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generation

_spe-cifsiC (jen’der spi sif’ik), adj. for, char-
gender s':; or limited to either males or females: Lef:-
ac

1 0!

t:,;f;:ess is not gender-specific.
o (jen), n- the basic physical unit of heredity; a lin-
eno dence of nucleotides along a segment of DNA that
eal s,ells the coded instructions for synthesis of RNA,
P"’.V'h when translated into protein, leads to the expres-
which, ¥ editary character. [1911; < G Gen (1909),
siot abstracted from -gen -GEN; introduced by Danish
apper. &F Wilhelm L. Johannsen (1857-1927)]
Gg:ne (jen), n. a male given name, form of Eugene.
ggneal., genealogy. .

enealog’ical rela’tionship, Historical Ling. See
“.".glc relationship.
g‘,naamg/ical tree’. See family tree. [1805-15]
a,“e,a|.o-gy (j&’né ol/s jg, -al’-, jen’e-), n., pl. -gles.
1, a record or account of the ancestry and descent of a

srson, family, group, etc. 2. the study of family ances-
pef, a;;d histories. 3. descent from an original form or
e enitor; lineage; ancestry. 4. Biol. a group of in-
dygi%luals or species having a common ancestry: The var-
‘Ius species of Darwin’s finches form a closely knit gene-
gy, (1260-1300; ME genealogic < MF <
a,,.gélogia < Gk genealogia pedigree, equiv. to gened
face (see GENE) + -logia -LoGcY] —ge-ne-a-log-l-cal
ia/ng o loj/i kal, jen’&-), ge’ne-a-log’ic, adj. —ge’/ne-
alog/i-cal’ly, adv. _—ge/ne-al/n-gist, n.

—syn. 1. See pedigree.
gene’ amplifica’tion, 1. an increase in the fre-
ncy of replication of a DNA segment. 2. such an in-

g:rleease induced by a polymerase chain reaction. [1970-
5]
sen.e.arch (jen’e #rk’), n. a chief of a family or

tribe. (1720-30; < Gk genedrcheés fqunder of a family,
equiv. to gene(a) race (see GENE) + drchés -ARCH]
gene/ flow’/, Ecol. the alteration of the frequencies of
alleles of particular genes in a population, resulting from
interbreeding with organisms from another population
having different frequencies. [1945-50]

gene/ fre/’quency, the frequency of occurrence or
proportions of different alleles of a particular gene in a
given population. Also called allele frequency. [1925-
30]

gene/ map/ping, Genetics. 1. any of a number of
methods used to construct a model of the linear sequence
of genes of a particular chromosome. 2. the act of con-
structing such a model. [1975-80]

gene’/ pool/, the total genetic information in the
gametes of all the individuals in a population. [1945-50]
gen«er-a (jen’oar a), n. a pl. of genus.
gen-er-asble (jen’or o bel), adj. capable of being
generated or produced. [1350-1400; ME < L generabi-
I(is) creative, productive, equiv. to gener(are) to beget,
produce (see GENDER?) + -abilis -ABLE] —gen’/er-a-bil’.
ity, gen’er-a-ble-ness, n.
gen-er-al (jen’er al), adj. 1. of or pertaining to all
persons or things belonging to a group or category: a
general meeting of the employees. 2. of, pertaining to, or
true of such persons or things in the main, with possible
exceptions; common to most; prevalent; usual: the gen-
eral mood of the people. 3. not limited to one class, field,
product, service, etc.; miscellaneous: the general public;
general science. 4. considering or dealing with overall
characteristics, universal aspects, or important elements,
esp. without considering all details or specific aspects:
general instructions; a general description; a general re-
semblance one to another. 5. not specific or definite: I
could give them only a general idea of what was going
on. 6. (of anesthesia or an anesthetic) causing loss of
consciousness and abolishing sensitivity to pain through-
out the body. 7. having extended command or superior
or chief rank: the secretary general of the United Na-
lions; the attorney general. —n. 8. Mil. a. US. Army
and Air Force. an officer ranking above a lieutenant
general and below a general of the army or general of
the air force. b. U.S. Army. an officer of any of the five
highest ranks: a brigadier general, major general, lieu-
tenant general, general, or general of the army. ¢. U.S.
Marines. an officer holding the highest rank in the
corps. d. (in numerous armies) an officer in the highest,
second, or third highest rank, as one ranking immedi-
ately below a field marshal in the British army. 9. Ec-
cles. the chief official of a religious order. 10. some-
thing that is general; generality. 11. Archaic. the
general public. 12. in general, a. with respect to the
whole class referred to; as a whole: He likes people in
eneral. b. as a rule; usually: In general, the bus is here
(}'9 A.M. [1250-1300; ME < L generalis, equiv. to gener-
(s of genus) genus + -alis -aL'] —gen/er-al-ness, n.
cat}?yl!" 1, 2. customary, prevailing, regular, ordinary;
i tl':) ic. GENERAL, COMMON, POPULAR, UNIVERSAL agree
Bt e idea of being nonexclusive and widespread. GEN-
wh'i means belonging to, or prevailing throughout, a
als'o e class or body collectively, irrespective of individu-
i a general belief. CoMMON means shared by all, and
b onging to one as much as another: a common interest;
e'""w" fund; but use of this sense is frequently avoided
to Calése of ambiguity of sense. POPULAR means belonging
ge'na apted for, or favored by the people or the public
ca:"‘““)’, rather than by a particular (esp. a superior)
v“:- the popular conception; a popular candidate. UNI-
tions{“' means found everywhere, and with no excep-
G @ universal longing. 5. ill-defined, inexact, impre-
defi, .approximate. —Ant. 1. special, limited. 5.
G Inite, exact, precise.
:n’eral Account’ing Of/fice, US. Gout. an in-
Dl-:‘endent. auditing and accounting agency that assists
semg'!'ez’,s and government departments and agencies and
s claims for the federal government. Abbr.: GAO

Y] . s -
€en’era| admis’sion, an admission charge for unre-

:f:-ve[(iiile;tgoft a theatrical performance, sports event,

®Weral Agree’ment on Tar’iffs and Trade’,

A

an international organization formed in 1948 to establish
common rules governing tariffs and to eliminate restric-
tive trade practices. Abbr.: GATT

Gen/eral Amer/ican, any form of American English
speech considered to show few regional peculiarities,
usually including all dialects except for eastern New
England, New York City, Southern, and South Midland
(no longer in technical use). Abbr.: GA [1930-35, Amer.]

Gen/eral Assem’bly, 1. the legislature in some
states of the U.S. 2. the main deliberative body of the
United Nations, composed of delegations from member
nations. [1610-20, Amer.]

gen’/eral av/erage, Insurance. any damage or loss to
a ship or its cargo voluntarily sustained, as freight jetti-
soned in a storm, by all parties to a voyage (distin-
g};(i)%l']ted from particular average). Abbr.: G.A. [1690-

gen/eral avia’tion, aviation including business
flying, sports flying, and crop dusting.

Gen’eral Court’/, 1. the state legislature of Massa-
chusetts or New Hampshire. 2. (in colonial New Eng-
land) any of various local assemblies having both legisla-
tive and judicial powers. [1620-30, Amer.]

gen’/eral court’-martial, a court-martial having the

authority to try any offense against military law and to
impose a sentence of dishonorable discharge or of death
when provided by law. [1805-15]

geneer-aleCy (jen’or al s&), n. the office or tenure of a
general. [1860-65; GENERAL + -cY]

gen’/eral deliv/ery, 1. a postal service that delivers
mail to a specific post office where it is held for pickup
by the addressee. 2. the postal department that handles
such mail. [1830-40, Amer.]

gen’/eral dis’charge, Mil. 1. a discharge from mili-
tary service of a person who has served honorably but
who has not met all the conditions of an honorable dis-
charge. 2. a certificate of such a discharge.

gen/eral elec’tion, 1. U.S. Politics. a. a regularly
scheduled local, state, or national election in which vot-
ers elect officeholders. Cf. primary (def. 15). b. a state
or national election, as opposed to a local election. 2.
Brit. an election, which must be held at any time within
five years of the last election, in which constituents elect
members of the House of Commons. Cf. by-election.
(1710-20, Amer.]

gen/eral head’/quarters, US. Army the head-
quarters of the commanding officer of a large military
force. Abbr.: GHQ, G.H.Q. [1855-60]
geneer-al-is-si-mo (jen/er o lis’o md/), n., pl. -mos.
(in certain countries) the supreme commander of the
arme]d forces. [1615-25; < It, superl. of generale GEN-
ERAL

gen-er-alsist (jen’or s list), n. a person whose knowl-
edge, aptitudes, and skills are applied to a field as a
whole or to a variety of different fields (opposed to spe-
cialist). [1605-15; GENERAL + -IST]

gencer-alsisty (jen’s ral/i tg), n, pl. -ties. 1. an in-
definite, unspecific, or undetailed statement: to speak in
generalities. 2. a general principle, rule, or law. 3. the
greater part or majority: the generality of people. 4. the
state or quality of being general. [1400-50; late ME gen-
eralite < L generalitas. See GENERAL, -ITY]

—Syn. 1. truism, cliché, platitude, banality.
gencer-alsi-za-tion (jen’/sr » lo za’shen), n. 1. the
act or process of generalizing. 2. a result of this process;
a general statement, idea, or principle. 3. Logic. a. a
proposition asserting something to be true either of all
members of a certain class or of an indefinite part of that
class. b. the process of obtaining such propositions. 4.
Psychol. a. Also called stimulus generalization. the act
or process of responding to a stimulus similar to but dis-
tinct from the conditioned stimulus. b. Also called re-
sponse generalization. the act or process of making a
different but similar response to the same stimulus. c.
Also called di d gener the act or process
of responding to a stimulus not physically similar to the
conditioned stimulus and not previously encountered in
conditioning. d. the act or process of perceiving similar-
ity or relation between different stimuli, as between
words, colors, sounds, lights, or feelings; the formation of
a general notion. [1755-65; GENERALIZE + -ATION]
geneer-alsize (jen’or s liz/), v., -ized, -izsing. —uv.t. 1.
to infer (a general principle, trend, etc.) from particular
facts, statistics, or the like. 2. to infer or form (a general
principle, opinion, conclusion, etc.) from only a few facts,
examples, or the like. 3. to give a general rather than a
specific or special character or form to. 4. to make gen-
eral; bring into general use or knowledge. —uv.i. S. to
form general principles, opinions, etc. 6. to deal, think,
or speak in generalities. 7. to make general inferences.
Also, esp. Brit.,, gen’er-al-ise’/. [1745-55; GENERAL +
-1ZE] —gen’er-al-lz/a-ble, adj. —gen’er-al-iz’er, n.
gen/eralized coor’/dinates, Physics. the least
number of coordinates needed to specify the state of a
given system. [1880-85]

gen’/eralized oth’er, Sociol. an individual’s inter-
nalized impression of societal norms and expectations.

gen’eral linguis/tics, the study of the characteris-
tics of language in general rather than of a particular
language; theoretical, rather than applied, linguistics.
geneer-allly (jen’er s 18), adv. 1. usually; commonly;
ordinarily: He generally comes home at noon. 2. with
respect to the larger part; for the most part: a generally
accurate interpretation of the facts. 3. without reference
to or disregarding particular persons, things, situations,
etc, that may be an exception: generally speaking.
[1250-1300; ME; see GENERAL, -LY]

—Syn. 1. See often. —Ant. 1. seldom.
gen’/er-al-ob-li-ga’tion bond’/ (jen’or al ob’li ga’-
shen), a bond issued by a state or city and backed by
gene&'al tax revenue and the issuer’s credit. Cf. revenue
bond.

gen/eral of/ficer, Mil
colonel. [1635-45, Amer.]
gen’/eral of the air/ force/,
officer in the U.S. Air Force.
gen’/eral of the ar’mies, US. Army. a special rank
held by John J. Pershing, equivalent to general of the
army.

gen’/eral of the ar/my, US. Army. the highest
ranking military officer; the next rank above general. Cf.
fleet admiral. (1940-45]

gen/eral or’ders, Mil. 1. a set of permanent orders
from a headquarters establishing policy for a command
or announcing official acts. 2. a set of permanent orders
governing the duties and behavior of sentries on routine
guard duty. Cf. special order. [1865-70]

gen’eral paral’ysis, Pathol. a syphilitic brain dis-
order characterized by chronic inflammation and degen-
eration of cerebral tissue resulting in mental and physi-
cal deterioration. Also called gen’/eral pare/’sis.
(1890-95)

gen’/eral part/ner, a partner with unlimited liability
for the debts of the partnership. Cf. special partner.
[1885-90, Amer.]

gen’eral part’nership, a partnership in which each
of the partners is fully liable for the firm'’s debts. Cf. lim-
ited partnership.

Gen’/eral Post’al Un/ion, former name of Universal
Postal Union. Abbr.: GPU

gen’eral post/ of/fice, (in the U.S. postal system)
the main post office of a city, county, etc., that also has
branch post offices. Abbr.: G.P.O., GPO [1650-60)
gen’/eral prac’/tice. See family practice. [1815-25]
gen/eral practi/tioner, a medical practitioner
whose practice is not limited to any specific branch of
medicine or class of diseases. Abbr.: G.P. [1880-85]
gen’/eral preces’/sion, Astron. the precession that
results from both lunisolar precession and planetary pre-
cession; precession of the equinoxes.
gen-er-al-pur-pose (jen’sr sl par’/pes), adj. useful
in many ways; not limited in use or function: a good gen-
eral-purpose dictionary. [1890-95]

gen/eral quar/ters, Mil. a condition of readiness
for combat on a warship, during which crew members
remain at their battle stations and have guns and am-
munition ready for immediate loading.

g(gr}/g)ral relativ’ity, Physics. See under relativity
ef. .

gen’/eral rule’/, Law. See under rule (def. 10).

gen’/eral seman’tics, a philosoghical approach to
language, developed by Alfred Korzybski, exploring the
relationship between the form of language and its use
and attempting to improve the capacity to express ideas.
[1930-35]

Gen’eral Serv’/ices Administra’tion, U.S. Gout.
an_independent agency, created in 1949, that manages
federal property, records, construction, etc. Abbr.: GSA

gen’/eral ses’/sions, a court of general jurisdiction in
criminal cases in some U.S. states. [1685-95]

gen-er-aleship (jen’or al ship/), n. 1. skill as com-
mander of a large military force or unit. 2. the rank or
functions of a general. 3. management or leadership.
(1585-95; GENERAL + -SHIP]

gen’eral solu/tion, Math. a solution to a differen-
tial equation that contains arbitrary, unevaluated con-
stants. Cf. particular solution.

gen’/eral staff’, Mil. a group of officers who are
without command and whose duty is to assist high com-
manders in planning and carrying out orders.

gen’/eral store’/, a store, usually in a rural area, that

sells a wide variety of merchandise, as clothing, food, or
hardware, but is not divided into departments. [1825-
35, Amer.]

gen’eral strike’, a mass strike in all or many trades
and industries in a section or in all parts of a country.
(1800-10, Amer.]

gen’eral the’ory of relativ/ity, Physics.
under relativity (def. 2). [1930-35]

gen-er-ate (jen’s rat’), v., -at-ed, -at-ing. —uv.t. 1. to
bring into existence; cause to be; produce. 2. to create
by a vital or natural process. 3. to create and distribute
vitally and profusely: He generates ideas that we all
should consider. A good diplomat generates good will.
4. to reproduce; procreate. 5. to produce b{l a chemical
process. 6. Math. a. to trace (a figure) by the motion of
a point, straight line, or curve. b. to act as base for all
the elements of a given set: The number 2 generates the
set 2, 4, 8, 16. 7. Ling. to produce or specify (a gram-
matical sentence or other construction or set of construc-
tions) by the application of a rule or set of rules in a gen-
erative grammar. —v.i. 8. to reproduce; propagate.
[1350-1400; ME < L generatus produced, ptp. of gene-
rare to beget; see GENUS]

—Syn. 1. create, evolve, originate, engender, institute.

gen-er-a-tion (jen/s ra’shen), n. 1. the entire body of
individuals born and living at about the same time: the
postwar generation. 2. the term of years, roughly 30
among human beings, accepted as the average period be-
tween the birth of parents and the birth of their off-
spring. 3. a group of individuals, most of whom are the
same approximate age, having similar ideas, problems,
attitudes, etc. Cf. Beat Generation, Lost Generation.
4. a group of individuals belonging to a specific category
at the same time: Chaplin belonged to the generation of
silent-screen stars. 5. a single step in natural descent, as
of human beings, animals, or plants. 6. a form, type,

an officer ranking above

the highest ranking

See

CONCISE PRONUNCIATION KEY: act, cape, dare, part; set, 8qual; if, ice;
ox, dver, drder, oil, b3ok, boot, out; up, rge; child; sing; shoe; thin,

at; zh as in treasure. @ = a as in alone, e as in system, i as in
easily, o as in gallop, u as in circus; ® as in fire (fi’r), hour (our).
1 an&yn can serve as syllabic consonants, as in cradle (krad’l), and
button (but’n). See the full key inside the front cover.
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