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Title 14 —Aeronautics and Space

Chapter I —Federal Aviation Administration, Department of Transportation
Subchapter F —Air Traffic and General Operating Rules

Part 91 —General Operating and Flight Rules

Subpart B —Flight Rules

General
Source: Docket 18334, 54 FR 34294, Aug. 18, 1989, unless otherwise noted.

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(f), 40101, 40103, 40105, 40113, 40120, 44101, 44111, 44701, 44704, 44709, 44711, 44712,
44715,44716, 44717, 44722, 44740, 46306, 46315, 46316, 46504, 46506-46507, 47122, 47508,47528-47531, 47534, Pub. L.
112-95,126 Stat. 11; Pub. L. 114-190, 130 Stat. 615 (49 U.S.C. 44703 note); sec. 828, Pub. L. 118-63, 138 Stat. 1330 (49
U.S.C. 44703 note); articles 12 and 29 of the Convention on International Civil Aviation, 61'Stat. 1180.

§ 91.119 Minimum safe altitudes: General.

Except when necessary for takeoff or landing, no person may operate an aircraft below the following altitudes:

(a) Anywhere. An altitude allowing, if a power unit fails, an emergency landing without undue hazard to
persons or property on the surface.

(b) Over congested areas. Over any congested area of a city, town, or settlement, or over any open air

assembly of persons, an altitude of 1,000 feet above the highest obstacle within a horizontal radius of
2,000 feet of the aircraft.

(c) Over other than congested areas. An altitude of 500 feet above the surface, except over open water or

sparsely populated areas. In those cases, the aircraft may not be operated closer than 500 feet to any
person, vessel, vehicle, or structure.

(d) Helicopters, powered parachutes, and weight-shift-control aircraft. If the operation is conducted without
hazard to persons or property on the surface—

(1) Ahelicopter may be operated at less than the minimums prescribed in paragraph (b) or (c) of this

section, provided each person operating the helicopter complies with any routes or altitudes
specifically prescribed for helicopters by the FAA; and

(2) A powered parachute or weight-shift-control aircraft may be operated at less than the minimums
prescribed in paragraph (c) of this section.

[Docket 18334, 54 FR 34294, Aug. 18, 1989, as amended by Amdt. 91-311, 75 FR 5223, Feb. 1, 2010]
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