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Examiner 

Andrew W. Chung 

Applicant(s) 
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-The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE J. MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ·--✓ 
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2a)O This action is FINAL.· 2b)IZI This action is non-final. 

3)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11,453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4)1Zl Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 
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5)0 Claim(s) __ is/are allowed. 

6)1Zl Claim(s) 1-20 is/are rejected. 
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1. Claims 1-20 are pending. 

Specification 

2. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds the 150 word limit. 

Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.0l(b). 

Page2 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: On page 2 paragraph 

[0005] 'searches' is misspelled as 'searchers.' 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC§ 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 16-20 recite the limitation "a set of search results according to claim 8" in line 1, 

however, claim 8 recites a method, not "a set a of search results." There is insufficient 

antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. Examiner interprets the limitation to be "a set of 

search results according to claim 15." 

Claim Rejei:tions-35 USC§ 101 

6. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 
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Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of matter, or 
any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the conditions and 
requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non-. 

statutory subject matter. 

Claims 1-20 lack the necessary physical articles or objects to constitute a machine or a 

manufacture within the meaning of35 USC 101. The language of the claims raises a question as 

to whether the claims are directed merely toward an abstract idea that is not tied to a 

technological environment or machine that would result in a practical application producing a 

concrete, useful, and tangible result to form the basis of statutory subject matter. The claims 

require the addition of physical hardware elements to provide tangible res~lts. 

Claim Rejections-35 USC§ 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 35l(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Dumais et al. 

(US 2004/0267700 Al) 
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The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 

the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 

102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 

CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 

inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 

showing under 3 7 CFR 1.131. 

As per claim 1 Dumais et al. discloses: 

- generating search results (paragraph [0029] "The results can be interleaved with the 

personal results or returned in a separately marked region of the display") where the results 

are search results (paragraph [0029]) and being returned and displayed inherently means the 

search results have been generated. 

- an input interface to receive search input (paragraph [0027] "A search component 150 

is provided that receives a user query 154 for information items contained in the content index 

140. The search component 150 can be provided as part of a user interface") where the "user 

interface" is an "input interface" as claimed and receiving a suer query is receiving "search 

input" as claimed. 

- an access engine, the engine communicating with the input interface to receive the 

search input (paragraph [0027] "A search component 150 is provided that receives a user 
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query 154 for information items contained in the content index 140. The search component 150 

can be provided as part of a user interface:") where the "search component" is an "access 

engine" as claimed and being part of the "user interface" (i.e. input interface) inherently means it 

communicates with the "user interface." 

- manage the distribution of the search input to at least one email store and at least one 

search service (paragraph [0005] "The user interface facilitates information searches that 

automatically cut across different information sources while supporting fast information 

retrieval") where the "search component" is part of the "user interface" and facilitating 

information search across different information sources is managing the distribution of the search 

input and the "information sources" can include at least one email store and at least one search 

service (paragraph [0024] "The system 100 includes one or more information sources 110 that 

are accessed or considered by a user. These sources 110 can be similar or disparate in nature 

having dissimilar information content, whereby some of the information sources may represent 

local data locations such as files, folders, applications, images, audio files, appointments, email, 

and so forth, and other sources 110 may represent remote sources such as web information, 

for example.") and (paragraph [0029] "One approach to combining methods for indexing and 

retrieval of information from a personal store is to also send a submitted query ( or an 

automatically reformulated version of that query) to another search engine in addition to the 

personal search system, e.g., MSN Search or Google for the accessing resources from the World 

Wide Web") where MSN Search and Google exemplify a search service. 



Application/Control Number: 11/128,397 

Art Unit: 2160 

Page6 

- manage the presentation of a set of search results received from the at least one email 

store and at least one search service. (paragraph [0021] "A search component responds to a 

search query, initiates a search across the indexed data, and outputs links to locations of a 

subset and/or provides sparse representations of the subset.") where outputing links to 

locations inherently involves "managing the presentation of a set of search results" as claimed 

and the search component searches across at least one email store and at least one search service 

(paragraph [0024] "The system 100 includes one or more information sources 110 that are 

accessed or considered by a user. These sources 110 can be similar or disparate in nature having 

dissimilar information content, whereby some of the information sources may represent local 

data locations such as files, folders, applications, images, audio files, appointments, email, and 

so forth, and other sources 110 may represent remote sources such as web information, for 

example.") and (paragraph [0029] "One approach to combining methods for indexing and 

retrieval of information from a personal store is to also send a submitted query ( or an 

automatically reformulated version of that query) to another search engine in addition to the 

personal search system, e.g., MSN Search or Google for the accessing resources from the World 

Wide Web") where MSN Search and Google exemplify a search service. 

As per claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and Dumais et al. further discloses: 
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- the at least one email store comprises at least one local email store hosted in a client. 

(paragraph [0038] "By default, the users' mail profile (both local and network stores), web 

cache, and personal files are indexed") where "users' mail profile" contains email stores. 

As per claim 3, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and Dumais et al. further discloses: 

- the at least one email store comprises at least one remote networked email store. 

(paragraph [0038] "By default, the users' mail profile (both local and network stores), web 

cache, and personal files are indexed") where "users' mail profile" contains email stores. 

As per claim 4, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and Dumais et al. further discloses: 

- the at least one email store comprises a plurality of email stores. (paragraph [0038] 

"By default, the users' mail profile (both local and network stores), web cache, and personal 

files are indexed") where "users' mail profile" contains email stores and having "both local and 

network stores" is "a plurality of email stores" as claimed. 

As per claim 5, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and Dumais et al. further discloses: 

- the search service comprises at least one of a public Internet search service 

(paragraph [0029] "One approach to combining methods for indexing and retrieval of 

information from a personal store is to also send a submitted query ( or an automatically 
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reformulated version of that query) to another search engine in addition to the personal search 

system, e.g., MSN Search or Google for the accessing resources from the World Wide Web") 

where MSN Search and Google exemplify "a public Internet search service" as claimed. 

- and a private network search service. (paragraph [0029] "One approach to combining 

methods for indexing and retrieval of information from a personal store is to also send a 

submitted query ( or an automatically reformulated version of that query) to another search 

engine in addition to the personal search system") where personal search system is "a private 

network search service" as claimed. 

As per claim 6, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and Dumais et al. further discloses 

- the presentation of the set of search results comprises a ranked list of matches in a 

interleaved fashion (paragraph [0029] "Gathering results from the personal store and from the 

outside resources (e.g., the Internet) provide opportunities for display of the two lists ofresults in 

different ways. For example, a system can mark the search results as coming from outside the 

personal store, or from the particular store it has been retrieved from (e.g., from "the Web" or 

from "cs.stanford.edu" on the Web"). The results can be interleaved with the personal 

result.") where "results" are the search results of the search service (private and/or public) and 

the "personal results" are the search results of the "personal search system" which includes email 

stores and (paragraph [0042] "The results 314 are sorted by Date or Rank by default") where 



, Application/Control Number: 11/128,397 

Art Unit: 2160 

Page9 

"results" are the search results of the search service (private and/or public) where "results 314" 

are the set of search results including results from both the search service and the email stores. 

- based on a unified ranking of relevancefrom the at least one email store and the at 

least one search service. (paragraph [0044] "By default date or a match score can be used to 

rank the items") and (paragraph [0029] "Gathering results from: the personal store and from 

the outside resources (e.g., the Internet) provide opportunities for display of the two lists of 

results in different ways.") where "personal store" can include "at least one email store" as 

claimed and outside resources can include "at least ·one search service" as claimed. • 

As per claim 7, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and Dumais et al. further discloses: 

- the access engine accesses a cache to return matches associated with the at least one 

email store. (paragraph [0027] "the search component 150 extracts items from the content 

index 140 such as emails") where "the search component" is the "access engine" as claimed and 

extracting emails the "content index" is "accessing a cache to return matches associated with the 

at least one email store." 
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As per claims 8-14, claims 8-14 are method claims corresponding to ~e system claims 1-

7 and as such are rejected under the same reasons set forth in connection to the rejection of 

claims 1-7 respectively. 

As per claims 15-20, claims 15-20 are method claims corresponding to the system claims 

1-6 and as such are rejected under the same reasons set forth in connection to the rejection of 

claims 1-6 respectively. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Andrew W. Chung whose telephone number is (571) 270-3205. 

The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Friday 7:30 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., };:ST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 

supervisor, Chameli Das can be reached on (571) 272-3696. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. S~tus information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more infomiation about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Andrew Chung 
Patent Examiner 

cJ.p.J/ C • D (JV\ 

CHAMELI DAS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

~[ 1-s/ o'":J, 
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