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& adj. circling in a direction opposite to the
movement of the hands of a clock.

councter-cul-ture /kowntorkulchor/ n. way of
life, etc., opposed to that usually considered
normal.

coun-ter-es*piro'nage /kowntaréspeeanaazh,
-nij/ n. action taken to frustrate enemy spying.

coun-ter-feit /kowntorfit/ e adj. made in imita-
tion; notgenuine; forged. e ». forgery; imitation.
o 7.1 imitate fraudulently; forge. oo coun’tere
feiteer n.

counterin-tel*ligence /kowntarintélijons/ n.
= COUNTERESPIONAGE.

coun-termand e v.r.  /kowntormand/ revoke
(an order or command). e #. /kéwntarmand/
order revoking a previous one.

counrterrmeas-ure /kowntarmezhar/ n. action
taken to counteract a danger, threat, etc.

counter-pane /kowntarpayn/ ». bedspread.

coun-ter-part /kéwntorpaart/ n. 1 complement
or equivalent to another. 2 duplicate, esp. of a
document.

coun-ter-point/kowntarpoynt/ e n. 1 Mus. a art
or technique of combining melodies according
to fixed rules. b melody played in conjunction
with another. 2 contrasting argument, theme,
etc., used to set off the main element. e .o 1
Mus. add counterpoint to. 2 set (an argument,
etc.) in contrast to (a main element).

coun-ter-poise e n. /kowntorpoyz/ 1 counter-
balance. 2 state of equilibrium. e v,z /kéwnta-
rpoyz/ 1 counterbalance. 2 compensate.

coun-ter-pro-duc-tive /kowntarpraduktiv/ adj.
having the opposite of the desired effect.

coun-ter-rev-o-lu-tion /kowntorévalcoshan/ n.
revolution opposing a former one or reversing its
results. oo coun’ter-reveo-lu’tion-ar+y adj. & n.
(pl. -ies).

coun-terssign /kowntarsin/ e v.zr. add a rat-
fying signature to (a document). @ 7. watch-
word or password. oo coun-ter-sigena-ture
/-signachor/ n.

coun-ter-sink/kowntarsingk/ v.er. (pastand past
part. -sunk) 1 enlarge and bevel (the rim of a
hole) so that a screw or bolt can be inserted
flush with the surface. 2 sink (a screw, etc.) in
such a hole.

coun-ter-ten-or /kowntortenor/ n. 1 highest
adultmale singing voice. 2 singer with this voice.

coun-ter-top /kowntartop/ n. horizontal, flat
work surface, as in a kitchen.

coun+ter+vail /kowntarvayl/ o. 1 . counterbal-
ance. 2 1. & intr oppose forcefully and usu.
successfully.

coun-ter-weight /kéwntorwayt/ n, counterbal-
ancing weight.

count-ess /kowntis/ n# 1 wife or widow of a
count or an earl. 2 woman holding the rank of
count or earl.

count-less /koéwntlis/ adj. too many to be
counted.

coun-tri-fied /kuntrifid/ adj. rustic, esp. of man-
ners, appearance, etc.

counrtry /kuntree/ n. (pl. -tries) 1 nation or its
territory. 2 (often arzrib.) rural area. 3 land of
a person’s birth or citizenship. 4 region associ-
ated with a particular person, feature, etc. (Elvis
country; mountain country). 5 national popula-
tion, esp. as voters. o country and western popu-
lar music originating in the southern US. country

129

club golfing and social club. country cousin often
derog. countrified person.

countryman /kiantreeman/ n. (pl. -men; fem.
coun-tryswom-an, pl. -womeen) person of one’s
own country.

coun-try-side /kuntreesid/ n. 1rural area. 2
rural areas in general.

coun-try-wide /kuntreewid/ adj. extending
throughout a nation.

coun-ty /koéwntee/ n. (pl. -ties) 1 political and
administrative division of a state, as in the US. 2
administrative divisions of some countries.
o county seat administrative capital of a county.

coup /koo/ n. (pl. coups /kéoz/) 1 successful
stroke or move. 2 = COUP D’ETAT.

coup de grace/koo do graas/ n. finishing stroke,
esp. to kill a wounded animal or person.

coup d’é-tat /koo daytaa/ n. violent or illegal
seizure of power.

coupe /kdop/ n. two-door car with a hard top.

courple /kupal/ en. 1atwo. babout two (a
couple of hours). 2 a married or engaged pair. b
pair of partners in a dance, etc. e w. 1 link
together. 2 . associate in thought or speech. 3
intr. copulate.

courplet /kuplit/ n. two successive lines of verse,
usu. rhyming and of the same length.

courpling /kupling/ ». link connecting machin-
ery parts, railroad cars, etc,

counterculture ~ court

COUPLING

cou+pon /koopon, kydd-/ n. 1 discount voucher
presented at purchase. 2 detachable ticket or
form entitling holder to payment, goods, a dis-
count, services, etc.

cour-age /karij, kur-/ n. ability to disregard fear;
bravery.

courrageous /korayjos/ adj. brave; fearless.
oo cousra’ geously adv.

courricer /kaoreear, kdr-, kiir-/ n. special mes-
senger.

course/kawrs/ e n. 1 onward movement or pro-
gression. 2 direction taken. 3 a ground on which
a race, etc., takes place. b series of hurdles, etc.,
to be crossed in a race, etc. 4 series of lessons,
etc., in a particular subject. 5 each successive
part of a meal. 6 stretch of land or water. 7 line
of conduct. 8 horizontal layer of brick, stone,
etc. 9 water channel. e v.inir. (esp. of liquid)
run, esp. fast. o in the course of during. matter
of course natural or expected thing. of course
naturally; as is or was to be expected. run its
course (esp. of an illness) complete its natural
development.

cours-er /kawrsar/ n. poet. swift horse.

court /kawrt/ e n. 1 (in full court of law) a judi-
cial body hearing legal cases. b = COURTROOM. 2
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