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HIGH BROWSE Apple introduces update to Safari
browser which could change the internet FOREVER
Tech giant praised by privacy campaigners for clamping down on 'cookies'.
Safari will now use 'intelligent tracking prevention' to block certain websites
from following users around the internet

Published: 17:43, 19 Sep 2017

APPLE has been praised by privacy campaigners after introducing a
new feature in its Safari web browser that clamps down on cookies
which track online browsing habits.

The new version of Safari, which is due to be released for Apple's
phones and tablets later on Tuesday, contains a default feature
known as intelligent tracking prevention which will block certain
websites from following users around the internet.
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Apple's Safari browser will be updated today and it could have a big effect on
the way the internet works Credit: EPA

This practice is often used to push adverts to users based on other
items they have searched for online and the move has angered
advertisers, but Apple says users have a right to privacy.

Renate Samson, chief executive of privacy group Big Brother Watch,
said the move was a step forward for consumer privacy on the web.

"Apple's disruption of ad tracking cookies is a very welcome step in
improving our online privacy," she said.

"Users of Safari will now be able to automatically block the insidious
monitoring undertaken by the prying eyes of invisible advertising
companies who share and sell the details of all our internet activity in
order to influence our decision-making and lifestyle choices."

But online advertisers have hit out at the change, with six US
advertising bodies penning an open letter to the tech giant stating
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they were deeply concerned about the nature of the feature.

They urged the firm to rethink a plan they claim would "risk
disrupting the valuable digital advertising ecosystem that funds
much of today's digital content and services".

Cookies are small text files placed on a computer that help websites
tag who is logged in, but have become crucial to advertisers as a way
of building a picture of the browsing habits of users, enabling them
to more accurately target them with adverts.
Blocking of cookies in some capacity is already possible in previous
versions of Safari and in other browsers, but Apple is set to use a new
algorithm to better target those used for tracking.

APPLE OF MY I Ten secret (and VERY handy) functions you
never knew your iPhone had

The new intelligent tracking prevention will use machine learning to
identify cookies that were desirable or helpful to users, the firm says,
and block those used for advert-targeting.

In response to the advertisers' letter, Apple said: "Ad tracking
technology has become so pervasive that it is possible for ad tracking
companies to recreate the majority of a person's web browsing
history.

"This information is collected without permission and is used for ad
re-targeting, which is how ads follow people around the internet."

The feature will also arrive on the desktop version of Safari when
Apple launches its next update to its macOS computer software,
called High Sierra, on September 25.

MORE APPLE STORIES FROM THE SUN'S TECH TEAM

11TH HEAVEN iOS 11 is released TODAY so
here's how to install it and what to expect
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TIGHT SECURITY Lisa Appleton gets stopped
by airport security over 'sex toy'

ONE I ON THE FUTURE Forget the iPhone X -
rumours about the NEXT Apple handset are
already swirling round the web

FACE FACTS Apple reveals clever iPhone X
security feature for its Face ID

YOU MIGHT LIKE

SAD END Holidaymaker who vanished
after being escorted off plane 'died
falling from height'

DISGUSTING I caught my husband
having sex with his ‘favourite’ cousin -
I was asleep nearby
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SAD LOSS Missing mum's tragic cause
of death revealed after she was found
dead in river

SWEET DEAL Major supermarket
slashes cost of 1L Baileys to just £8.50
in 'astonishing' deal

CASH RELEASE Discover equity release
and its alternatives

BEDDER BELIEVE I walked in on my
wife cheating - I recorded it and now
can't stop watching

BEDDER BELIEVE I can't stop having
sex, watching porn & masturbating -
it's not sexy or fun

STRICTLY NOT ON Watch as a celeb
storms off set after insult from
Strictly’s Gorka Marquez

CASH FLOW What are the pros and
cons of equity release?

THE BREAST I’ve been with my hubby
40 years, ‘happy ending’ massages
reignited our marriage
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CRY FOR HELP I’m 27 & I’ve had sex
with over 200 people - I even slept
with brother-in-law

ATTACK CASE McGregor pinned
woman, put her in arm lock & raped
her in hotel, court hears

'GANG ATTACK' Horror as woman is
'dragged out of car & sexually
assaulted by gang'

PAY DAY I'm a sex worker at 80 and
won't retire, older ladies have it better
than young 

TRIP TRAGEDY 'Cheeky' boy, 5,
drowned in hotel pool just one day
into first family holiday

MUM'S HELL Murdered teen's mum
feared 'dying in same way' after being
attacked at his grave
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