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Apple’s first foray into Bluetooth headsets has hit the market, making barely
a plink in the ocean of iPhone news so far. I unboxed and tested the discreet
little black stick-bud: It still makes me look like a douchebag (all Bluetooth
headsets do), but it works well and comes with some pretty cool
accessories. It’s a significant investment, but if you already dropped $600
plus service fees for an iPhone, chances are you won’t blink at the $129 for
the headset. You can’t use it to listen to music, but at you can walk around
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looking like some wingnut who’s talking to yourself, and it’s the best iPhone-
specific headset going so far.

The iPhone Bluetooth Headset’s packaging is very similar to the iPhone’s,
and there’s really not much to setting it up. The little black stick measures
about 2 by 0.5 by 0.2 inches and weighs practically nothing (0.23 ounces),
and its standard earbud is about the same size as the newer version of the
white iPod earbuds. At the top of the stick, there’s a barely noticeable button
that powers the headset on and off and also answers and ends calls.

The design is so minimalist that there isn’t even a pinhole for the
microphone — it’s actually hidden behind the 4-pin connector at the bottom.
The headset also lacks an earclip for stability, and although the earbud has
a rubber ring around the outer edge (plus foam earpads are included in the
box), I think a lot of people will have difficulty getting a secure fit.

Most people complaint about stock earbuds because they fall out of your
ears too easily. That’s why I’m surprised Apple went with this design, despite
that the device is impressively small and light, though cannibalizing their
existing earbud technology probably helped keep costs down (and profit
margins high).

I usually do okay with earbuds; with the iPhone Headset, I was able to
shake my head around without it falling out, but only if I put it in my right ear.
I let a few other people try it out, and only one out of the five people had the
same experience I did.

The awesomest part of the headset is the accessories: In the box, you get
an iPhone dock that has a separate slot for the headset, which faces
backwards in the dock. You also get a travel adapter, which is basically a
regular iPod/iPhone cable but with a small slot on top of the part that goes
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into your iPhone for the headset. (There’s no AC adapter in the box, but one
comes with the iPhone.)

One of the nicest touches Apple put on this thing is that the iPhone’s screen
displays the charge level of both itself and the headset while they’re in the
dock.

Pairing the headset with the iPhone is a no-brainer: When you dock them
both at the same time, they do it automatically. You can go into the general
settings menu and unpair them if you need to.

Setting the headset up with another phone — a Motorola RAZR Maxx Ve in
my case — is a little trickier. Initially, it took me a couple of tries to get the
RAZR to see the headset, but eventually it paired and connected easily;
reconnecting was consistently reliable. The LED (green, red, or amber,
depending on connection status) is discreetly hidden underneath the skin of
the headset, so when it’s off, you don’t even know it’s there.

For voice, the quality of the earbud is fine, though I’m not thrilled with the
iPhone/AT&T’s call quality in general. In my test calls, both the mic and the
earpiece were clearer than the iPhone itself, and the mic didn’t pick up too
much surrounding noise on a busy Brooklyn street. I also found the single
button on top easy and comfortable to press when sending or ending a call.

Since the headset works via the Bluetooth 1.5 profile, it doesn’t do music. If
you’re just looking for handsfree calling, this is a solid buy even at the
“Apple premium” thanks to a smart accessory bundle and a tightness with
the iPhone itself. Non-iPhone owners can get a lot out of it too, but you
wouldn’t quite be getting your money’s worth out of the accessories.

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 3/14



More TechCrunch

Get the industry’s biggest tech news Explore all newsletters

Welcome to TechCrunch comments! Please keep conversations courteous and

on-topic. To foster productive and respectful conversations, you may see

comments from our Community Managers, who will be designated by a

"TechCrunch Staff" or "Staff" label. To promote the best user experience, we close

commenting after an article has been posted for three days. TechCrunch's

Conversations message boards accept comments indefinitely. See our 

community guidelines for more information.

Conversation

Log in

No one seems to have shared their thoughts on this topic yet

Leave a comment so your voice will be heard first.

Be the first to comment...

Powered by Feedback

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 4/14



Tags
apple inc, bluetooth headset, Hardware, hot, IM, iphone accessories, Reviews

Email address (required)

Email address Subscribe

By submitting your email, you agree to our Terms and Privacy Notice.

TechCrunch Daily News
Every weekday and Sunday, you can get
the best of TechCrunch’s coverage.

Startups Weekly
Startups are the core of TechCrunch, so
get our best coverage delivered weekly.

TechCrunch Fintech
The latest Fintech news and analysis,
delivered every Tuesday.

TechCrunch Mobility
TechCrunch Mobility is your destination
for transportation news and insight.

Intuitive Machines lands $4.8B NASA
contract to build Earth-moon
communications infrastructure

1 hour ago

JPMorgan could take over Goldman’s
Apple Card business

1 hour ago

Aria Alamalhodaei

Maxwell Zeff

Space

Enterprise

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 5/14



Featured Article

Why United chose SpaceX’s Starlink to power its free Wi-
Fi

2 hours ago

Patreon launches features to
automate away creators’
administrative workload and help
them make more money

2 hours ago

Frederic Lardinois

Amanda Silberling

Social

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 6/14



BlackRock and Microsoft are
reportedly planning a $30B AI-focused
megafund

3 hours ago

Neuralink’s ‘breakthrough device’
clearance from FDA does not mean it
has cured blindness

3 hours ago

Discord launches end-to-end
encrypted voice and video chats

4 hours ago

Mozilla exits the fediverse and will
shutter its Mastodon server in
December

5 hours ago

Connie Loizos

Devin Coldewey

Lorenzo Franceschi-Bicchierai

Sarah Perez

AI

Biotech & Health

Security

Social

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 7/14



Mistral launches a free tier for
developers to test its AI models

5 hours ago

Ursa Major nabs $12.5M from US Navy,
DoD for 3D-printed rocket motors

5 hours ago

Snap’s extremely large Spectacles
bring impressive AR to developers at
$99 a month

6 hours ago

AWS shuts down DeepComposer, its
MIDI keyboard for AI music

6 hours ago

Maxwell Zeff

Margaux MacColl

Brian Heater

Kyle Wiggers

AI

Hardware

Hardware

AI

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 8/14



Snap’s new AI feature lets you create
Snapchat Lenses by simply describing
them

6 hours ago

Snapchat launches video comments
and tools for creators seeking brand
deals

7 hours ago

Snap is introducing an AI video-
generation tool for creators

7 hours ago

Snapchat tests ‘simple’ version of the
app without Snap Map or Stories tab

7 hours ago

Kyle Wiggers

Aisha Malik

Aisha Malik

Maxwell Zeff

AI

Social

Social

Apps

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 9/14



Snapchat’s My AI chatbot is getting
new Google Lens-like features 

7 hours ago

Epic Games Store — and Fortnite —
now available on iPad in the EU

7 hours ago

IBM acquires Kubernetes cost
optimization startup Kubecost

7 hours ago

Google will begin flagging AI-
generated images in Search later this
year

7 hours ago

Aisha Malik

Romain Dillet

Frederic Lardinois

Kyle Wiggers

Social

Apps

Enterprise

AI

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 10/14



iOS 18 lets you replace Apple’s camera
app with Halide or Obscura on the lock
screen: Here’s how

8 hours ago

Featured Article

A comprehensive list of 2024 tech layoffs

 , 
8 hours ago

Londoners will soon see drones
ferrying blood between hospitals

Romain Dillet

Cody Corrall Alyssa Stringer

Mike Butcher

Apps

Biotech & Health

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 11/14



9 hours ago

Announcing the final agenda for the
Fintech Stage at TechCrunch Disrupt
2024

 ,  , 
9 hours ago

SocialAI offers a Twitter-like diary
where AI bots respond to your posts

9 hours ago

Workday acquires AI-powered
document platform Evisort

10 hours ago

Cisco’s second layoff of 2024 affects
thousands of employees

10 hours ago

Mary Ann Azevedo Romain Dillet Richard Smith

Natasha Lomas

Kyle Wiggers

Zack Whittaker

TechCrunch Disrupt 2024

Social

Fundraising

Security

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 12/14



About

Legal

Hgen draws on lessons from Tesla and
SpaceX to drive down the cost of
hydrogen 

11 hours ago

Ome’s $129 Smart Knob lets you turn
off stove burners remotely

11 hours ago

Arzeda is using AI to design proteins
for natural sweeteners and more

11 hours ago

TechCrunch

Staff

Contact Us

Advertise

Crunchboard Jobs

Site Map

Tim De Chant

Brian Heater

Kyle Wiggers

Climate

Hardware

Biotech & Health

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 13/14



Trending Tech Topics

Facebook X YouTube Instagram LinkedIn

Mastodon Threads

© 2024 Yahoo. All rights reserved. Powered by WordPress VIP

Terms of Service

Privacy Policy

RSS Terms of Use

Your Privacy Choices

Code of Conduct

About Our Ads

iOS 18

Snap Spectacles

Mistral Free Tier

Apple AirPods 4

Mozilla Exits The Fediverse

Tech Layoffs

ChatGPT

9/17/24, 5:03 PM Apple iPhone Bluetooth Headset Review | TechCrunch

https://techcrunch.com/2007/08/02/apple-iphone-bluetooth-headset-review/ 14/14




