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1
INTERACTIVE SEARCHING

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to interactive searching.

Referring to FIG. 1a, when a computer user needs to
search a file of searchable information 1, such as a file
containing the text of issued patents, he typically enters a
query 2 containing keywords interconnected by boolean
operators. A search engine 3 then searches the file of
searchable information 1 for records (e.g., patents) which
satisfy the query 2. Each record either satisfies or does not
satisfy the query 2. The search engine 3 produces a set of hits
4 representing the records that satisfy the query. The hits 4
may be presented to the user in various ways. One common
approach is to present the user with a list of the hits 4 and
to allow the user to examine selected hits.

Referring to FIG. 1b, the searchable information 1 may be
derived from underlying information 5. In some kinds of
searching, the searchable information 1 may not always
accurately represent the portions of the underlying informa-
tion 5 that the user is trying to find. This is the case, for
example, if the searchable information 1 is a text file
generated by a speech recognizer from underlying informa-
tion 5 representing speech, because the words produced by
a speech recognizer are sometimes not the words that were
spoken. Files generated by speech recognizers sometimes
include not only the recognized words but also confidence
levels indicating the likelihood that a spoken word was
correctly recognized.

The information in the searchable information 1 may be
derived from an audio signal that is linked to a video signal
from, e.g., a television broadcast feed. Some files of this
kind are extremely long.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one aspect, the invention features a computer-
implemented method that enables a user to control a search
of a file that represents underlying raw information, and to
find parts of the file that represent material of interest in the
raw information. The user is enabled to define criteria
applicable to the file and intended to locate parts of the file
that tend to represent material in the raw information that
may be of interest to the user. The file is searched in
accordance with the criteria to find parts of the file that meet
the criteria. A measure is defined of the degree to which the
found parts represent material in the raw information that is
of interest to the user, and an interactive user interface is
provided which displays to the user the relationship between
the found parts of the file and values of the defined measure
with respect to the found parts and which changes the
display in response to changes made by the user to a
threshold associated with the defined measure.

The underlying raw information may be, for example,
speech or text. The file may be text produced by a speech
recognizer. The criteria may specify the presence of a
particular utterance in speech. The interactive user interface
may display to the user which found parts of the file satisfy
the threshold.

The defined measure may relate to confidence levels.
Confidence levels may be descriptive of degrees to which
parts of the file correspond to parts of the raw information.
The interactive user interface may display a bar chart with
bars representing the relationship between the found parts of
the file and values of the defined measure. The bar chart may
indicate the locations of the found parts within the file.
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The user may change the threshold to a new value by
indicating, with a pointer device, a location on the bar chart
corresponding to the new value. The interactive user inter-
face may display to the user a representation of the raw
information. The interactive user interface may display a
representation of a part of the raw information correspond-
ing to a part of the file indicated by the user.

Among the advantages of the invention are one or more
of the following.

The graphical display of query results provides the user
with an easily digested visual overview of the extent to
which segments of the transcript relate to topics of interest.
Furthermore, the graphical display visually indicates which
segments of the transcript satisfy a user-specified interest
level threshold, allowing the user to quickly identify seg-
ments of particular interest.

Visual indication of the location and frequency of seg-
ments of interest provides the user with information that can
help the user determine how to modify the query or to adjust
the interest level threshold. For example, in response to
query results including a large number of segments satisfy-
ing the interest level threshold, the user may decide to
restrict the query by adding search terms or to increase the
interest level threshold.

The interactive graphical user interface used to interact
with the search engine provides the user with immediate
feedback in response to actions such as modification of the
query and adjustment of the interest level threshold. For
example, the graphical display of query results is constantly
updated as the user modifies the query. Similarly, the graphi-
cal display indicating which transcript segments satisty the
interest level threshold is updated whenever the user modi-
fies the interest level threshold. This interactivity facilitates
and encourages an iterative process in which the user
repeatedly modifies the query and other criteria in response
to feedback from the visual display until sufficiently satis-
factory results are obtained.

The immediate visual feedback provided to the user can
increase the speed with which the user achieves satisfactory
search results. Because query results are displayed as the
query is being input, the user need not wait until the full
query is entered before viewing the results. This allows the
user to modify a partially-entered query in response to
unsatisfactory or unexpected results. Immediate display of
segments of interest in response to modification of the
interest level threshold increases the speed with which the
user can identify segments of interest.

The ability to jump from one segment of interest to
another using the graphical user interface increases the
speed with which the user can examine relevant portions of
the transcript, and allows the user to quickly bypass infor-
mation which is not likely to be interesting.

Displaying a graph of the confidence levels of words in
the transcript allows the user to visually distinguish speech-
rich portions of the transcript from regions containing non-
speech data. This facilitates navigation through portions of
the transcript containing speech.

Other features and advantages of the invention will
become apparent from the following description and from
the claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
FIG. 1a is a block diagram of a computer-implemented
query.
FIG. 1b is a block diagram of the relationship between
underlying information and searchable information.
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FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a graphical user interface to
a search engine.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a computer.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a transcript.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart of a method for performing and
displaying results of a query.

FIG. 6 is a flowchart of a method for graphically display-
ing results of a query.

FIG. 7 is a flowchart of a method for updating a display
in response to user input.

FIGS. 8a—c are block diagrams of graphical representa-
tions of query results.

FIGS. 9a—c are block diagrams of graphical representa-
tions of query results.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of a graphical representation
of confidence levels of words in a transcript.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring to FIG. 2, to make it easier for a user to navigate
through the results of a search made on a large file based on
a certain query, a graphical user interface 10 is provided that
not only allows the user to roam from hit to hit in the usual
way, but also allows the user to understand and control the
relationship between hits and levels of confidence that the
hits are representative of underlying information that is of
interest to the user. A result window 12 shows the user the
number of hits that meet an interest level threshold, and
where those hits are in the file being searched. The user can
change the interest level threshold interactively, and the
result window 12 immediately shows the effect of the
change. In this way, the user can more quickly find the parts
of the file that are of particular interest.

For example, the user may search a transcript 14 (FIG. 3)
of recognized speech using the graphical user interface 10.
The user types a query, consisting of a combination of words
of interest 16, 18, into a query window 20. The result
window 12 indicates the degree to which portions of the
transcript 14 satisfy the query, and indicates which portions
of the transcript 14 match the query particularly well. A
transcript window 22 displays a portion of the transcript 14
and indicates which portions of the transcript 14 match the
query particularly well. The user may replay a portion of the
transcript, causing the portion of the transcript to be dis-
played in a current transcript window 24, while correspond-
ing digitized audio 26 (FIG. 3) is played through speakers
attached to a general-purpose computer 28 and correspond-
ing digitized video 34 (FIG. 3) is displayed in a video
window 32.

Referring to FIG. 3, the transcript 14, digitized audio 26,
and digitized audio 26 may be obtained as follows. A
television antenna 36 transmits a broadcast television signal
to a general purpose computer 28. The computer 28 has a
central processing unit (CPU) 38 in communication with a
memory 40 and a television tuner card 42. The CPU 38
communicates with input/output (I/O) devices such as a
monitor 44 (for displaying, e.g., the graphical user interface
10), keyboard 46, and mouse 48 through an I/O bus 50. For
ease of discussion, the following description indicates that
the software components carry out operations to achieve
specified results. However, it should be understood that each
component actually causes the CPU 38 to operate in the
specified manner. In addition, it should also be understood
that the designation of different software components is for
purposes of discussion and that other implementations may
combine the functions of one or more components or may
further divide the components.
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The TV tuner card 42 extracts and digitizes the audio and
video portions of a selected channel from the television
signal, and stores them in the memory 40 of the computer 28
as digitized audio 26 and digitized video 34, respectively.

A speech recognizer process 52, part of, e.g.,
NaturallySpeaking™, available from Dragon Systems, Inc.
of West Newton, Mass., recognizes words in the digitized
audio 26 by comparing the digitized audio 26 to speech
models 54 of words in a vocabulary 56. The speech recog-
nizer process 52 identifies words in the vocabulary 56 that
match utterances (e.g., words or sentences) in the digitized
audio 26. The identified words are stored, in order, in
transcript 14. After words have been stored in the transcript
14, phrase and sentence breaks may be inserted into the
transcript 14 based on the length of pauses between words
and the number of words since the last phrase or sentence
break. Sentence breaks may, for example, be indicated in the
transcript window 22 by displaying a period after the last
word in each sentence and by capitalizing the first word in
each sentence.

As shown in FIG. 4, transcript 14 contains confidence
levels 58, start times 60, and end times 62 that the speech
recognizer 52 has estimated for recognized words 80. A
recognized word’s start time and end time correspond to the
beginning and end of the portion of the digitized audio 26
from which the recognized word was derived. Although the
start times 60 and end times 62 in FIG. 4 are in hundredths
of a second, start times 60 and end times 62 could be stored
in, e.g., milliseconds or in an external time code, such as that
specified by the Society of Motion Picture and Television
Engineers (SMPTE). A recognized word’s confidence level
is a number between zero and one indicating an estimated
likelihood that the recognized word is correct. For example,
the recognized word “is” has a confidence level of 0.63,
indicating a 63% likelihood that “is” corresponds to the
portion of the digitized audio 26 with a start time of 3.72
seconds and an end time of 3.77 seconds.

When the user wants to search the transcript 14 for a topic
of interest, the user enters a query consisting of a combina-
tion of words in the query window 20. For example, refer-
ring to FIG. 2, the user enters the query “queen mother” in
the query window 20. The query is performed on equally-
sized sections of the transcript 14 referred to as “windows.”
Each window in the transcript 14 corresponds to a segment
in the digitized audio 26 and a corresponding segment in the
digitized video 34 with a particular start time and end time.
The user selects a uniform window size by typing a number
of seconds into a window size box 66.

For example, if the window size is 5 seconds, then the first
window in the transcript 14 is the text in the transcript 14
corresponding to the first five seconds of digitized audio 26
and digitized video 34, and the second window is the text in
the transcript 14 corresponding to the next five seconds of
digitized audio 26 and digitized video 34. Alternatively,
transcript windows may overlap, in which case a user-
configurable window delta value specifies the difference
between the start times of consecutive transcript windows.
For example, if the window size is five seconds and the
window delta value is one second, the first window in the
transcript 14 is the text in the transcript corresponding to the
first five seconds of digitized audio 26 and digitized video
34, and the second window is the text of the transcript 14
corresponding to seconds 1 through 6 of digitized audio 26
and digitized video 34.

Referring to FIG. 5, when the user enters a new query or
modifies an existing query (step 68), the search engine 76
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performs the query and a search engine Ul process 78
graphically displays the query results in the result window
12. Modifying an existing query can include adding a single
character to or deleting a single character from the query. As
a result, the user can view the results of a query as the query
is being modified. To make efficient use of system resources,
the search engine UI process 78 may wait until the user
pauses after pressing a key before performing a query. In this
way, only one query will be performed after the user quickly
enters a number of characters, rather than performing the
query after the user enters each character. The search engine
UI process 78 may also abort the query, if any, that is being
performed, upon the user pressing a key. This allows a new
query to be performed without waiting for a previous query
to complete execution.

When performing a query, the search engine 76 may
search for words with the same root as words in the query.
For example, if “addiction” is a query term, the search
engine 76 may search for “addict,” “addiction,” “addictive,”
and “addicted.” The search engine 76 may also use other
information retrieval techniques, e.g., searching for syn-
onyms of words in the query, to search for words based on
the query. The user may place a hyphen (“~”) before a query
term to indicate that any transcript window containing the
query term should be assigned an interest level of zero.
Conversely, if the user places a plus sign (“+”) before a
query term, then any transcript window not containing the
query term will be assigned an interest level of zero.

To graphically display the results of a query, the process
78 obtains the window size entered by the user in window
size box 66 (step 70). For each window in transcript 14, the
process 78 calculates an “interest level” (step 94). An
interest level represents the degree to which text in the
window represents segments of interest in the digitized
audio 26 and digitized video 34. An interest level is a
function of (1) the extent to which the text in the transcript
window accurately represents the words spoken in the
digitized audio 26, and (2) the extent to which the text in the
transcript window matches the query.

A window’s interest level may be calculated, for example,
as the sum of the confidences of each word in the transcript
window matching a word in the query. For example, if the
query is “queen mother,” and a transcript window contains
an occurrence of the word “queen” with a confidence level
of 0.27, another occurrence of the word “queen” with a
confidence level of 0.75, and an occurrence of the word
“mother” with a confidence level of 0.82, then the window’s
interest level is 1.84 (0.27+0.75+0.82). Thus, multiple
occurrences of a search word are all given weight in the
interest level computation.

The process 78 draws a bar chart graph of the query
results in result window 12 (step 74), according to the
procedure illustrated in FIG. 6. First, the process 78 obtains
an interest level threshold specified by the user (step 80). For
each window in the transcript, the process 78 determines
whether the window’s interest level is greater than the
interest level threshold (decision step 82). If it is, then the
window is marked as being a window of interest (step 80),
and a variable color is set to green (step 90). If the window’s
interest level is not greater than the interest level threshold
(decision step 82), then the window is marked as not being
a window of interest (step 84), and the variable color is set
to yellow (step 86).

The process 70 draws a bar in the result window 12
corresponding to the window as follows (step 92). The
height of the bar, indicated on a vertical axis 94, is equal to
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the window’s interest level. The horizontal position of the
bar, indicated on a horizontal axis 96, corresponds to the
time frame (in seconds) in the transcript 14 to which the
window corresponds. The color of the bar is the color set in
either step 86 or 90.

In the resulting graph, bars corresponding to windows
whose interest level is greater than the user-specified interest
level threshold are colored green, while other bars are
colored yellow. This provides the user with a visual indica-
tion of which windows within the transcript 14 satisfy the
user’s interest level threshold. For example, as shown in
FIG. 2, bars 95a, 95b, and 95e¢ correspond to windows
satisfying the interest level threshold, and are therefore
colored green.

The process 78 graphically displays the interest level
threshold with a horizontal interest level threshold line 96 in
the result window 12. The user may adjust the value of the
interest level threshold by dragging the interest level thresh-
old line 96 up or down with the mouse 48 or other pointer,
or by typing a value into an interest level threshold box 97.
The process 78 displays the maximum interest level of all
the transcript windows in a maximum interest level box 100.

As shown in FIG. 7, whenever the user adjusts the interest
level threshold (step 102), the process 78 redraws the result
window 12 (step 104). FIG. 8a shows the result window 12
of FIG. 2. If, for example, the user moves the interest level
threshold line 96 to the position shown in FIG. 8b, the result
window 12 is redrawn so that the bar 955, which extends
higher than the interest level threshold line 96, is drawn in
green and the remaining bars 95a, 95¢, 95d, and 95¢ are
drawn in yellow. Similarly, if the user moves the interest
level threshold line 96 to the position shown in FIG. 8c, the
result window 12 is redrawn so that the bars 95a, 955, 95c¢,
and 95¢, which are taller than the interest level threshold line
96, are drawn in green and the remaining bar 95d is drawn
in yellow.

The transcript window 22 displays phrases 106 from the
transcript 14 and corresponding times 108. For example, as
shown in FIG. 2, the phrase “is making a good recovery this”
begins at 94.32 seconds into the transcript 14. Words whose
confidence levels fall below a predetermined threshold may
be displayed as ellipses (“ . . . ) in the transcript window 22
rather than as words.

The process 78 maintains a pointer to a time within the
transcript 14, referred to as the “current time.” The current
time is indicated by a current time line 98 in the result
window 12. The user can change the current time by
dragging the current time line 98 with the mouse 48 or other
pointer device. The process 78 updates the video window 32
so that it always displays a frame from the digitized video 34
corresponding to the current time. Similarly, the process 78
updates the current transcript window 24 so that it always
displays text from the transcript 14 corresponding to the
current time. A darkened square in column 110 of the
transcript window 22 indicates that the corresponding phrase
is within the transcript window which includes the current
time. Darkened squares in column 112 of the transcript
window 22 indicate that the corresponding phrases are
within transcript windows satisfying the interest level
threshold.

The user may edit text in the current transcript window
24. If a user replaces a word in the current transcript window
24, the replaced word is deleted from the transcript 44 and
replaced with the word typed by the user, which is assigned
a confidence level of 1.0. Similarly, if a user adds a word in
the current transcript window 24, the word is added to the
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transcript 14 with an appropriate start and end time and
assigned a confidence level of 1.0.

The user may adjust the current time and the interest level
threshold simultaneously by dragging point 99. Dragging
point 99 to a new location has the combined effect of
dragging the current time line 98 and the interest level
threshold line 96, as described above. The process 78 may
provide the user with the option of selecting a new position
for the interest level threshold line 96 using the right mouse
button, selecting a new position for the current time line 98
using the left mouse button, and selecting a new position for
point 99 by dragging the point 22 with either mouse button.

The buttons 114a—g allow the user to navigate through the
transcript 14 and to examine the windows with interest
levels satisfying the interest level threshold. For example,
referring to FIG. 9a, if the user presses the “Next” button
114¢ after performing a query, the current time line 98
moves to the beginning of bar 954, which is the first bar in
the result window 12 satisfying the interest level threshold.
As described above, the search engine UI process 78 also
displays text from the transcript 14 corresponding to the
window 95a in the current transcript window 24, and
displays a frame from the digitized video 34 corresponding
to the beginning of the window 954 in video window 32.

As shown in FIG. 9b, pressing the “Next” button 114¢
causes the search engine Ul process 78 to move the current
time line 98 to the beginning of bar 95b, because bar 95b is
the next bar corresponding to a transcript window whose
interest level satisfies the interest level threshold. As shown
in FIG. 9c¢, pressing the “Next” button 114e again causes the
search engine Ul process 78 to move the current time line 98
to the beginning of bar 95e. The “Previous” button 114f
performs the same function as the “Next” button 114e,
except that it moves the current time line in the opposite
direction.

Pressing the “Play” button 114a causes the search engine
UI process 78 to play back the digitized audio 26 and
digitized video 34 in real time beginning at the current time,
and to continuously update the current time line 98 and the
current transcript window 24 accordingly. Pressing the
“Stop” button 114b terminates such playback. Pressing the
“Rewind” button 114g sets the current time to zero.

Referring to FIG. 10, if the query window 20 is empty,
then the process 78 displays a bar chart graph of the
confidence levels of the words in the transcript 14. In the bar
chart of FIG. 10, the heights of the bars 116a—i correspond
to the confidence levels of individual words in the transcript
14, and the widths of the bars 116a—i correspond to the
durations (i.e., end time minus start time) of words in the
transcript 14. Note that the vertical axis 94 is labeled with
confidence levels ranging from O through 1.0. Absence of
any bars corresponding to a particular window of time
indicates that the speech recognizer 52 did not recognize any
speech during that time.

Although elements of the invention are described in terms
of a software implementation, the invention may be imple-
mented in software or hardware or firmware, or a combina-
tion of the three.

Other embodiments include, but are not limited to, the
following. The underlying information 5 could be other than
digitized audio 26 and digitized video 34. For example, the
underlying information 5 could be audio alone. The under-
lying information 5 could be a text file containing a tran-
script of a deposition, in which case the text file would also
be the searchable information 1. The confidence levels
associated with words in the searchable information could
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all be either zero or one rather than continuous values
ranging between zero and one.

Queries can be other than keywords connected by boolean
operators. For example, a query may indicate topics, and the
search engine 3 may identify portions of the underlying
information 5 relating to those topics by means other than
text pattern matching. Queries may include directives to
search for particular classes of words (e.g., proper names or
nouns) or for words occurring with greater than a specified
frequency.

Confidence levels could represent information other than
the accuracy of speech recognition. Confidence levels could,
for example, represent likelihoods that the sentence topics
have been correctly identified in a system for tracking topics
within a stream of text. Alternatively, confidence levels
could represent likelihoods that word and sentence bound-
aries have been correctly identified by a speech recognizer.

An interest level may be other than a sum of confidence
levels. An interest level may weight the confidence levels of
user-specified words more heavily than the confidence levels
of other words, or may weight words differently based on
their order of appearance in the query.

The result window 12 could display information about the
results of a query using a graphical representation other than
a bar chart, and the interest level threshold and current time
could be manipulable by means other than the mouse 48 or
other pointer. For example, a line chart could be used instead
of a bar chart. The interest level threshold could vary over
the transcript instead of being a fixed value. For example, the
interest level threshold could be calculated as a moving
average of interest level thresholds, and a window could be
classified as a window of interest if its interest level is
greater than the current moving average.

Other embodiments are within the scope of the following
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method that enables a user to
control a search of a file that represents underlying raw
information, and to find parts of the file that represent
material of interest in the raw information, the method
comprising:

enabling the user to define criteria applicable to the file

and intended to locate parts of the file that tend to
represent material in the raw information that may be of
interest to the user;

searching the file in accordance with the criteria to find

parts of the file that meet the criteria;

defining a measure of the degree to which the found parts

represent material in the raw information that is of
interest to the user; and

providing an interactive user interface which displays to

the user the relationship between the found parts of the
file and values of the defined measure with respect to
the found parts and which changes the display in
response to changes made by the user to a threshold
associated with the defined measure.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the underlying raw
information comprises speech.

3. The method of claim 2, wherein the file comprises text
produced by a speech recognizer.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the underlying raw
information comprises text.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the criteria comprise
the presence of a particular utterance in speech.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the interactive user
interface displays to the user which found parts of the file
satisfy the threshold.
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7. The method of claim 6, wherein changing the display
comprises displaying to the user which found parts of the file
satisfy the changed threshold.
8. The method of claim 1, wherein the defined measure
relates to confidence levels.
9. The method of claim 8, wherein confidence levels are
descriptive of degrees to which parts of the file correspond
to parts of the raw information.
10. The method of claim 8, wherein the interactive user
interface displays a bar chart with bars representing the
relationship between the found parts of the file and values of
the defined measure.
11. The method of claim 10, wherein the bar chart
indicates the locations of the found parts within the file.
12. The method of claim 10, wherein the user changes the
threshold to a new value by indicating a location on the bar
chart corresponding to the new value.
13. The method of claim 12, wherein the user indicates a
location on the bar chart using a pointer device.
14. The method of claim 1, wherein the interactive user
interface further displays to the user a representation of the
raw information.
15. The method of claim 14, wherein the interactive user
interface displays a representation of a part of the raw
information corresponding to a part of the file indicated by
the user.
16. A computer-implemented method that enables a user
to control a search of a text file that represents speech
produced by a speech recognizer, and to find parts of the text
file that represent a particular utterance in the speech, the
method comprising:
enabling the user to define a query applicable to the text
file and intended to locate parts of the text file that tend
to represent the particular utterance in the speech;

searching the text file in accordance with the query to find
parts of the text file that meet the query;

defining a measure of the degree to which the found parts

represent the particular utterance, the defined measure
relating to confidence levels descriptive of degrees to
which parts of the text file correspond to parts of the
speech; and

providing an interactive user interface which:

displays to the user a bar chart with bars representing
the relationship between the found parts of the text
file and values of the defined measure with respect to
the found parts;

indicates the locations of the found parts within the text
file;

displays to the user which found parts of the text file
satisfy a threshold associated with the defined mea-
sure; and which

changes the display in response to changes made by the
user to the threshold.

17. A computer program tangibly stored on a computer-
readable medium and operable to cause a computer to enable
a user to control a search of a file that represents underlying
raw information, and to find parts of the file that represent
material of interest in the raw information, the computer
program comprising instructions to:

enable the user to define criteria applicable to the file and

intended to locate parts of the file that tend to represent
material in the raw information that may be of interest
to the user;
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search the file in accordance with the criteria to find parts

of the file that meet the criteria;

define a measure of the degree to which the found parts

represent material in the raw information that is of
interest to the user; and
provide an interactive user interface which displays to the
user the relationship between the found parts of the file
and values of the defined measure with respect to the
found parts and which changes the display in response
to changes made by the user to a threshold associated
with the defined measure.
18. The computer program of claim 17, wherein the
underlying raw information comprises speech.
19. The computer program of claim 18, wherein the file
comprises text produced by a speech recognizer.
20. The computer program of claim 17, wherein the
underlying raw information comprises text.
21. The computer program of claim 17, wherein the
criteria comprise the presence of a particular utterance in
speech.
22. The computer program of claim 17, wherein the
interactive user interface displays to the user which found
parts of the file satisfy the threshold.
23. The computer program of claim 22, wherein instruc-
tions to change the display comprises instructions to display
to the user which found parts of the file satisfy the changed
threshold.
24. The computer program of claim 17, wherein the
defined measure relates to confidence levels.
25. The computer program of claim 24, wherein confi-
dence levels are descriptive of degrees to which parts of the
file correspond to parts of the raw information.
26. The computer program of claim 24, wherein the
interactive user interface displays a bar chart with bars
representing the relationship between the found parts of the
file and values of the defined measure.
27. The computer program of claim 26, wherein the bar
chart indicates the locations of the found parts within the
file.
28. The computer program of claim 26, wherein the user
changes the threshold to a new value by indicating a location
on the bar chart corresponding to the new value.
29. The computer program of claim 28, wherein the user
indicates a location on the bar chart using a pointer device.
30. The computer program of claim 17, wherein the
interactive user interface further displays to the user a
representation of the raw information.
31. The computer program of claim 30, wherein the
interactive user interface displays a representation of a part
of the raw information corresponding to a part of the file
indicated by the user.
32. A computer program tangibly stored on a computer-
readable medium and operable to cause a computer to enable
a user to control a search of a file that represents underlying
raw information, and to find parts of the file that represent
material of interest in the raw information, the computer
program comprising instructions to:
enable the user to define a query applicable to the text file
and intended to locate parts of the text file that tend to
represent the particular utterance in the speech;

search the text file in accordance with the query to find
parts of the text file that meet the query;

define a measure of the degree to which the found parts

represent the particular utterance, the defined measure
relating to confidence levels descriptive of degrees to
which parts of the text file correspond to parts of the
speech; and
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1 12
provide an interactive user interface which: displays to the user which found parts of the text file
displays to the user a bar chart with bars representing satisfy a threshold associated with the defined mea-
the relationship between the found parts of the text sure; and which
file and values of the defined measure with respect to changes the display in response to changes made by the
the found parts; 5 user to the threshold.
indicates the locations of the found parts within the text
file; * % ok k%
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. :6,112,172 Page | of |
DATED : August 29, 2000
INVENTOR(S) : Sean D. True and Jonathan Hood Young

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is
hereby corrected as shown below:

Column 10
Line 52, cancel beginning with "32.A computer program” to and including "to the
threshold.”

Column 12
Line 5, insert the following:
-- 32. A computer program tangibly stored on a computer-readable medium and
operable to cause a computer to enable a user to control a search of a text file that
represents speech produced by a speech recognizer, and to find parts of the text file that
represent a particular utterance in the speech, the computer program comprising
instructions to:
enable the user to define a query applicable to the text file and intended to
locate parts of the text file that tend to represent the particular utterance in the speech;
search the text file in accordance with the query to find parts of the text file that
meet the query;
define a measure of the degree to which the found parts represent the particular
utterance, the defined measure relating to confidence levels descriptive of degrees to
which parts of the text file correspond to parts of the speech; and
provide an interactive user interface which:
displays to the user a bar chart with bars representing the relationship
between the found parts of the text file and values of the defined measure with respect
to the found parts;
indicates the locations of the found parts within the text file;
displays to the user which found parts of the text file satisfy a threshold
associated with the defined measure; and which
changes the display in response to changes made by the user to the

threshold. --
Signed and Sealed this

Ninth Day of April, 2002

Attest:

JAMES E. ROGAN
Artesting Officer Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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