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Claims 1-22 Claims 23-26 Claim 27 

[1.1] A method of performing 

a search comprising: 

[1.2] receiving a first partial 

search string in a first search 

field; 

[1.3] receiving a second 

partial search string in the 

first search field; 

[1.4] wherein the first and 

second partial search strings 

are separated by a string 

separator character in the first 

search field; 

[1.5] incrementally searching 

a set of documents in order to 

identify search results, 

wherein the incrementally 

searching comprises: 

[1.6] searching for a first one 

or more documents each 

including at least one string 

that corresponds to the first 

partial search string; 

[1.7] searching for a second 

one or more documents each 

including at least one string 

that corresponds to the 

second partial search string; 

and 

[1.8] updating the search 

results as each successive 

character of the first partial 

search string and the second 

partial search string is 

received respectively in the 

first search field by 

[23.1] A computing system 

comprising: 

[23.2] one or more hardware 

computer processors 

executing software to: 

[23.3] receive a first partial 

search string in a first search 

field· 

[23.4] receive a second partial 

search string in the first 

search field; 

[23.5] wherein the first and 

second partial search strings 

are separated by a string 

separator character in the first 

search field; 

[23.6] incrementally search a 

set of documents in order to 

identify search results, 

wherein the incrementally 

searching comprises: 

[23.7] searching for a first 

one or more documents each 

including at least one string 

that corresponds to the first 

partial search string; 

[23.8] searching for a second 

one or more documents each 

including at least one string 

that corresponds to the 

second partial search string; 

and 

[23.9] updating the search 

results as each successive 

character of the first partial 

[27.1] A non-transitory 

storage device storing 

software readable by a 

computing system to: 

[27.2] receive a first partial 

search string in a first search 

field· 

[27.3] receive a second partial 

search string in the first 

search field; 

[27.4] wherein the first and 

second partial search strings 

are separated by a string 

separator character in the first 

search field; 

[27.5] incrementally search a 

set of documents in order to 

identify search results, 

wherein the incrementally 

searching comprises: 

[27.6] searching for a first 

one or more documents each 

including at least one string 

that corresponds to the first 

partial search string; 

[27.7] searching for a second 

one or more documents each 

including at least one string 

that corresponds to the 

second partial search string; 

and 

[27.8] updating the search 

results as each successive 

character of the first partial 

search string and the second 

partial search string is 
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identifying one or more 

documents included in both 

the first one or more 

documents and the second 

one or more documents, 

wherein the first partial 

search string and the second 

partial search string are non-

adjacent in at least one of the 

identified documents. 

search string and the second 

partial search string is 

received respectively in the 

first search field by 

identifying one or more 

documents included in both 

the first one or more 

documents and the second 

one or more documents, 

wherein the first partial 

search string and the second 

partial search string are 

nonadjacent in at least one of 

the identified documents. 

received respectively in the 

first search field by 

identifying one or more 

documents included in both 

the first one or more 

documents and the second 

one or more documents, 

wherein the first partial 

search string and the second 

partial search string are non-

adjacent in at least one of the 

identified documents. 

2. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the first partial 

search string comprises 

characters corresponding to at 

least a portion of a first string 

being searched for and the 

second partial search string 

comprises characters 

corresponding to at least a 

portion of a second string 

being searched for. 

24. The computing system of 

claim 23, wherein executing 

the software further causes 

the computing system to: 

display, on a display device 

of the computing system, a 

user interface including an 

indication of the identified 

one or more documents 

included in both the first one 

or more documents and the 

second one or more 

documents. 

 

3. The method of claim 1, 

further comprising: 

displaying in a user interface 

an indication of the identified 

one or more documents 

included in both the first one 

or more documents and the 

second one or more 

documents. 

25. The computing system of 

claim 24, wherein executing 

the software further causes 

the computing system to: 

display via the user interface 

a portion of a selected 

identified document. 

 

4. The method of claim 3, 

further comprising displaying 

via the user interface a 

portion of a selected 

identified document.  

26. The computing system of 

claim 25, wherein executing 

the software further causes 

the computing system to: 

highlight in the user interface 

a plurality of occurrences of 

the first and second partial 

search strings in the selected 
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document while not 

highlighting portions between 

occurrences of the first and 

second partial search strings 

in the selected document. 

5. The method of claim 4, 

further comprising 

highlighting a plurality of 

occurrences of the first and 

second partial search strings 

in the selected document 

while not highlighting 

portions of text between 

occurrences of the first and 

second partial search strings 

in the selected document. 

  

6. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the string separator 

character is selected from the 

group comprising a space, 

“<”, “(”, “[”, “{”, “"”, “!”, 

“@”, “#”, “$”, “%”, “"”, “&”, 

“*”, “)”, “;”, “:”, “'”, “?”, “>”, 

“,”, “=”, and “+”. 

  

7. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the documents 

comprise emails, text 

documents, contact 

information, appointment 

information, task information, 

music files, system files, 

photographs, and/or images. 

  

8. The method of claim 1, 

wherein at least some of the 

documents comprise at least 

the following email fields in 

which one or more of the first 

and second partial search 

strings may be located: to, 

from, cc, bcc, subject, folder 

name, date, size, attachments 

or body. 

  

9. The method of claim 1, 

wherein at least some of the 

documents comprise at least 
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the following file fields in 

which one or more of the first 

and second partial search 

strings may be located: name, 

path, size, item type, date 

modified, date created, or 

content. 

10. The method of claim 1, 

wherein at least some of the 

documents comprise at least 

the following contacts fields 

in which one or more of the 

first and second partial search 

strings may be located: name, 

email address, phone number, 

company, job title, or content. 

  

11. The method of claim 1, 

wherein at least some of the 

documents comprise at least 

the following calendar fields 

in which one or more of the 

first and second partial search 

strings may be located: 

subject, start date/time, 

duration, recipients, location, 

recurrence, attendees, 

attachments, or content. 

  

12. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the search field 

corresponds to a single field 

of the documents and the 

incremental searching is 

performed only on content of 

the single field of the 

documents. 

  

13. The method of claim 12, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 

to, from, cc, bcc, subject, 

folder name, date, size, 

attachments, or body fields of 

email documents. 

  

14. The method of claim 12, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 
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name, path, size, item type, 

date modified, date created, 

or content fields of file 

documents. 

15. The method of claim 12, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 

name, email address, phone 

number, company, job title, or 

content fields of contacts 

documents. 

  

16. The method of claim 12, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 

subject, start date/time, 

duration, recipients, location, 

recurrence, attendees, 

attachments, or content fields 

of calendar documents. 

  

17. The method of claim 1, 

wherein the first partial 

search string applies to all 

textual content of the set of 

documents and the 

incremental searching of the 

second partial search string is 

performed only on content of 

a single field of documents 

within the set of documents. 

  

18. The method of claim 17, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 

to, from, cc, bcc, subject, 

folder name, date, size, 

attachments, or body fields of 

email documents. 

  

19. The method of claim 17, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 

name, path, size, item type, 

date modified, date created, 

or content fields of file 

documents. 

  

20. The method of claim 17, 

wherein the single field of the 
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documents comprises one of: 

name, email address, phone 

number, company, job title, or 

content fields of contacts 

documents. 

21. The method of claim 17, 

wherein the single field of the 

documents comprises one of: 

subject, start date/time, 

duration, recipients, location, 

recurrence, attendees, 

attachments, or content fields 

of calendar documents. 

  

22. The method of claim 1, 

where modifiers can be 

applied to either or both of 

the first partial search string 

and second partial search 

string to include one or more 

operators from the group 

comprising AND, OR, NOT, 

NEAR, date ranges, and size 

ranges. 
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