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-phone

=ORIGIN mid 19th cent
voice.'

<phone »comb. form 1 denoting an instrument using or
connected with sound: megaphone
2 denoung a person who uses a specified language:
francophone

~ORIGIN from Greek phiné ‘sound, voice.’

phone bank »n. a battery of telephones: campaign vol-
unteers have spent countless hours manning phone banks.

phone book »n. a telephone directory.

phone card »n another term for CALLING CARD
(sense 2).

phone-in »n. & ad|. another term for CALL-N

phosneme | ‘foném| »n. Phonetics any of the perceptu-
ally disunct units of sound in a specified language that
disunguish one word from another, for example p, b,
d, and r in the English words pad, pat, bad, and bat.
Compare with ALLOPHONE.

-DERIVATIVES phosnesmic | f2'némik; fo-| ad); pho*
nesmics |f>'némuks, fo-| n

-ORIGIN late 19th cent: from French phoneme, from
Greek phonéma ‘sound, speech,’ from phinemn ‘speak.’

phone sex »n. a commercial service providing its cus-
tomers with sexually explicit telephone conversation
for the purposes of sexual graufication.

phoeneteic |fa'neuk! »adj. Phonetics of or relaung to
speech sounds: derailed phonetsc information.
® (of a system of writing) having a direct correspond-

ence between symbols and sounds: a phonenc alpha-
ber. W of or relaung to phonetics: phonetic traming.

~DERIVATIVES phoeneteiscalely |-ik(a)l¢| adv; phoe
neteiscism |-'neti sizam | n; phosnetsiscist |-'netisist|
n

from Greek phiné ‘sound,

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from modern Laun phonen-
cus, from Greek phonénkes, from phonen ‘speak.
phoeneteics |fa'nenks| »plural n. [treated as sing] the
study and classification of speech sounds.
~DERIVATIVES phoenestiscian | fona'usHan| n.
phoesney »adj. & n. variant spelling of PHONY.
phoneic | 'finik| »adj. of or relaung to speech sounds.
® of or relatng to phonics: the English language presents
difficulnies 1if a purely phomic approach is attempted.
-DERIVATIVES phonsiecalely |ik(a)le| adv
~ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from Greek phoné ‘voice’ +

-IC.

phoneics | 'finiks| splural n. [treated as sing] a method
of teaching people to read by correlating sounds with
letters or groups of lerters in an alphabetic writing sys-
tem.

pho*no | 'fono| »n. short for PHONOGRAPH.

»adj. [atnb] denoting a type of plug, and the corre-
sponding socket, used with audio and video equip-
ment, 1n which one conductor 1s cylindrical and the
other is a central prong that extends beyond it.

~ORIGIN 1940s: abbreviauon of PHONOGRAPH.
phono- »comb. form relating to sound: phonograph.
-ORIGIN from Greek phoné ‘sound, voice.”
phoenoecaredi*osgram | fono'kirdes,graem | »n. Med-
cine a chart or record of the sounds made by the heart.
phoenosgram | 'fona grem | »n. Phonetics a symbol rep-
resentng a vocal sound.
phoenosgraph | 'fons graf| »n. a record player.

m chefly historical an early sound-reproducing machine
that used cylinders to record as well as reproduce
sound.

-DERIVATIVES phoenosgrapheic | fona'grefik| ad
phoenoegraph receord »n. fuller form of RECORD
(sense 4).
phoenoslite |'fona lit| »n. Geology a fine-grained vol-
canic igneous rock composed of alkali feldspars and
nepheline.

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from PHONO- ‘relating to
sound’ (because of its resonance when struck) + -ITE!.

phoenoleo*gy | f>'nalae; fo-| »n. the branch of linguis-
tics that deals wath systems of sounds (including or ex-
cluding phonetics), esp. in a particular language.
®the system of relatonships among the speech
sounds that consutute the fundamental components
of a language.

-DERIVATIVES phoenorlogeiccal | fona'lankal| ad;
phoenorlogeiscalely | fona'lajik(a)l&| adv; phoenoleo*
gist |-nst| n

phoe*non | 'fonan| »n. Physics a quantum of energy or a
quasiparticle associated with a compressional wave
such as sound or a vibranion of a crystal lattice.

-ORIGIN 1930s: from Greek phoné ‘sound,’ on the
pattern of photon.

phoenostacetics | fono'takuks| »plural n. [treated as
sing | the study of the rules governing the possible pho-
neme sequences In a language.

~DERIVATIVES phoenostacetic |-uk| ad|

phoeny | ‘fone| (also phoney) informal »adj. (phonier,
phoniest) not genuine; fraudulent: I thought your ac-
cent was a bit phony.

»n. (pl-ies) a fraudulent person or thing.
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-DERIVATIVES phosnily | ‘fonile| 8¢
n

~ORIGIN late 19th cent: of unknown ongin.
war the period of comparauve inacton .:n.::
beginning of World War II berween the Gemfur:'l
sion of Poland (September 1939) and that of Norway
April 1940) )
p(hg:-ey 'f6oe | informal sexciam. (also pfui) useda”m'hc:rr
press disdain or disbelief: I say phooey to
money and fine clothes
»n. nonsense: those excuses are a lot of phooey.
~ORIGIN 1920s: imitative
-phore »comb. form denoting .m;hg:m
specified thing: tonophere | semaphore
~DERIVATIVES -phorous comb form in corresponding
adjecuives.
—ORIGIN from modern Latin -phorus, from C::.:k
-phoros, -phoron ‘beanng, bearer, from pherein gm
phorseesy | 'forasé | »n. Zookgy an association - s
two organisms in which one (¢.g., 3 mite) ¥
the body of another, without being kll ;:'nsne.
~DERIVATIVES phoereteic |f>'rely ;
—ORIGIN 1920s: from French phorisie, from Greek
horésis ‘being carried.”
P,!"lo'ron'l'da 'B>'rinads| Zociogy a small phylum of
wormlike marine mvenebmc}. il
—DERIVATIVES phoeroenid |[>'ronid| n
-ORI1GIN modern Latin (plural), from }ann Phomv;u.
Phoronid-, the name of a character in Greek mytholo-

or bearer of a

2y
hosegene | ‘fisjen| »n. Chemstry a colorless poisonous

pgn :::gdc by the reaction of chlorine and carbon dnox‘;
ide. It was used as a poison gas, notably in Worl
War L. '
‘Alternative name: carbonyl chiloride, chem. formula:
COCl, s

~ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from Greek phds ‘light’ +
-GEN, with reference to its original production by the
action of sunlight on chlorine and carbon monoxide.

phosephastase | ‘fisfa tas| »n. Bochemistry an enzyme
that catalyzes the hydrolysis of organic phosphates in
a specified (acid or alkaline) environment.

phosephate | ‘fisfat| »n. 1 Chemstry a salt or ester of
phosphoric acid, containing PO4*- or a related anion
or a group such as ~OPO(OH)2.
2 an effervescent soft drink containing phosphoric
acid, soda water, and flavoring.

-ORX’GIN late 18th cent.: from French, from phosphore
‘phosphorus.”

phosephateic |fis fxtik| »ad). (chiefly of rocks and
fertilizer) containing or consisting of phosphates.

phosephastide | 'fasf>,tid | »n. Biochemisiry any of a class
of compounds that are fatty acid esters of glycerol
phosphate with a nitrogen base linked to the phos-
phate group.

phosephastiedylechosline | fasf> udl'kolen; fas, feta-
dl-| »n. Bochemsstry another term for LECITHIN.

phossphene | 'fasfen| »n. a ning or spot of hight pro-
duced by pressure on the eyeball or direct stimulation
of the visual system other than by light.

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: formed irregularly from
Greek phds ‘hght’ + phamnein “to show.”

phosephide |'fasfid| »n. Chemistry a binary compound
of phosphorus with another element or group.

phosephine |'fasfén| »n. Chemstry a colorless foul-
smelling gaseous compound of phosphorus and hy-
drogen, analogous to ammonia.
«Chem. formula: PH,. It forms salts containing the phos-
phonium 1on, PH*

~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from PHOSPHO- ‘relating to
phosphorus’ + =INE?, on the pattern of amne.

phosephite |'fasfit| »n. Chemstry old-fashioned term
for phosphonate (see PHOSPHONIC ACID).

phospho- »comb. form representing PHOSPHORUS.

phossphoscreeastine | fisfo'kreatn| »n. Bochemistry a
phosphate ester of creatine found in vertebrate mus-
cle, where 1t serves to store phosphates to provide en-
ergy for muscular contraction.

phosephosdi*esstersase | fasfodi'estaras| »n. Bio-
chemsstry an enzyme that breaks a phosphodiester bond
in an oligonucleotide.

phosephoediseseter bond | fisfodi'estar| »n. Biochem-
istry a chemical bond of the kind joining successive
sugar molecules in a polynucleotide.

phosephorlispase | fisfo'lipas| »n. Bochemistry an en-
zyme that hydrolyzes lecithin or a similar phospho-

lipd.

phosephoslipeid | fisfo'lipid| »n. Bochemstry a lipid
containing a phosphate group in its molecule, e.g.,
lecithin.

phosephoneic aceid |fis'fanik| »n. Chemstry a crys-
talline acid obtamned by the reaction of phosphorus
trioxide with water.

*A dibasic acid; chem. formula: HPO(OH),.

~DERIVATIVES phossphosnate |'fasfo nat| n

_ photg,

~ORIGIN late 19th cent: phasphomic from o
‘relating to phosphorus,’ on the pattern of
phos=pho=nisum | fas foneam | »n. see Pulfomyc

—ORIGIN late 19th cent.: blend ofmm
g

ho-bro-uln | fisfo'proten

0s*p| [fas! | s

p:mlem that contains phosphorus (other &?’u,
cleic acid or a phospholipid).

phosephor |'fisfar| »n. a synthetic "“‘“’“czm
phosphorescent substance, esp. any of thoge or
coat the screens of cathode-ray tubes. Used ¢,
# old-fashioned term for PHOSPHORUS.

~ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin phogs i
PHOSPHORUS) . See

phosephosrateed | 'fisi> ratid | »ad). combineq
pregnated with phosphorus m.

phosephor bronze »n. a tough, hard form of
containing a small amount of phosphorus, wb"‘:

L}
Illn“

for bearings ]
phosephoeresce | fisfa'res| »v. [inans] emy o
radiation by phosphorescence. or
phossphosresscence | fasfs'resans | sn. lighy
by a substance without combustion or perc m""“‘d
heat: the stomes overhead gleamed unth Phosphorescenc,
# Physcs the emission of radiation m a simlar
to fluorescence but on a longer timescale, yo the
emission continues after excitation ceases.
-DERIVATIVES phossphosresscent a
phosephoreic | fis'forik| »adj. relating to or Containing
phosphorus.
B Chemistry of phosphorus with a valence of five Comy.
pare with PHOSPHOROUS.
—ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from French phoy
from phosphore ‘phosphorus.’ Phomique,
phosephoreic aceid »n. Chemistry a crystalline acid o
tained, ¢.g., by treating phosphates with sulfuric
and used in fertilizer and soap manufacture ang &
food processing.
+A tribasic acid; chem. formula: H,PO,
phosephoerite | 'fasfa rit| »n. a sedimentary rock cop.
taining a high proportion of calcium phosphate.
~ORIGIN late 18th cent.: from PHOSPHORUS + g1
phosephoerous |'fasforas; fis'(oras| »ad). relating 1o
or containing phosphorus. Compare with puog-
PHORIC
u Chemistry of phosphorus with a valence of three.
® phosphorescent.

USAGE: The correct spelling for the noun denoting
the chemical element is phosphorus, while the cor.
rect spelling for the adjective meaning ‘relating 1o or
containing phosphorus’ is phosphorous. A commog
mistake is to use the spelling phosphorous for the
noun as well as the adjective

phossphoerous aceid »n. another term for pros-
PHONIC ACID.

phosephoerus | 'fasfaras| »n. the chemical element of
atomic number 15, a poisonous, combustible non-
metal that exists in two common allotropic forms,
white phosphorus, a yellowish waxy solid that ignites
spontaneously in air and glows in the dark, and red
phosphorus, a less reactive form used in making

matches. (Symbol: P)

-ORIGIN late 17th cenu: from Laun, from Greek
phasphoros, from phos ‘light” + -phoros “~bringing.'
phosephoerylease |'fasfors las; fas'fors las| sn Bo
chemistry an enzyme that introduces a phosphate group
into an organic molecule, notably glucose.
phosephorryleate |'fasfors lat; fas'fors-| »v. [wans]

(often be phosphorylated) chefly Bochemistry mtro-

duce a phosphate group into (2 molecule or com-

pound).

~DERIVATIVES phosephosrylastion
SHan| n.

phot |fot| »n. a unit of illumination equal to one lu-
men per square centimeter.

=~ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from Greek phds, phir-
‘light.’

phostic | ‘forik| »ad). technical of or relaung to light, esp
as an agent of chemical change or physiologxcal re-
sponse.

% Ecology denoting the layers of the ocean reached by
sufficient sunlight to allow plant growth: an average
depth for the photic zone is about 300 feet.

phostieno |fo'tend | »n. (pl. -08) Physes the hypothetical
s:xpers_vmmcmc counterpart of the photon, with spin
1y,

=ORIGIN 1970s: from PHOTON + -1n0 from NEUTRINO.
phosto |'foro| »n. (pl -0s) a photograph

® nformal a photo finish.

=ORIGIN mud 19th cent.: abbreviation
Photo- »comb. form 1 relating to light: phorochemical.

2 relating to photography: photocomposition.

~ORIGIN sense 1 from Greek phas, phat- ‘light’; sense

2, abbreviation of PHOTOGRAPHY.

'fasfora’la-
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