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History of APIs - Google Maps API

Jan 30, 2011

On June 29th, 2006, Google launched Google Maps API (https://googleblog.blogspot.com/2005/06/world-is-your-

javascript-enabled_29.html) allowing developers to put Google Maps on their own sites using JavaScript.
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The API launch was just shy of 6 months after the release of Google Maps as an application
(https://googleblog.blogspot.com/2005/02/mapping-your-way.html), and was in direct response to the number of
rogue applications developed that were hacking the application.

(https://code.google.com/apis/maps/index.html)Google Maps was

immediately so popular that developers hacked the JavaScript interface \/
and developed application such ashousingmaps.com '_ (‘)gle
“maps

(http://www.http//googleblog.blogspot.com/2005/02/mapping-your-

way.html) and chicagocime.org (http://www.chicagocime.org). The

demand was so great for information on hacking Google Maps it

spawned books such as Mapping Hacks
(http://oreilly.com/catalog/9780596007034) and Google Hacks
(http://oreilly.com/catalog/9780596004477) from O'Reilly (http://www.oreilly.com/).

Google Maps API (https://code.google.com/apis/maps/index.html) started a trend of APl mashups with its

valuable location based data, with over 2000 mashups to date.

The API demonstrates the incredible value of geographic data

(https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geographic_data) and mapping APIs (http://www.apievangelist.com/), as well as the
power users can have in influencing the direction an application or API takes. Lars Rasmussen, the original
developer of Google Maps commented how much he learned from the developer community by watching how
they hacked the application in real-time, and they took what they learned and applied it to the APl we know

today.
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YNNI (1itps://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/api-evangelist-conversations/id1765157921)

uvg‘ﬁ%”be (https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL5x2w5x0IRnH8znS7v0pAjZJJO818WwMD)

‘ggf&f‘”ddoud i (https://soundcloud.com/kinlane/sets/api-evangelist-conversations)

e Spotify (https://open.spotify.com/show/3Yd46 TJIhCvXvWX7UZECFIO)
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