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1. 

DYNAMIC EMAIL CONTENT UPDATE 
PROCESS 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This invention relates generally to the field of digital data 
processing systems for transferring data between computers 
or digital data processing systems via email. In particular, this 
invention relates to a process for dynamically updating an 
email after the email has been sent. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Electronic mail or email transmits texts and documents 
over networks in an ever increasing communication role. 
From its early inception as a teletype messaging system 
across Arapanet in the 1970s, email has emerged as a global 
messaging system over both the Internet and intranets, play 
ing a vital role in business and personal life, so that individu 
als now routinely use email for both personal convenience 
and business productivity. 
Some emails are sent with errors. Other emails are sent 

prematurely by accidental user activation of the send button 
before composition is complete. Occasionally, the informa 
tion contained in an email changes after the email is sent. The 
present solution to each of these problems is to send a new 
email with the corrected or updated information. Creating a 
second email adds to storage space demand, as well as the 
composer's time to create a new message. Therefore, a need 
arises for a method and apparatus that would enable a sent 
email to be updated by the originator without the need to 
compose and send a new email with duplicative content. 

Updating a sent email requires overcoming problems in the 
area of editing the email, avoiding duplicative content, and 
linking the update to an email that has already been opened. 

U.S. Patent Application 2002/0078104 (the 104 publica 
tion) discloses a method and system for managing documents 
that includes editing prior emails. An email identification is 
placed on a business email that is passed to the document 
management system where the email is opened to a plurality 
of users in an editable form for updating. The system traces 
and manages the updating of the document information. The 
104 application does not provide for updating email message 

content by the sender. 
U.S. Pat. No. 6,745,197 (the 197 patent) discloses a 

method for avoiding duplicate content in Subsequent emails. 
The 197 patent system and method stores messages in fold 
ers or archives identified by a user account within the message 
database. Selected information about messages is extracted 
into a master array. The master array is processed to identify 
topics which occur only once and identify them as unique. 
Duplicate and near-duplicate messages are removed and 
unique messages are stored. 

U.S. Patent Application 2002/0073157 (the 157 publica 
tion) discloses a method for linking prior emails by creating 
an email thread as a single readable document in which extra 
neous material has been removed, and the individual mes 
sages interlinked. 

While emails can be canceled after they are sent, present 
email tools do not update, or modify an email after it is sent. 
There is currently no tool that updates or modifies an email 
when a user inadvertently sends an email before completing, 
proofreading, or attaching intended documents. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The invention that meets the needs described above is an 
email update system (EUS) for updating an email after the 
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2 
email is sent. The EUS dynamically updates the content of an 
email when the originator of an email has sent the email, and 
the originator later determines that the email requires editing. 
The EUS update may take place transparent to the recipient 
and without the introduction of duplicative content into the 
recipient’s email program. The EUS comprises a delta engine 
program (DEP) and a delta temporary storage (DTS) in a 
sender's computer, a queue manager program (QMP) and an 
intermediate email queue (IEO) in a server computer, and a 
recipient email retrieval program (RRP) in a recipient’s com 
puter. 
The DEP activates whena user edits a sent email. The DEP 

determines the content difference between the sent email and 
the edited email, and sends the difference to a delta temporary 
storage (DTS). The DEP also creates position mapping 
instructions for each item in the difference, and sends the 
position mapping instructions to the delta temporary storage. 
The DEP also attaches an update attribute to the email header, 
and sends the header with the update attribute to the DTS. The 
DEP joins the difference, the position mapping instructions, 
and the header with update attribute into one delta, and sends 
the delta to The QMP. In the preferred embodiment, the IEQ 
resides at the email server computer. 
The QMP receives original emails and deltas from senders 

in the email update system. The QMP stores original emails in 
the IEQ. When the QMP receives a delta, it determines 
whether the header in the delta matches the header of any sent 
email in the IEQ. Responsive to finding a match, the QMP 
inserts the difference into the original email pursuant to the 
position mapping instructions in the delta creating an updated 
email. If a match cannot be found, the QMP stores the delta in 
the IEQ. 

At the recipient’s computer, the RRP checks the IEQ. The 
RRP retrieves original emails, updated emails, and 
unmatched deltashaving the recipient’s address in the respec 
tive headers. The RRP then matches the unmatched deltas 
with the corresponding sent emails in the recipient’s email 
program. If the sent email has not been opened, the RRP 
inserts the difference into the matched sent email pursuant to 
the position mapping instructions in the delta creating an 
updated email. If the sent email has been opened, the RRP 
also inserts the difference into the sent email, but additionally 
flags the updated email so that the recipient’s attention will be 
called to the update, and moves the updated email to the top of 
the recipients inbox, and displays the updated email as an 
unopened email. 

In an alternate embodiment, all deltas are matched to sent 
emails in the IEQ. In order to match downloaded emails to 
deltas in the IEQ, the QMP creates a copy of an unmatched 
email, when the sent email is downloaded to the recipients 
computer. Then ifa delta arrives in the IEQ after the matching 
email has been downloaded to the recipient’s computer, the 
delta is matched to the corresponding copy of the downloaded 
email in the IEQ, and the updated email is transmitted on the 
next download to the recipient computer. If the sent email has 
not been opened, the updated email will replace the sent 
email. If the previously sent email has been opened, a flag is 
attached to the updated email to notify the user that a previ 
ously received email has been updated. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The novel features believed characteristic of the invention 
are set forth in the appended claims. The invention itself, 
however, as well as a preferred mode ofuse, further objectives 
and advantages thereof, will be understood best by reference 
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to the following detailed description of an illustrative 
embodiment when read in conjunction with the accompany 
ing drawings, wherein: 

FIG.1 depicts an overview of an exemplary email network; 
FIG. 2A is a schematic diagram of a memory resource 5 

available to an originator computer and a recipient computer; 
FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram of a memory resource 

available to an originator email server and a recipient email 
server; 

FIG.3 is a flowchart of the Email Edit Program (EEP); 10 
FIG. 4A is a flowchart of the Delta Engine Program (DEP); 
FIG. 4B depicts an exemplary delta configuration; 
FIG. 5 is a flowchart of the Queue Manager Program 

(QMP); 
FIG. 6 is a flowchart of the Recipient Retrieval Program 15 

(RRP); and 
FIG. 7 is a flowchart of the Edit Configuration Program 

(ECP). 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 2O 
EMBODIMENT 

The principles of the present invention are applicable to a 
variety of computer hardware and Software configurations. 
The term “computer hardware' or “hardware.” as used herein, 25 
refers to any machine or apparatus that is capable of accept 
ing, performing logic operations on, storing, or displaying 
data, and includes without limitation processors and memory; 
the term “computer software' or “software refers to any set 
of instructions operable to cause computer hardware to per- 30 
forman operation. A "computer, as that term is used herein, 
includes without limitation any useful combination of hard 
ware and Software, and a "computer program' or “program' 
includes without limitation any software operable to cause 
computer hardware to accept, perform logic operations on, 35 
store, or display data. A computer program may, and often is, 
comprised of a plurality of Smaller programming units, 
including without limitation Subroutines, modules, functions, 
methods, and procedures. Thus, the functions of the present 
invention may be distributed among a plurality of computers 40 
and computer programs. 
The Email Update System (EUS) may be implemented 

within any email environment containing an originators 
email computer and an originators email server. An "origi 
nator” as used herein, is a user of an email program who 45 
creates and sends an email to a “recipient. Thus, the terms 
"originator computer and "originator server computer 
denote the originator and server computers that the originator 
employs to perform email operations. The email created by 
the originator, and sent to the recipient, shall be referred to as 50 
a “sent email.” As used herein, an “email program' is a 
program that operates on a computer or workstation and 
enables a user to send, receive, and organize email. The term 
“server” refers to both the hardware and software necessary to 
receive, store, retrieve, and send an email message to an 55 
intended location. The term “recipient, as referred to herein, 
denotes the individual or entity receiving the email message. 
Thus, the terms “recipient computer and “recipient server 
computer denote the recipient and server computers that the 
recipient employs to perform email operations. Examples of 60 
email originator and server systems, in which the email 
update process may operate, include: IBM LotusNotes, as the 
email client and Domino as the email server, Microsoft Out 
look as the email client and Microsoft Exchange as the email 
server; and Qualcomm Eudora, as the email client compatible 65 
with any email server supporting an SMTP/POP3 email 
SeVe. 

4 
Specifically, the update process operates within an exem 

plary email network 100, which is depicted in FIG. 1. For 
descriptive purposes, exemplary email network 100 has only 
a limited number of nodes, including originator computer 
110, originator email server 120, recipient computer 130, and 
recipient email server 140. Network connection 102 com 
prises all hardware, Software, and communications media 
necessary to enable communication between the network 
nodes, originator computer 110, originator email server 120, 
recipient computer 130, and recipient email server 140. 
Unless otherwise indicated in the context below, all network 
nodes use publicly available protocols or messaging services 
to communicate with each other through network connection 
102. 

In operation, an originator creates an email, by typing 
message text and adding any attachments, using originator 
computer 110. When the originator clicks a send button to 
send the email to a recipient, originator computer 110 formats 
the email, including header information, connects to origina 
tor email server 120, and transmits the email to originator 
email server 120. The header information may include the 
"from/to addresses, Subject, content type, time stamp, iden 
tification data, message path, and the SMTP header. Origina 
tor email server 120 examines the email and transmits the 
email to recipient email server 140. Recipient email server 
140 receives the email, via network connection 102, and 
sends the email to recipient computer 130 when recipient 
computer 130 next requests the email. 

FIG. 2A depicts computer memory 200 containing Delta 
Engine Program (DEP) 400, Delta Temporary Storage (DTS) 
420, Recipient Retrieval Program (RRP) (600), Email Edit 
Program (EEP) 300 and Edit Configuration Program (ECP) 
700. In addition, memory 200 contains email program 210 
and operating system (OS) 220. FIG. 2B depicts server 
memory 240 containing Queue Manager Program (QMP) 
500 and Intermediate Email Queue (IEQ) 520. In addition 
server memory 240 contains server email program 250, and 
server operating system 260. FIGS. 2A and 2B are shown as 
a descriptive expedient and do not necessarily reflect any 
particular physical embodiment of computer memory 200 
and server memory 240. 

FIG. 3 depicts a flowchart of the process of Email Edit 
Program (EEP)300. EEP300 begins (302), and a determina 
tion is made whether a sent email is to be edited (310). If not, 
EEP300 ends (342). If a sent email is being edited, EEP300 
invokes Delta Engine Program (DEP) 400 (see FIG. 4) (320), 
and the sent email is edited (330). If another sent email is to be 
edited, EEP300 goes to step 320, and if not, EEP300 ends 
(342). 

FIG. 4A depicts a flowchart of the process of Delta Engine 
Program (DEP)400. DEP 400 starts (402), a determination is 
made whether DEP 400 has been invoked (404). If not, DEP 
400 ends (420). If DEP 400 has been invoked, DEP 400 
determines the difference between the original email and the 
edited email, and stores the difference in Delta Temporary 
Storage (DTS) 420 (406) DEP 400 determines instructions 
and stores the instructions in DTS 420 (408). DEP 400 stores 
the email header in DTS 420 (410). DEP 400 joins the differ 
ence, the instructions, the header, and adds an update attribute 
to the message to create a delta (412). DEP 400 sends the delta 
to Queue Manager Program 500 (414). DEP 400 determines 
whether there is another invocation. If so, DEP 400 goes to 
step 406, and if not, DEP 400 ends 420). 

FIG. 4B depicts a delta. Delta 430 has difference 432, 
instructions 434, header 436, and update attribute (UA) 438. 
As used herein, “difference” means any additions, deletions, 
and Substitutions to a sent email resulting from an edit. There 
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fore, difference 432 comprises the additions, deletions, and 
substitutions to the sent email resulting from the edit. As used 
herein, “instructions' means position mapping instructions 
for integrating a difference into a sent email. Therefore, 
instructions 434 are position mapping instructions for inte 
grating difference 432 into the sent email whose header 
matches header 436. Persons skilled in theart will be aware of 
multiple methods of determining difference 432 and instruc 
tions 434. For example, when the originator edits a sent email, 
DEP 400 may capture each change as made by moving to a 
point in the email corresponding to the cursor, and create each 
element of difference 432 and each position mapping instruc 
tion 434 as the originator makes each individual edit. Alter 
natively, DEP 400 may parse the edited email and compare 
the edited email to a temporarily saved copy of the original 
email to determine the difference, and generate position map 
ping instructions at that time. Update attribute 438 is a legend 
attached to the email header information to indicate to QMP 
500 that the message is a delta. Update attribute 438 may be 
dispensed with if QMP 500 is configured to recognize a delta 
by parsing the message and determining that the message 
comprises a difference, instructions and a header. 

FIG. 5 depicts a flow chart of Queue Manager Program 
(QMP) 500. QMP 500 starts (502) and determines whether a 
message has been received (504). If not, QMP500 ends (522). 
If a message has been received, QMP 500 determines whether 
the message is an email (506). If so, QMP500 stores the email 
in IEQ 520 (508). If not, QMP 500 determines whether the 
message is a delta (510). If not, QMP 500 ends (522). If the 
message is a delta, QMP 500 determines whether the delta 
can be matched to an email in IEQ 520 (512). If the delta 
cannot be matched to an email in the IEQ, then QMP 500 
stores the delta in the IEQ and ends (522). If the delta can be 
matched to an email in the IEQ, then the delta is integrated 
into the email to create an updated email (516). The updated 
email is stored in the IEQ (518). QMP 500 determines 
whether there is another message. If there is another message, 
QMP goes to step 506, and if not, QMP 500 ends (522). In an 
alternate embodiment, QMP 500 may be configured make 
copies of emails that are downloaded to the recipient's com 
puter and to retain those copies in a separate file so that the 
copy will only be downloaded if it is matched to a delta and 
the delta has been integrated to create an updated email. In 
Such an event, a message would be sent to the recipient with 
a link to the updated email, so that the recipient could access 
and download the updated email. 

FIG. 6 depicts a flow chart of Recipient Retrieval Program 
(RRP) 600. RRP 600 starts (602) and determines whether 
there is a message in the IEQ (610). If there is a message in the 
IEQ, RRP 600 downloads the message to the recipients 
computer (612). If not, RRP 600 goes to step 630. RRP 600 
determines whether the downloaded message is a delta (614). 
If not, RRP 600 displays the message as a newly received 
message in the recipient email program (616). If the message 
is a delta, the RRP 600 compares the header to the headers of 
emails in the recipient email program (618). RRP 600 deter 
mines whether the header in the delta matches an email in the 
recipient email program (620). If not, an error message is 
displayed (622), and RRP 600 stops (632). If a match is 
found, a determination is made whether the email with a 
header matching that of the delta has been opened (624). If the 
matched email has been opened, the delta is integrated into 
the email and displayed as a new message with a flag to 
inform that recipient that a previously read message has been 
updated and positioned as new message to be read (626). If 
the email has not been opened, then the delta integrates into 
the email to create an updated email and no change is made in 
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6 
the display of the email in the recipient email program (628). 
RRP 600 determines whether there is another message in the 
IEQ (630). If so, RRP 600 goes to step 612, and if not, RRP 
600 ends (632). 

FIG. 7 depicts a flow chart Edit Configuration Program 
(ECP)700. ECP 700 begins (702) and determines whether the 
user wants to configure the message display (710). If the user 
wants to configure the message display, then ECP 700 deter 
mines whether the user wants to configure a flag (712), an 
icon (716), a color (720), or a sound (724). Responsive to a 
positive determination to step 712, step 716, step 720 or step 
724, ECP 700 sets a flag (714), an icon (718), a color (722) or 
a sound (726). Ifat step 710, ECP 710 determines that the user 
does not want to configure the message display, then ECP 710 
determines whether the user wants to configure the updated 
content display (730). If the user wants to configure the 
updated content display, then ECP 710 determines whether 
the user wants to highlight (732), to indent (736), to collapse 
(740) or to color (744) the updated content. Responsive to a 
positive determination to step 732, step 736, step 740 or step 
744, ECP 700 sets highlight (734), sets indent (738), sets 
collapse (742) or sets color (746). Responsive to a negative 
determination at step 730, ECP 710 ends (750). 

Variations in the preferred form will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art. The preceding description is for illustration 
purposes only, and the scope of the invention should be lim 
ited only by the language of the following claims. 
What is claimed is: 
1. A computer implemented process for updating a sent 

email, comprising: 
at a first computer, editing a sent email and activating a 

delta engine program when a user edits the sent email; 
using the delta engine program, determining the content 

difference between the sent email and the edited email, 
sending the difference to a delta temporary storage, cre 
ating a plurality of position mapping instructions for 
each item in the difference, sending the position map 
ping instructions to the delta temporary storage, attach 
ing an update attribute to a header of the email, sending 
the header with the update attribute to the delta tempo 
rary storage, joining the difference, the position map 
ping instructions, and the header with the update 
attribute into a delta in the delta temporary storage, and 
sending the delta to a queue management program; 

using the queue management program, receiving sent 
emails and deltas, and storing the sent emails in an 
intermediate email queue; 

responsive to the queue management program receiving a 
delta, determining whether a header in the delta matches 
a header of any sent email in the intermediate email 
queue, 

responsive to finding a match, creating an update email by 
inserting the difference into the original email pursuant 
to the position mapping instructions in delta; 

responsive to not finding a match, storing the delta in the 
intermediate email queue; and 

at a second computer, matching the delta and the sent email 
to create an updated email. 

2. The computer implemented process of claim 1, further 
comprising: 

using a recipient retrieval program, checking the interme 
diate email queue, and retrieving original emails, 
updated emails, and unmatched deltas having a recipi 
ent’s address in respective headers, thereof 

3. The computer implemented process of claim 2, further 
comprising: 
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using the recipient retrieval program and responsive to 
determine that the sent email has not been opened, 
inserting the difference into the matched sent email pur 
Suant to the position mapping instructions in the delta to 
create an updated email. 

4. The computer implemented process of claim 3, further 
comprising: 

using the recipient retrieval program and responsive to 
determining that the sent email has been opened, insert 
ing the difference into the sent email, flagging the email 
as being updated, moving the updated email to the top of 
the recipients inbox, and displaying the updated email 
as unopened. 

5. A computer program product for causing a computer to 
update an email after the email has been sent, comprising: 

a computer readable memory for a computer and a delta 
engine program stored in the computer readable 
memory, wherein the computer readable memory, so 
configured by the delta engine program, causes the com 
puter to perform the steps of 

sending the difference to a delta temporary storage; 
creating position mapping instructions for each item in the 

difference; 
sending the position mapping instructions to the delta tem 

porary Storage; 
attaching an update attribute to a header of the email; 
sending the header with the update attribute to the delta 

temporary storage; 
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8 
joining the difference, the position mapping instructions, 

and the header with update attribute into a delta in the 
delta temporary storage; 

sending the delta to a queue management program; 
receiving sent emails and deltas at the queue management 

program; Storing sent emails in an intermediate email 
queue, 

responsive to the queue management program receiving a 
delta, determining whether the header in the delta 
matches the header of any sent email in the intermediate 
email queue, and responsive to finding a match, inserting 
the difference into the original email pursuant to the 
position mapping instructions in the delta to create an 
updated email; 

responsive to not finding a match, storing the delta in the 
intermediate email queue; 

a recipient retrieval program for checking the intermediate 
email queue, and retrieving original emails, updated 
emails, and unmatched deltas having the recipients 
address in the respective headers; 

matching the unmatched deltas with the corresponding 
sent emails in the recipient’s email program; and 

responsive to determining that the sent email has not been 
opened, inserting the difference into the matched sent 
email pursuant to the position mapping instructions in 
the delta creating an updated email. 

6. The computer program product of claim 5, wherein the 
delta engine program is activated when a user edits the sent 
email. 
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