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stories, columns, and chat rooms. The com-
panies that offer Web portals hope to keep
users within the portal so that they can be
repeatedly subjected to advertising, which
supplies most of the portals revenue. To
make sure users stay within the portal,
developers may create a walled garden,

Web ring A group of Web sites that have
agreed to facilitate user navigation to sites
on a similar subject. Each site administrator
must insert a navigation code, usually at the
bottom of the site’s home page, which
enables users to visit the next site in the
ring, the previous site, view a list of sites, or
return to the ring’s home page. A significant
drawback of current Web ring technology
is the lack of any means to update these
links automatically; on many Web ring sites,
the links point to sites that no longer exist.

Web server In the World Wide Web
(WWW), a program that accepts requests
for information framed according to the
Hypertext Transport Protocol (HTTP). The
server processes these requests and sends the
requested document. See Apache, HTTP,
Hypertext Transfer Protocol Daemon (htipd).

Web server farm See server farm.

Web Services A repertoire of Web-based
data and procedural resources made avail-
able by a resource description language, the
Web Services Description Language
(WSDL). Each described service 1s concep-
tualized as a point-to-point communication
channel in which XML-based messages are
exchanged. Independent of messaging pro-
tocols, Web Services can be implemented
using HTTP and SOAP. See HTTP, SOAP,
WSDL, XML.

Web Services Description Language
See WSDL.

Web site 1. In common but technically
inaccurate usage, a Web page. 2. In techni-
cally correct usage, one or more cornputers
that are associated with a fully qualified
domain name and make content available
on the Web. See fully qualified domain name
(FQDN).

welcome page

Web site hosting See Web hosting.

Web Standards Project A volunteer,
non-profit organization of programmers
and Web users who pressure browser pub-
lishers to conform to the standards
published by the World Wide Web
Consortium (W3C). Both Netscape/AOL
and Microsoft have added proprietary fea-
tures to open standards (such as HTML). In
consequence, Web developers must write
voluminous code to detect the type of
browser that is accessing their sites, so that a
version of a given Web page can be dis-
played properly on the users browser.
Despite arduous efforts and publicity cam-
paigns, the Web Standards Project has met
with only limited success in its attempt to
pressure companies to adhere to Web stan-
dards. See Microsoft Explorer,
Mozilla, Netscape Navigator.

Internet

Web surfing Serendipitous (and often
inordinately time-consuming) exploration
of the World Wide Web, in which a browser
user follows a previously unknown link trail
to unknown destinations.

Web TV A set-top appliance that enables
users to connect to the Internet and display
Web sites and e-mail on the TV screen. Web
TV units include a built-in modem, a
processor, memory, and storage. The newer
Web TV Plus standard enables viewers to
enhance their TV experience by consulung
onscreen TV schedules and accessing Web
pages related to shows they are viewing.

weight The overall lightness or darkness
of a typeface design, or the gradations of
lightness to darkness within a font family. A
type style can be light or dark. Within a
type style, several gradadons of weight are
visible: extra light, light, semi-light, regular,
medium, semi-bold, bold, extra bold, and
ultra-bold. See book weight.

welcome page In the Web, a Web-acces-
sible document that is meant to be the
point of entry to a series of related docu-
ments, called a web. For example, a
company’s welcome page typically includes
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