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3 
Preferably the server stores perm1ss10n information indicating whether the location 
information for the first user is available to the second user and the method preferably 
includes checking the permission information prior to the transmitting step. Each user 
may specify that location information is available only to specified users or groups or 

5 categories of users or that the information is publicly available. Similar permissions may 
be associated with other information stored for each user (as will be described below); the 
preferred features of this aspect may be provided independently or in combination with 
other aspects. If the second user is not permitted to know the location of the first user, the 
information is not transmitted. References to the information being available in the first 

10 and subsequent aspects are intended to encompass the information being stored but not 
available to a particular user by virtue of permissions granted as well as the information 
not being stored. The message returned to the second user may be different or may be the 
same for the cases where the information is denied and where it is not stored at all. 
Notification of a request for information, whether satisfied or denied, may be 

15 communicated to the first user. In addition or instead of a first user granting permission to 
a second user, the second user may request permission to have access to information from 
the first user's profile, for example business card details, location information, preferences 
and the like. A request for permission may be communicated to the first user, preferably 
as a question, who may respond, preferably with a simple yes/no command. 

20 
In a related third aspect, the invention may provide a method of communicating 
information concerning the user(s) in a specified location to a second user, the method 
comprising: 

receiving at a server location information for a plurality of users; 
25 storing the location information at the server together with an identifier of each 

user; 
receiving at the server a request from a second user querying which users are at a 

specified location; 
checking whether location information for any of said plurality of users matches 

30 said specified location; and 

35 

transmitting to the second user an identifier of the or each user for whom a match 
is found, if available. 

This may enable a user rapidly to determine which users are at a selected location. 

Preferred aspects of the above and other aspects may be applied to the third aspect. The 
second user may specify specific users or a specific group of users or all users for whom 
the second user has permission to obtain location details. The group of users may be 
specified in accordance with the aspects described below. As with earlier aspects, the 

40 request may be in any of a number of formats, including a command of the form "who is 
at X?" or "who is here?" - the location of the requesting user may be stored and used as a 
location specifier. The location may be specified by a simple text match ( optionally using 
known "intelligent" fuzzy matching algorithms) or based on geographical identifiers - for 
example to list users within a predetermined or specified distance. 

45 
In a fourth aspect, the invention provides a method of communicating information from a 
first user to a group of specified users, the method comprising: 

receiving, at a server, from a first user a command including at least one 
abbreviated identifier of another designated user and information; 
































































































































































































































































