] — = e e

Microsoft

I JOVER:
ENTRIES |

Microsoft

- Computer
Dictionary

Fifth Edition

* Fully updated with the latest .
technologies, terms, and acronyms

* Easy to read, expertly illustrated

* Definitive coverage of hardware,
software, the Internet, and more!

:Z&Q}?{é‘g‘fwxemfml"'ﬂ?ll-'\ﬂ,ui"\H‘uv&"«u!ml-\nvrwlru';r.nuAmﬂu
TR ST

G

it
Al NG e

i

Page 1 of 4



-~ Microsoft

Computer
Dictionary

Fifth Edition [




PUBLISHED BY

Microsoft Press

A Diviston of Microsoft Corporation
One Microsoft Way

Redmond, Washington 98052-6399

Copyright © 2002 by Microsoft Corporation

All rights reserved. No part of the contents of this book may be reproduced or transmitted in any form
" ot by any means without the written permission of the publisher.

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data
Microsoft Computer Dictionary.--5th ed.
p.;om.
ISBN 0-7356-1495-4
1. Computers--Dictionaries. 2. Microcomputers--Dictionaries.

AQ76.5. M52267 2002 _
004'.03--de21 200219714

Printed and boupd in the United States of America.

123456789 QWI 765432

Distributed in Canada by Penguin Books Canada Limited.

A CIP catalogue tecord for this book is available from the British Library,

Microsoft Press books are available through bookseliers and distributors worldwide. For further informa-
! tion about international editions, contact your local Microsoft Corporation office or contact Microsoft
Press International directly at fax (425) 936-7329. Visit our Web site at www.microsoft.com/mspress.
‘Send comments to mspinput@microsoft.com.

] Active Desktop, Active Directory, ActiveMovie, ActiveStore, ActiveSyne, ActiveX, Authenficode,
BackOffice, BizTalk, ClearType, Direct3D, DirectAnimation, DiréctDraw, Directnput, DirectMusic,
DirectPlay, DirectShow, DirectSound, DirectX, Entourage, FoxPro, FrontPage, Hotmail, IntelliCye,
IntelliMouse, IntelliSense, FScript, MapPoint, Microsoft, Microsoft Press, Mobile Explorer, MS-DOS,
MBSN, Music Central, NetMeeting, Outlook, PhotoDraw, PowerPoint, SharePoint, UltimateTV, Visio,
Visual Basic, Visual C++, Visual FoxPro, Visual InterDev, Visual J++, Visual SourceSafe, Visual Studio,
Win32, Win32s, Windows, Windows Media, Windows NT, Xbox are either registered trademarks ot
trademarks of Microsoft Corporation in the United States and/or other countries. Other product.and
company names mentioned herein may be the trademarks of their respective owners.

The example companies, organizations, products, domain names, e-mail addresses, logos, people, places,
and events depicted herein are fictitious. No association with any real company, organization, product,
domain name, e-mail address, logo, person, place, ot event is intended or should be inferred,

Acquisitions Editor: Alex Blanton
Project Editor: Sandra Haynes

Body Part No. X08-41929




sidebar

Napnaf))
vVVEY

Sideband.

]— Upper sideband

Lower sideband

sidebar n. A block of text placed to the side of the main
body of text in a document, often set off by a border or
other graphic element.

side-by-side execution n. The ability to install and use
multiple versions of an assembly in isolation at the same
time. This can occur on the same machine, or in the same
process or application domain. Side-by-side execution can
apply to applications and components as well as the com-
ponents of the NET Framework. Allowing assemblies to
.run side-by-side is essential to support robust versioning
in the common language runtime.

side effect n. Any change of state caused by a subrou-
tine, such as a routine that reads a value from a file and
advances the current file position.

side head 7. A heading placed in the margin of a printed
document and top-aligned with the body text, rather than
being vertically aligned with text, as is a normal head.

sieve of Eratosthenes n. An algorithm for finding prime
numbers. It is often used as a benchmark in testing the
speed of a computer or programming language. See also
benchmark!.

.sig n. A file extension for a signature file for e-mail or
Internet newsgroup use. The contents of this file are auto-
matically appended to e-mail correspondence or news-
group articles by their respective client software. See also
signature file (definition 1).

SIG n. Acronym for special interest group. An e-mail
online discussion group or a group of users who meet and
share information, especially one of the groups supported
by the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM),
such as SIGGRAPH for computer graphics.

SIGGRAPH n. Short for Special Interest Group on Com-
puter Graphics, a part of the Association for Computing
Machinery (ACM).

sigmoid function n. A kind of S-shaped mathematical
function arising in many dynamical systems, including
neural networks, because it is the solution to a first-order
differential equation. It typically maps a real value, which
may be arbitrarily large in magnitude (positive or nega-

sign bit

tive), to another real value, which lies within some narrow
range. The sigmoid function, in neural network computa-
tion literature, is also sometimes referred to as the logistic
function. The reason for its prevalence is that it is thought
to resemble the probability that a true neuron generates as
an action potential in response to particular input and out-
put. See also artificial intelligence, neural network.

sign n. The character used to indicate a positive or nega-
tive number. In assembly-level programming, the sign is
indicated by the sign bit accompanying the number. See

alse sign bit.

signal n. 1. Any electrical quantity, such as voltage, cur-
rent, or frequency, that can be used to transmit informa-
tion. 2. A beep or tone from a computer’s speaker or a
prompt displayed on sereen that tells a user that the com-
puter is ready to receive input.

signal converter n. A device or circuit that converts a
signal from one form to another, such as analog to digital,
or pulse code modulation to frequency modulation.

signal-to-noise ratio n. The amount of power, measured in
decibels, by which the signal exceeds the amount of channel
noise at the same point in transmission. Abbreviation: S/N.
See also noise (definition 2).

signature n. 1. A sequence of data used for identification,
such as text appended to an e-mail message or a fax. 2. A
unique number built into hardware or software for authen-
tication purposes.

signature block n. A block of text that an e-mail client or
a newsreader automatically places at the end of every mes-
sage or article before the message or article is transmitted.
Signature blocks typically contain the name, e-mail
address, and affiliation of the person who created the mes-
sage or article.

signature file n. 1. A file that contains information
inserted by a user and automatically appended to e-mail
correspondence or newsgroup articles by client software.
A signature file typically contains the name or nickname
of the user and might include such information as the
user’s e-mail address, Web page, company, or job title.

2. A file that updates an antivirus program so that the pro-
gram recognizes signatures of new viruses and removes
the viruses from the user’s computer. See also antivirus
program, virus signature.

sign bit n. The most significant, or leftmost, bit of a num-
ber field, usually set to 1 if the number is negative.






