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A GENUINE MERRIAM-WEBSTER 

Th e Webster alone is no guarant ee of excellence. It is u ed by a 
enam · 1 d b ye number of publishers and may serve mainly to mis ea an unwary u r. 

Merriam-WebsterTM is the name you should look for when you c~n idcr 
th purchase of dictionaries or other fine reference books. It car~re lh~ 
re;utation of a company that has been publishing since 18' I and r your 
assurance of quality and authorit y. 

Copyrigh1 © 1998 by Merriam-Webs1er, lncorporared 

Philippines Copyright 1998 by Merriam-Web fer, lncorpora1ed 

Library of Congress Ca1aloging in Publication Data 
Main entry under title: 

Merriam-Webster's collegiate dictionary. - 10th ed. 
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Includes index. 
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alk. paper). - ISBN 0-87779-710-2 (deluxe indexed : alk. paper). - I BN 
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COLLEGIATE is a registered trademark of Merriam-Webster, Incorporated 
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reproduced or copied m any form or by any means-graphic , electronic, or mechani­
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widJoot written permission of the publisher. 
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bl \di-'li-n:>-b ol\ adj (ca . 1660) I : ab le to be defi~cd 2 
dt'-fir• ~ specified to have u par1icular function or opcratton (,....., 
: ab c rode fln•ably \-'li -no-bl c\ adv kcr>- di 'fin\ vb de,fined · de,fin,ing [ME . Ir. MF & L; MF defin er. dt \'.'~},,;;,,_ rr. de- + .fi11i~e. to li!f1il , end, Ir. fini s bo_u_ndory, end l vt 
(f· ) 1 8 : to determine or 1dcnufy th ~ cssentml qu a litie s or meaning ,1th icver -s us as human ) b : to d iscover nnd set fo~th the mean­
? " 3( n word) c • to crcntc on a co mput er ( ........ n wind ow)( ......, a 
mg ocdr OS> 2 o. 10 °fix or mnrk the limit s or : DEMARCATE ( rigidly 
Proc ure · k d" · I d t ") d . def, rd property Jines) b : 10 ma c 1stmc1, c cnr, or c a1 c esp. m 

;': (: ( th e issues aren ' t too w ell defin ed) 3 : CI-IARACrE RIZE. OISTIN­
out _m(y u....., your self by th e choices yo u make - De11iso11 Univ. Bufl .} 
!!_.1;; 1: 1g make u defini1io11 - de-fin c-ment \ -'On -m :mt\ 11 - dc-fm-

er ~-•~:~~~~~m \di-,fi -nc -'en -dom\ 11_. pl -do \- d_o\ [L , someth ing 10 be d.r,~•:.:i. neur ._or defini endu s. geru nd ive of defi 111re] ( 1871) : on expres-
sion 1h01 is bcm• defin ed . . . d" fi - ' ( ) h- \ 

d r· · e.ns \di -"'fi-nC-,cnz\ 11, pl d c •ft n •1•c n •tU1 \ 1-, 1-nc- en t -s c-J 
e, '""' of dc/it1ire) ( 1871): on exp ressio n tha t defines: DEFINITION 

£.;,i~;Jie \'dc,-f:,-nll, 'def-~,, ~ arJj [L d efi nitus, pp, of defi nireJ ( 1553) I 
• h ,'lng distinct or ccrta .in limit s (S<?t _, standard s. for pup1 s to meet) i a . free or oll ambiguity , uncertaint y, o r obscunt y (demand ed a _, 

: • r) b : UNQUESTIONABLE. DECIO~D ( l ~ C quart~rback _was a:- h~ro 
":, ~) 3 : rypically designa tiryg an 1dcn11fied or 1mmcd101ely !den11fi­
l bl > rson or thing ( the -- or11clc ,he) 4 o : being co nstant m num ­
~ c ~ Jess than 20. and occurring in m uh iples of the peta l number 

51~~~5 --) b : CVMO~E ~a ....., tnflorcsce ncc) sy n sec EXPLICIT -
ef.j,nite-lY ad v - dcf,1,mte, ncs~ 11 

def'inile integral 11 (18~ ) : the d iffere nce between the values of the 
m tcgral of 3 given fun c t!On J{x) for an upper value ban d a lo wer va lue 
0 of the independent vann ble X • • , • • 

def,i ,nl•tion \,d e-1:>-'ni-shon\ 11 (M E diffi111c1ou11, Ir. MF defi 111t1q11, Ir. 
L definition -. defi11itio. Ir . dqlim re] ( 14c) I : an a_ct of dc1erm1111?g; 

if · rhc form al proc la mu11on of n Roman Cu thohc dogma 2 a . a 
~~enl expre ssing th cesscnt ml na tu re of so m.c1hing b : a sta1.e~ ent 
r the meaning of a word or wo.rd gro up or a S!&n or symbo l (d1ct1C?n­

~ry - s) c : a produ ct of definin g 3 : th e ~c.11on or pr?<:ess of defin ­
ing 4 a : the action or the power of descnbing, exp lam 1!1C· or _ma½­
in definite and clea r ( th e ,_ of ,a telescope ) (~er co1:11'? genius 1 
beg ond ~ > b ( I_) : clnri r_y_ or v1su_nl presen ta tion : dos11nc1ness or 
ou~ ine or derail ( b1gh-defin111011 1clcvos1011) (2J : clari ty !'SP· or '!'u ~1-
C3.1 so und in rcpr od ucuory c : sharp d~m~r-~uo n of. ou 1hncs or ln,:ul s 

3 j 3 cket wuh d istinct w~ust -- ~ - def •1_-n••~10n-al \- n1-sh::>-n}~ ad1 
1 e,fin,i,tive \di -'fi-n~-11v\ adj [M E ~iffi ntty/. Ir_. M F _defim ti/. _lr. L 
d <finitivu>. fr. definitu s] ( l4c_) I : scrvong to pr~v 1d_e a Iona) solu11on or 
10 end 3 si tuat ion (a ,_ victory) 2. : authontauve an d_ appa r~ntl y 
ulutustive (a ~ editi on ) 3 o : servong 10 define or speci fy prec,se ly 
( ~ law s) b : servin g as u per fect exam ple : QUINTESSENTIAL (a ~ 
bourgeois) 4 : fully diller cnt ia1cd or deve loped (a ~ organ) . 5 of . a 
post.age stamp: issued a a regular stamp for lhe cou!11r_Y '?r tern tory m 
~bich it is to be used sy n see CONCLUSIVE - de•hn•••tavc-ly ad v -
de,fin,l ,tiv e,ness n 

!definitive n (1951) : a defi11111ve postage stamp - com pare PROVJ. 

d~fi~i;ive host n (1 901): the host in which the sexual rep roduc tion of 
a parasite lakes place - comp are INTE~ MEDIAT~ l·l?ST I 

de-fi ,ni,tize \'de-F;,.n :,-,liz, d1-'fi-\ vt -11zed; -tt z ,,n g ( 1876) : to make 

d'!,.1t~ \\ude \di -'fi-n :,-,tiid , -,tyiid \ n [irreg . fr. defi nite] ( 1836): PRECl­

d~lj;.~~~ {~~\,- ,grat\ vb -g rot,ed ; -g rat , in g [L d ef/ agratu s, pp . of 
d ef/agrare 10 bum down , Ir . de- + f/ agrare to burn - more at BLACK] 

1 (ca . 1727): to cause 10 dcn ogra te - comp a,e DETONATE I ~ vi : 10 
bum r:,pidly with int ense hea t and spa rks berng given orr - def.ln­
gra,tion \,def -1:,-'gra- sh~n\ n 

de-flate \di- 'n lit, ,di'-\ vb de,flat, e d; d e,fl n t-in g [d e- + -f/ at e_ (~ in 
u,Jlate)J vr (1891) I _: 10 release a_1r or gas. fro m _2 : 10 redu ce on size, 
imponance . or effectiveness (- his ego wnh cutt!ng remark s) 3 : to_ 
reduce (a price level) or ca use (3 volum e of credit ) to co ntr ac t ,_ vr 
: to Jose finnness th rough or as if th ro ugh rhe es<;3P< or contained gas 
syn sec CO!<TRACT- de,fla,tor also d e, fla,ter \- na-.tar\ n 

de-fla ,tion \di- 'n a-s hon, ,de-\ n ( 1891) I : an act o r m lance of denat­
iog : 1hc sta te of bein g . dcOated 2 : .a co ntra c1ion in. th~ vol~me of 
3vailab lc money or c red11 th at result s in a gener al dechnc in pnces 3 
: 1be erosion of soil by lhe wind - de,fln,tion,nry \ -sha- ,nei •e\ adj 

de-fleet \ d i-'nek r, de-\ vb [L d efl ectere 10 bend down , tum aside , fr . d e-
+ f/tt:rere 10 bend] vt (ca . 1555) : to tum as ide esp . from a straight 
course or fixed d irection ,_ v, : lo turn aside: DEVIATE - de-fleet• 
able \-'nek-1:>-bol\ adj - de,flec,tive \-tiv\ adj - de,flec,tor \-tor\ 
n 

de•flec,tion \di-'nek-shon. de-\ n ( 1605) 1 : a turn ing aside or off 
co urse ; DEVIATION 2 : 1hc departure or an indica tor or pointer from 
Lhe zero reading on the sca le of an ins1rument 

de,flexed \'d c-,nek st , di-'\ adj [L def/ ex us, pp. or d ef/ec tere] (1826) 
: rumcd abruptly downward (a~ lea f) 

de-flo-ra,lion \,def-1:o-'ra-s han , ,de-no-\ 11 [M E def/oracloun, Ir. MF & 
LL; MF def/oracian , fr . LL def/o ration- , cfef/ora tio, Ir . def/orore] (I 5c) 
: rupture of the hymen 

de.flow-er \(,)d c-'flau (-o) r\ vt [ME def/ouren . fr . MF or LL ; OF des­
f/orer, Ir . LL def/orore , fr. L d e- + f/or -, f/os nower - more a r BLOW] 
(14<:) I : 10 deprive of virginity 2: to take away the prime beauty of 
- de-flow-er-er n 

de-fog \( ,ldc- '16g, -'fag\ VI ( 1904) : 10 remove log or condensed mois­
ture from - de,fog.ger n 

de-fo-ll•ant \(,)dc-'fo-lc-~nt\ n ( 1943) : a chemica l sp ray or du st ap-
t.lied 10 plant s in order to cause the leaves to drop off prematurely 

e-fo-11,ate \ -lc-,at\ vr [LL d efoliatu s, pp . of defoliare, fr . L de- + fo­
fium leaf - more at BLADE] (1791) : 10 deprive of leaves esp. prema­
turely - de-fo-11-a,tion \(,)d e-,10-le-'a-shon\ n - de•fO•li-a•tor 
\(,ldc-'fo-le-,a-tor\ n 

de.force \(l)de-'filrs , -'16rs\ VI [ME. fr . MF defor cier . fr . de- + forcier to 
lorce] ( 15c 1 : to keep (as lands) by lorce from the rightful owner 2 
: to eject Ca person) from pos sessi on by force - de-force•ment \-'f o r­
sm~t. -'for-\ n 

definable • degenerate 303 

de,for,e s•ta,tion \(,)dc -,for-o-'stii-shan , -,far-\ 11 (1874) : rhe ac tion or 
proces s of clearing of forests; also: the state of having been cleared of 
forest s - de,for,est \( ' )dc-'f6r-osr , -'far -\ vr 

de,form \di -'lonn, de-\ vb [ME , fr. OF or L ; OF d eform er, Ir . L defar­
mare, fr. de- + formare 10 form, fr . forma form] vt ( 15c) I : 10 spoi l 
the form of 2 a : 10 spoil the looks or : DISFIGURE (a face ~ed by 
bitterness ) b : to mar the character or (a marriage --ed by jealousy) 
3 : to alter the shape of by stres s ,._ vi : 10 become misshape n or 
chan ged in shape - dc,form,able \-ma-bo l\ adj 
syn DEFORM , DISTORT. CONTORT , WARP means to mar or spoil by o r as if 
by twisting . DEFORM may imp ly u change of shape through st ress , 
injury , or some occident or ~row th (his race was deformed by hatred) . 
DISTORT and CONTORT both imp ly a wrenching from the nat ural , nor­
mal, or ju stly proportioned, but CONTORT sugges ts a more invo lved 
twisting and a more grotesque and painful result ( the odd camera 
angle distorts the figure in the pho tograp h) (disease had painfully 
co,uorted her body ) . WARP ind ica tes physica lly a n uneven shrin king 
that bend s or twist s our of a nor plane ( warped noorboards ). 

de,fo r,mol,i ze \( ,)dc-'fi>r-mo-,liz\ vr ( 1880) : to make less formal 
de•f or 0 ma•tion \ ,dC-,f6r-'m5.-sh:m , ,de-far-\ ,1 (I Sc) 1 : altera tion of 

£orm or shape ; also: the prod uct of suc h alte ration 2 : the ac tion of 
deformin g : the stat e of being deformed 3 : change for the worse -
de, for,ma,tion,ol \ -sho-n' I\ adj 

de,for,m a, t ive \di -'16r-mo-tiv , de-\ adj(l64 I): rending 10 deform 
d e-formed adj (15c) : dist orted or un shapely in form : MISSHAPEN 
d e,fo r,mi,ty \d i-'16r-m:>-re, de-\ n. pl -ties [ME d eformi te, Ir . MF 
deff orm eteit , fr. L def orm ita1-, def orm itas, Ir. deform is deformed, Ir. de-
+ fa rma ] ( 15c) I : the Sla te or being deformed 2 : IMPERFECTION, 
DLEMISl-1: as o : a phy sical blemi sh or distortion : DISFtCUREMENT b 
: a mora l or aesthetic naw o r defect 

de ,fraud \ d i-'lr 6d , de-\ vt [ME , Ir . MF defraud er, fr. L d efraudare, Ir . 
d e- + fraudare 10 chea t , fr. f raud -. frau s fraud] ( 14c) : to deprive of 
somethin g by decep tion or fraud sy n sec CHEAT - de,frnud,er \di ­
'fr6-d~r\ n 

de,froy \d i-'frii. de-\ vt [M F deff rayer, fr . d es- de- + frayer to expend, 
fr. OF, fr . (assumed) Of' Jra i expendi tur e, lit., damage by breaking, fr . 
L f ractum , neut . of frac cus, pp . of frang ere to break - more a t BREAK] 
(1536) 1 : 10 provide for th e payment of: PAY 2 archaic: 10 bear the 
expe nses or - de,fray,abl e \-o-b al\ adj - de,fray,al \-'lr ii(-o)I\ 11 

d e,frock \(,)d c-'lr ak\ VI (1581) I : to deprive (as a pries t) or the right 
to exercise the function s of office 2 : to remove from a position of 
honor or pri vilcgc 

de,fro s t \di -'lr 6sr, 'de-,\ VI ( 1895) 1 : to relea se lrom a frozen state (~ 
meat) 2: to free from ice (~ the refrigera tor) ~ vi: to th aw out esp. 
from a deep.frozen Slate - de 0 frost•er n 

deft \ 'deft\ adj [ME defte gen tle - more at DAFT] (15c): characterized 
by facility and ski ll syn see DEXTEROUS - deft,l y ad v - deft,ness 
\'d el(r)-nos\ 11 

d e,f unct \di -'fo~kt. de-\ adj [L defunctu s, Ir. pp. or defu11gi 10 finish, 
d ie, Ir . de- + fungi to perform - more ar FUNCTION] ( 1599) : no longe r 
living, exis lin g, or functioning ( the commit tee is now .......,) syn see 
DEAD 

de,fund \ ( )dc-'fand\ vr (1948) : 10 withdraw funding from 
de,fuse \ (,)dc-'fyiiz\ VI (1943) 1 : to remove the fuse from (as a mine 
or bomb ) 2: to make less harmful, po tent, or ten se (~ the crisis) 

1de,fy \di-'li , de-\ vt de,fied; de,fy,ing [ME. to renounce faith in, 
challenge , Ir . MF defier, fr. de- + fie, 10 entru st, fr . (ass um ed) VL 
fidare, alter . o f L fide re 10 trust - more at DlDE] ( 14c) 1 arc/1aic: 10 
challenge to com bat 2 : to challenge to do somethin g co nsidered 
impo ssib le : DAR E 3 : to co nfr ont with assured power of res1sta nce 
: OISREOARD ( --p ubli c opi nion ) 4: to resist attempts at: WITHSTAND 
( th e paintings,_ classificatio n) 

2de,fy \di- 'fi, 'd e-,\ n, pl defies ( 1580) : CHALLENGE. DEFIANCE 
de,gn,ge \,d li-,ga- 'zh a\ adj (F, fr. pp . o r degager to put at case. Ir. OF 

desgaiier to redeem a pledge , free, Ir. des- de- + gage pledge - more at 
GAGE ( 1696) I : free of constraint : ONCHALANT 2: being free an d 
easy clothes with a ~ look ) 3 : extend ed with toe pointed in prepa­
ratio n for a ba llet srer 

de,g__as \(,)d e-'g as\ vt 1928) : to remove gas from (~ an electron tube) 
de Gaull-ism \di -'go- ,li-zom, -'go-\ 11 (1943): GAULLlSM - de Gaull­
ist \-lost\ n 

de,gn uss \ (,)de-'gau s\ VI [de- + ga uss, alter Karl F. Gau ss] (ca . 1940) 
: to remove or neutraliz e the magnetic fie.Id of(,_ a ship ) (-- a mag­
netic tape )- de- ~a uss,er n 

de ,g en,er,a,cy \d 1-'je n-r:>-se, -'je -n~-. de-\ n, pl -cies (1664) 1 : the 
stare of being degenerate 2 : th e process of becoming degenerate 3 
: sexual perversion 4 : the cod ing of an amino acid by more than one 
codon 

lde,gen,er-ate \di-'jen-r.>1, -'je -no-, de-\ adj [ME degene ra1. Ir . L 
degeneratus. pp . of degenerare to dcgcnerat«:-- fr. de~ + gen~r-, genus 
race, kin d - more at KtN] (15c) 1 a : having dcchncd (as m nature , 
character, slructur c, or funclion) from an ancestral or former state b 
: having sunk to a condition below that which is ~o.rmal to a type ; esp 
: hav ing sunk to a lower and usu. corrupl and v1c1ous state c : DE­
GRADED 2 2 : bein g math ematically simpler (as by having a !actor or 
constant equal to zero) than the typical case (a ~ hyperbola) 3 
: characteri zed by atoms stripped of their electrons and by very great 
density (-- matt er); al.so : consisting or degenerate matter (a ,...,_, star ) 
4 : ha ving 1wo or more states or su~ivision s ~-- en.ergy level} . 5 
: having more than one codon represen tmg an ammo acid; also : being 
suc h a codo n syn sec v1c1ous - de-gen-er•ate,ly adv - de-gen-er-
ate,ness n . 

'de,gen-er-ate \d i-'je-nd•,ri t, de-\ vi (1545) 1: to_pas~ from a higher 
to a lower type or condition : DETERIORATE 2: to smk mto a low mtel~ 
lectual or moral state 3 : to decline in quality (the poetry gradually 
~s into jingles) 4: to decline from a condition or from the standards 
of a species, race , or breed S: to evolve or develop mto a less autono-

\o\ abut \ "\ kitten , F table \or\ further \a\ ash \i\ ace \ii\ mop, mar 
\au\ out \ ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ 110 \i\ hit \I\ ice \j\ job 
\o\ sina \ o\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \lh\ the \il\ loot \u\ 1001 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \a , k, ", a:, oe. "'• ir, '\ see Guide to Pronunciation 

IPR2025-00110 
Ergo Baby Carrier EX2001 Page 7



0 a. 
::::, 

Merriam-Webster's 

Collegiate ® Dictionary 
TENTH EDITION 

A l00th-anniversary edition with hundreds of brand-new 
up-to-date words and meanings _ 1 

EASY-TO-UNDERSTAND DEFINITIONS HELP YOU 
COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY. 

• More than 215,000 definitions deliver extensive coverage of the words you need. 
• Illustrations and tables aid understanding and offer information at a glance. 

SPELLINGS AND PRONUNCIATIONS HELP YOU 
WRITE AND SPEAK ACCURATELY. 

• Entries present correct spellings for more than 160,000 words and phrases. 
• Detailed symbols show most-common pronunciations and acceptable variants. 

USAGE GUIDES AND SYNONYM PARAGRAPHS HELP YOU 
CHOOSE THE RIGHT WORD. 

• Authoritative usage notes and paragraphs answer questions about how words are used. 
• Synonym paragraphs go beyond a thesaurus to explain shades of difference among words. 

SPECIAL SECTIONS OFFER UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION TO HELP 
BUILD YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND KNOWLEDGE. 

• Special sections include: Biographical Names, Geographical Names, Abbreviations, 
foreign Words and Phrases, Signs and Symbols. 

• A Handbook of Style provides essential information to improve your writing. 

Your #1 Language Resource 
From the Inkwell to the Internet 

X002651TSF 
Nebster Inc. 
l, MA 01102 I II 111111111111111111 w.m-w.com 

UeedGood - Merriam-Webster'■ Colleglat ;d: MERRIAM 

z 
c( 
w 

ISBN 0-87779-709-9 

IPR2025-00110 
Ergo Baby Carrier EX2001 Page 8




