (acˈceptably) adverb

acceptable
in British English
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Examples of 'acceptable' in a sentence

acceptable
 These examples have been automatically selected

and may contain sensitive content that does not reflect

the opinions or policies of Collins, or its parent

company HarperCollins.

We welcome feedback: report an example sentence to

the Collins team. Read more…

And governments need to find mutually
acceptable ways to take the temperature
down if they want regular business to
remain possible.
Wall Street Journal (2021)

Loans classified as acceptable represent
the highest-quality assets.
Wall Street Journal (2021)

In no other policy area would such a
situation be considered acceptable.
The Guardian (2015)

What is an acceptable use of drones?
The Guardian (2015)

It is the acceptable face of gentrification.
The Guardian (2016)

They are the visible signs that we are
acceptable to the people we love most on
earth.
Bethune, Helen Positive Parent Power (1…

In no country is it acceptable to take
something without paying for it.
The Sun (2011)

Windows that are painted shut are not
considered an acceptable alternative.
Times, Sunday Times (2013)

The price means obvious but acceptable
compromises.
The Sun (2009)

It is not acceptable that people from the
sidelines were trying to get our centre
forward sent off.
The Sun (2009)
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acceptable answer

acceptable behavior

acceptable behaviour
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acceptable conduct

acceptable explanation

acceptable means of

acceptable norm

acceptable outcome
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In other languages

acceptable

British English: acceptable  /əkˈsɛptəbl/

adjective

If a situation or action is acceptable, people

approve of it.

It is not acceptable for any country to attack

Red Cross buildings during war.

American English: acceptable  /æk

ˈsɛptəbəl/

Arabic: قْبُول  مَ
Brazilian Portuguese: aceitável 
Chinese: 可接受的 
Croatian: prihvatljiv 
Czech: přijatelný 
Danish: acceptabel 
Dutch: acceptabel 
European Spanish: aceptable 
Finnish: hyväksyttävä 
French: acceptable 
German: annehmbar 
Greek: αποδεκτός 
Italian: accettabile 
Japanese: 受け入れられる 
Korean: 받아들일 만한 
Norwegian: akseptabel 
Polish: dopuszczalny 
European Portuguese: aceitável 
Romanian: acceptabil

Russian: приемлемый 
Spanish: aceptable 
Swedish: godtagbar 
Thai: ที่ยอมรับได้  
Turkish: kabul edilebilir 
Ukrainian: прийнятний

Vietnamese: chấp nhận được 
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acceptable
accept the principle of

accept unanimously

acceptability

acceptable

acceptable alternative

acceptable answer

acceptable behavior

All ENGLISH words that begin with 'A'

Related terms of

acceptable
 acceptable norm

 acceptable risk

 acceptable answer

 acceptable conduct

 acceptable outcome
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