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opsonin
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or

of the visual pigment rhodopsin and is released by the
action of light.

-ORIGIN 1950s: shortening of RHODOPSIN.
opesoenin |'dpsanin| »n. Biochemlsiry an antibody or
other substance that binds to foreign microorganisms
or cells, making them'more susceptible to phagocy-
tosis.

-DERIVATIVES opesonelc |ap'sinik| adj.

-ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from Latin opsonare ‘buy
provisions’ (from Greek opsanein) + =IN!.

opesoenize |'dpsa,niz| »v. [irans.] Medicine make (a for-
eign cell) more susceptible to phagocytosis.

-DERIVATIVES opesoeniezaction | apsa,ni'zasHon | n.

opt |apt| »v. [intrans.] make a choice from a range of
possibilities: consumers will opt for low-priced goods |
[with Infinitive] students opting to continue with physics.

»opt out choose not to participate in or carry on with
something: they opted out of the medical plan.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from French oprer, from
Latn oprare ‘choose, wish.’

opt. »abbr. abbr. ® optative. W optical. ® optician. B op-
tcs. B optional.

opetactive | 'dptotiv| Grammar »ad). relating to or denot-
ing a mood of verbs in Greek and other languages, ex-
pressing a wish, equivalent to English expressions if
only. _

»n. a verb in the optative mood.

m (the optative) the optative mood.
~DERIVATIVES opetactivesly adv.

~ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: from French opratif, -ive,
from late Latin oprativus, from oprar- ‘chosen,’ from
the verb oprare (see OPT).

opetic |'apuk| »ad]. of or relating to the eye or vision.

»n. 1 a lens or other optical component in an optical in-
strument.

2 archaic humorous the eye.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from French oprigue or
medieval Latin opricus, from Greek optikos, from opros
‘seen.

opetiecal |'dptikol| »ad]. 1 of or relating to sight, esp. in
relation to the physical action of light: oprical illusions.
m constructed to assist sight. @ devised on the princi-

ples of optics.
2 Physics operating in or employing the visible part of
the electromagnetic spectrum: optical telescopes.
 Electronics (of a device) requiring electromagnetic ra-
diation for its operation: integrated optical circuits.

-DERIVATIVES opetiecalely |-ik(3)I&| adv.

opetiecal acetiveisty »n. Chemistry the property (dis-
played by solutions of some compounds, notably
many sugars) of rotating the plane of polarization of
plane-polarized light.

opretiecal art »n, another term for OP ART.

opretiecal axeis »n. Physics a line passing through the
center of curvature of a lens or spherical mirror and
parallel to the axis of symmetry.
 Crystallography a direction in a doubly refracting crys-

tal along which a light ray does not undergo double
refraction.

opetiecal bench »n. a straight rigid bar, typically
marked with a scale, to which lenses, light sources,
and other optical components can be attached.

opetiecal brighteencer »n. a fluorescent substance
added to detergents in order to produce a whitening
effect on laundry.

opretiecal chareaceter receogeniction (abbr.: OCR)
»n. the identification of printed characters using pho-
toelectric devices and computer software.

opretiecal denesiety »n. Physics the degree to which a re-
fractive medium retards transmitted rays of light.

opstiecal disk »n. see DISK (sense 1).

opstiecal dousble »n. Astronomy two stars that are in the
same line of sight as seen from the earth, but that may
be at far different distances. See also DOUBLE STAR.

opstiecal fisber »n. a thin glass fiber through which
light can be transmitted.

opetiecal glass »n. a very pure kind of glass used for
lenses.

opetiecal Ilelussion »n. an experience of seeming to
see something that does not exist or that is other than
it appears.
® something that deceives one’s eyes and causes such

an experience.

opstiecal iesoemer »n. Chemislry each of two or more
forms of a compound thart have the same structure but
are mirror images of each other and typically differ in
optical activity.

~DERIVATIVES opstiecal lessomeereism n.

opetiecal miscroescope »n. a microscope using visible
light, typically viewed directly by the eye.

opstiecal path »n. Physics the distance of the path that
in a vacuum would contain the same number of wave-
lengths as the actual path taken by a ray of light trav-
eling through a medium.

opetiecal roetaction »n. Chemistry the rotation of the

plane of polarization of planc-polarized light by an op-
tically active substance.
opetiecal scanener »n. Elaclronics a device that performs
optical character recognition and produces coded sig-
nals corresponding to the characters identified.
opetic axels »n. another term for OPTICAL AXIS.
opetic chieasema »n. (also optic chiasm) Analomy the
X-shaped structure formed at the point below the
brain where the two optic nerves cross over each
other.
opetic cup »n. Anatomy a cuplike outgrowth of the brain
of an embryo that develops into the retina.
opetic disk »n. (also optic disc) Analomy the raised disk
on the retina at the point of entry of the optic nerve,
lacking visual receptors and so creating a blind spot.
opetiecian |ip'tisHan| »n. a person qualified to make
and supply eyeglasses and contact lenses for correc-
tion of vision.
H rare a person who makes or sclls optical instruments.
-ORIGIN late 17th cent.: from French opticien, from
medieval Latin optica ‘optics.”
opetic lobe »n. Analomy a lobe in the midbrain from
which the optic nerve partly arises.
opetic nerve »n. Anatomy each of the second pair of cra-
nial nerves, transmitting impulses to the brain from
the retina at the back of the eye.
opetics |'dptiks| »plural n. [usu. treated as sing.] the sci-
entific study of sight and the behavior of light, or the
properties of transmission and deflection of other
forms of radiation.
opstic tract »n. Anatomy the pathway between the optic
chiasma and the brain.
opetiema |'dptoma| plural form of OPTIMUM.
opetiemal |'aptamal| »ad]. best or most favorable; op-
timum: seeking the optimal solution.
~-DERIVATIVES opetismalelety | dpto'melite| n; ope
tiemalely |-(a)l&| adv.
-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Latin optimus ‘best’ +
-AL.
opetiemism |'dpts,mizom| »n. 1 hopefulness and con-
fidence about the future or the successful outcome of
something: the talks had been amicable, and there were
grounds for optimism.
2 Philosophy the doctrine, esp. as set forth by Leibniz,
that this world is the best of all possible worlds.
o the belief that good must ultimately prevail over evil
in the universe.
-DERIVATIVES opetiemist n.
-ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: from French oprimisme, from
Latin optimum ‘best thing’ (see OPTIMUM).
opetiemisetic |,dpto'mistik| »adj. hopeful and confi-
dent about the future: the oprimistic mood of the sixties |
he was optimistic about the deal.
® involving an overestimate: previous estimates may be
wildly optimistic.
~DERIVATIVES opetiemisetiecalely |-ik(a)l&| adv.
opstiemize |'dpto,miz| »v. [trans.] make the best or
most effective use of (a situation, opportunity, or re-
source): fo optimize viewing conditions the microscope
should be correctly adjusted.
® Computing rearrange or rewrite data to improve effi-
ciency of retrieval or processing.
~DERIVATIVES opstismiezaction | &pto,mi'zasHon |
n.; opetiemizeer n.
~-ORIGJN early 19th cent.: from Latin oprimus ‘best’ +
~IZE. ¢
opetiemum |'dptomom| »ad). most conducive to a fa-
vorable outcome; best: the optimum childbearing age.
»n. (pl. optima |-ma| or optimums) the most favorable
conditions or level for growth, reproduction, or suc-
cess.
~ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from Latin, neuter (used as a
noun) of oprmus ‘best.’
opetion |'dpsHon| »n. 1 a thing that is or may be cho-
sen: choose the cheapest options for supplying energy.

A

=

(horizontal linc A appears to be longer
than horizontal line B, but in fact,
they are of equal length).

optical illusion

B [in sing] the freedom, power, or right to choose
something: she was given the option of resigning or
being dismissed| he has no option but to pay up. 3
right to buy or sell a particular thing at a specified
price within a set time: Columbia Pictures has an op-
tion on the script| [with infinitive] an option to buy the
land.

2 Foolball an offensive play in which the ball carrier has

the option to run, pass, hand off, or lateral.

»V. [trans.] buy or sell an option on (something): his second
script will have been optioned by the time you read this.

B Sports transfer a player (to a minor league team) with
an option to recall him.

~-PHRASES keep (or leave) one's options open not
commit oneself. not be an option not be feasible: rrav-
eling by road is not an option here.

~ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: from French, or from Latin
optio(n-), from the stem of oprare ‘choose.’ The verb
dates from the 1930s.

opetioneal |'ipsHonl| »ad]. available to be chosen but
not obligatory: a wide range of optional excursions is of-
Sered.

~DERIVATIVES opetionealelety | dpsHa'nzlite| n.; ope
tionealely adv.

opetoecouepler |'dptd,kaplor| »n. Electronics a device
containing light-emitting and light-sensitive compo-
nents, used to couple isolated circuits.

opetoeeclecetroneics |'dptoalek'triniks; -& lek-| »plu-
ral n. [treated as sing.] the branch of technology con-
cerned with the combined use of electronics and
light.

o [treated as pl.] circuitry constructed using this tech-
nology.

-DERIVATIVES opetoseslecetroneic adj.

opetomeester |ip'tamitor| »n. an instrument for test-
ing the refractive power of the eye.

~ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: from Greek opros ‘seen’ +
-METER.

opetomeestrist |ip'timitrist| »n. a person who prac-
tices optometry.

opetomeestry |ip'timitré| »n. the practice or profes-
sion of examining the eyes for visual defects and pre-
scribing corrective lenses.

~DERIVATIVES opetoemeteric | dpto'metrik| adj.

opetosphone |'dpto,fon| »n. an instrument that scans
printed characters and converts them into sound, thus
enabling the blind to read by ear.

-ORIGIN early 20th cent.: from Greek opros ‘seen’ +
-PHONE.

opt-out »n. an instance of choosing not to participate
in something: opt-outs from key parts of the treaty.

opetroneics |ip'triniks| »plural n. [treated as sing.)
short for OPTOELECTRONICS.

~DERIVATIVES opetroneic adj.

opeuelent |'dpyslont| »ad). ostentatiously rich and lux-
urious or lavish: the opulent comfort of a i i
u wealthy: his more opudent tenants.

-DERIVATIVES opeuslence n.; opeuslentsly adv.

-ORIGIN mid 16th cent. (in the sense ‘wealthy, afflu-
ent’): from Latn opulent- ‘wealthy, splendid,” from opes
‘wealth.”

o°punectia |6'pansH(&)a| »n. a cactus of a genus that
comprises the prickly pears. See illustration at PRICK-
LY PEAR.

*Genus Opuntia, family Cactaceace.

~ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin, a name given to
a plant growing around Opus (stem Opunt-), a city in
Locris in ancient Greece. The term was later used as a
genus name.

o°pus |'opas| »n. (pl. opuses or opera |'dp(a)ra|)
1 Music a separate composition or set of compositions
by a particular composer, usually ordered by date of
publicadon: The Gambler was Prokofiev’s sixth opera,
despite its early opus number. See also OP.

2 any artistic work, esp. one on a large scale: he was

writing an opus on Mexico.

-ORIGIN early 18th cent.: from Latin, literally ‘work.’

oepusecule |0'paskyodl| (also opusculum |o'pas-
kyalom|) »n. (pl. opuscules or opuscula |-kyala|)
rare a small or minor literary or musical work.

-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from French, from Latin
opusculum, diminutive of opus ‘work.’

oepus Deei | o0pas ‘da-2| »n. (Opus Dei) a Roman
Catholic organization of laymen and priests founded
in Spain in 1928 with the aim of reestablishing Chris-
tian ideals in society.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from medieval Latin, literally
‘work of God.

OR »abbr. ® operational research. ® Oregon (in official
postal use). W Military, Brit. other ranks (as opposed to
commissioned officers).

or! |6r| »conj. 1 used to link alternatives: a cup of tea or
coffee| are you coming or not? | she couldn’t read or
write | I either take taxis or walk everywhere | it
doesn’t matter whether the theory is right or wrong.
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precipitous
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predeterminer

preecipeletous |pri'siporas| »ad). 1 dangerously high
‘or steep: the precipitous cliffs of the North Atlanric coast.
m (of a change to @ worse situation or condition) sud-
den and dramatic: the end of the war led 1o a precipi-
tous docline in exports.
2 (of an action) done suddenly and without careful
consideration: pracipitous intervention.
~DERIVATIVES preecipeletousely adv.; preecipeietouse
ness .
~ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from obsolete French
phécipitens, -from Latin pracceps, praccip(i)- ‘steep,
headlong? (Sce PRECIPITATE).

USAGE: S¢¢ usage ar PRECIPITATE,

préecis |pra'se; 'praseé |»n. (pl. same) a summary or ab-
stract of a text or speech.

». (précises |pra'séz; 'prasez|, précised |pra'séd;
'prased |, précising |pra'seiNG; 'prastinG|) [trans.]
make a précis of (a 'text or speech).

-ORIGINid 18th cent.: from French précis, literally
‘precise’ (adjective used as a noun).

preecise | pri'sis| »ad]. inarked by exacmess and accu-
racy of expression or detail: precise directions | I want as
precise-a ime of death as I can get.

m (of a person) exact, accurate, and carefiil about de-
tails: the direcror was precise with his camara positions.
m [altib) used to emphasize that onc is referring to
an exact and particular thing: at thar precise moment
the car stopped.

~PHRASES %o be precise used to indicate that one is
now giving more oxact or detailed information: there
were 2101 many—ifive, to be precise.

~-DERIVATIVES prescisesness n.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French
prescis, from*Latin praecis- ‘cut short,’ from the verb
praecidere, from prae ‘in advance’ + caedere ‘t0 cut”

presciserly |pri'sislé| »adv. in exact terms; without
vagueness: the guidelines are precisely defined.

m exactly (used to emphasize the complete accuracy
or truth-of ‘a statement): ar 2:00 precisely, the phone
rang | kids will love it precisely because it will irritate
their parents. Mused as a reply to assert emphatic
-agreement with or confirmaton of a statement:
“You mean it was a conspiracy?” “Preciscly.”

prescissian |pri'sizHon| »n. chiefly archaic a person who
is rigidly precise or punctilious, esp. as regards reli-
gious rules.

-DERIVATIVES pres«clesiancism |- izom| n.

presciesion |pri'sizHan| »n. the quality, condition, or
fact of being exact and accurate: the deal was planned
and executed with military precision.

u{as adj] marked by or adapted for accuracy and ex-
actness: a precision instriment. ™ lechnical refinement
in a measurement, calculation, or specification, esp.
as represented by the number of digits given: this has
brought an unprecedented degree of precision to the busi-
ness of dating rocks | a precision of six decimal figures.
Compare with ACCURACY.

-ORIGIN mid 18th cent.: from French précision or
Lad;: praecisio(n-), from praecidere ‘cut off” (sec PRE-
CISE).

presclasesiecal |pre'klmsokol | »ad). of or relating to a
time before a period regarded as classical, esp. in mu-
sic, literature, or history.

presclinsiecal |pré'klinikal| »ad]. Medicine relating to or
denoting a stage preceding a clinical stage, in partic-
ular:

W relating to or denoting the first, chiefly theoretical,
stage of a medical education: preclinical students.
H relating to or denoting the stage in a disease prior
1o the appearance of symptoms that make a diagno-
sis possible. W relating to or denoting the stage of
drug testing that precedes the clinical stage.

presclude |pri'klgod | »v. [trans.] prevent from happen-
ing; make impossible: the secret nature of his work pre-
cluded official recognition.

u (preclude someone from) (of a situation or condi-
tion) prevent someone from doing something: his
difficudries preclude him from leading a normal life.

~DERIVATIVES presclussion |-'klGozHon| n; pree
cluesive |-'kloosiv; -ziv| ad).

-ORIGIN late 15th cent. (in the sense ‘bar (a route or
passage)’): from Latin praecludere, from prae ‘before’ +
claudere ‘1o shut. .

prescoecial |pri'k6sHal| Zoology »ad]. (of a young bird
or other animal) hatched or born in an advanced state
and able to feed itself almost immediately. Also called
NIDIFUGOUS. Often contrasted with ALTRICIAL.

u (of a particular species) having such young.

»n. a precocial bird.

-ORIGIN-late 19th cent.: from modern Latin Praccoces
(the namc of a former division of birds, plural of Latin
praccox ‘matyre before its time’) + -IAL,

prescoeclous |pri'kosaas| »ad). (of a child) having de-

veloped certain abilities or proclivities at an earlier age
than usual: /ic was a precocious, solitary boy.
® (of behavior or ability) indicative of such develop-

ment: a precocions talent for compuring. 8 (of a plant)
flowering or fruiting earlier than usual.

-DERIVATIVES prescocclousely adv; preecoeciouse
ness n.; preecocelety |pri'kdsagé| n.

-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: from Latn praecox, praecoc-
(from praccoguere ‘ripen fully, from prae ‘before’ + co-
quare ‘to cook’) + -1oUS.

preecogeniction | ,prekdg'niston| »n. 1 foreknowl-
edge of an event, esp, foreknowledge of a paranormal
kind.

2 Law, chlefly Scotlish the preliminary examination of wit-

nesses, esp, to decide whether there are grounds for a

trial.

~DERIVATIVES preecogenietive |pré'kdgnativ| ad).
(sense 1).

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from late Latin prascog-
nitio(n-), based on Latin cognoscere ‘know.’

preecoreietal |pre'koatl; ,preko'etl| »ad]. occurring be-
fore or as a preliminary to sexual intercourse.

~DERIVATIVES preecocletalely adv.
pre-Coelumebiean |ko'lombean| »ad]. of or relating to
the history and cultures of the Americas before the ar-

rival of Columbus in 1492,

preeconecelved |,prekon'sévd| »ad). (of an idea or
opinion) formed before having the evidence for its
truth or usefulness: the same set of facts can be tailored to
fit any preconceived belief.

preeconecepetion | prékon'sepsHon| »n. a precon-
ccived idea or prejudice.

preeconecert | prekon'sort| »v. [trans] archalc arrange
or organize (something) in advance: [as adj] (precon-
certed) a preconcerted signal.

preeconediction | prekon'disHon| »n. a condition that
must be fulfilled before other things can happen or be
done: a precondition for peace.

»v. [trans.] 1 (usu. be preconditioned) condition (an
action) to happen in a certain way: inquiries are always
preconditioned by cultural assumptions,

m condition or influence (a person or animal) by ex-
posing them to stimuli or information prior to the
relevant behavioral situation: [with obj. and infinitive]
the anthropologist is not preconditioned to interact with
those he studies | [as n.] (preconditioning) the prorec-
tive effect of preconditioning.

2 bring (something) into the desired state for use: [as

adj] (preconditioned) preconditioned paper.

pre-Conequest »ad]. occurring or existing before the

Norman conquest of England.

presconescious |pré'kidnCHos | »adj. Psychoanalysls of or
associated with a part of the mind below the level of
immediate conscious awareness, from which memo-
ries and emotions that have not been repressed can be
recalled: beliefs and values that are on a preconscious
level.

»n. (one's/the preconscious) Psychology the part of the
mind in which preconscious thoughts or memories re-
side.

-DERIVATIVES presconesciouseness n.
preecook |'pre'kook| »v. [trans] cook in advance: [as
adj] (precooked) precooked frozen dinners.
preecoredisum |pre'kérdéam| »n. Anatomy the region
or the thorax immediately in front of the heart.

~DERIVATIVES preecoredial |-'kérdeal| adj.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: singular of Latin praecordia
‘diaphragm, entrails.

prescuresor |'pre korsar; pri'kar-| »n. a person or
thing that comes before another of the same kind; a
forerunner: a three-stringed precursor of the violin|

[as adj.) precursor cells.

M Biochemistry a substance from which another is
formed, esp. by metabolic reaction: pepsinogen is the
inactive precursor of pepsin.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Latin praecursor,
from praccurs- ‘preceded,’ from praecurrere, from prae
‘beforchand’ + currere ‘to run.

prescuresoery |pri'korsore | »ad). preceding something
in time, development, or position; preliminary: precur-
sory seisniic activity.

-ORIGIN late 16th cent.: from Latin praecursoriis,
from praccurs- ‘preceded’ (scec PRECURSOR).

prescut |'pre'kat| »v. [trans] [usu. as adj] (precut) cut
“into the desired shape or sections in advance: precut
pieces of cloth.
pred. »abbr. predicate.
presdaccious |pri'dastos| (also predaceous) »ad|.
(of an animal) predatory: predacious insects.
-DERIVATIVES presdasclouseness n.; preedacelty |-
pri'desoge| n.

-ORIGIN early 18th cent.: from Latin praeda ‘booty’ +
-ACIOUS.

preedate |pre'dat| »v. [lrans.] exist or occur at a date
carlier than (something): this letter predates her illness.

preedaction |pri'dastan| »n. Zoology the preying of one
animal on others: an ¢ffective defonse against predation.

-ORIGIN laté 15th cent. (in the Latin sense): from
Latin praedatio(n-) ‘taking of booty,’ from the verb
praedari ‘seize as plunder, from praeda ‘booty.” The.
current sense:dates from the 1930s.

predeactor |'predotor| »n. an animal that naturally
preys on others: wolves are major predators of rodents
H figurative a rapacious, exploitative person or group:

her wealth made her vulnerable to predators. ® figurative
a company that tries to take over another.

-ORIGIN 1920s: from Latin praedator ‘plunderer,
from praedar- ‘seized as plunder, from the verb
praedari (see PREDATION).

predeactoery |'preds,toré| »ad]. relating to or denot-
ing an animal or animals preying naturally on others:
predatory birds,

H figurative seeking to exploit or oppress others: a life
destroyed by predatory biographers and yellow journal-
ists.

~-DERIVATIVES predeactoeriely | preds'toralé| adv;
predeactoerieness n.

~ORIGIN late 16th cent. (in the sense ‘relating to plun-
dering’): from Latin p ius, from pr ‘plun-
derer’ (sce PREDATOR).

predeastoery priceing »n. the pricing of goods or serv-
ices at such a low level that other suppliers cannot
compete and are forced to leave the marker.

preedeecease | predi'ses| formal »v. [trans,) die before

(another persog,)} typically someone related by blood

or marriage): AiRsecond wife predeceased him.

predeeecesesor |'preds,sesar; 'pré-| »n. a person who
held a job or office before the current holder: the new
president’s foreign policy is very similar to that of his pred-
ecessor.

W a thing that has been followed or replaced by an-
other: the chapel was built in 1864 on the site of its pred-
ecessor. '

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from late Latin praede-
cessor, from Latin prae ‘beforehand’ + decessor ‘retiring
officer’ (from decedore ‘depart’).

preedesfined | predi'find | »adj. defined, limited, or es-
tablished in advance: predefined styles for tables, ottlines,
paragraphs, and graphics.

preedelela | pri'dela| »n. 1 a step or platform on which
an altar is placed.

2 a raised shelf above an altar.

M a painting or sculpture on this, typically forming an
appendage to an altarpiece.

-ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from Italian, literally ‘stool.

preedesstienarsiean |,pré,desta'ncréon| »n. a person
who believes in the doctrine of predestination.

»ad]. upholding, affirming, or relating to the doctrine of
predestination.

preedesstienate »v. | pré'desto,nat| [trans,) predestine.

»ad]. predestined.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from eccclesiastical
Latin praedestinar- ‘made firm beforehand,’ from the
verb praedestinare, from prae ‘in advance’ + destinare
‘establish.

preedesstienastion |prz,desto'nasHon| »n. (as a doc-
trine in Christian theology) the divine foreordaining
of all that will happen, esp. with regard to the salvation
of some and not others. It has been particularly asso-
ciated with the teachings of St. Augustine of Hippo
and of Calvin.

-ORIGIN Middle English: from ecclesiastical Latin
praedestinatio(n-), from praedestinare ‘make firm be-
forehand’ (see PREDESTINATE).

preedesstine |pre'destin| »v. [trans.] (usu. be predes-
tined) (of God) destine (someone) for a particular
fate or purpose: Calvinists believed that every person was
predestined by God to go to heaven or to hell.

B determine (an outcome or course of events) in ad-
vance by divine will or fate: she was certain that fate
was with her and everything was predestined | [as adj]
(predestined) our predestined end.

-ORIGIN late Middle English: from Old French pre-
destiner or ecclesiastical Latin praedestinare (see PRE-
DESTINATE). '

presdestersmine |,pradi'termon| »v. [rans.] establish
or decide in advance: closed questions almost predeter-
mine the response given | [as adj] (predetermined) a
predetermined level of spending.
® (usu. be predetermined) predestine (an outcome

or course of events): a strong sense that life had been
predetermined.

~DERIVATIVES preedestermineacble adj; presde-ters
mienate |-‘tormonot| adj; preedestersmienaction
|-,torma'nasHon | n.

-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from late Latin praedeter-
minare, from prae ‘beforehand’ + determinare ‘limit,
settle.

preedestersminer | prédi'tormonar| »n. Grammar a
word or phrase that occurs before a determiner, typi-
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self-appointed

one or something using force: the seizure of the Assem-
bly building | the Nazi seizure of power.

m the acdon of confiscating or impounding property
by warrant of legal right.

2 a sudden attack of illness, esp. a stroke or an epilep-

tic fit: the patient had a seizure.

sesjant |'s¢jont| »ad]. [usu. posipositve] Heraldry (of an
animal) sitting upright.

-ORIGIN late 15th cent.: alteration of an Old French
variant of seant ‘sitting,’ from the verb seoir, from Latin
sedere ‘it

Sejm |sam | (also Seym) »n. the lower house of parlia-
ment in Poland.

-ORIGIN Polish.

Sekhemet |'sckmet| Egyptian Mythology a ferocious
lioness-goddess, counterpart of the gentle cat-goddess
Bastet and wife of Ptah at Memphis.

Sekt |zekt| »n. a German sparkling white wine.

-ORIGIN German.

Se*kuleoevich, Mladen, see MALDEN.

sel. »abbr, m select. M selected. W selection; selections.

serlacchiean |so'lakéan| Zoology »n. an clasmobranch
fish of a group that comprises the sharks and dogfish-
es.

+The former group Selachii, subclass Elasmobranchii: now

treated as one, two, or three superorders,

»ad]. of or relating to the selachians,

—ORIGIN mid 19th cent.: from modern Latin Selachii
(from Greek selakhos ‘shark’) + -AN,

seslasdang |so'lddidNG | »n. another term for GAUR.

—~ORIGIN early 19th cent.: from Malay.

seclagei*nel*la |ss ]l@ja'nelo| »n. a creeping mosslike
plant of a genus that includes the lesser club mosses.

«Genus Selaginella, family Selaginell

-ORIGIN modern Latin, diminutive of Latin selago
‘club moss.’

se*lah |'s€la; 'sel-| »exclam. (in the Bible) occurring
frequently at the end of a verse in Psalms and Habak-
kuk, probably as a musical direction.

-ORIGIN from Hebrew selah.

Selecraig |'sel krag| sce SELKIRK.

seledom |'seldom| »adv. not often; rarely: Islay is sel-
dom visited by tourists | he was seldom absent | [in combl-
nation] an old seldom-used church.

»ad]. [alirib.] dated not common; infrequent: a great but sel-
dom pleasure.

-ORIGIN Old English seldan, of Germanic origin; re-
lated to Dutch zelden and German selten, from a base
meaning ‘strange, wonderful.

seslect |so'lekt| »v. [trans] carefully choose as being
the best or most suitable: students must select their own
program | [with obj. and infinitive] he has been selected to
take part | [intrans.] you can select from a range of qual-
ity products.
 [intrans.) (select for/against) Biology (in terms of ev-

olution) determine whether (a characteristic or or-
ganism) will survive: a phenotype can be selected
against. W use a mousc or keystrokes to mark (some-
thing) on a computer screen for a particular opera-
tion.

»adj. (of a group of people or things) carefully chosen
from a larger number as being the best or most valua-
b}e: he joined his select team of young Intelligence opera-
tives,

B (of a place or group of people) only used by or con-
sisting of a wealthy or sophisticated elite; exclusive:
the opera was seen by a small and highly select audience.

-DERIVATIVES seelecteacble adj,; seslecteness n.

-ORIGIN mid 16th cent.: from Latin select- ‘chosen,’
from the verb seligere, from se- ‘apart’ + legere ‘choose.’

serlect comemitetee »n. a small legislative committee
appointed for a special purpose: [in tilles] the House

Per t Select C ittee on Intelligence.

seslecteee |s3,lek'té| »n. a person who is selected.

B a conscript.

seslecetion |so'leksHan| »n. 1 the action or fact of
carefully choosing someone or something as being the
best or most suitable: such men decided the selection of
candidates | they objected to his selection.
¥ a number of carefully chosen things: the publication

of a selection of his poems. W a range of things from
which a choice may be made: the restaurant offers a
wide selection of hor and cold dishes. ® a horse or hors-
es tipped as worth bets in a race or meeting,

2 Blology a process in which environmental or genetic

influences determine which types of organism thrive

better than others, regarded as a factor in evolution.

See also NATURAL SELECTION.

~-ORIGIN early 17th cent.: from Latin selectio(n-),
from seligere ‘select by separating off” (see SELECT).

seelecetioneal |so'leksHanl | »ad). Lingulstics denoting or
relating to the process by which only certain words or
structures can occur naturally, normally, or correctly
in the context of other words.

~DERIVATIVES seslecetionealely adv.

seclecetion presesure »n. Blology an agent of differen-
tial mortality or fertility that tends to make a popula-
tion change genetically.

seclecetion rule »n. Physics a rule that describes
whether particular quantum transitions in an atom or
molecule are allowed or forbidden.

seclecetive |so'lektv| »ad]. relating to or involving the
selection of the most suitable or best qualified: the
mini-cow is the result of g of selective breeding.
B (of a person) tending to choose carefully: he is very

selective tn his reading. ® (of a process or agent) af-

fecting some things and not others: modern pesticides

are more selective in gffect. ® chiefly Eleclronics operating

at or responding to a particular frequency.
~DERIVATIVES seelecetivecly adv.

seelecetive atetenction »n. Psychology the capacity for
or process of reacting to certain stimuli selectively
when several occur simultancously.

seelecetiveeness |so'lektivnis| »n. another term for

SELECTIVITY.

seclecetive serveice »n. service in the armed forces
under conscription.

seslecetivelety |solek'tvite | »n. the quality of carefully
choosing someone or something as the best or most
suitable: provision is organized on the principle of selecriv-
ity.

B the property of affecting some things and not oth-
ers. M Electronics the ability of a device to respond to a
particular frequency without interference from oth-
ers.

seelecteman |so'lektman| »n. (pl. -men) a member of
the local government board of a New England town.

seelecetor |sa'lektor| »n. a person or thing that selects
something, in particular:

® 3 device for selecting a particular gear or other set-
ting of a machine or device.

Seclecne |so'leng| Greek Mythology the goddess of the
moon who fell in love with Endymion.

~ORIGIN from Greek seléné ‘moon.

seeleenic aceld |so'lenik; -'l&-| »n. Chemistry a crys-
talline acid analogous to sulfuric acid, made by oxidiz-
ing some selenium compounds.

*Chem. formula: H,S¢O,.

~DERIVATIVES selee*nate |'sclo,nat| n.

seleeenite |'sels,nit| »n. a form of gypsum occurring
as transparent crystals or thin plates.

-ORIGIN mid 17th cent.: via Latin from Greek sele-
nités lithos ‘moonstone,’ from scléné ‘moon’ + lithos
‘stone.”

seslesnieum |s>'lengom| »n. the chemical clement of
atomic number 34, a gray crystalline nonmetal with
semiconducting properties. (Symbol: Se)

~DERIVATIVES sel*e*nide |'selo,nid; -nid| n.

-ORIGIN early 19th cent.: modern Latin, from Greek
seléné ‘moon.

seelesnieum cell »n. a photoclectric device containing
a picce of selenium.

seleno- »comb. form of, relating to, or shaped like the
moon: selenography.

-ORIGIN from Greek seléng ‘moon.’

seeleenoedont |so'lens,dint| »ad]. Zoology (of molar
teeth) having crescent-shaped ridges on the grinding
surfaces, characteristic of the ruminants.

u (of an ungulate) having such teeth.

-ORIGIN late 19th cent.: from SELENO- ‘moon-
shaped’ + Greek odous, odont- ‘tooth.’

seleesnogerasphy | selo'nigrafe| »n. the scientific
mapping of the moon; lunar geography.

~-DERIVATIVES sel¢eenogeraspher |-for| n; secles
noegraphelc | selona'greefik| adj; seslesnoegraphelecal
| selona'greefikal | adj.

selseenol*oegy | selo'niloje| rn. the scientific study of
the moon.

~DERIVATIVES selsesnoleoegist |-jist| n.

Selees |'selos|, Monica (1973- ), US tennis player,
born in Yugoslavia. She was the youngest woman to
win a grand slam singles title (French Open 1990).
She went on to win there again and at the US Open in
1991 and 1992 and at the Australian Open 1991-93
and 1996. Stabbed on the court by a fan of Steffi Graf
in 1993, she returned to play in 1995.

Seeleuecid |so'l(y)6osid | »ad]. relating to or denoting a
dynasty ruling over Syria and a great part of western
Asia from 311 to 65 BC. Its capital was at Antioch.

»n. a member of this dynasty.

-ORIGIN from Seleucus Nicator (the name of the
founder, one of Alexander the Great’s generals) + -ID3.

self |self| »n. (pl. selves |selvz|) a person’s essential
being that distinguishes them from others, esp. con-
sidered as the object of introspection or reflexive ac-
tion: our alienation from our true selves | [in sing) guilt

can be turned against the self | language is an aspect of a

person’s sense of self.

® (with adj.] a person’s particular nature or personal-
ity; the qualities that make a person individual or

unique: by the end of the round he was back to his
old self | Paula seemed to be her usual cheerful self.
B one’s own interests or pleasure: to love in an unpos-
sesstve way implies the total surrender of self.

»pron. (pl. selves) oneself, in particular:

B [with adj] (one's self) uscd ironically to refer in
specified glowing terms to oneself or someone else:
the only side worth supporting is your own sweet self.

»ad]. [atirib.] (of a rimming or cover) of the same mater-
ial and color as the rest of the item: a dress with self belt.

»V. [trans.] chiefly Botany self-pollinate; self-fertilize: [as n.]
(selfing) the flowers never open and pollination is nor-
mally by selfing.

H [usu, as ad]) (selfed) Genelics cause (an animal or
plant) to breed with or fertilize one of the same hy-
brid origin or strain: progeny were derived from selfed
crosses.

-ORIGIN Old English, of Germanic origin; related to
Dutch zelf and German selbe. Early use was emphatic,
expressing the sense ‘() myself,’ ‘Che) himself, etc.
The verb dates from the early 20th cent.

self- »comb. form of or directed toward oneself or itself:
self-hatred.

m by one’s own efforts; by its own action: self-acting.
®on, in, for, or relating to oneself or itself: self-
adhesive.

self-acbanedonement (also self-abandon) »n. the
action of completely surrendering oneself to a desire
or impulse.

-DERIVATIVES self-asbanedoned ad}.

self-asbasesment »n. the belittling or humiliation of
oneself.

self-abenesgaction »n. the denial or abasement of
oneself: she turned the letter into a groveling form of self-
abnegation.

self-abesorpetion »n. 1 preoccupation with one’s own
emotions, interests, or situation.

2 Physics the absorption by a body of radiation which it

has itself emitted.

~-DERIVATIVES self-abesorbed adj.

self-asbuse |2'byods| »n. behavior that causes dam-
age or harm to oneself.
® used cuphemistically to refer to masturbation.

self-acecuesaction »n. the action of accusing oneself,
stemming from feelings of guilt.

~-DERIVATIVES self-acecuesactoery adj.

self-acteing »ad]. archaic (of a machine or operation)
acting without external influence or control; auto-
matc.

self-acetuealeiszastion »n. the realization or fulfill-
ment of one’s talents and potendalities, esp. consid-
ercd as a drive or need present in everyone.

self-adedressed »ad]. (esp. of an cnvelope) bearing
one’s own address: enclose a self-addressed stamped en-
velope.

self-adeheesive »ad]. coated with a sticky substance;
adhering without requiring moistening.

self-adejusteing »ad). (chiefly of machinery) adjusting
itself to meet varying requirements.

-DERIVATIVES self-adejustment n.

self-ademierastion »n. the admiration of oneself;
pride.

-DERIVATIVES self-admiring adj.

self-adevancesment »n. the advancement or promo-
ton of oneself or onc's interests: a positive step in
women’s self-advancement.

self-adeverstisesment »n. the active publicization of
oneself: he turned the group into a wehicle for self-
advertisement.

~-DERIVATIVES self-advertiser n; self-advertising

adj.

self-adevoecascy »n. the action of representing one-
self or one’s views or interests.

self-afsfirrmaction »n. the recognition and assertion
of the existence and value of one’s individual self.

self-agegranedizesment »n. the action or process of
promoting oneself as being powerful or important.

~DERIVATIVES self-agegranediz*ing ad}.

self-aleleneaction »n. the process of distancing oneself
from one's own feelings or activities, such as may
occur in mental illness or as a symptom of emotional
distress.

self-asligneing »ad). (of a bearing or machine part) ca-
pable of aligning itself automatically.

self-asnaleyesis »n. the analysis of oneself, in particu-
lar one’s motives and character.

-DERIVATIVES self-aneaslyz+ing adj.

self-anenichiclastion »n. the annihilation or oblitera-
tion of self, esp. as a process of mystical contempla-
aon.

self-apepointeed »ad]. [altib] having assumed a posi-
tion or role without the endorsement of others: self-
appointed experts,

See page xxxviii for the Key to Pronunciation
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