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U.S. Patent No. 11,465,891
Comparing the Vermeer CTX50 to Independent Claim 1 

Claim 1 Vermeer CTX50 

1.  A loader apparatus 
configured for standing 
operator control and 
comprising: 

a loader adapted to carry a 
tool, the loader being 
moveable between a down 
position and a vertically 
raised position,  

Vermeer Manufacturing Company - Ex. 2023
Kubota v. Vermeer

IPR2025-00381
Page 1 of 8



Vermeer CTX50 
U.S. Patent 11,465,891 2 

the loader comprising:  
a first loader arm; and 
second loader arm; and at 
least one cross-member that 
extends from the first loader 
arm to the second loader 
arm; 
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a loader support having a 
first side and a second side,  
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the loader being free from 
direct attachment to the 
loader support; 

a first actuator for tilting of 
a tool connected to the 
loader;  
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a first linkage connected to 
the first side of the loader 
support and connected to 
the loader, the first linkage 
being pivotal relative to the 
first side of the loader 
support;  

a second linkage connected 
to the first side of the loader 
support and connected to 
the loader, the second 
linkage being pivotal 
relative to the first side of 
the loader support; 
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a second actuator for raising 
the loader, the second 
actuator being connected to 
the loader support and 
connected to the loader, the 
second actuator being 
directly attached to the 
loader, the second actuator 
being pivotal relative to at 
least the first side of the 
loader support; 

a control station having 
operator controls for 
propelling the loader 
apparatus forward and for 
raising and lowering the 
loader; and  
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an operator platform for 
standing operation of the 
operator controls of the 
control station;  

a drive mechanism for 
propelling the loader 
apparatus over a supporting 
surface, at least a portion of 
the operator platform being 
disposed rearward of the 
drive mechanism relative to 
a longitudinal axis of the 
loader apparatus; and 
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wherein the loader 
apparatus does not include 
an operator’s seat. 
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