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varactor

va-rac-tor /'ve(o)r aktor, va'raktor/ » n. Electronics a
semiconductor diode with a capacitance dependent
on the applied voltage.

— ORIGIN 1950s: from elements of variable reactor.

Va-ra-na-si /vo'rinesé/ a city on the Ganges River,
in Uttar Pradesh, in northern India; pop. 1,200,600
(est. 2009). 1t is a holy city and a place of pilgrimage
for Hindus, who undergo ritual purification in the
Ganges. Former name BENARES.

Va-ran-gi-an /va'ranjéan/ » n. any of the
Scandinavian voyagers who traveled by land and up
rivers into Russia in the 9th and 10th centuries AD,
establishing the Rurik dynasty and gaining great
influence in the Byzantine Empire.

—ORIGIN from medieval Latin Varangus (a name
ultimately from Old Norse, probably based on vdr
‘pledge’) + -1aN.

Var-gas /'virgos/, Getiilio Dornelles (1883-1954),
Brazilian statesman; president 1930-45 and
1951-54. After seizing power, he ruled as a virtual
dictator until overthrown by a coup. Returned to
power in 1951, he later committed suicide after
widespread calls for his resignation.

Var-gas Llo-sa /'viirgss 'yoss/, (Jorge) Mario
(Pedro) (1936-), Peruvian novelist, playwright,
and essayist. His novels include Aunt Julia and the
Scriptwriter (1977) and The Bad Girl (2007).

vari- » comb. form various: variform.
—ORIGIN from Latin varius.

var-i-a-ble /'ve(e)résbal/ » adj. 1 not consistent or
having a fixed pattern; liable to change: the quality
of hospital food is highly variable | awards can be
forvariable amounts. m (of a wind) tending to
change direction. m Mathematics (of a quantity) able to
assume different numerical values. m Botany & Zeinlgy
(of a species) liable to deviate from the typical color
or form, or to occur in different colors or forms.

2 able to be changed or adapted: the drill has
variable speed. m (of a gear) designed to give
varying ratios or speeds.

» n. an element, feature, or factor that is liable to
vary or change: there are too many variables involved
to make any meaningful predictions. m Mathematics
a quantity that during a calculation is assumed to
vary or be capable of varying in value. m Computing
a data item that may take on more than gne value
during the runtime of a program. m Astronomy short
for vaRIABLE sTAR. B (variables) the region of light,
variable winds to the north of the northeast trade
winds or (in the southern hemisphere) between the
southeast trade winds and the westerlies.

—DERIVATIVES var-i-a-bil-i-ty / ve(a)réa'bilité/ n.,
var-i-a-ble-ness n., var-i-a-bly /-ble/ adv.

—ORIGIN late Middle English: via Old French from
Latin variabilis, from variare (see vary).

var-i-a-ble cost p n. a cost that varies with the level
of output.

var-i-a-ble-ge-om:-e-try » adj. denoting a swing-
wing aircraft.

var-i-a-ble-rate mort-gage » n. another term for
ADJUSTABLE-RATE MORTGAGE.

var-i-a-ble star p. n. Astronomy a star whose
brightness changes, either irregularly or regularly.

var-i-ance /'ve(s)réans/ b n. the fact or quality of
being different, divergent, or inconsistent: her light
tone was at variance with hev sudden trembling.
m the state or fact of disagreeing or quarreling:
they were at variance with all their previous allies,
m chiefly Law a discrepancy between two statements
or documents. m Law an official dispensation from a
rule or regulation, typically a building regulation.
= Statistics a quantity equal to the square of the
standard deviation.

~ORIGIN Middle English: via Old French from Latin
variantia ‘difference, from the verb variare (see
VARY),

var-i-ant /'ve(e)réont/ » n. a form or version of
something that differs in some respect from
other forms of the same thing or from a standard:
clinically distinct variants of malaria | [as modifier] a
variant spelling.

-~ ORIGIN late Middle English (as an adjective in the
sense ‘tending to vary’): from Old French, literally
‘varying,’ present participle of varier (see vary).
The noun dates from the mid 19th cent.

var-i-ate /'ve(a)ré-it, -, at/ » n. another term for
RANDOM VARIABLE,

var-i-a-tion /ve(a)ré'asHan/ » n. 1 a change or
difference in condicion, amount, or level, typically
with certain limits: regional variations in house
prices | the figures showed marked variation from
year to year. m Astronomy a deviation of a celestial
body from its mean orbit or motion. m Mathematics
a change in the value of a function due to small
changes in the values of its argument or arguments.
m (also magnetic variation) the angular difference

1915

between true north and magnetic north at a
particular place, ® Biology the occurrence of an
organism in more than one distinct color or form.
2 adifferent or distinct form or version of
something: hurling is an Ivish variation of field
hockey. m Music a version of a theme, modified in
melody, rhythm, harmony, or ornameuntation,
S0 as to present it in a new but still recognizable
form: theve is an eleven-bar theme followed by seven
variations and a coda | figurative variations on the
perennial theme of marital discord. m Ballet a solo
dance as part of a performance.

—DERIVATIVES var-i-a-tion-al /-SHanl/ ad].

—ORIGIN late Middle English (denoting variance
or conflict): from Old French, or from Latin
variatio(n-), from the verb variare (see vary)

var-i-a-tion-ist /ve(o)ré'asHonist/ » n. a person
who studies variations in usage among different
speakers of the same language.

var-i-ce-al /vara'séal/ » adj. Zoology & Medicine of,
relating to, or involving a varix.

—ORIGIN 1960s: from Latin varix, varic-, on the
pattern of words such as corneal and larynyeal.

var-i-cel-la /varo'selo/ p n. Medicine technical
term for cHickenpox. m (also varicella-zoster) a
herpesvirus that causes chickenpox and shingles;
herpes zoster.

—ORIGIN late 18th cent.: modern Latin, irregular
diminutive of varioLa,

var-i-ces /['vars séz/ plural form of varix,

var-i-co-cele /'variko,sél/ » n. Medicine a mass of
varicose veins in the spermatic cord

- ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: from Latin varix, varic-
‘dilated vein’ + -ceLE.

var-i-col-ored /'ve(a)rikslard/ (Brit. varicoloured)
» adj. consisting of several different colors

—ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin varius ‘diverse’ +
COLORED.

var-i-cose /'varakos/ » adj. [attrib,] affected by
a condition causing the swelling and tortuous
lengthening of veins, most often in the legs:
varicose veins.

—DERIVATIVES var-i-cosed adj., var-i-cos-i-ty
/vari'késité/ n.

—ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin varicosiis,
from varix (see vaRrix)

var-ied /'ve(a)réd/ » adj. incorporating a number
of different types or elements; showing variation
or variety: a little effort to make life pleasant and
varied | a long and varied career.

—DERIVATIVES var.ied-ly adv.

var-i-e-gat-ed /'ver(é)o gatid/ » adj. exhibiting
different colors, esp. as irregular patches or streaks:
variegated yellow bricks. m Botany (of a plant o1
foliage) having or consisting of leaves that are
edged or patterned in a second color, esp. white as
well as green. m marked by variety: his variegated
and amusing observations.

—DERIVATIVES var-i-e-gate /'ve(o)r(é)igat/,
var-i-e-ga-tion / ver(é)i'gasHon/ n.

—ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin variegat- ‘made
varied’ (from the verb variegare, {from varius
‘diverse’) + -ep2.

va-ri-e-tal /vo'ristl/ » adj. 1 (of a wine or grape)
made from or belonging to a single specified variety
of grape.

2 chiefly Botany & Zoology of, relating to, characteristic
of, or forming a variety: varietal nanies

» n. a varietal wine or grape.

~DERIVATIVES va-ri-e-tal-ly adv.

va-ri-e-ty /vo'rioté/ » n. (pl.varieties) 1 the quality
or state of being different or diverse; the absence of
uniformity, sameness, or monotony: it’s the varizty
that makes my job so enjoyable. m (a variety of) a
number or range of things of the same general class
that are different or distinct in character or quality:
the center offers a variety of leisure activities. m a
thing that differs in some way from others of the
same general class or sort; a type: fifty varieties
of fresh and frozen pasta. W a form of television
or theater entertainment consisting of a series of
different types of acts, such as singing, dancing, and
comedy: in 1937 she did another season of variety | |as
modifier) @ variety show.

2 Biology a taxonomic category that ranks below
subspecies (where present) or species, its members
differing from others of the same subspecies

or species int minor but permanent or heritable
characteristics. Varieties are more often recognized
in botany, in which they are designated in the

style Apium graveolens var, dulce. Compare with
FoRrM (sense 3 of the noun) and susspecies. m a
cultivated form of a plant. See cuttivar. m a plant or
animal that varies in some trivial respect from its
immediate parent or type.

—PHRASES variety is the spice of life proveib new and
exciting experiences make life more interesting.

varmint

—ORIGIN late 15th cent.: from French variété or Latin
varietas, from varius (see various).

va-ri-e-ty meats » plyral n. meat consisting of the
entrails and internal organs of an animal.

varri-e-ty store p n. a small store selling a wide
range of inexpensive items.

var-i-form /'ve(a)ro form/ » adj. (of a group
of things) differing from one another in form:
variform languages. m (of a single thing or a mass)
consisting of a variety of forms or things: a variform
education

—ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latin varius ‘diverse’ +
-FORM.

va-ri-o-la jvo'risle, ve(a)ré'dla/ » n. Medicine technical
term for sSMALLPOX

—DERIVATIVES va-ri-o-lar /-lor/ adj., va-ri-o-lous
/-1as/ adj. (archaic).
—ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from medieval Latin,
literally ‘pustule, pock,” from Latin varius ‘diverse.’
var-i-o-loid /'ve(o)réa loid/ Medicine » adj. resembling
smallpox.

» n. a mild form of smallpox affecting people
who have already had the disease or have been
vaccinated against it.

var-i-om-e-ter /ve(e)ré‘imitor/ » n. 1 a device for
indicating an aircraft’s rate of climb or descent.
2 an inductor whose total inductance can be varied
by altering the relative position of two coaxial coi!s
connected in series, or by permeability tuning, and
so can be used to tune an electric circuit
3 an instrument for measuring variations in the
intensity of the earth’s magnetic field.

vari-o-rum /,ve(a)ré'érom/ » adj. (of an edition of
an author’s works) having notes by various editors
or commentators.  including variant readings from
manuscripts or earlier editions.

» n. a variorum edition.

—ORIGIN early 18th cent.: genitive plural of varius
‘diverse, from Latin editio cum notis variorum
‘edition with notes by various (commentators).’

var-i-ous /'ve(o)réos/ » adj. different from one
another; of different kinds or sorts: dresses of
various colors | his gricvances were many and
various. @ having or showing different properties or
qualities: their environments are locally various.

» determiner & pron. move than one; individual and
separate: (as determiner| various people arrived late | [as
pronoun| various of her friends had called.

—DERIVATIVES var-i-ous-ness n.

—ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin varius
‘changing, diverse’ + -ous

| USAGE In standard English, the word various is |
normally used as an adjective. It is best reserved

| for contexts indicating variety, and should not

| be used as a synonym for several. in colloquial
American <peech, various is sometimes also used

(as though it were a pronoun) followed by of,

as in various of her friends had called ~—~another

way of saying some of or several of. This use is

discouraged by some traditionalists, however,

because various is properly an adjective, not a

pronoun

var-i-ous-ly /'ve(a)réasle/ » adv. in several or
different ways: his early successes can be variously
accounted for.

Va-ris-can /va'riskon/ » adj. Geology another term for
HERCYNIAN.

—~ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from Latin Varisci (the
name of a Germanic tribe) + -an.

var-is-tor /vo'ristar/ » n. a semiconductor diode
with resistance dependent on the applied voltage
—ORIGIN 1930s: contraction of varying resistor,

var-ix ['ve(a)riks/ » n. (pl varices /'ve(o)riaséz/)
1 Medicine a varicose vein
2 7oology each of the ridges on the shell of a
gastropod mollusk, marking a former position of the
ﬂperture.

- ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin,

var-let /'virlot/ » n. 1 historical a man or boy acting as
an attendant or servant. m a knight’s page.
2 aichaic a dishonest or unprincipled man.

—DERIVATLVES var-let-ry /-1atré/ n.

—ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French,
variant of valet ‘attendant’ (see vaLet). The sense
‘rogue’ dates from the mid 16th cent.

var-mint /'virment/ » n, dialect, informal a troublesome
wild animal. m a troublesome and mischievous
person, esp. a child.

—ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: alteration of vermiIn,

PRONUNCIATION KEY 0 ago, up, orover,fur; ahat;
aate, dcar, elet; esee; ifit, 1by; NG sing;
0go; Olaw,for, oitoy, 00 good; 00goo; ouout;
TH thin; TH then; zH vision
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