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This new edition of The Merriam-Webster Dictionary is the
seventh in a line of Merriam-Webster paperback dictionaries
which began in 1947. It is based on and preserves the best
aspects of preceding editions, but it now includes the most
important recent vocabulary that was added to Merriam:=
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary, Eleventh Edition over the
past decade. Throughout the dictionary, over 8,000 usage
examples, including 1,000 that are newly added for this edi-
tion, illustrate meanings and help to clarify definitions. All
the new material has been based on examples of actual use
found in the Merriam-Webster citation files and in edited
texts online.

The nearly 65,000 entries and more than 75,000 definitions
in this dictionary give coverage to the most frequently used
words in the language. The heart of the dictionary is the A-Z
vocabulary section, where readers will find information
about meaning, spelling, pronunciation, etymology, and syn-
onyms. This section is followed by others that users have
long found useful: the section Foreign Words and Phrases
covers words and phrases from other languages that often
occur in English texts but have not become part of the En-
glish vocabulary; the section Biographical Names identifies
individuals from history and contemporary culture, as well
as biblical, legendary, and mythological characters; the sec-
tion Geographical Names identifies places of importance in
the United States and the world, along with current popula-
tion figures.

The Merriam-Webster Dictionary has been created by a
company that has been publishing dictionaries for more
than 150 years and continues to maintain an in-house staff
of experienced lexicographers. For this edition, the primary
editing of the main A-Z vocabulary section and the Foreign
Words and Phrases was done by Senior Editor James G.
Lowe. Daniel J. Hopkins edited the Geographical Names,
and Michael G. Belanger edited the Biographical Names.
Specialist editors included Adrienne M. Scholz for cross=
reference, Joshua S. Guenter for pronunciation, James L.
Rader for etymology, and Joan I. Narmontas for life science.
Data entry and data-file processing were handied by Daniel
B. Brandon. Susan L. Brady acted as production editor,
guiding the book through its typesetting stages, assisted by
Emily A. Vezina. Proofreaders included Tasha Martino
Bigelow, Serenity H. Carr, Ilya A. Davidovich, Allison M.
DelJordy, Joanne M. Despres, Benjamin T. Korzec, Maria A.
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adieu ¢ ad nauseam

o — adi-asbat-
without loss or gain ::;Vheat a
ik()lEA ", pl adieus or
iiliz, —dyiiz\ : FAREWELL —
adieux \o- :("- -ctionally
(glf;rtil Kr';l‘J 1:?#!' r\::-;dqin-!' 2-'ni-tam\ adv or
ad Infismi- b limit
g i:nk-‘;éln]::i,rf'zl L\I:;cji—c',:'rnlln-r:;rn. - rim\ adv
a:dmr the intervening time — ad interim
adé?.gs \aa-dé-'ds, Ji-\ interf [Sp adids, lit.,
to God] — used to express farewell
ad-i-pose \'a-da-,pos\ adj : of or relating
to animal fat @ FATTY
adj abbr 1 adjective 2 adjutant
ad-ja-cent \a-'ja-s>nt\ ad/ : situated near
or next ¢ Synonyms ADIOINING, CON-
TIGUOUS, ABUTTING, JUXTAPOSED, CON-
TERMINOUS — ad-ja-cent-ly ady
ad-jec-tive \'a-jik-tiv\ # : a word that
typically serves as a modifier of a noun
— ad-jec-ti-val \,a-jik-'ti-val\ adj — ad-
jec-ti-val-ly adv
ad-+join \a-Yj6in\ v : to be situated next to
ad-join-ing adj : touching or bounding at
a point or line {~ rooms»
ad-lourn \e-jarn\ vb 1 : to suspend in-
definitely or until a stated time 2 : to
transfer to another place — ad-journ-
ment n
ad-judge \z-Yaj\ vb ad-judged; ad-judg-
ing 1:JUDGE, ADIUDICATE 2 : to hold
or pronounce to be : DEEM 3 : to award
by judicial decision :
ad-ju-di-cate \a-Yii-di-kat\ vb -cat-ed:
-cating : to settle judicially — ad-ju-di-
ca-tion \o-jii-di-'"k3-shon\ n
ad-junct \'a-jonkt\ n : something joined
or added to another but not essentially a
partof it ¢ Synonyms APPENDAGE, AP-
PURTENANCE, ACCESSORY, APPENDIX —
adjunct adj
ad-jure \o-jur\ vé& ad-jured; ad-jur-ing
: to command solemnly : urge earnestly
+ Synonyms BEG, BESEECH, IMPLORE
— adsju-rastion \,a-js-'ri-shan\ n
ad-just \o-Yast\ vb 1 : 1o bring to agree-
ment : SETTLE 2 : to cause to conform
 ADAPT, FIT 3 ! REGULATE {~ a watch}
— ad-just-able adf — ad-just-er also
ad-jus-tor \a-Yjas-tar\ n — ad-just-ment
\o-"Jast-mant\ n
ad-ju-tant \'a-ja-tant\ 7 : one who assists:
esp @ an officer who assists a commanding
officer by handling correspondence and
keeping records
ad-]u-\.-a_nt \'a-ja-vant\ # : one that helps
or facilitates; esp : something that en-
hances the effectiveness of medical treat-
ment — adjuvant adf
ad-lib \'ad-flib\ & ad-libbed; ad-lib-
bing : IMpPrROVISE — ad-lib n
Zad-lib adi : spoken, composed, or per-
formed without preparation
ad lib \'ad-"lib\ adv [NL ad libitum] 1 : at
one’s pleasure 2 : without limit
adm abbr administration; administrative
ADM abbr admiral
ad:man \'ad-;man\ » : one who writes,
solicits, or places advertisements
admin abbr administration; administra-
tive

10 I 11

ad-min-is-ter \od-'mi-na-star\ b 1
i MANAGE, SUPERINTEND 2 : to mete out
< DISPENSE (~ punishment} 3 : to give
ritually or remedially <~ quinine for
malaria) 4 : to perform the office of ad-
ministrator — ad:min-isstrasble \-stra-
bal\ adj — ad-min-is-trant \-strant\ n
ad'minsisstrastion \ad-ymi-na-"stri-shan\
n 1 : the act or process of administering
2 : MANAGEMENT 3 : the officials direct-
ing the government of a country 4 : the
term of office of an administrative officer
or body — ad'min-is-ra-tive \ad-'mi-
nj—.strﬂ-u\-\ adi — ad-minsis-rastive-ly
ady
ad-min-is-tra-tor \ad-"mi-na-,stri-tar\ n
: one that administers; esp : one who set-
tles an intestate estate
ad-mi-ra-ble \'ad-m(a-Jra-bsl\ adj : wor-
thy of admiration : EXCELLENT — ad-mi-
ra-bil-i-ty \;ad-m(a-)ra-'bi-la-té\ n — ad-
m}-ra-ble-ness n — ad-mi-ra-bly \-bl&\
v
ad-mi-ral \"ad-m(a-)ral\ n [ME, ultim. fr.
Ar _amir-al- commander of the (as in
amir-al-bafir commander of the sea)] : a
commissioned officer in the navy ranking
next below a fleet admiral
ad-mi-ral-ty \'ad-m(a-)rol-t6\ n 1 ¢cap : a
British government department formerly
having authority over naval affairs 2
: the court having jurisdiction over ques-
tions of maritime law
ad-mire \ad-'mi(-2)r\ vé ad-mired; ad-
mir-ing [MF admirer, fr. L admirari, fr.
ad- o + mirari to wonder] : to regard
with high esteem — ad-mi-ra-tion \,ad-
ma-'rd-shon\ n — ad-mir-er » — ad-mir-
ing:ly \-'mi-rin-&\ ady
ad-mis-si-ble \ad-'mi-sa-bal\ adi : that
can be or is worthy to be admitted or al-
lowed : ALLOWABLE ¢~ evidence) —
ad-mis-sibil-l-ty \-;mi-s3-'bi-13-t&\ 11
ad-mis-sion \ad-'mi-shon\ 1 1 : the act
of admitting 2 : the privilege of being
admitted 3 : a fee paid for admission 4
: the granting of an argument 5 : the ac-
knowledgment of a fact
advmit \ad-'mit\ vb ad-mit-ted; ad-mit-
ting 1 : PERMIT, ALLOW 2 :to recognize
as genuine or valid 3 : to allow to enter
{admitted to the club> 4 : to accept into
a hospital as an inpatient
ad-mit-tance \ad-*mi-t’ns\ # : the act or
process of admitting : permission to enter
ad-mit-ted-ly \ad-'mi-tad-1&\ adv 1 : as
has been or must be admitted 2 : it must
be admitted
ad-mix \ad-'miks\ vb : to mix in
ad-mix-ture \ad-'miks-char\ n 1 : some-
thing added in mixing 2 : MIXTURE
ad-mon-ish \ad-'mi-nish\ vb : to warn
gently : reprove with a warning ¢ Syn-
Onyms CHIDE, REPROACH, REBUKE,
REPRIMAND, REFROVE — adsmon-ish-er
n — adsmon-ish-ing-ly adv — ad-mon-
ish-ment » — ad-mo-ni-tio \sad-ma-
‘ni-shan\ # — ad-monsi-to-ryl \ad-'ma-
na-tor-2\ adf !
ad nau-se-am \ad-'né-zé-am\ adv [L] : to
a sickening or excessive degree

ado \a-'dli\ 7 1 : heightened fuss or con-
2 : TROUBLE
;&!Qbe \o-'d6-b&\ n 1 : sun-dried brick;
also : clay for making such bricks 2:a
structure made of adobe bricks
ad-o-les-cence \a-do-'le-s’ns\ n : the
process or period of growth between
childhoc;i and maturity — ad-o-les-cent
-s*nt\ adj or n ;
a\dsopt \o-*diipt\ vb 1 : to take (a child of
other parents) as one's own child 2 : to
take up and practice as one’s own 3 :to 1
accept formally and put into effect —
adopt-able \-'diip-to-bal\ adf — adopt-
er n — adop-tion \-'dip-shan\ n
adop-tive \e-'diip-tiv\ adj : made or ac-
quired by adoption {the ~ father) —
adop-tive-ly adv

ado * adversity

ter-ess \-t(a-)ras\ also adul-tress \-tras\
n — adul-ter-ous \-t(a-)ras\ adf

adrum-brate \'a-dom-,brat\ vb -brat-ed;

-bratsing 1 : to foreshadow vaguely : IN-
TIMATE 2 : to suggest or disclose par-
tially 3 : SHADE, OBSCURE — ad-um-
bra-tion \,a-dam-'bra-shan\ n

adv abbr 1 adverb 2 advertisement

ad va-lor-em \ad-va-'lor-am\ adi [L. ac-
cording to the value] : imposed at a per-
centage of the value {an ad valorem tax}
ad-vance \ad-'vans\ vb ad-vanced; ad-
vanc-ing 1 : to assist the progress of {~
a causep 2 : to bring or move forward
{~ a pawn) 3 :to promote in rank 4
: to make earlier in time 5 : PROPOSE 6
:LEND T :to raise in rate : INCREASE —
adwance-ment n

ador-able \s-'dor-a-bal\ adj 1 : worthy of 2advance n 1 : a forward movement 2

adoration 2 :extremely charming {an ~
childy — ador-able-ness n — ador-
ably \-bl&\ adv

adore \o-'dor\ vb adored; ador-ing [ME 3advance adj :

adouren, fr. AF aurer, -adourer, fr.
adorare, fr. ad- to + orare to speak, pray]
1 : WORSHIP 2 : to regard with loving
admiration {~s his wife}> 3 : to be ex-
tremely fond of {~s pecan pie) — ad-0-
ra-tion \,a-do-'ri-shan\ n

adorn \a-'dorn\ vb : to enhance the ap-
pearance of esp. with ornaments <blouses
~ed with sequins) — adorn-ment n
ad-re-nal \a-"dré-n"l\ ad : of, relating to,
or being a pair of endocrine organs (ad-
renal glands) that are located near the
kidneys and produce several hormones
and esp. epinephrine
adren-a-line \a-'dre-na-lan\ n @

RINE

adrift \o-'drift\ adv or adj 1 : afloat with-
out motive power or moorings 2 : with-
out guidance or purpose

adro?t \e-'droit\ adj [F, fr. OF, fr. a- to *
droit right] 1 : dexterous with one's
hands 2 : SHREWD, RESOURCEFUL
+ Synonyms CANNY, CLEVER, CUN-
NING, INGENIOUS adroitly adv —
adroit-ness n

adrsorb \ad-'sorb, -'zorb\ vb : to take up
(as molecules of gases) and hold on the
surface of a solid or liquid — ad-sorp-
tion \-'sorp-shan, -'zorp-\ n ;
ad-u-la-tion \,a-js-'li-shan\ n : excessive
admiration or flattery — ad-u-late \'a-ja-
Jit\ vb — ad-u-la-tor \-la-tor\ n — ad-
u-la-1o-ry \-lo-tor-€\ adj

Tadult \a-*dalt, ‘a-\ adi [L adultus, pp. of
adolescere to grow up, fr. ad- to + ales-
cere to grow] : fully developed and ma-
ture — adult-hood n

2adult n : one that is adult; esp : a human
being after an age (as 18) specified by law
adul-ter-ant \e-'dal-tn-r:ls]m\ n : something
used to adulterate another

adul-ter-ate \o-"dal-to-,rat\ vb -at-ed; -at-
ing [L adulterare, fr. ad- to + alter other]
: to make impure by mixing in a foreign
or inferior substance — adul-ter-a-tion
\-ydal-ta-*ra-shan\ n

adul-tery \o-'dal-i(o)ré\_n, pl -terdes
: sexual unfaithfulness of a married per-
son — adulster-er \-tar-ar\ n — adul-

EPINEPH-

: IMPROVEMENT 3 : a rise esp. in price or
value 4 : OFFER — in advance : BE-
FOREHAND :
made, sent, or furnished
ahead of time ¢~ payment) -
ad-van-tage \ad-'van-tij\ n 1 : superiori-
ty of position 2 : BENEFIT, GAIN 3 : the
1st point won in tennis after deuce — ad-
vans-ta-geous \,ad-van-"ti-jas\ adf — ad-
van-ta-geous-ly adv ey
ad-vent \'ad-,vent\ n 1 cap : a penitential
period beginning four Sundays br.:forc
Christmas 2 cap : the coming of Christ 3
:a coming into being or use ;
ad-ven-ti-tious \;ad-van-'ti-shas\ adj 1
1 ACCIDENTAL, INCIDENTAL 2 : arising or
occurring sporadically or in other than
the usual location ¢~ buds) — ad-ven-
ti-tious:ly adv :
'ad-ven-ture \od-'ven-char\ n 1 : a risky
undertaking 2 : a remarkable and excit-
ing experience — adsven-tur-ous
\-ch(a-)ras\ adj ;
2adventure vb -ven-tured; -ven-tur-ing
\-‘ven-ch(a-)rinp\ 1 : RISK, HAZARD {~
their capital in foreign trade) 2 : to en-
gage in adventure
ad-ven-tur-er \ad-'ven-ch(a-)rar\ n 1 :a
person who engages in new and risky un-
dertakings 2 : a person who follows a
military career for adventure or profit 3
: a person who tries to gain wealth by
questionable means :
ad-en-ture-some  \ad-'ven-char-sam\
ady : inclined to take risks
ad-ven-tur-ess ‘\ad-*ven-ch(a-)ras\ n : a
female adventurer {
ad-verb \'ad-,varb\ n : a word that typi-
cally serves as a modifier of a verb, an
adjective, or another adverb — ad-ver-
bi-al \ad-'var-bé-al\ adf — ad-ver-bi-al-
ly ady . §
lad-ver+sary \'ad-var-;ser-&\ n, pl -sar-ies
: FOE Ay
2adversary adj : involving antagonistic
parties or interests :
ad-verse \ad-'vars, 'ad-vers\ ad/ 1 :act-
ing against or in a contrary dlrccty:_m_ {~
winds) 2 : UNFAVORABLE ¢~ criticism}
ad-verse-ly adv
adwver-si-ty \ad-'var-sa-té\ n, pl -ties : se-
rious difficulty : MISFORTUNE
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boom ¢ born-again

82

p| ; 1 r) illegally —
cause to grow rapidly esp. in number, - port, or sell (as liquer) illegally bogt.

value, esteem, or importance

2hboom n 1 : a booming sound or cry 2 ia
rapid expansion or increase esp. of eco

nomic activity

og, be 1 : a long spar
3boom n [D, tree, beam] a long spa
bu(;gd to extend the boltom of a sail 2:a

1 v struct s
line of floating timbers used tb obs m a *booty also boo-tie \'bii-t&\ », Pl bootieg

passage or catch’ floating objects 3

jecti f ight pole of

i rojecting from the uprig :
DL(?;}rﬁ;k jio support or guide the object
ﬁftcli 4 : a long usu. horizontal support-

e as for a microphone) ;
Bg,gogrgé;s’f?ra. large portable radio and
often tape or CD player
boo-mer-ang \'bii-ma-;ran\ n [Dharuk
(an Australian aboriginal language) bu-
marin®] : a bent or angular club that can
be so thrown as to return near the start-
ing point

boom-ing \'bii-mig\ adf 1 : making a
loud deep sound <a ~ voice) 2 : power-
. fully executed <hit a ~ served

'boon \'biin\ 1 [ME bone prayer, request,
the favor requested, fr. ON bon request]
: BENEFIT, BLESSING ¢ Synonyms Fa-
VOR, GIFT, LARGESS, PRESENT

*boon adf [ME bon, fr. AF, good] : con-
VIVIAL {a ~~ companion’

boon-docks \'biin-,diks\ n pl [Tagalog
(language of the Philippines) bundok
mountain] 1 : rough country filled with
dense brush 2 : a rural arca
boon-dog-gle \'biin-,dd-gal, -,dé-\ » : a
useless or wasteful project or activity

boor \'bur\ » 1 :vyoKEL 2:a rude or
insensitive person Synonyms CHURL,
LOUT, CLOWN, CLODHOPPER — boor-
ish adj

boost \'biist\ vb 1 : to push up from be-

be
low 2 : INCREASE, RAISE (~ pricesy 3 4

: AID, PROMOTE {voted a bonus to ~
morale)> — boost n — boost-er
'boot \'biit\ n, chiefly dial : something to
equalize a trade — to boot : BESIDES
2boot vb, archaic : AVAIL, PROFIT

3bootn 1 = a covering for the foot and leg 2

2 : a protective sheath (as of a flower) 3
Brit : an automobile trunk 4 : KICK; also

: a discharge from employment 5 : a
navy or marine corps trainee

*bootvb 1:KIcK 2:to eject or discharge 3
summarily 3 : to load or become loaded 4

into a computer from a disk 4 : to start

or become ready for use esp, by booting Shore ; : one

4 program ¢~ up the computer)
boot-black \'biit-,blak\ 1 : a person who
shines shoes
bootcampn 1:a navy or marine corps
training camp 2 : a facility with a rigor-
ous disciplinary program for young of-
fenders
boo-tee or boo-tie \'bii-té\ » : an infant's
knitted or crocheted sock

booth \'biith\ », p! booths \'biithz, born \'born\ adi 1

'biiths\ 1 : a small enclosed stall (as ata
fair) 2 :a small enclosure giving privacy
for a person (voting ~» (telephone ~
3 : a restaurant accommodation havi ng a
table between backed benches

boot-leg \'biit-leg\ vb : to make, trans-

i or n — boot:leg.ger n
b’g%{ffﬁss \'biit-las\ adf : USELESS thir
efforts were ~> ¢ Synonyms FUTILE
VAIN, ABORTIVE, FRUITLESS — hogy!
less-ly adv — boot:less-ness n

'boo-ty \'bii-té\ n, p/ booties : PLUNDER
SPOIL ]

slang : BUTTOCKS
'booze \'biiz\ vb boozed; booz-ing : 'y,
drink liquor to excess — booz-er 5
2!::??022 n & intoxicating liquor — boozy

ady

bop \'béip\ vb bopped: bop-ping : mp
SOCK — bop n !
BOQ abbr bachelor officers’ quarters
bor abbr borough

bo-rate \'bor-at\ 1 : a salt or ester of bo-
ric acid

bo-rax \'bor-aks\ » : a crystalline borate
of sodium that occurs as a mineral and jg
used as a flux and cleanser

bor-del-lo \bor-'de-15\ n, pI -los [t
! BROTHEL

'bor-der \'bor-dar\ 1 t EDGE, MARGIN 2
: BOUNDARY, FRONTIER + Synonyms
RIM, BRIM, BRINK, FRINGE, PERIMETER

*border vb bor-dered: bor.dering 1:1o
put a border on 2 : ApjoiN 3 : VERGE
border collie », oftenr cap B : any of a
British breed of medium-sized long-
haired sheepdogs

bor-der-land \'bor-dar-land\ n 1 : terri-
tory at or near a border 2 : an outlying
or intermediate region often not clearly
defined

bor-der-line \-lin\ adj : being in an inter-
mediate position or state; esp : not quite
up to what is standard or expected {~
intelligence

bore \'bor\ vb bored; boring 1 : to
make a hole in with or as if with a drill 2
* to make (as a well) by boring or digging
away  material ¢ Synonyms PERFo-
RATE, DRILL, PRICK, PUNCTURE — bor-

ern

bore n 1 : a hole made by or as if by bor-
ing 2 :a cylindrical cavity 3 : the diam-
eter of a hole or tube; esp : the interior
diameter of a gun barrel or engine cylin-

der
bore past of BEAR
bore  : a tidal flood with a high abrupt

front
that causes boredom

bore vb bored; bor-ing : to weary with

tedious dullness

bosre-al \'bor-é-al\ adj : of, relating to, or

located in northern regions

bore-dom \'bor-dam\ » : the condition of

being bored

bo-ric acid \'bor-ik-\ n : a white crystal-
_ line weak acid that contains boron and is

used esp. as an antiseptic
: brought into life by
3

birth 2 : naTIVE {American-born>

: having special natural abilities or char-
acter from birth {a ~ leader|
born-again adi : having expérienced a
revival of a personal faith or conviction
{a ~ believer) ¢a ~ liberal

83 borne » bound

handles 2 : the guantity held by a bottle
e pasi part of BEAR : ‘ Tl 2 thedman
o o e e 1 e
et occur; m n)alurc e fine as if in a bottle : RES'll‘mng‘}(lmﬂfed
jon (88 1 BORX is ory 2 :to putintoa
poroligh \boro\ (M= o Boltie ek TStk ack\y: 1< 2 macrow
bt fortibed Sorpmline a Bbrlm io (l;ar- passage or point of cungeslion 2 : some-
e s c-rg British _thing that obstructs or impedes :
liamens alcoz : :ll: i;'::f:[:;-po?—iéti town or 'bot-tom \'bii-tam\ I;i’ 1:an unci:sr c:zr mialll:‘:
g ; 53 : of porting surface; also : BUTTOC 4
L St gl i a!sc:: o Yo which a body of water lies 3
fﬁ'ﬁaﬁw political divisions of ﬁ\wt ‘f;o;l; S-Iiﬁr:‘ifn?élt beiieil Aot
ity R achl e o Slat in ‘rior position {start at the ~)» 4 : BOT:
Al hmrr{l EFO St TOMLAND 5 : BASIS, %OURCE (Eﬁt \:‘:Iilth;
t other states 0;:8: B URCHL ot
;;',‘.;?-Srow Sl i qlrhn;g:;; :I:a?;c“g? -',f‘yamll.y g measured energy of
(eoumiciting) S am-i o kl into approximately 5 billion electron volts —
e tg = fmrcc bottom adj — bot-tom-less adj
B e et hor)> 2bottom vb 1 : to furnish with a bottom 2
R hoach n':u.!;ph\ n  :to reach the bottom 3 :to reach a point
b‘DI‘Scht \EOr?I':t\&f ’L?I?rr;ﬁgg:m\ I{&ONRuss ;\fhere a decline is halted or reversed —
iddish borshi i iy
ggrxkdl] ich sou%n\akdgor?s:l;glgrﬁnfaot:)cl;:‘tﬁ I;Iostutau :“I: -‘iia nd \'bi-tam-land\ n : low land
h \'biish\ n [Turk p - 5 oy fanc | .
hlgli 5 aclion_! btk ith trees élé?fn: ?ina n 1 : the essential point
bosky \i;biis-ku\ adj : covered wil & O ol :\OUTCDB;?mc
or shrubs o e LU 'bii-cha-li-zam\ n & an )
B e e m’t. fLOI}::.sgg b;;tr::li)ﬂisgmd}sensc caused by a !;actcrllz_ll
L S i l’cm? . dnfr:el- toxin (botsulisnum toxin \,ba-cha-'li-
2 e ! thougllh & ing nam-\) esp. in tainted food _
g e e e bn;u-dnir \'bil-dwir, 'bu-, ,bii-', ,bu-"\ n
e i [F, fr. bouder to pout] : a woman's dress-
D lNT[ME\TE ment in;g room or bedroom = .
1hoss \'biis, 'bos\ 1 @ a knoblike orname O e e Bt e, TE]
A i 5 : p ~ hairdos) _
el orn;imcnt W(lam E%::‘f:man or b.g:gl-’:d\%:ﬂi 7 : a usu. large or main
3poss \'bos\ n 1 : one (as ¢ r aph L
brgmagﬂ) e B i Uotes o bb;gnc“‘:} gim and past part of BUY
sion 2 :a politician who controls votes or bouil-la-baisse \bii-ya'bas\ n [F] : a
e ] er highly seasoned fish stew made with at
4poss \'bos\ vb : to act as or in the mann L e :
b ) BOATSWAIN bouil-lon \'bii-,yin; 'b}ul-.y;"ill;.- -ryan\ n:a
SUnN var oj ATSW, s : T
Egt abbr 1 botanical; botanist; botany 2 ;éﬁtégrmgjdl;.owl-der e
T a g, 'bit-neé I -nies 1 large detached rounded or worn mass of
i A L lants rock — boul-dered \-dard\ aclj
: a branch of biology dealing with plants i L
andpiantlle Zioanilee 2 ? gwcr: modif. of MD bolwerc bulwark] : a broad
N R e Ry abp é}:" r?i- often landscaped thoroughfare
D i) n-kml‘-\ bounce \'bains\ vb bounced; bounc-
o ey ‘al_;L ing 1 :to cause to rebound {(~ aball) 2
SN ?Jm.a.niﬂ 5 IRAlRpamin H tg rct.:-eund after striking 3 : to iﬁgup (::
AN 1 ¢ -count with insufficien
ti:—:'tch\\.bich\ vh : to foul up hopelessly ‘E:ESLCIE) img;la 32 :;csu_ D e e
: BUNGLE — botch n LU R e
both \-b(inh\ pﬁon : both ones : the one as bounc-er \'bain-sar\ # : a pu‘ﬁo,:l em-
ot i e i ic place to remove disor-
2I::‘u;Lth conj — used as a function word lg glcﬁ;t;érrlsgrgubllc P .
e o slrcis - I; Céyééfinbzrc%fr Tbound \'baiund\ adj : intending to go
of two or more things speci Yy - : A
dinated words, phrases, or clauses {~ i ég::&.t;a:i I.\11'>1". O RESSIE SeL I
N i he less adi — bound-less-ness n
ROl aqft: belbg dhaiworInlidanie 3pound vb 1 : to set limits to 2 : to form
oue dnd the olien et o o) the boundary of 3 : to name the bound-
both-er \'bi-thar\ vb 1: PESTER, TROU- fhe bod
BLE (e o byPeene g come’?— ‘bound past and past part of BIND
cncest makoan ollon <d!dn't Y, ?I:K Shound adf 1 : constrained by or as if by
A e ot Ml me bonds : CONFINED, OBLIGED {was duty
PROVOKE — bother n — both-er-sol bonds o bindingajg;
. r 3:RE z :TERMINED;
rﬁ‘?ﬁﬂ’é f%ii-t’l\ n 1 :a container (as of Fg‘tﬁzrﬁs : RESOLVED, DETER
glass) with a narrow neck and usu. no :
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tOnV - tOperaphy

monks) — tonsure v»
tony also i

Or style

: VERY <didn’t seem ~ interested)
took past of TAKE

aids in accomplishing a task 2

ar's books are his ~s); also
anend 4 :a
: DUPE 5 pl : natural ability
*tool vb 1
a tool; esp : to
book cover) by
: to equip a
chines and
: DRIVE, RIDE
per hour’
toolbarn:a strip of icons on a computer
display providing quick access to the pic-
tured functions
"toot \'tiit\ wb 1 : o sound or cause to
sound in short blasts 2 : to blow an in-
strument (as a horn) — tooter n
2t0ot 1 : a short blast (as on a horn)
tooth \'tiith\ n, p/ teeth \'téth\ 1 : one of
the hard bony structures borne esp. on
the jaws of vertebrates and used for seiz-
ing and chewing food and as weapons;
alse : a hard sharp structure esp. around
the mouth of an invertebrate 2 : some-
thing resembling an animal’s tooth 3
- any of the projections on the edge of a
wheel that fits into corresponding projec-
tions on another whee| 4 Pl : effective
means of enforcement toothed
\'tlitht\ adj — tooth.lags adf
tooth-ache \'tiith-,ak\ » - pain in or
about a tooth
tooth-brush \-brash\ » :
cleaning the teeth
tooth-paste \-,past\ » : a paste for clean-
ing the teeth
toothspick \-pik\ n : a pointed instru-
ment for removing food particles caught
between the teeth
tooth powder » :
the teeth
tooth-some \'tiith-som\ adf 1 : AGREE-
ABLE, ATTRACTIVE 2 : pleasing to the
taste ; DELICIOUS + Synonyms pALAT-
ABLE, APPETIZING, SAVORY, TASTY
toothy \'tii-thé\ adj tooth-i-er; -est : hay-
ing or showing prominent teeth
top \'tip\ » 1 : the highest part, point, or
level of something 2 : the part of a plant
with edible roots lying above the ground
<{beet ~s> 3 : the upper end, edge, or
surface (the ~ of a Pagey> 4 :an upper
piece, lid, or covering 5 : the highest de-
gree, pitch, or rank 6 :a quark with a
charge of +% and a measured energy of
apprnximntcfy 175 billion electron volts

{~ing along at 60 miles

a brush for

a powder for cleaning

dmission o the clerical 5416 by the clip-
gjug or shaving of the head 2 :y:h‘:‘ shav-
i CROWR O paich worp by clerics (as

. i ton-j-er;
ton-ey \g-nc\ ad/ ;
-est : marked b)?;m aristocratic manner

too \itii\ gav 1 : in addition : ALso 2
' Ex:‘_-,!;_;}ﬂf,.zu {the music is ~ loud) 3
! to such a degree as to be regrettable 4

tool V't n 1 : a hand instrument that
: the cut-
ting or shaping part in a machine; also : a
machine for shaping metal in any way 3
: something used in doing a job {a schol-
a means to
person used by another

* to shape, form, or finish with
letter or decorate (as a
means of hand tools 2
plant or industry with ma-
tools for production 3

to:pi-ary \'t6-pé-,er-a\ n, pl -aries : the

top-ic \'td-pik\ n 1:a heading in an out.

topircal \-pi-kal\, adf 1 : of,

\-K(a=)1&\ aay
top-knot \"téip-nat\ n 1
a knot of ribbons) forming a headdress 2
: a crest of feathers or tuft of hair on the
top of the head
top:less \-las\ adi 1 : wearing no cloth-
ing on the upper body 2: featuring top-

top'mast \'tip-,mast,
mast above a ship’s deck
topsmost \'tip-,mast\ adj : highest of all

top—-notch \-'nich\ ady
quality : FIRST-RATE
top—of-the—line adj : being or belonging
to the highest or most expensive class
to-pog-ra-phy \Ma-'pé-gra-fé\ n 1
of showing in detail on a map or chart the

p

.

ing its relief and the
(as rivers, roads, or citie

P

gé’g-ﬁk\ or top-o-graph-iscal \-fi-kal\
&

752

“top vb topped; top-ping 1:to remoye
or trim the top of : PRUNE (~atreed 3
: 1o cover with a top or on the top
: CROWN, CAP 3 : to be superior to IEX-
CEL, SURPASS 4 : to go over the top of §
: to strike (a ball) above the center 6 ;g
make an end or conclusion {~ off a4
meal with coffeed
%top adj 1:of. relating to, or being at the
lop : HIGHEST {is ~ in her classy o
: CHIEF
*top n : a toy that has a tapering point on
which it is made to spin
to-paz \"té-paz\n: a hard silicate of aly.
minum; esp : a yellow transparent topaz
used as a gem
top-coat \"ap-kot\ n 1 : a lightweighg
overcoat 2 : a protective coating (as qf
paint)
top dollar » : the highest amount being
paid for a commodity or service
top—dress \-,dres\ vb : to apply materig
to (as land) without working it in; esp : 1
scatter fertilizer over
top-dress-ing \-dre-sip\ n :
used to top-dress soil
top—end \'tiip-'end\ adj : TOPFLIGHT
top-flight \'tip-'fist\ adji : of, relating to,
or being the highest level of excellence or
rank {a ~ staffy — top flight »
top hat # : a tall‘crowned hat usu. of beg.
ver or silk
top-heavy \'tip- he-ve\ adf : having the
Lop part too heavy for the lower part

a materig]

art of training and trimming trees op
shrubs with decorative sh apes — iopiary
[#{

lined argument 2 : the subject of a djs-
COUrse or a section of it : THEME
relating to,
or arranged by topics ¢a ~ outlined 2
: relating to current or local events 3
: designed to be applied to or to work on
a part (as of the body) — top-i-cal-ly

an ornament (as

€35 waltresses or entertainers
-mast\ n @ the 2d

UPPERMOST
+ of the highest

: the art

hysical features of a place or
the outline of the form of a place show-
position of features
i — topogra-
her \-far\ n — top-o-graph.ic \std-pa-

2tor-ment \tér-'ment\ vb 1

tor-pe-do \tor-!pé-dd\ n, pl -does : a thin

*torpedo v tor-pe-doed; tor-pe-dosing

753 topping « Tory
ing n : a food served on top of an-  : to hit or destroy with or as jf with s
tg,!}};gr to make it look or taste better it

torpedo
torpedo boat » : a small very fast boat
for firing torpedoes
tor-pid \'tor-pad\ adi 1: having lost mo-
tion or the power of exertion : DORMANT
.- SLUGGISH 3 : lacking vigor — tor-
Pideisty \tor-"pi-da-1a\ »
torpor \'tor-par\ n 1 : DULLNESS, Apa-
THY 2 : extreme sluggishness : STAGNA-
n : the sail next above the lowest sailona  TION ¢ Synonyms sturog, LETHARGY,
mast in a square-rigged ship 1 ANGUOR, LASSITUDE
top secret adj : demanding complete se- 'torque \ark\ 7 : 4 force
crecy among those concerned

ple \'ti-pal\ vb top-pled; top+pling
t?l’i‘ E:) fall from or as if from being tops
heavy 2 :to push over - OVERTURN; also
: OVERTHROW <(foppled the dictator)
itops \V'tdps\ adj : topmost in quality or
importance ¢~ in his field
2tops adv : at the very most :
top-sail \'tip-,sal, -s31\ also top-s'l \-sal\

e that produces or
tends to produce rotation

or torsion
top-side \'tip-'sid\ adv or adj 1 : to or on “torque vb torqued; torqu-ing : to impary
the top or surface 2 : on deck torque to : cause to twist (as about ap
top-sides \-'sidz\ n p/ : the top portion of _axis)

the outer surfacg of
above the waterline
top-s0il \'tip-soi(-a)l\ n : sur face soil
usu. including the organic layer in which
plants have most of their roots
An-cit Ve i 1
lop= V;éﬂ?:‘f‘{o},'t‘“’;? l‘?fs,‘,;’é "L;‘;’,’“.L"_“ or resembling a torrent <~ rains}
fopay=tingy o .U ; tor-rid \'tér-ad\ ad/ 1 : parched with heat
P \'tok\ 7 : & woman's small hat with- €sp. of the sun : HOT 2 : ARDENT
tgﬂu:brli; A e torrid zone » : the region of (he earth be-
tor \"or\ » : a high craggy hill ;:‘;;rl}_tai;;"nTcg:I::m of Cancer and the T rop-
To-rah \'tor-a\n 1 :2a s:-cro]! of the {Irs; tor-sion \ltor-shan\ 2 1 : a wrenching by
five books of t_hc Old Te?tlamcntkus;d.uilu which one part of a body is under prec,
synagogue; also : lhe's:.dfn} boo] & r't G sure to turn about o longitudinal axis
?ody‘%f.dn_v ’|;'¢ L!"‘;“:‘?_é g;z':?a;‘x oﬁ’m while the other part is held fast or is un-
in the Jewis sopumesand (ray der pressure to turn in the opposite direc-
‘torch \'torch\n 1:a flaming light made tion 2 : a twisting of a bodily organ or
of something that burns brightly and usu. part on its own axis . tor-sion-al \itop.
carried in the hand 2 : something that sha-nal\ aefj — tor-sion-al-ly gy
resembles a torch in giving light, heat, or tor-so \'or-so\ n, pl torsos or tor-si
guidance 3:a pnrl.ibiqvburm.lr_for pro- \'tor-,s2\ [It, lit., stalk] : the trunk of the
ducing a hot flame 4 chiefly Brit : FLASH- human body
LIGHT ; tort \"tort\ 7 : a wrongful act w
ftorch v : to set fire to not involve a breach of contra
torch-bear-er \'torch-,ber-or\ n 1 ‘Aper-  Lhich the injured party can rec
son who carries a torch 2 : one in the ages in a civil action
forefront (as of a political campaign) torsti-lla \tor-"té-a\ n : a round thin cake
torch-light \1it\ » : light given Dy torches "¢ ) eavened cornmeal or wheat flour
torch song » : a popular sentimental bread
song of unrequited love tor-toise \'tor-tas\ # : TuRTLE:
tore past ofT[-;ME : of a family of land turtles
torre-ador \'tor-é-a-,dor\ # : BULLFIGHT-

a ship on each side tor-rent \V'tor-ant\ » [F. fr. L torrent-, tor-
rens, Ir. torrent-, torrens burning, seeth.
ing, rushing, fr. Prp. of forrére 1o parch,
burn] 1 : a tumultuous outburst 2 : 5
rushing stream (as of water)

tor-ren-tial \té-"ren-chal\ adj : relating to

hich does
ct and for
over dam-

esp ! any

tor-toise-shell \-shel\ n : the mottled
ER : N horny substance of the shell of some
to-re-ro \ta-"rer-6\ n, pl -ros [Sp] : BULL- turtles used in inlaying and in making
FIGHTER

various ornamental articles — tortoise-
shell adj

tor-to-ni \or-*t6-né\ » : rich ice cream
often made with minced almonds and
chopped cherries and favored with rum
tor-tu-ous \tor-cha-was\ adi 1 : marked
by twists or turns : WINDING <a ~ path)
2 : DEVIOUS, TRICKY

"tor-ture \"tor-char\ r 1 : anguish of body
or mind 2 : the infliction of severe pain
€5p. to punish or coerce — tor-tur-ous
\'torch-ras, "tor-cha-\ ady

*torture vp tor-tured; torturing 1 : 1o
Cause intense suffering to : TORMENT 2
* 10 punish or coerce by inflicting severe
pain 3 : TWIST, DISTORT + Synonyms
RACK, HARROW, AFFLICT, TRY — tor-tur-
ern

Towry \'tor-&\ n, pl Tories 1 :a member
of a chiefly 18th century British party up-

tor-ment \'tor-,ment\ # 1 : extreme pain
or anguish of body or mind 2 : a source
of vexation or pain

: lo cause se-
vere suffering of body or mind to 2 : DIS-
TORT, TWIST ¢ SYynonyms RACK, Ap-
FLICT, TRY, TORTURE — tore menstor
~'men-tar\

torn past part of TEAR

tor-na-do \tor-'na-da\ n, pl-does or -dos
[modif of Sp fronada thunderstorm, fr,
fronar to thunder, fr. L tonare] : a violent
destructive whirling wind accompanied
by a funnel-shaped cloud that moves
OVEr a narrow path

cylindrical
weapon

self-propelled underwater
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