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529 Windows (Microsoft)

Win32s a subset of Win32 that could be installed as an extension to
Windows 3.1, making it possible to run many Windows 95 programs.

Winchester disk any hard disk designed for use in microcomputers.
“Winchester” is an early industry code name, not a brand name.
See HARD DISK.

window an area of the screen set aside for a special purpose. On the
Macintosh, in Microsoft Windows, and in other similar operating sys-
tems, the screen is divided into windows for ditferent pieces of sottware,
The user can control the size, shape, and positioning of the windows,
The active window is the one in which you are currently typing.

Figure 298 shows the main parts ot a window in Microsoft Windows.
To move the window, place the mouse pointer on the title bar, hold down
the left button, and move the mouse. To change the size of the window,
do the same thing but with the pointer on the left, right, or bottom bor-
der of the window. To close the window, click once on the close box (the
box with the X symbol) or double-click on the control menu button. See
also DIALOG BOX; ICON; MAXIMIZE; MENU BAR; MESSAGE BOX; MINIMIZE;
PULI-DOWN MENU: SCROLL BAR; TITLE BAR.

Control Window
Menu Control
Button Buttons
) rr'\‘\
title - active filename T

—| 18] =] | X

' Minimize Maximize Restore Close

FIGURE 298. Window (in Microsoft Windows)

Windows (Microsoft) a family of operating systems whose lineage is
shown in Figare 301, produced by Microsoft Corporation of Redmond,
Washington.

Windows originated in 1983 as a GRAPHICAL USER INTERFACE thal ran
under DOS to provide windowing and mouse support for graphics soft-
ware. In 1990, Windows 3.0 introduced the ability to multitask DOS
programs, thereby giving Windows an advantage over DOS even for
non-graphical uses,

Separately, Microsoft and IBM collaborated on a 32-bit multitasking
operating system for the 80386, 486, and Pentium, but the collaboration
broke up and produced two separate products, IBM 0872 and Microsoft
Windows NT, the direct ancestor of present-day Windows versions.
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