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529 Windows (Microsoft) 

Win32s a subset or Win32 that could be installed as an extension to 
Windows 3.1, making it possible to run many Windows 95 programs. 

Winchester disk any hard disk designed for use in 111icrorn111puters. 
"Winchester" is an early industry code name, not a brand name, 
See Hi\RD DISK. 

window an area of the screen set aside for a special purpose. On the 
Macintosh, in Micmsofl Windows, and in other similar operating sys­
tems, the screen is divided into windows for clifterent pieces of software. 
The user can control the size, shape, and positioning of the windows. 
The uctii•e windo,v is the one in which you are currently typing. 

Figure 298 shows the main parts of a window in Microsoft Windows. 
To move the window, place the mouse pointer 011 the title ba1; hold down 
the left button, and move the mouse. To change the size of the window, 
do the same thing but with the pointe,· 011 the left, right, DI' bottom bor­
der of the window. To close the window, click once on the close box (the 
box with the x symbol) or double-click on the control menu button. See 

also DIALOG BOX: IC'ON; MAXIMIZE; MENU 81\R; MESSAGE BOX; MINIMIZE; 

PULI.-D0\VN MENU: SCROLL BAR; TITLE BAR. 
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FIGURE 298. Window (in Microsoft Windows) 

Windows (Microsort) a family of operating systems whose lineage is 
shown in Fignrc 30 I, produced by Microsoft Corporation of Redmond. 
Washington. 

Wi11dows orisinatcd in 1983 as a ORAPIIICAL IJSER INTERFACE thal rnn 
und ·r DO. to 1>rovidc wi11dowlng tmd mouse support for graphics S{)fl­

ware. In 1990, \' indows .O introtlucciJ lhc nllilily to multitask DO 
programs, thereby giving Windows an advantage over DOS even for 
non"graphic:il uses. 

eparntcly, Microsoft and IBM collo1bo1111cd on 11 32-blt 11111lli1askins 
opor:11ins system for thi; 80386. 486, and Pentium, but the collabomli(>n 
broke up and produc.:cd two sepnmtc produc1 . IBM OS/2 and Microsoft 
W indo11 T. the dln:ct ;mc.:c.,tor of prcscnHlay Window · versions. 




