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(7) ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus dynamically assigns each of a
plurality of different information streams associated with
one wireless communication unit (12¢), to independent
communication resources from different communication
resource pools from each of a plurality of different wireless
network elements (14a—14#n), based on, for example, quality
of service requirement data determined for each of the
information streams. As such, the wireless communication
unit (124) may establish two or more separate links using
two or more completely independent radio resources from
different wireless base stations in the same system.
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1
METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
WIRELESSLY COMMUNICATING
DIFFERENT INFORMATION STREAMS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates generally to wireless communica-
tion systems and methods and more particularly to wireless
communication apparatus and methods that communicate a
plurality of different information streams from a single
wireless communication device. Mobile radio system per-
formance and capability is highly dependent on numerous
factors. For example, the instantaneous subscriber data rate
and the location of a subscriber plays a crucial role to
determine the efficiency and availability of communication
resources for others subscribers. In addition, these factors
vary widely over time, particularly in mixed voice and data
systems with subscribers coming and going and being
widely dispersed about the system. Also, quality criteria
requirements of data that a subscriber wishes to send may
vary significantly.

For example, wireless communication systems exist that
allow a subscriber to communicate different streams of
information through two different wireless systems at the
same time. For example, a commercial device may use a
dual transfer mode wherein one stream of information, such
as data, is communicated via a satellite communication
system via a satellite channel, and may communicate voice
via a wireless cellular channel on a different system.
However, such configurations require the use of differing
channels or wireless communication resources from differ-
ent systems.

Alternatively, wireless communication systems are
known wherein a wireless communication unit, such as a
subscriber, is assigned to separate communication resources
such as two CDMA codes such as one for voice, and another
for data, for communication to a same wireless network
element, such as a base station. Alternatively, communica-
tion of both streams may be accomplished on a single radio
source by prior multiplexing together of the independent
information streams. When the subscriber moves within the
system, both channels are reassigned together to another
wireless network element during a hand off procedure. As
such, conventional wireless communication systems effec-
tively link a subscriber and its associated information
streams to a common wireless network element. As a result,
wireless communication resources, such as frequencies,
time slots or CDMA codes for one subscriber are assigned
to the same wireless network element and are typically
handed off to another wireless network element as the
subscriber moves throughout the system. A problem can
arise where a subscriber wishes to communicate one infor-
mation stream at a high data rate and high quality of service
level, in addition to a voice communication. If the wireless
network element does not have enough capacity, the sub-
scriber is denied the ability to communicate one or both of
the different information streams.

Accordingly a need exists for a wireless communication
system and method that overcomes one or more of the above
problems.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention is illustrated by way of example
and not limitation in the accompanying figures, in which like
reference numerals indicate similar elements, and in which:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram illustrating one example of a
wireless communication system in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention;
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FIG. 2 is a flow chart illustrating one example of a method
for wirelessly communicating a plurality of different infor-
mation streams in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a flow chart illustrating an example of a method
for wirelessly communicating a plurality of different infor-
mation streams in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating one embodiment of
a wireless network control element in accordance with one
embodiment of the invention; and

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of a method for wirelessly
communicating a plurality of different information streams
having different quality of service requirements for a com-
mon wireless communication unit with a plurality of differ-
ent wireless network elements coupled in the same system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Briefly, a method and apparatus dynamically assigns each
of a plurality of different information streams associated
with one wireless communication unit, to independent com-
munication resources from different communication
resource pool locations from each of a plurality of different
wireless network elements, such as base stations, based on,
for example, quality of service requirement criteria deter-
mined for each of the information streams. As such, a
wireless communication unit, such as a subscriber, or other
suitable unit, may establish two or more separate links using
two or more completely independent radio resources from
different base stations in the same system. During hand offs,
individual information streams may be handed off to differ-
ent base stations for a single subscriber. Hence one infor-
mation stream that may require high speed internet packet
communication may be assigned to one base station, and
another communication resource for another base station
may be used for the same subscriber to communicate speech
information. Furthermore, the mode of operation for each of
the individual active radio resources can be beneficially and
optimally selected and controlled within the wireless net-
work control element, for example power control, handoff,
protocol, etc.

In one embodiment, a wireless network control element,
such as a base station controller (BSC), or any other suitable
control element, is operatively coupled to a wireless network
element (e.g. a transceiver) to receive a request from the
wireless communication unit, for a communication resource
allocation for each of a plurality of information streams. A
control circuit, operatively coupled to the transceiver,
dynamically assigns each of the plurality of information
streams to each of a plurality of different wireless network
elements. The control circuit, such as a suitable processing
device, evaluates communication network loading including
operation of each of the plurality of wireless network
elements and a plurality of wireless communication units in
a system, or subsystem, to take into account system-wide
dynamics to provide an optimized assignment for a single
subscriber to different communication resources associated
with different wireless network elements. The wireless net-
work elements assigned to accommodate the single sub-
scriber’s multiple streams are not necessarily collocated.

FIG. 1 illustrates one example of a wireless communica-
tion system 10, such as a CDMA communication system or
any other suitable wireless communication system. The
wireless communication system 10 includes one or more
wireless communication units 12g—12n, a plurality of wire-
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less network elements 14a—14n, and a network control
element 16 with dynamic independent communication
resource assignment 15. The network control element with
dynamic independent communication resource assignment
16, may be coupled to any other suitable network elements,
non-network elements or other networks including the
internet, public switching telephone network, mobile
switching centers, or any other suitable entities, generally
designated 18 as desired. For purposes of illustration only,
and not limitation, the invention will be described with
reference to a CDMA wireless communication system,
however, it will be recognized that any suitable TDMA,
FDMA or any suitable combination thereof or any other
suitable wireless communication system may also be
employed. The wireless communication units 12¢—12n may
be any suitable wireless communication units, including, but
not limited to, cellular telephones, internet appliances,
PDAs, laptop computers, non-mobile devices, or any other
suitable device.

The network control element 16 with dynamic indepen-
dent communication resource assignment may be incorpo-
rated as part of, for example, a base station controller (BSC)
that is operatively coupled to a plurality of wireless base
transceiver stations (BTS), or may be suitably part of any
other network element including the wireless network ele-
ments 14a—14n. Each of the wireless network elements
14a-14n are operatively coupled to the network control
element 16 to facilitate communication through suitable
communication links designated as 20.

FIG. 2 illustrates a method for wirelessly communicating
a plurality of different information streams in accordance
with one embodiment of the invention. For purposes of
illustration only, each of the different information streams
will be assumed to have different quality of service require-
ments. However, they may have the same quality of service
requirements. As shown in block 200, the method includes
receiving, such as by the wireless network element 144, a
resource allocation request 22 from the wireless communi-
cation unit 124 for a communication resource allocation for
each of a plurality of information streams. The wireless
network element 14a then forwards the request 22 to the
network control element 16 with dynamic independent com-
munication resource assignment. As shown in block 202, the
method includes dynamically assigning, such as by the
network control element 16, each of the plurality of infor-
mation streams to independent communication resources
from different communication resource pools from different
wireless network elements. For example, the network con-
trol element 16 may assign one information stream to
wireless network element 14b as shown by dashed line 24
and may assign a different information stream from the
wireless communication unit 12a¢ to a different wireless
network element such as wireless network element 14a as
shown by line 26. This dynamic assignment is based on the
quality of service data which is obtained by the network
control element 16 either through the forwarded request 22
or through another source, if desired, such as another
network element. The method includes dynamically assign-
ing each of the plurality of information streams associated
with the wireless communication unit 124 to independent
communication resources from different communication
resource pools from each of the different wireless network
elements 14a and 14b. As such, wireless network element
14a may use a code from its CDMA code pool for one
information stream such as a voice communication, whereas
for the same wireless communication unit 124, a different
wireless network element 14b at a different location is used
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along with an independent communication resource such as
a code from the CDMA pool associated with the wireless
network element 14b for a different information stream, such
as a high speed data stream.

As shown in block 204, the method includes sending, in
response to the resource allocation request 22, a communi-
cation resource assignment 28a and 28b to different network
elements 14a and 14b for the same wireless communication
unit 12a, wherein the wireless communication unit 12 uses
multiple information streams. The communication resource
assignments 282 and 28b may be suitable messages that
define, for example, the codes, rates, channel codings,
protocols, mowers, modes etc. that should be used by the
different wireless network elements or any other suitable
assignment information. Methods of channel assignment for
each individual stream are well known in the art. Likewise,
certain modes of operation, such as soft handoff, are likewise
well known. For example, in the case of soft handoff in
CDMA, channel resources from multiple wireless network
elements are allocated to support the communication of a
single information stream for a subscriber. The wireless
network elements 14a and 14b then communicate with the
wireless communication unit 12¢ using independent com-
munication resources of each of the different network ele-
ments for the same wireless communication unit 12a.

Where the network control element 16 is operatively
coupled to multiple wireless network elements and where
multiple wireless communication units are communicating
within the system 10, the same operation as described above
with respect to other wireless communication unit 12¢ may
occur with respect to wireless communication units 127.

FIG. 3 illustrates in more detail, one example of a method
for wirelessly communicating a plurality of different infor-
mation streams from the same communication unit wherein
the different information streams have different quality of
service requirements. Quality of service requirement data
includes, but is not limited to, data representing an accept-
able delay period that the information stream may be ame-
nable to, an acceptable communication bit rate, and an
acceptable accuracy level such as a frame erasure rate. For
example, some information may need to be low delay, as
may be the case for an interactive speech communication.
An information stream requiring a higher bit rate may be
desirable to use with packet data, wherein acknowledgement
and non-acknowledgement protocols may be employed to
allow repeats to insure that the data is throughput reliably.
The network control element 16 may partition information
streams, for example, also where a higher reliability or lower
reliability may be suitable. For example, information source
coders may provide coded information where the bits have
differing importance and may refine the quality output and
may optionally omit bits if channel conditions prohibit their
communications.

Referring again to FIG. 1, if, for example, the wireless
communication unit 12a desires to both engage in a speech
conversation as well as do simultaneous internet browsing,
the wireless communication unit 12¢ and its associated
plurality of information streams are partitioned using, for
example, a continuous low rate speech information path via
wireless network element 14a and a high rate intermittent
packet communication via wireless network element 14b. As
such, the wireless communication unit 12a a establishes two
separate links using two completely separate radio resources
with different wireless network elements in the same system.
The wireless communication unit 12g is initially
commanded, such as by the network control element 16 via
the wireless network elements 14a—14n, based on the net-
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work control element 16 optimally allocating its resources to
use from different wireless network elements 14a and 14b.

At some later time, another wireless communication
network 12z may be commanded by the network control
element 16 to establish an interactive high rate video call
with wireless network element 14a or 14c or 14n. The
network control element 16 may recognize, for example,
that an assignment may exhaust a network element’s capac-
ity. The network control element 16 with dynamic imped-
ance communication resource assignment therefore com-
mands the wireless communication unit via a wireless
network element 14a—14n to switch to multiple resource
utilization over different wireless network elements.
Alternatively, one or both mobile subscribers may physi-
cally move creating conditions that would cause the wireless
network control element to dynamically make resource
allocation assignments that are optimally suited to convey
all the subscribers’ information streams.

FIG. 3 illustrates another example of a method for wire-
lessly communicating a plurality of different information
streams for a single wireless communication unit, wherein
the different information streams have different quality of
service requirements. As shown in block 300, the method
includes identifying, such as by the wireless communication
unit 12g, or any other suitable unit, a quality of service
requirement and hence quality of service requirement data
for each of a plurality of information streams communicated
by the wireless communication unit.

As shown in block 302, the method includes sending the
quality of service requirement data as part of the resource
allocation request 22 for each of the plurality of information
streams to at least one wireless network element. As shown
in block 304, the method includes receiving, such as by the
network control element 16, the resource allocation request
22 for resource allocation for a plurality of information
streams for the same wireless communication unit.

As shown in block 306, the method includes evaluating,
such as by the network control element 16, or any other
suitable element, system-wide wireless link capabilities, in
addition to the quality of service requirement data. For
example, the network element may evaluate, for example,
available transmit power for the various wireless network
elements 14a—14n, whether soft hand off can occur for the
given wireless communication unit, cell capacity of one or
more cells, and the CDMA codes available for assignment.
In the case of a TDMA system or FDMA system, or any
other system employing time slots or frequencies, the evalu-
ation may also include the availability of TDMA slots and
frequencies available on a per network element basis. In
addition, if desired, communication link margin may also be
evaluated by the network control element 16, such as a
wireless network element’s location with respect to a wire-
less network element. In addition, other communication
capabilities may also be taken into account, such as power
control capabilities of both a wireless network element 14a
or any other suitable network element, whether acknowl-
edgement or non-acknowledgement control signaling may
occur. The request 22 may be communicated over a suitable
control channel if desired, or any other suitable channel as
desired. The method then proceeds as indicated by the
following blocks 202 and 204 as previously described with
respect to FIG. 2.

As shown, for example, in block 204, the method includes
sending the communication resource assignment which
includes, for example, sending data representing the inde-
pendent communication resources, to the wireless commu-
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nication unit. The wireless communication unit can suitably
effect communication with a plurality of wireless network
elements and their respective different communication
resources of each of the different wireless network elements
based on the reassignments.

In addition, as noted above with respect to block 306,
evaluation of the various wireless network loading factors
are taken into account by the network control element 16
including the operation of each of the plurality of network
elements 14a—14n and the plurality of wireless communi-
cation units 12a—12# to get a more optimal wireless resource
assignment.

Where information stream priority is available or where
the network control element 16 or wireless communication
unit 12g is capable of determining a level of criticality of
information streams, the dynamic assignment of the plural-
ity of information streams from the same wireless commu-
nication resource may be based on the quality of service data
to create differing assignments for non-critical information
streams based on minimum acceptable quality of service
data for a stream and based on quality of service data
requirements for critical information streams. This may be
desirable, for example, where an emergency call or other
critical information must be communicated and is therefore
designated as critical.

It will also be recognized that although described with
reference to the network control element 16, the above
dynamic assignment of the plurality of information streams
may be carried out by the wireless communication units
124a-12n or any other suitable device.

As such, from the perspective of the wireless communi-
cation unit, the unit sends the request for a communication
resource allocation for each of the plurality of information
streams to a network element. The network element deter-
mines the suitable resource allocation and sends the alloca-
tion back to the wireless communication unit. The wireless
communication unit receives, in response to the request, the
dynamically assigned independent communication
resources for each of the plurality of information streams
from different communication resource pool locations from
each of the different wireless network elements. The wire-
less communication unit communicates each of the plurality
of information streams to different wireless network
elements, using the assigned independent communication
resource.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram illustrating one example of a
network control element 16 with dynamic communication
resource assignment in accordance with one embodiment of
the invention. The wireless network control element 16
includes a transceiver 400 for transmitting and receiving
information with the wireless network elements 12a. The
wireless network control element 16 also includes a control
circuit 402 operatively coupled to the transceiver 400
wherein the control circuit 402 receives the resource allo-
cation request and dynamically assigns each of the plurality
of information streams associated with the wireless com-
munication unit, to independent communication resources
from different communication resource pools from each of
a plurality of different wireless network elements based on
quality of service data as described above. Although not
shown, other conventional circuitry is employed in the
network control element 16 to allow it to operate consistent
with the communication system 10. The control circuit 402
may include one or more processing devices, such as but not
limited to DSP’s, CPU’s, microcontrollers, and ASIC’s, and
associated memory including local or remote memory such
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as web servers wherein the memory contains executable
instructions that when executed by one or more processing
devices causes the one or more processing devices to carry
out the functionality of the network control element 16 as
described above. It will be recognized that the processing
device or devices may include, but are not limited to, DSPs,
microcontrollers, CPUs, or any other device that processes
digital information. The memory (not shown) may include,
but is not limited to, optical storage media, magnetic storage
media, CD ROMS, DVDs, RAM, ROM, non-local memory,
distributed memory, or any other device that stores digital
data. Alternatively, the control circuit 402 may be imple-
mented as logic circuitry, software as noted above, firmware,
or any suitable combination thereof.

Referring to FIG. 5, as previously described with refer-
ence to FIG. 3, after the wireless communication unit
identifies quality of service requirements for a plurality of
information streams and sends the quality of service require-
ment data as part of or in addition to the resource allocation
request 22 as shown in blocks 300 and 302, the network
control element 16 then determines the link assignment for
each of the plurality of information streams and sends the
communication resource assignment to the wireless com-
munication unit 12¢ indicating the channels (e.g., codes,
frequencies, time slots, etc.) associated with different net-
work elements that the wireless communication unit will
need to communicate over different wireless network ele-
ments. As such, as shown in block 500, the wireless com-
munication unit receives the dynamically assigned link
assignments on, for example, a dedicated or associated
control channel, and then executes the link assignments. As
shown in block 502, if a condition changes with respect to
the wireless communication unit, such as if another infor-
mation stream must be communicated or if a quality of
service requirement changes with respect to an information
stream already in use, the wireless communication unit 12
communicates the new quality of service requirements and
sends them to the network control element 16 whereafter the
network control element 16 determines a link reassignment
and sends the link reassignment back to the wireless com-
munication unit 124 as shown in block 502. The wireless
communication unit 124 then determines if a link reassign-
ment has been received as shown in block 504. If so, the
wireless communication unit then executes the new link
assignments for each of the plurality of differing information
streams. If no link reassignment has been received, the
wireless communication unit will then attempt to recommu-
nicate the quality of service requirement data in an attempt
to receive reassignments.

The dynamic assignment or reassignment of wireless
resources from different pools from different wireless net-
works for the same wireless communication unit is prefer-
ably (but not required) based on a current system situation
so that the network control element 16 determines the
optimum allocation for all information streams for all wire-
less communication units and all wireless network elements
within the system or subsystem. Hence the system assigns
other wireless network elements to communicate with a
plurality of different wireless communication units when
another wireless communication unit is added (or dropped)
to the system, and as a wireless communication unit moves
through the system, for example. The network control ele-
ment 16, for example, takes into account the population of
all wireless communication units 12a—12n that are commu-
nicating using a plurality of information streams at the same
time, along with the capabilities of the system and wireless
network elements 14a—14n within the system.
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By way of further example, Table 1 below illustrates a
pre-reassignment allocation (e.g., an initial resource
assignment) for each assignment that takes the system into
account as a whole.

TABLE 1
WIRELESS
NETWORK WIRELESS WIRELESS
ELEMENT  NETWORK ELEMENT  NETWORK ELEMENT
142 14b 14n
Al al B1, bl
TABLE 2
WIRELESS ~ WIRELESS  WIRELESS WIRELESS
NETWORK NETWORK  NETWORK NETWORK
ELEMENT  ELEMENT  ELEMENT ELEMENT
14a 14b 14n 14c
Al al Bl bl

Referring to FIG. 1, and for purposes of illustration and
not limitation, wireless communication unit 12z has two
information streams Al, al (shown as dashed lines 24 and
26) having different quality of service requirements,
whereas wireless communication unit 12z has different
information streams B1, bl having different quality of
service requirements. For initial assignment allocation, the
likely assignment of each of the different information
streams is based on, for example, the closeness of the
wireless communication unit to a given wireless network
element. Other criteria, such as the same criteria used to
determine whether a hand off may occur may also be used,
such as the RSSI, power levels, or any other suitable
information. The pre-reassignment allocation is done by
determining the resource assignment for critical information
streams first. For example, if an information stream is a
speech communication versus a data communication, the
speech communication is considered more critical. In
addition, if there is an emergency conversation or commu-
nication this also would be considered a more critical
information stream. As such, the method includes creating
an assignment for critical links and subsequently creating an
assignment of resources for non-critical links at a minimum
acceptable quality of service level. As shown (see FIG. 1),
the initial pre-reassignment allocations of the different infor-
mation streams Al and al for wireless communication unit
124 are initially assigned to wireless network element 14a
due to, for example, the closeness of the wireless commu-
nication unit to the wireless network element 14a. Likewise,
the different information streams B1 and bl are initially
assigned to wireless network element 14# due to the prox-
imity of the wireless communication unit 12# to the wireless
network element 14#. Preferably, all possible assignments of
wireless resources are identified for all different information
streams for each wireless communication unit in a table or
other suitable form. Once all possible assignments are
identified, the network control element 16 computes a good-
ness metric for all link assignments. The goodness metric
may be algorithmically determined from an appropriate
weighting of various known or determined criteria such as
ability to carry the subscriber’s desired traffic and individual
user requirements (e.g. an emergency call would receive a
high weighting) as well as other performance merit criteria
such as overall system traffic throughput (i.c. efficiency), etc.
Once the goodness metrics are computed for all possible
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resource allocations, the method includes determining the
highest goodness metric and effecting the resource assign-
ment associated with that metric. FIG. 1 assumes that a
suitable goodness metric resulted for the assignments.
Subsequently, if a request for resource assignment is
received from a wireless communication device, a new
pre-assignment allocation is performed to see if any change
in link assignment is necessary. If the newly determined
goodness metric of a possible link assignment is greater than
or equal to a desired threshold, and if a change in quality of
service requirement data or priority was received, the
method includes revising and sending the new allocation
assignments defined by the highest goodness metric for a
given link assignment to the affected wireless communica-
tion units.

The result is shown in TABLE 2. As shown, different
information streams for the same wireless communication
unit have been re-assigned to different wireless network
elements. It will be noted that if assignment allocations
exceed available resources for a given wireless network
element, the proposed assignment will be given a low
goodness metric to avoid overloading a wireless network
element. New assignment allocations may be determined
each time a request for resource allocation is submitted by
a wireless communication unit, each time a wireless com-
munication unit is handed off, each time a wireless commu-
nication unit leaves or enters a coverage area, after a
particular time interval, or based on any other suitable
criteria.

As shown by TABLES 1 and 2, a reassignment would
occur even though an initial information stream assignment
that was based on hand off criteria assigned both information
streams to one wireless network element 14a, based on
quality of service requirement data and limits of the wireless
network element 14a. One of the information streams was
reassigned to wireless network element 14b since the good-
ness metric determined for that reassignment was deter-
mined to be higher than the goodness metric previously.
Hence the network control element dynamically assigns or
effectively partitions each information stream optimally to
an independent communication resource associated with a
different wireless communication unit as needed based on
the quality of service requirement data.

As such, among other advantages, the above described
methods and apparatus provide two or more separate links
using two or more completely independent radio resources
from different base stations in the same system. During hand
offs, individual information streams may be handed off to
different base stations for a single subscriber. Hence one
information stream that may require high speed internet
packet communication may be assigned to one base station,
and another communication resource for another base sta-
tion may be used for the same subscriber to communicate
speech information.

It should be understood that the implementations of other
variations and modifications of the invention and its various
aspects as may be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill
in the art, and that the invention is not limited by the specific
embodiments described herein. It is therefore contemplated
to cover by the present invention, any and all modifications,
variations, or equivalent to fall within the spirit and scope of
the basic underlying principles disclosed and claimed
herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for wirelessly communicating a plurality of
different information streams having different quality of
service requirements over different communication
resources between a wireless communication unit and a
plurality of wireless network elements each having a limited
pool of communication resources for allocation comprising:
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receiving a request from the wireless communication unit
for a communication resource allocation for each of the
plurality of information streams; and

dynamically assigning each of the plurality of information

streams associated with the wireless communication
unit to independent communication resources from
different communication resource pool locations from
each of the different wireless network elements.

2. The method of claim 1 including the steps of:

identifying, by the wireless communication unit, quality

of service requirement data for each of the plurality of
information streams; and

sending the quality of service requirement data for each of

the plurality of information streams to at least one of

the wireless network elements; and wherein

dynamically assigning each of the plurality of infor-
mation streams to independent communication
resources from each of the different wireless network
elements, is based on the sent quality of service
requirement data.

3. The method of claim 1 including the step of sending
data representing the independent communication resources
to the wireless communication unit.

4. The method of claim 2 wherein the quality of service
requirement data is based on at least one of: an acceptable
delay period, an acceptable communication bit rate, an
acceptable accuracy level and an information priority level.

5. The method of claim 1 wherein the step of dynamically
assigning each of the plurality of information streams asso-
ciated with the wireless communication unit to independent
communication resources from different communication
resource pool locations from each of the different wireless
network elements includes evaluating at least a plurality of:
available transmit power for one or more wireless network
elements, a cell capacity of one or more cells, whether soft
hand-off can occur with the wireless communication unit
and the plurality of wireless network elements; a number of
CDMA codes available for a wireless network element, a
number of FDMA frequencies available, a number of TDMA
time slots available a communication link margin, whether
an acknowledgment/non-acknowledgement signal can be
used and a power control capability of at least one of the
wireless communication unit and one of the wireless net-
work elements.

6. The method of claim 2 wherein dynamically assigning
each of the plurality of information streams to independent
communication resources from each of the different wireless
network elements is based on an evaluation of a communi-
cation network loading including operation of each of the
plurality of wireless network elements and a plurality of
wireless communication units communicating with the plu-
rality of wireless network elements.

7. The method of claim 6 dynamically assigning each of
the plurality of information streams to independent commu-
nication resources from each of the different wireless net-
work elements includes creating an assignment for critical
information streams based on quality of service data and
creating different assignments for non-critical information
streams based on minimum acceptable quality of service
data.

8. A method for wirelessly communicating a plurality of
different information streams having different quality of
service requirements over different communication
resources between a wireless communication unit and a
plurality of wireless network elements each having a limited
pool of communication resources for allocation comprising:

receiving a request from the wireless communication unit

for a CDMA communication resource allocation for

each of the plurality of information streams;
dynamically assigning each of the plurality of information

streams associated with the wireless communication
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unit to independent CDMA codes from different com-
munication resource pools from each of the different
wireless network elements based on quality of service
data provided by the wireless communication unit; and

sending data representing the independent CDMA codes
to the wireless communication unit for each of the
information streams.

9. The method of claim 8 including the step of receiving,
by each of the plurality of wireless network elements, a
different information stream coded using different CDMA
codes from each of respective different communication
resource pools, in response to sending data representing the
independent CDMA codes to the wireless communication
unit for each of the information streams.

10. A wireless network control element for controlling a
plurality of different wireless network elements comprising:

a transceiver operatively coupled to receive a request
from a wireless communication unit for a communica-
tion resource allocation for each of a plurality of
information streams; and

a control circuit operatively coupled to the transceiver; the
control circuit operative to dynamically assign each of
the plurality of information streams associated with the
wireless communication unit to independent commu-
nication resources from different communication
resource pools from each of a plurality of different
wireless network elements based on quality of service
requirement data.

11. The wireless network control element of claim 10
wherein the control circuit is operative to evaluate at least a
plurality of: an available transmit power for one or more
wireless network elements, a cell capacity of one or more
cells; whether soft hand-off can occur with the wireless
communication unit and the plurality of wireless network
elements; a number of CDMA codes available for a wireless
network element, a number of FDMA frequencies available;
a number of TDMA time slots available a communication
link margin, whether an acknowledgment/
nonacknowledgement signal can be used and a power con-
trol capability of at least one of the wireless communication
unit and one of the wireless network elements.

12. The wireless network control element of claim 10
wherein the control circuit determines communication
resource assignment based on an evaluation of a communi-
cation network loading including operation of each of the
plurality of wireless network elements and a plurality of
wireless communication units communicating with the plu-
rality of wireless network elements.

13. The wireless network control element of claim 10
wherein the control circuit determines communication
resource assignment by creating an assignment for critical
information streams based on quality of service data and
creating different assignments for non-critical information
streams based on minimum acceptable quality of service
data.

14. The wireless network control element of claim 10
wherein the control circuit is comprised of memory and one
or more processing devices that executes executable instruc-
tions stored in the memory and wherein the executable
instructions cause the one or more processing devices to:
dynamically assign each of the plurality of information
streams associated with the wireless communication unit to
independent communication resources from different com-
munication resource pools from each of a plurality of
different wireless network elements based on quality of
service data.

15. A wireless communication system comprising:

a wireless communication unit that wirelessly communi-
cates a plurality of different information streams having
different quality of service requirements over different
communication resources;
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a plurality of different wireless network elements in
operative communication with the wireless communi-
cation unit, each having a limited pool of communica-
tion resources for allocation;

5 a wireless network control element, operatively coupled
to the plurality of different wireless network elements,
that includes:

a transceiver operatively coupled to receive a request
from a wireless communication unit for a commu-
nication resource allocation for each of a plurality of
information streams; and

a control circuit operatively coupled to the transceiver;
the control circuit operative to dynamically assign
each of the plurality of information streams associ-
ated with the wireless communication unit to inde-
pendent communication resources from different
communication resource pools from each of a plu-
rality of different wireless network elements based
on quality of service requirement data.

16. The system of claim 15 wherein the control circuit is
operative to evaluate at least a plurality of: available trans-
mit power for one or more wireless network elements, a cell
capacity of one or more cells, whether soft hand-off can
occur with the wireless communication unit and the plurality
of wireless network elements; a number of CDMA codes
available for a wireless network element, a number of
FDMA frequencies available, a number of TDMA time slots
available a communication link margin, whether an
acknowledgment/nonacknowledgement signal can be used
and a power control capability of at least one of the wireless
communication unit and one of the wireless network ele-
ments.

17. The system of claim 15 wherein the control circuit
determines communication resource assignment by creating
an assignment for critical information streams based on
quality of service data and creating different assignments for
non-critical information streams based on minimum accept-
able quality of service data.

18. The system of claim 15 wherein the wireless com-
munication unit is operative to:

identify quality of service requirement data for each of the

plurality of information streams; and

send the quality of service requirement data for each of

the plurality of information streams to at least one of

the wireless network elements.

19. The system of claim 18 wherein the quality of service
requirement data is based on at least one of: an acceptable
delay period, an acceptable communication bit rate, an
acceptable accuracy level and an information priority level.

20. A method for wirelessly communicating a plurality of
different information streams having different quality of
service requirements over different communication
resources between a wireless communication unit and a
plurality of wireless network elements each having a limited
pool of communication resources for allocation comprising:

sending a request, by the wireless communication unit, for

a communication resource allocation for each of the

plurality of information streams; and

receiving, in response to the request, dynamically

assigned independent communication resources for

each of the plurality of information streams from
different communication resource pool locations from
each of the different wireless network elements.

21. The method of claim 20 including communicating, by
the wireless communication unit, each of the plurality of
information streams to different wireless network elements,
using the assigned independent communication resource.
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