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Vizio's Wireless TV Connects to the Web
Through New 'Widget Stream’

One of the main trends of CES 2009 is that manufactures are finally
making good on their promise to fully integrate TVs with internet
content. Vizio is surprisingly one of the biggest players, with a new
‘Connected HDTV’ platform announced this week that packs in 802.11n
Wi-Fi and streams in media on an graphic layer [...]
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One of the main trends of CES 2009 is that manufactures are finally making good
on their promise to fully integrate TVs with internet content.
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Vizio is surprisingly one of the biggest players, with a new 'Connected HDTV'
platform announced this week that packs in 802.11n Wi-Fi and streams in media
on an graphic layer on the screen. Some of the internet companies that have
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agreed to push their content onto the TV include net heavyweights like Yahoo!,
Netflix, Amazon.com, MySpace, and Flickr.

The 'Connected' platform will be added to some of the best Vizio TV's announced
at CES, including its sweet LED-backlighted $2,000 55-inch VF551XVT LCD.

As you can see in the pic below the streaming media option looks like a cooler,
better organized, and more graphically intense version of the info banners used
by cable news networks. Interestingly, those news banners will probably now be
covered at the moment you choose your next net-based program. This could be a
good thing.

The net platform is being developed in conjunction with Yahoo and

Intel’s new TV Widgets program, while Adobe's Flash Lite tech contributes its
familiar graphical snappiness. Yahoo's software holds all the widgets, which
means they get to interpret the application for the other net companies. But
Yahoo says that using its own SDK, viewers will be able to adjust or create their
own widgets out of their favorite programs, all from the TV.

Before you get too excited at the integrated-media beauty of it all, know that the
widget will allow those companies to offer ads on the stream. We haven't seen the
full implications of this live, but as long as the ads aren't intrusive or have an
erroneous intent (Cialis,

I'm talking to you), I wouldn't mind them at all for the added value service.
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The Vizio TV comes with a cool QWERTY slider remote to navigate net content
but company reps promise that manipulating the UI of the stream will be simple.
Yahoo and Intel found in their lead-up research that people wanted a big button
to make the stream go away in a single step, and that’s exactly what you can do
with this remote.

Don't fret if you don't particularly like Vizio TVs but are into the new features.
Toshiba and

Samsung, among other TV makers, will also offer Yahoo Widgets in their sets by
the end of the year.

With more and more of these options taking hold in TVs, it looks like the days of
thinking of televisions as stupid Boob Tube passive devices are numbered.

Expect the Vizio Connected HDTV to be avallable this fall, at an undisclosed price.
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MORE FROM WIRED

8 Sweet Deals on Streaming Devices, Smart TVs, and Projectors
Upgrade your movie nights and Netflix binges with these home theater sales.

NENA FARRELL
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The Best Smart Speakers With Alexa, Google Assistant, and Siri
Chatty assistants from Amazon, Apple, and Google are popular. But which one is right for you?

PARKER HALL

12 Best Mario Day Deals on Nintendo Switch Games and Accessories
March 10 is Mario Day, and Nintendo is celebrating with all sorts of deals.

LOURYN STRAMPE
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Lenovo's Project Crystal Is a Concept Laptop With a Transparent Display
You can see clearly now through the Project Crystal. But what is it for? And is a transparent

phone next?

JULIAN CHOKKATTU

Hands-On With Samsung’s Health-Hacking Galaxy Ring
As the smart ring race heats up, Samsung has revealed more about its coming health-based

wearable, and how it will pimp Galaxy Watches.

JULIAN CHOKKATTU
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Crying in Apple Vision Pro

[ watched a steady diet of sad movies in Apple’s headset. It was strangely emotional, but the
weight of the headset—and aloneness—distracted from the movies.

LAUREN GOODE

How to Keep Your Loved Ones Safe From Financial Scams

The elderly are particularly vulnerable to subscription scams and aggressive tech upselling.
Here’s how to get your family the services and devices they need.

SIMON HILL
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Your TV Sounds Awful. These Soundbars Can Fix That

Every television deserves a row of speakers to call its own. These are our favorite soundbars.

PARKER HALL

MODLOFT

9 DOORDASH

SAMSUNG
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WIRED COUPONS

MODLOFT DISCOUNT CODE
Flash sale: Extra $200 off Modloft promo code

DOORDASH PROMO CODE
1st Order: 25% Off DoorDash Promo Code ($15 minimum)

SAMSUNG PROMD CODE

Samsung coupon Code for up to 40% Off select devices
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HOTELS.COM COUPON
® Hotels...
Hotel Bookings - 30% off Hotels.com coupon

WIEED
One year for SUBSCRIBE

DYSON PROMD CORR50 $1/month
Extra 20% off sitewide - Dyson promo code

dyson

COOKIES SETTINGS
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