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LOW PROFILE LIFT ARM FOR SMALL
SKID STEER LOADER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a small loader that is
manually operated by a standing operator at the rear of the
loader. The loader has a low lift arm profile, so that an
operator standing at the rear of the loader can see the work
area. The low profile lift arms aid side-to-side visibility.

Various small self-propelled loaders have been advanced,
where an operator will either stand or walk on the ground
behind the loader or stand on a platform on the loader frame
to manipulate the work element that is attached to the
forward ends of pivoting lift arms.

These loaders find utility in small load applications,
where loads that are too heavy for a person to lift can be
hoisted. The ability of the loaders to be operated in small
areas is important. Ease of manipulation of the bucket or
work tool, as well as the ability to see the work that is being
carried out is also important.

While it is desirable to have the pivot points for the boom
near the rear of the small loader, and relatively high so that
the reach is adequate for operation, conventional, straight lift
arms tend to block vision to the side, as they are raised.
Additionally, they will be in the way for access from the side
of the loader to components such as the engine or drive
components that are nested between the lift arms.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a small self-propelled
loader that is designed for operation by an operator standing
at the rear of the loader, and which has forwardly extending
lift arms that have center portions that are formed down-
wardly to have side portions at a low level, closely adjacent
to the top of the components that are used for driving. The
dropped or lowered side portions permit easy access to the
center of the machine frame when the arms are lowered, and
also keeps a low profile of the side portions of the arms they
raise to insure good side-to-side visibility for the operator.

The lift arms are pivoted at the uppermost, rear portion of
the frame, and extend forwardly to support a bucket, or other
work implement at the forward ends of the arms. Hydraulic
actuators are utilized for raising and lowering the lift arms,
in a normal manner.

The far rear pivot of the lift arms permits using a longer
arm on the same length machine. This increases the lift
capacity for the same size actuator and there is a longer arc
of movement. This means that the bucket or tool moves
more vertically as it initially raises, rather that having a
pronounced arcuate path that causes the bucket to move
forward a significant amount as it starts to lift.

The lift arms taper downwardly from the pivot points to
a position along the sides of the machine, and in the form
shown extend forwardly substantially parallel to the top
lengths of the tracks used for driving the machine. The
forward ends of the lift arms then are recessed on the lower
side so that they curve downwardly around the rounded
forward ends of the tracks, where the tracks go over a front
sprocket or guide wheel. When in a lowered position, the
forward ends of the lift arms will support a bucket on the
ground or support surface over which the tracks are moving.

Controls for the lift arms are all at the rear of the machine,
and accessible by an operator standing on the ground or
standing on a support platform at the rear of the machine.
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The lift arm pivots are generally a little higher than waist
high on an operator, so that the operator can see over the
highest portions of the machine, for visibility. The operating
control levers are just to the rear of the pivots for accessi-
bility of the operator.

The lift arms are made into a rigid lift arm assembly with
a cross member at the front end of the lift arms that also
supports an upright strut for mounting a cylinder or actuator
that is used for tilting the bucket or work implement.

The low profile lift arms thus provide an adequate lift
reach or height, and are dropped in the center portions for
accessibility to components and also for side to side visibil-
ity.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of a loader having lift
arms made according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the loader of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a view similar to FIG. 1 with a series of positions
of the lift arm assembly shown in dotted lines;

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view of the lift arm assembly
removed from the loader;

FIG. 5 is a front perspective view of the lift arm assembly
removed from the loader; and

FIG. 6 is an enlarged side view of the assembly of the rear
and side portions of a lift arm.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATIVE EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1, a small loader indicated generally at
10 is a walk behind powered loader that has a body or frame
12. The frame 12 supports a track assembly 14 on each side
of the loader, for propelling the loader in a forward or
reverse direction through the use of drive hydraulic motors
indicated generally at 16. Each track assembly includes a
track frame 14A, a drive sprocket 14B and a front idler
wheel 14C over which a track 14D is mounted. Bogie
wheels 14E are also provided on the track frame for support.
The drive motors 16 are operated through a pump 19 and
individual valve arrangement 18 shown schematically for
one motor. The valves for the motor and for the other
hydraulic components are controlled by valve controls 20 at
the upper end of a control panel for the loader. The pump 19
is driven by an internal combustion engine 45 mounted on
the frame 12 in a housing 17 that has a cover 17A. The
engine 45 is in the center portions of the loader, as shown.

The frame 12 has integral upright supports 22 at the rear
of the frame, and the supports 22 extend upwardly a little
higher than waist level of an operator standing on the
ground. The upright supports 22 in turn pivotally mount rear
ends of a lift arm assembly 24 on pivots 21 at the upper ends
of the supports 22. As shown, the pivots 21 are at or near the
uppermost part of the loader.

The lift arm assembly 24 includes individual lift arms 24A
and 24B, on opposite sides of the frame, and each lift arm
has a base end or rear plate portion 25 that inclines down-
wardly from the pivot 21 at an angle essentially parallel to
the rear portions of the frame and engine cover. The base end
portion 25 of each arm 24A and 24B has a bend 60 forming
a forward end that is joined to a side lift arm portion 32, the
side lift arm portions extend parallel to the upper lengths of
the respective track of the track assembly on the respective
sides of the loader. The side arm portions 32 join forward lift
arm plate portions 34 that fit around the front of the tracks,
respectively.
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The lift arm assembly 24 is raised and lowered with
extendible and retractable double acting hydraulic cylinders
or actuators 26 operating under hydraulic pressure from the
pump 19 and controlled by valves forming part of the
controls 20.

The cylinders 26 (there is one on each side, and only one
is shown) have base ends pivotally mounted as at 28 to
portions of the frame 12, and the cylinders have extendible
and retractable rods 29 that have rod ends that are pivotally
mounted with pins 30 to each of the lift arms 24A and 24B
of the lift arm assembly 24. The lift arms include the side
arms 32, and forwardly extending lift arm plate portions 34
that curve forwardly over the forward ends 36 of the drive
track 14D. There are side flanges 35 spaced from the plate
portions 34 to provide support for the outer end pivot pins.
The forward ends of the lift arms curve down and pivot pins
38 are used for mounting a quick attachment plate 40 to the
lower ends of the forward plates of conventional design. The
quick attachment plate 40 is the type normally used with the
BOBCAT® skid steer loaders made by Bobcat Company
Business Unit of Ingersoll-Rand Company.

The pins 38 permit the attachment plate 40 to be pivoted
about a horizontal axis by a bucket control cylinder 41 that
has its base end connected as at 42 to an upright strut 44
mounted on a cross member 70 that holds the lift arms 24A
and 24B together to form the lift arm assembly 24. The rod
end of the actuator or cylinder 41 is connected as at 46 to a
bracket on the attachment plate 40. A bucket 48 is shown in
position on the attachment plate 40, and this, too, is sup-
ported on the attachment plate 40 in a known manner.

When the lift arm actuators or cylinders 26 are fully
extended, as shown fragmentarily in dotted lines in FIG. 3,
the lift arms 24A and 24B are at a substantial upward angle.
The upright 44 that is used for the bucket cylinder 41, is
provided with an upwardly projecting backstop wall 46. If
the bucket 48 is heaped with objects 52, and anything tends
to roll out, the upright 46 will stop the material from rolling
back along the lift arm assembly 24 toward the operator.

As can be seen in FIGS. 4, § and 6, perhaps best, the base
portion 25 of each of the lift arms 24A and 24B is made as
a separate member that has a radius portion 60 at a lower end
thereof, with a forwardly extending portion indicated gen-
erally in dotted lines at 62 that extends into a tubular interior
of the tubular side arms portions 32. The rear portions can
be plates of steel, or can be tubes, if desired. The forward lift
arm portions 34 are plates, as can be seen perhaps best in
FIG. 5. There are contoured recesses formed with a radiused
surface 66 that is spaced from the forward ends of the tracks.

The lift arms 24 A and 24B are joined together with a cross
member 70 which is welded to the plates 34, and which is
braced with gusset plates 72. The gusset plates 72 reinforce
the forward lift arm plates 34, which hold pivot sleeves 38A
for the pins 38. The upright 44 is suitable reinforced and
gusseted back to the cross member 70 for additional
strength. The plates 72 close the ends of the side arm tubes
32 of the lift arm assembly.

As can be seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the side arm portions 32
are substantially parallel to and spaced upwardly from an
upper length or reach 76 of the track 140 that forms part of
the track assembly 14. The base portions 25 of the lift arms
extend so that the side arm portions 32 are parallel to the
longitudinal axis of the hydraulic actuators or cylinders 26.
This geometry forms a compact assembly. The cylinder rod
is attached to the plates 34, forming part of the forward lift
arm portions so when the lift arms are lowered the cylinders
26 are in the position shown in FIG. 1. There is a substantial
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mechanical advantage even in this lowered position between
the pivot point 21 and the base of the cylinders 26, where
they join the frame shown at 28.

As the lift arms are raised, as shown in the various dotted
line positions in FIG. 3, the cylinders 26 and the side arm
portions remain fairly close to parallel, so that the lifting
mechanical advantage remains substantially uniform rela-
tive to the pivots 21. Dotted line lift arm positions are shown
at 80, 82 and 84. Position 84 is a fully raised position of the
lift arms, and it can be seen that the cylinders 26 and the
center portions 32 of the lift arms stay relatively close to
parallel.

It should also be noted that the frame 12 can have
counterweights 86 mounted thereon at the rear, the size and
number are selected to be suitable for the type of operation
that is being carried out with the loader.

In operation, the operator will stand or walk behind the
loader, and operate the controls with the control handles 20
to move the loader through motors 16 and to raise and lower
the lift arm assembly 24 as desired. The side-to-side vis-
ibility is greatly enhanced by having the offset section at the
base end of the lift arm to drop the side portions 32 down
along the sides of the housing for the engine and substan-
tially parallel to the top reach or lengths of the tracks.
Additionally, the moving of the side portions of the lift arm
aids in lowering the center of gravity of the machine,
particularly in the lower portions of the lift path. The lower
center of gravity aids stability. The small loader that is
disclosed has no operator’s platform.

The propulsion system for moving the loader is disclosed
specifically as a track unit. However, skid steer loaders are
commonly mounted on wheels on the sides that are driven
simultaneously on each side, from a separate motor on each
side. The present loader can be wheel mounted, with the tops
of the wheels on a plane parallel to the center portion of the
lift arm and close to the top plane just like the top length of
the track is positioned. Thus the propulsion system that
supports the loader for movement can be sets of wheels
mounted in place of the tracks shown.

Although the present invention has been described with
reference to preferred embodiments, workers skilled in the
art will recognize that changes may be made in form and
detail without departing from the spirit and scope of the
invention.

What is claimed is:

1. Aloader having a frame, operator controls at the rear of
the frame, accessible to an operator standing or walking at
the rear of the frame, a propulsion system for moving the
frame along a surface, including drive members on opposite
sides of the frame, an engine on the frame mounted between
the drive members, the frame having upright members at the
rear portions thereof adjacent the controls and positioned at
an upper most level of the loader, a lift arm for lifting loads
including a base portion pivotally mounted to the upright
member of the frame at a pivot above the controls, a center
side portion, and a forwardly extending portion extending
forwardly of the frame and adapted for supporting a work
tool, an actuator for pivoting the lift arm about the pivot, the
lift arm base portion inclining downwardly and forwardly
from the pivot and joining the center side portion of the lift
arm, the center side portion being above and adjacent the
drive members in a lowered position of the lift arm and
positioned alongside the engine compartment, and the lift
arm center side portion joining the forwardly extending
portion, the forwardly extending portion inclining down-
wardly from the center side portion for attachment to a work
tool.
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2. The loader of claim 1, wherein said lift cylinder is
connected to the frame and extends forwardly to a forward
end of the lift arm, said lift cylinder and the center side
portion of the lift arm being substantially parallel when the
lift arm is in a lowered position.

3. The loader of claim 2, wherein the actuator has an
extendible and retractable rod connected to the lift arm at a
forwardly extending portion of the lift arm about a pivot
portioned relative to the pivot of the lift arm to the frame,
and relative to the pivot of the base of the actuator to the
frame, such that the spacing between the center side portion
of the lift arm and the actuator remains substantially the
same throughout the travel of the lift arm from a lowered to
a raised position.

4. The loader of claim 1, wherein said lift arm comprises
one lift arm of a lift arm assembly having two lift arms, one
lift arm on each of opposite sides of the engine
compartment, a cross member at a forward end of the lift
arms for rigidly joining the lift arms in spaced apart rela-
tionship.

5. The loader of claim 4, wherein said forward portions of
said lift arms comprise plate members joined to the center
side portions, and extending downwardly and forwardly
from the center side portions.

6. The loader of claim 1, wherein said drive members
comprise endless tracks that have front and rear mounting
members for the tracks to provide an upper lengths of track,
on the opposite sides of the frame, the lift arm comprising
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a lift arm assembly having lift arms on the opposite sides of
the frame above the respective upper lengths of track, and an
actuator for each lift arm, the upper length of track, the
actuator, and the center side portion of the lift arm on the
opposite sides of the frame being substantially parallel with
the upper length of track on the respective side of the frame
in a lowered position of the lift arm assembly.

7. The loader of claim 6, wherein the rear mounting
member of each track comprises a drive sprocket and the
front member comprises an idler wheel, said drive sprocket
being larger than the idler wheel.

8. The loader of claim 7, wherein said forwardly extend-
ing portions of the lift arms are formed concave on the
bottom sides thereof to generally follow the contour of the
track that is supported around the idler wheel.

9. The loader of claim 4, and gusset members holding the
plates for forming the forwardly extending portions of the
lift arms relative to the cross member.

10. The loader of claim 1, wherein said base portion of
said lift arm comprises a plate having a bend therein, and
said center side portion of said lift arm is a tube of larger size
than the plate having an interior opening, an end of the base
portion slipping into the interior opening of the side portion,
said plate having a bend therein to permit the base portion
to extend downwardly and forwardly from its pivot to the
center side portion.
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