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execution of two or more programs by a computer.
The programs operate in an interleaved manner within
one computer system. 5. A mode of operation in which
a computer divides its time among several programs,
working on one for a while, then switching to another.
6. A word processing system that can simultaneously
process different applications such as file sorting and text
editing or even data-processing tasks. 7. Another term for
multitasking.

multirate meter — A meter that registers at different
rates or on different dials at different hours of the day.

multi-rf~-channel transmitter — A radio transmit-
ter having two or more complete radio-frequency portions
that may be operated on different frequencies either indi-
vidually or simultaneously. B

multisegment magnetron — A magnetron with an
anode divided into more than two segments, usually by
parallel slots.

multispeed motor— A motor that can be operated
at any one of two or more definite speeds, each practically
independent of the load.

multistage LNA — Three or more transistor ampli-
fier stages placed end to end (cascaded) so that the gain
contribution of each will add up to total gain of approx-
imately 50 dB. In most low-noise amplifiers (LNAs), the
first stage (closest to the antenna feed probe) has the best
noise characteristics needed to minimize the noise propa-
gated along through the remaining stages.

multistage tube—An X-ray tube in which the
cathode rays are accelerated by multiple ring-shaped
anodes, each at a progressively higher potential.

multistate noise —Noise consisting of erratic
switching that is generated within a device at various
sharply defined levels of applied current.

multirate meter — multivibrator

multitasking — See also multiprogramming. 1. The
capability of a personal computer to run more than
one software program, or task, by interleaving segments
of each task. 2. The concument execution of two or
more tasks or applications by a computer. 3. A method
of achieving concurrency by separating a program or
programs into two or more interrelated tasks that share
code, buffers, and files while running.

multithreading — The running of several processes
in rapid sequence (multitasking) within a single computer
program.

multitrack magnetic system—A magnetic
recording system in which its medium has two or more
tracks.

multitrack recording system — A recording sys-
tem in which the medium has two or more recording
paths, which may carry the same or different material
but are played at the same time.

multiturn potentiometer — A potentiometer that
must be rotated more than one turn for the slider to travel
the complete length of the resistive element.

multiunit tube — An electron tube containing within
one glass or metal envelope two or more groups of
electrodes, each associated with separate electron streams.

multivibrator— A relaxation oscillator in which the
in-phase feedback voltage is obtained from two electron
tubes or transistors. Typically, their outputs are coupled
through resistive-capacitive elements. The time constants
of the coupling elements determine the fundamental fre-
quency, which may be further controlled by an external
voltage. When such a circuit is normally in a nonoscillat-
ing state and a trigger signal is required to start a cycle
of operation, it is called a one-shot, flip-flop, or start-stop
multivibrator.
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