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Search-BoostersFor Your PC
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ith a hard
drive that has a capacity of at least 40 billion bytes -- room

Asub-$500 deshtop PC these davs comes

for the text of

3,000 copies of War and Peace, All that
space means that anyvihing vou save, from Grandma's e-
mail messages o a Web page for a guaint bed-and-
break

i likely to stay there forever. Good luck trving to

While companies, led by Google, have turned Web search
into a science, it remains painfuld to look for content stored
on VOUT own computer, Windows' built-in ssarch will hunt
through vour disk - slowly - for a single word or phrase,
bt it doesn't search through saved e-mail messages, And
the search function built into Microsoeft Outlook {MSFT

}is even worse. It iz extremely slow, and its poor desizn
makes advanced features, such az limiting the zearch o a
range of dates, almost unusable. (Searches on the
Macintosh (AAPL

} are faster but not much better)

Microeott promises that all this will be fxed in the next

version of Windows. Since the - howesver,

S TR YEATS AW

Itock & look at some products that can meke searches
easiar and more convenient todav.

X1{s00, 15-day free trial available) from X1 Technologies
{xt.com) offers a lot of the capability that Windows leaves
out. The first thing X1 does when vou install it iz build an
index of all the text on vour hard drive, o task that can take

several hours. But once the fndex is complete, searches
blindingly fast, with the resulis appearing as quickly az you
can tvpe the guery. The files or e-mail messs
Hsted in a panel at the et of the X1 window, and the

e

zes found are
contents of the selected item are shown in the main
window. X1 PROVIDIES TARS for separately searching
fileg, contacts, e-mail attachments, or messages {from

Outlosk, Outlook Express, Netscape (TWX

1, or Eudora ). Each tab offers appropriate search fields,

such a3 "from” and “subject” for mail and "type” for files,
Many file types, incduding thos
programs and PDF files, are displaved correctly formatied
with the matches to vour query highlighted. Doubla-

rom Microsoft Office

ol

on an item, and it opens in the appropriate program.

K1 gueries use the same syntax as Google, except that,
unlike Google, the svstem doesn't et vou search for an
exact phrase by putting several words in guotes. An
upeoning version should fix this and add the ability 1o
search for docursents containing any of several kev words,
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H vou want 1o search only e-mall messazes in Outlook or
Citlook Express, ISYSemail.search from Odyssey
Devalopment {isveemail.com )} provides a less expensive
{530, with a free 20-day trial} alternative, Like X1, it starts
by indexing vour mail. Its search capabdlities are achually

more refined than Xi's, offering queries for exact phrases
as well as for key words linked by "and,” "or,” or "not.” You
alse can easily 2earch by sender, recipient, or date range,
bt the lack of a way to search by attachment name is
unfortunate.

Onfolio ($80, with a 30-day free triall,
the same name, s not e

, from a conpany of

v g zsearchtool, butitcanbe a
big help in making searches of the Web or of vour
comyputer movs nseful, It's an Internel Explorer add-on
that acts a8 a sort of electronic scrapbook. After launching
a Web search, vou can save Honks to the Web pages vou
find, or copies of the pazges themselves, In scrapbooks of
information, along with related suippets from vour hard
drive. Ancther component of Cnfolio makes it simple 1o
assernble the collected data into a report. (4 version
without the report writer is available for $30.)

The zgest drawback of both X1 and I5Y% iz that thev are
not integrated with either the e-mail programs or the
operating syarern. You should be able 1o 8nd 2 mail
message or fle by looking in vour =-madl program ar a
directory window, not by firlng wp another apphication. But
T don't have high hopes that Microsoft will ever get this
right. Until thev do, these programs arve a helpful step in
the right direction.For a col
omdine-only reviews of technology products, click hers By
Stephen H. Wildstrom

tpetion of past columns and
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blem brasking Disgus. Formors informstion, plaase vigh
.
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