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the author a portion of revenue generated therefrom due to the number 
of accesses (230). 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 001



Published: 
with international search report 

WO 01/59653 Al 1111111111111111 IIIIII IIIII IIII I 1111111111111111111111111111111111111111 11111111 

For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid­
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations II appearing at the begin­
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 002



WO 01/59653 PCT/US0l/03223 

SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR NETWORK REVENUE SHARING 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

1. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention is related to the distribution of revenue generated by 

access to on-line content. 

2. RELATED APPLICATION 

This application is related to U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/181,815, 

filed February 11, 2000 titled "Revenue Share Method" and claims priority under 

U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/181,815, filed February 11, 2000. 

3. ART BACKGROUND 

Today it is quite common to purchase and access product and services on­

line through various networks including the Internet. For example, an on-line 

service can generate revenue from content provided on the service. 

Revenue may be generated by publishing the picture, for example, by selling 

the picture. In such instances, commission may be paid to the picture owner due to 

the sale of the picture. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

The system and method of the present invention provides a model for 

sharing revenue between a publisher of content and an author who provides the 

content. In one embodiment, the author produces at least a portion of the content 

and provides it to the publisher. The publisher then publishes the content, for 

example, on a web site, for access by a consumer. If the consumer accesses the 

l 
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content, the publisher provides at least a portion of the revenue derived from the 

access to the author. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

The objects, features and advantages of the present invention will be 

apparent from the following detailed description in which: 

Figures la and lb illustrate embodiments of system which can perform the 

revenue sharing process of the present invention. 

Figure le illustrates one embodiment of a processor which can be used in the 

system of Figures la and lb. 

Figures 2a and 2b are flowcharts of embodiments of the process of the 

present invention. 

Figures 3a and 3b are flowcharts of embodiments of the process of the 

present invention which counts "hits" to "authors" content. 

Figure 4 is a flowchart of one embodiment of the process of the present 

invention based on advertising sales. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

In the following description, for purposes of explanation, numerous details 

are set forth in order to provide a through understanding of the present invention. 

However, it will be apparent to one skilled in the art that these specific details are 

not required in order to practice the present invention. In other instances, well 

known electrical structures and circuits are shown in block diagram form in order 

not to obscure the present invention unnecessarily. 

The system of the present invention provides a capability of an author to 

publish content on an on-line service and receive revenue directly due or indirectly 

due to the particular content. 

2 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 004



WO 01/59653 PCT/US0l/03223 

One embodiment of the system is illustrated by the simplified block diagram 

of Figure la. In this embodiment, a publisher 10 interfaces with an author 15 and a 

consumer 20. The publisher may be an entity that provides a server or other 

network interconnect capability to enable the consumer 20 and the author 15 to 

access information at the publisher 10. 

In one embodiment, as shown in Figure lb, the publisher 30 is part of or 

coupled to an ISP (Internet Service Provider) 35 to provided content over the 

Internet. It is readily apparent that the present invention is not limited to Internet 

access and Internet web-based sites; directly coupled and private networks are also 

contemplated. 

One embodiment of a publisher, for example publisher 10 or 30, is illustrated 

in Figure le. The publisher, in one embodiment, includes a processor 50, memory 

55 and input/ output capability 60. The memory 55 is configured to store 

instructions, which when executed by the processor 50, perform the methods 

described herein. The memory may also store the content and revenue information 

used in the methods described herein. 

Input/ output of content and related content components 60 include delivery 

or display of content/related content, or a portion of content/related content or a 

representation of the content/related content. 

One embodiment of a method for sharing revenue is illustrated in the 

simplified flow diagram of Figure 2a. At step 205 the author uploads content to the 

publisher's service. For example, the author may upload a photograph to the 

publisher's server. At step 210 the publisher's service provides the content, for 

example, the photo, for viewing access. The content may be the original content 

provided by the author or may be modified content. In alternate embodiments, 

step 215, the publisher may add on content to the original content received. For 

example, the publisher may provide advertising for related products, content or 

services. 
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At step 220, viewers of the content may purchase content or form of the 

content or services or additional content related to the content from the publisher's 

service. This may be, for example continuing with our present illustration, still 

images, video, music, text, games, and application programs related to the content 

provided by the consumer. 

At step 220, the publisher's service provides the purchased material to the 

viewer. At step 225, the publisher's service provides at least a portion of the 

revenue derived from the viewer's purchase to the content provider, that is, the 

original author who uploaded the photographs. 

The mechanism to provide the revenue may by embodied a variety of ways. 

In one embodiment, funds are electronically transferred from the publisher to the 

author. Alternately, more traditional funds transfers services may be utilized. 

The content to be delivered may be sent to the viewer a variety of ways. For 

example, in one embodiment, the content may be sent electronically, in the clear or 

in encrypted form. Alternately, other delivery methods may be used including the 

postal service and other delivery services. 

An alternate embodiment of the processes are illustrated in Figure 2b. At 

step 250, the author's content is uploaded to the publisher's service. At step 255 the 

service provides the content to viewers. The viewers may view the content, 

purchase the content or a form of the content, purchase or access service capabilities 

related to the content, purchase merchandise, move on to other sites via links on the 

site containing the author's content, etc. from the service, step 260. The service 

provides, at step 265, the purchase to the viewer. At step 270 the service provides 

at least a portion of the revenue direct from the viewer's purchase to the content 

provider. 

Thus, in this embodiment, the viewer may go to a particular site because of 

the content, but then view advertising material, make purchases, or move on to 
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other web sites reached by the viewer, due to being at the site containing the 

author's content. 

In alternate embodiments, the author is compensated based upon the 

number of accesses or hits to the site containing the author's content. One 

embodiment is illustrated in Figure 3a. At step 300, the author uploads the content 

to the publisher. The publisher, at step 310, displays the content on the publishers 

site. At step 320, the consumer views the authors content on the publishers site. At 

step 330, the publisher tracks the number of "hits" to the author's content. At step 

340, the publisher compensates the author based on the publisher's tracking. 

An alternate embodiment is illustrated in Figure 3b. In this embodiment, 

advertising revenue is generated. Thus, at step 350, the publisher tracks the 

number of the hits to the author's content and at step 360 charges the advertiser 

based on the publisher's tracking. The author is compensated based on the 

advertising revenue generated, step 370. Other embodiments of revenue may be 

due to links and links accessed at the site containing the author's content. 

The compensation structure may be organized a variety of ways. As noted 

above, the amount of compensation may be an amount derivable from the number 

of accesses or hits to the site containing the author's content. The actual value could 

be a percentage of revenue generated, a value derived from viewing exposure, as 

well as a predetermined value. Alternately, it could be based on advertising 

revenues generated. For example, in one embodiment the site may contain the 

author's content and advertising materials related or unrelated to the author's 

content. The advertiser pays fees to the publisher in order to be able to put 

advertising materials on the site. The fees may be determined a variety of ways, 

including fees based upon hits to the site generated from the advertising on the site. 

For example, a site may contain the author's content with a sale banner shown on 

the same site. 
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One embodiment of the process illustrated in Figure 4. At step 400, the 

author uploads content to the publisher. The publisher displays the content on the 

publisher's site with at least one banner advertisement from an advertiser, step 410. 

A consumer views the author's content on the publisher's site step 420. The 

publisher tracks sales of products by consumers associated with consumers viewing 

the author's content, step 430. Thus, it is concluded that the sales were due to the 

viewer's viewing the sales banners that are co-located with the author's content or 

alternately navigatable through the site containing the author's content. At step 

440, the publisher charges the advertiser based on sales generated and tracked by 

the publisher. At step 450, the publisher compensates the author based upon the 

charges to the advertiser. 

The invention has been described in conjunction with one embodiment. It is 

evident that numerous alternatives, modifications, variations and uses will be 

apparent to those skilled in the art in light of the forgoing description. 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1. A method for sharing revenue between a publisher and an author 

comprising: 

the author producing at least a portion of a content to a publisher (205); 

the publisher publishing the content for access by a consumer (210); and 

if the content is accessed by at least one consumer, the publisher providing to 

the author at least a portion of revenue determined from accesses (230). 

2. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the content is selected 

from the group consisting of still images, moving images, music, text, games and 

applications. 

3. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein the revenue derived from 

the content is selected from the group and consisting of advertising, subscriptions, 

and output content. 

4. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising if the content is 

accessed by the consumer, providing the content to the consumer. 

5. The method as set forth in claim 4, wherein providing is selected from 

the group consisting of electronically transmitted and physically transporting. 

6. The method as set forth in claim 1, wherein accesses are determined 

by counting "hits" to a particular web site. 
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7. The method as set forth in claim 1, further comprising co-locating 

advertising content with the content. 

8. The method as set forth in claim 7, wherein the revenue is determined 

from advertising revenues, the advertising revenues determined by a number of 

accesses by consumers. 

9. The method as set forth in claim 7, wherein the revenue is determined 

from consumer purchases made due to the advertising content. 

10. A publishing system comprising: 

an input to receive author content (60); 

a server (10) to provide the content to consumers on a consumer-accessible 

site; 

a revenue-sharing subsystem (10) configured to provide the author with at 

least a portion of revenue determined from accesses by consumers. 

11. The system as set forth in claim 10, further comprising if the content is 

accessed by the consumer , a delivery subsystem to provide the content to the 

consumer. 

12. The system as set forth in claim 11, wherein the delivery subsystem is 

selected from the group consisting of a subsystem to electronically transmit and a 

subsystem to physically transport. 

13. The system as set forth in claim 10, wherein the revenue sharing sub-

system determines accesses by counting "hits" to a particular web site. 
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14. The system as set forth in claim 10, wherein the server further co-

locates advertising content with the content. 

15. The system as set forth in claim 14, wherein the revenue is determined 

from advertising revenues, the advertising revenues determined by a number of 

accesses by consumers. 

16. The system as set forth in claim 14, wherein the revenue is determined 

from consumer purchases made due to the advertising content. 

17. An on-line publishing system comprising: 

an input (60) to receive author content; and 

a server (10) to provide author content to consumers if the content is 

accessed by at least one consumer, the server providing to the author at least a 

portion of revenue determined from the accesses. 

18. The system as set forth in claim 17, further comprising if the content is 

accesses by the consumer, the server initiating providing the content to the 

consumer. 

19. The system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the server determines 

accesses by counting "hits" to a particular web site. 

20. The system as set forth in claim 17, wherein the server further co-

locates advertising content with the content. 
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21. The system as set forth in claim 20, wherein the revenue is determined 

from advertising revenues, the advertising revenues determined by a number of 

accesses by consumers. 

22. The system as set forth in claim 20, wherein the revenue is determined 

from consumer purchases made due to the advertising content. 

23. A computer readable medium comprising instructions, which when 

executed by a processing system, performs steps for sharing revenue between a 

publisher and an author, said method comprising: 

the author producing at least a portion of a content to a publisher (205); 

the publisher publishing the content for access by a consumer (210); and 

if the content is accessed by at least one consumer, the publisher providing to 

the author at least a portion of revenue determined from accesses (230). 

24. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 23, wherein the 

content is selected from the group consisting of still images, moving images, music, 

text, games and applications. 

25. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 23, wherein the 

revenue derived from the content is selected from the group and consisting of 

advertising, subscriptions, and output content. 

26. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 23, further 

comprising instructions, which when executed, and if the content is accessed by the 

consumer, providing the content to the consumer. 
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27. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 26, wherein 

providing is selected from the group consisting of electronically transmitting and 

physically transporting. 

28. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 26, wherein 

accesses are determined by counting "hits" to a particular web site. 

29. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 26, further 

comprising instructions, which when executed, co-locates advertising content with 

the content. 

30. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 29, wherein the 

revenue is determined from advertising revenues, the advertising revenues 

determined by a number of accesses by consumers. 

31. The computer readable medium as set forth in claim 29, wherein the 

revenue is determined from consumer purchases made due to the advertising 

content. 

11 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0013



WO 01/59653 

CUSTOMER 

CUSTOMER 

I"'\ 

50 

I", 

60 

PUBLISHER 

1/6 

CONTENT 
DISPLAY 

10 

CONTENT 
DELIVERY 

__ .i..__,_ 20 
VIEWER 

PCT/US0l/03223 

(CONSUMER) FIG. 1 A 

30 
PUBLISHER 

ISP 
35 

~ PROCESSOR MEMORY 

INPUT/ 
IJ OUTPUT 

v 55 
~ 

VIEWER 
(CONSUMER) 

FIG. 1 B 

FIG. 1 C 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0014



WO 01/59653 

2/6 

START 

UPLOAD CONTENT TO PUBLISHER'S 
SERVICE 

SERVICE PUBLISHES CONTENT 
ON-LINE 

SERVICE PROVIDED SITE-RELATED 
ADDITIONAL CONTENT 

VIEWERS PURCHASE SITE RELATED 
CONTENT OR ADDITIONAL CONTENT 

SERVICE PROVIDES VIEWER'S 
PURCHASE TO VIEWER 

SERVICE PROVIDES AT LEAST A 
PORTION OF THE REVENUE TO 

CONTENT PROVIDER 

END 

205 

210 

215 

220 

225 

230 

FIG. 2A 

PCT/US0l/03223 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0015



WO0l/59653 

3/6 

START 

UPLOAD CONTENT TO PUBLISHER'S 
SERVICE 

SERVICE PROVIDES CONTENT TO 
VIEWERS 

VIEWERS PURCHASE CONTENT, A 
FORM OF CONTENT OR 

SERVICES/CAPABILITIES RELATED TO 
CONTENT FROM SERVICE 

SERVICE PROVIDES VIEWER'S 
PURCHASE TO VIEWER 

SERVICE PROVIDES AT LEAST A 
PORTION OF THE REVENUE DERIVED 
FROM THE VIEWER'S PURCHASE TO 

THE CONTENT PROVIDER 

END 

PCT /US0l/03223 

250 

255 

260 

265 

270 

FIG. 28 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0016



WO 01/59653 PCT /US0l/03223 

4/6 

r 'I 

START 
'-

.,, 
AUTHOR UPLOADS CONTENT TO V 

PUBLISHER 
00 

• PUBLISHER DISPLAYS CONTENT ON r0 10 

PUBLISHER'S SITE 

• 
CONSUMER VIEWS AUTHOR'S 3 20 

CONTENT ON PUBLISHER'S SITE 

• PUBLISHER TRACKS/COUNTS V NUMBER OF "HITS" TO AUTHOR'S 
30 

CONTENT 

• PUBLISHER COMPENSATES AUTHOR V BASED ON PUBLISHER'S 
40 

COUNTING/TRACKING 

.,, 
r 'I 

END 
\. 

FIG. 3A 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0017



WO0l/59653 PCT /US0l/03223 

5/6 

r "I 

START 

'" 
H 

AUTHOR UPLOADS CONTENT TO 
PUBLISHER 

• PUBLISHER DISPLAYS CONTENT ON 
PUBLISHER'S SITE 

• CONSUMER VIEWS AUTHOR'S 
CONTENT ON PUBLISHER'S SITE 

• PUBLISHER TRACKS/COUNTS 
NUMBER OF "HITS" TO AUTHOR'S 

~50 

CONTENT 

• PUBLISHER CHARGES ADVERTISER 
BASED ON PUBLISHER'S 

rc,60 

COUNTING/TRACKING 

• PUBLISHER COMPENSATES AUTHOR 
BASED ON PUBLISHER'S 
COUNTING/TRACK I NG 

,, 
r 

END 

FIG. 38 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0018



WO0l/59653 

6/6 

, " 
START 

~, 
AUTHOR UPLOADS CONTENT TO 

PUBLISHER 

• PUBLISHER DISPLAYS CONTENT ON 
PUBLISHER'S SITE WITH BANNER 

ADVERTISEMENT FROM 
ADVERTISER 

• CONSUMER VIEWS AUTHOR'S 
CONTENT ON PUBLISHER'S SITE 

• PUBLISHER TRACKS/COUNTS SALES 
OF PRODUCTS BY CONSUMER 
ASSOCIATED WITH CONSUMER 

VIEWING AUTHOR'S CONTENT (I.E. 
SALES BANNERS WITH AUTHOR'S 

CONTENT 

• PUBLISHER CHARGES ADVERTISER 
BASED ON SALES THROUGH 

PUBLISHER'S COUNTING/TRACKING 

• PUBLISHER COMPENSATES AUTHOR 
A PERCENTAGE OF PROFITS BASED 

ON CHARGE TO ADVERTISER 

H 
r 

END 
\. 

400 
~ 

410 
~ 

420 
~ 

430 
~ 

440 
~ 

450 
~ 

FIG. 4 

PCT/US0l/03223 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0019



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT International application No. 

PCT/US0l/03223 

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATIER 
IPC(7) : G06F 17/60 
USCL : 705/1 

According to International Patent Classification <IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 
B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 
U.S. : 705/1, 51, 52, 53, 54, 14, 26, 27 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the fields searched 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name of data base and, where practicable, search terms used) 

c. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 
Category• Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passaies Relevant to claim No. 
y US 5,634,012 A (STEFIK et al) 27 May 1997 (27.05.1997), See entire document 1-31 
y US 5,884,280 A (YOSHIOKA et al) 16 March 1999 (16.03.1999), See entire document 1-31 

y US 5,948,061 A (MERRIMAN et al) 07 September 1999 (07.09.1999), See entire document 1-31 

y US 5,949,875 A (WALKER et al) 07 September 1999 (07.09.1999), See entire document 1-31 

y US 5,960,409 A (WEXLER) 28 September 1999 (28.09.1999), See entire document 1-31 

y US 5,982,891 A (GINTER et al) 09 November 1999 (09.11.1999), See entire document 1-31 

y US 5,991,740 A (MESSER) 23 November 1999 (23.11.1999), See entire document 1-31 

y US 6,006,197 A (D'EON et al) 21 December 1999 (21.12.1999), See entire document 1-31 

Y,P US 6,041,316 A (ALLEN) 21 March 2000 (21.03.2000), See entire document 1-31 

Y,P US 6,076,077 A (SAITO) 13 June 2000 (13.06.2000), See entire document 1-31 

□ Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C. □ See patent family annex. . Special categories of cited documeD!s: "T" later documeDl published after the io!ernatiooal filing date or priority 
dale and not in conflict with the application but cited 10 understand the 

"A" documenl defining the general state of the an which is no1 considered 10 be priociple or theory underlying the inveDlion 
of panicular relevmce 

·x· documeD! of panicular relevance; the claimed inveD!ion cannot be 
"E" earlier application or patent published on or after the io!ernatiooal filing date considered novel or canno1 be considered to involve an inveD!ive step 

when the documem is taken alone 
"L" documeD! which may throw doubts on priority claim(s) or which is cited to 

establish the publication dale of another citation or other special reason (as •y• documem of panicular relevance; the claimed invewion canno1 be 
specified) considered to involve an invemive step when the documem is 

combined with one or more other such documeDIS, such combination 
·o· documem referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or other means being obvious to a person skilled in the an 

•p• documem published prior 10 the imernariooal filing dale bm later than the "&" documem member of the same pateD! family 
priority date claimed 

Date of the actual completion of the international search Date of mailing of the internatioi ,ri }9ff Z Q Q l 
15 March 2001 (15.03.2001) 
Name and mailing address of the ISA/US Authorized officer 

CotDJDissiouer of Patems and Trademarlcs 
/j R. !}1~ Box PCT James Trammen,,?·.,..3/~ 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

Facsimile No. (703)305-3230 Telephone No. (703)305-9700 

Form PCT/ISA/210 (second sheet) (July 1998) 

Google's Exhibit 1015 
Google v. BrodTi 

IPR2025-00472 - Page 0020


	Abstract
	Bibliographic
	Description
	Claims
	Drawings
	Search_Report



