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Title: 

Specification: 

A MICROPHONE FOR DATA ENTRY 

USING INTEGRATED KEYPAD SYSTEMS 

The invention_ described hereafter relates to method of configuration of 

symbols such as characters, punctuation, .functions, etc. ( e.g. symbols of a 

computer keyboard) on a small keypad having a limited number of keys, for data 

entry in general, and for data and/or text entry method combining voice/speech 

10 of a. user and key interactions (e.g. key presses) on a keypad, in particular. This 

method facilitates the use of suc;:h a keypad. 

Fig. 1, shows an example ofan integrated keypad 100 for a data entry 

method using key presses and voice/speech recognition systems. In this example, 

the keys of the keypad may respond to one or more type of interactions with 

15 them. Said interactions may be such _as: 

- pressing a key with a specific finger or a portion of a fmger (using a 

fmger recognition system) 

a single tap (e.g. press) on a key or a double tap (e.g. two consecutive 

presses with short time interval) on a key. 

a slight pressure (or a touch) on a key, or a heavy pressure on a key 

- a short time interaction with a key (e.g. a short time pressing of a key) 

or a longer time pressing of a key etc ... 
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To each of said interactions or to any combination of them with the keys 

of the ·keypad, a group of symbols on said keypad may be assigned. For example, 

the symbols shown on the top side of the keys of the keypad 100, may be . 

assigned to a single pressure on the keys of the keypad. If a user, for example 

s • presses the key IO I, the symbols "DEF3 . "may be selected. In the same example, 

the symbols configured on the bottom side of the keys of the keypad 100, may be 

assigned for example, to a double tap on said keys. If a user, for examples double 

taps on the key 10 I, then the symbols " { } ' "are selected. 

Same selection may also be possible with other interactions such as those 

10 described before depending on the system implemented with the keys of the 

keypad. For example, a slight press (or a touch) on the key 101, could select the 

symbols configured on the top side of said key, and a heavier pressure on the 

same key, could select the symbols configured on the bottom side of said key, 

As described, when a user interacts with a key, a recognition system 

15 candidates the symbols on said key which are assigned to said type of interaction. 

For example, if a user touches or slightly presses the key 102, the system 

candidates the symbols, "A", "B", "C", "2", and",". To select one of said 

candidated symbols, said user may speak, for example, either said symbol or a 

position appellation of said symbol on sa!d key. For this purpose a voice/speech 

20 recognition systems is used. 

If the user does not speak, a predefined symbol among those candidated 

symbols, may be selected as default. In this example, the punctuation"," shown 

2 
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in a box 103 is selected. To select one ofthe other candidated symbols, for 

. . 

example the Jetter ''B", the user may speak said letter. 

In the same example, if the user presses heavily the key 102, then the 

symbols "[", '']", and '"'"maybe candidated. As described above, if the user does 

s not speak, a predefined symbol among those selected by said pressing action, 

may be selected as default In this example, the punctuation """ is selected. Also 

in this example, to select a desired symbol among the two other·candidated 

symbols "[", or "]", the user may use different methods such as speaking said 

desired symbol, and/or speaking its position relating to the other symbols, and/or 

10 speaking its color (if each symbol has a different c,olor), and/or any predefined 

appeIIation (e.g. a predefmed voice or sound generated by a user) assigned to 

said symbol. For example, if the user says "left", then the character"[" is 

selected. If the user says "right", then the character "]" is selected 

Of course, instead of using a voice/speech, a behavior of a user combined 

15 with a key interaction may select a symbol. For example, a user may press the 

key 102 heavily and swipe bis finger towards a desired symbol. 

The above-mentioned method of data entry may also be applied to a 

keypad having keys responding to a single type ofinteraction with said keys (e.g. 

a standard telephone keypad having puJh-buttons). _As shown in Fig. 2, a keypad 

20 200 having keys responding to a single interaction with said keys. When a user 

presses a key.all of the symbols on said key are candidated by the system. For 

example, if the user presses the key 202, then the symbols, "A", "B", "C", "2", 

", ", "[", " ", and "]" are canditated. 

3 



In this example, if the user does not speak, the system may select a 

predefined default symbol. In this example, punctuation "," 203 is selected. 

Still in the same e~arnple, to select a desired symbol among the said 

candidates, the user may eitper speak a desired symbol, or for example, speak a 

s position appellation of said symbol, on said key or relating to other symbols on 

. t 

said key, or any other appellation as described before. For example, a symbol 

among those configured on the top of.the key (e.g. "A", "B", "C", or "2"), may 

be selected by speaking it. In other hand, for example, one of the symbols 

configured on the bottom side of the key, (e.g. "[", " ",or"]") may be selected 

10 by speaking its position relative, for example, to the two other symbols on the 

bottom side of said key, by saying for example, "Je~", "middle, or "right". For 

example, to select"[" 204, the user may press the key 202 and say "left". 

As mentioned, the keys the keypad of fig.1, may respond to at I east two 

predefmed types of interactions with them. Each type of interaction with a key of 

15 said keypad may candidate a group of said characters on said key. 

As described before, during a data entiy such as writing a tex~ different 

interactions with the keys (e.g. one tap, double tap) and different user behavior 

(e.g. speaking, not speaking) combined with said key interactions, may be 

required. Although the data entry method of this invention is a quick and easy 

20 data entry, a good configuration of tl1e symbols on the keys of the keypad of this 

invention, may result a still easier and quicker data entiy system. This method 

will be described hereafter. 

4 
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According to one embodiment, as shown in fig. 3, a number of symbols 

(e.g. symbols on a comp~ter keyboard) are physically divided into at least two 

groups and arranged on a telephone keypad keys by their orde~ of priority (e.g. 

frequency of use, familiarity of the user with existing arrangement of some 

s symbols such as letters and digits on a standard telephone keypad, etc.), as 

follow: 

First group assirmed to a first type of interaction with a kevs 

IO a) A first subgroup using voice/speech 

Digits 0- 9, and letters A-Z may be placed on the keys of a keypad 

according to standard configuration and assigned to a first type of interaction 

(e.g. a first Ieve1 of pressure) with said keys. A desired symbol among them 

may be s'elected by interacting (e.g. said first type of interaction) with a 

15 corresponding key and naturally speaking said symbol. In fig. 3 said symbols 

(e.g. 301) are configured on the top side of the keys. 

Letters and digits may frequently be used during, for example, a text 

entry. They both, may naturally be spoken while, for example, tapping on 

20 corresponding keys. Therefor, for faster and easier data entry, they preferably 

may be assigned to a same type of interaction with the keys of a keypad. 

b) A second subgroup not using voice/speech 

5 
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At least part of the other symbols (e.g. punctuation; functions, etc.) which 

are frequently used during a data (e.g. text) entry may be placed on the keys 

(one symbol per key) of the keypad and be assigned to said first type of 

interaction (e.g. a single tap) with said keys. As default, a desired symbol may 

s be selected by only said interaction with corresponding key without the use of 

speecb/voice. In fi.g. 3 said symbols (e.g. 302) are configured in boxes on the 

top side of the keys. 

Of course, said symbols may also be selected by speaking them while 

IO interacting with a corresponding key, but because speaking this kind of 

symbols (e.g. punctuation, functions) is not always a natural behavior, it is 

preferable to not to speak them. 

At least a second group assigned to at least a second type of interaction with 

at least one key 

At least part of the remaining sym~ols may be assigned to at least a 

second type of interaction with said keys of said keypad. They may be divided 

into two groups as follow: 

20 c) A third subgroup not using voice/speech 

A third subgroup comprising the remaining frequently used symbols and 

the ones which are difficult and/or not natural to pronounce, may be placed on 

said keys of said keypad ( one symbol per key) and assigned to a second type 

6 



of interaction (e.g. double tap, heavier pressure level, two· keys pr~ssed 

s~ultaneousJy1 a portion ofa finger by which the key is touched, etc.) v,,:ith 

said keys. 

As default, a desired symbol may be selected by only said interaction with 

s. a corresponding key without the use of speech/voice. In fig. 3 said symbols (e.g. 

303) are configured in boxes on the bottom side of the keys. 

Of course, said symbols may also be selected by speaking them while 

interacting with a corresponding key, but because speaking this kind of symbols 

( e.g. punctuation, functions) is not always a natural behavior, it is preferable to 

10 not to speak them. 

d) At least a fourth subgroup using voice/speech 

A fourth subgroup comprising at least part ofrernaining symbols may also 

be assigned to said second type of interaction with the keys of said keypad and be 

15 combined with a user's behavior such as voice. In fig. 3 said symbols (e.g. 304) 

are configured on the bottom side of the keys. Said symbols may be selected by 

said second type of interaction with a corresponding key and use of voice/speech 

in different manners such as: 

20 - tl1e symbols being selected by nattiralJy pronouncing their appellation 

- the symbols being selected by naturally speaking their position relative 

to each other on a key or their position while using them in a text (e.g. 

"<"1 ">" in this example, said symbols do not belong to said second type 
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ofinteraction, this is only an example), by saying for example, "left, righ~ 

open, close, etc.,, 

- the symbols which are vezy rarely used (they are very few) and/or are 

difficult to pronounce (e.g. 304). For a fast.and easy data entry method, 

5 said symbols may also be selected by speaking their position on a key, or· 

relative to each other on said key. Of course they be selected by using 

other speech such a pronouncing them. 

e) Others 

10 If needed, other symbols such as ''F1-F12", etc. may be provided on the 

keys of the keypad and assigned a type of interaction. For example, they may be 

assigned to said second type of interaction (with or without using speech), or be 

assigned to another kind of interaction such as pressing two keys simultaneously, 

triple tagging on corresponding key(s), using a switch to enter to another mode, 

15 etc. 

More considerations to enhance the keypad and the use of it 

Because Digits 0- 9, and letters A-Z may be placed on the keys of a 

20 keypad according to standard configuration and be a.ssigned to a first type of 

interaction (e.g. a first level of pressure, a single tap, etc.) with said keys 

combined with speech, some keys such as 311, 312, 313, and 314, may contain at 

most one symbol ( e.g. digit 1 on the key 311, or digit O on the key 313) used in 

8 
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said conflguratlon. Thus for better use of said keys, some easy and natur~l to • 

pronounce symbols 321-324 may be added on said keys and be assigned to said 

first type of interaction. for example, a user can select the character "(" by using a 

first type of interaction with key 31 I and saying, for example, "left", or "open". 

5 To select the character")" the user may use the same first type of interaction with 

said key 311 and say for example, "right" or "close". This is a quick, and more 

importantly a natural speech for said symbols. Because the number of candidated 

symbols on said keys 311-314, assigned to said first type of interaction does not 

exceed the ones on the other keys, the voice recognition system may still have a 

1 O similar degree of accuracy as for the other keys. • 

Also, some symbols may he used in both modes (interactions with the 

keys). Said symbols may be conflgured more than once on a keypad (e.g. either 

on a single key or on different keys) and be assigned to a first and/or to a second 

type of interaction with corresponding key(s). 

15 Fig.3, illustrates a preferred embodiment of this invention for a computer 

data entry system. The keys of the keypad 300 respond to two or more different 

interaction (such.as different levels of pressures, single or double tap, etc.) on 

them. As shown, a number of symbols, such as alphanumerical characters, 

punctuations, functions, and PC command are distributed among said keys as 

20 fo11ow: 

Mode 1 
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First group- Letters A-Zand digits 0-9 are the syml:iols which are vety 

frequently used during a data entry such as writing a text. They may easily and 

most importantly, naturally, be pronounced while pressing corresponding keys. 

Tperefor they are arranged together on the same side on the keys, belonging to a 

5 same type of interaction (e.g. a first mode) such as a single tap (e.g. single press) 

on a key, and are selected by speaking them. 

Second group- Characters such as punctuations, and functions which are 

very frequently used during a data entry such as writing a text, may belong to a 

same type ofinteraction which is used for selecting said letters and digits (e.g. 

10 said first mode). This is to stay, as much as possible, with a same type of 

interaction with the keys while entering data. Bach key may only have one of said 

characters of said second group. This group of symbols may be selected by only 

pressing a corresponding key, without using voice. For better distinction, they are 

shown in boxes on the top (e.g. same side as for the letters and the digits) of th·e 

15 keys. 

Mode2 

Other symbols of said number of symbols are shown on the bottom side 

of the keys of the keypad. They are assigned to a second type of interaction (e.g. 

20 double tap) with said keys. 

Thfrd group- The default symbols (e.g. those which require an 

interaction with a key and may not require use of voice) are shown in boxes. Said 
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symbols comprise characters, punctuations, functions, etc., which are Jess 

currently used by users. 

Fourth group- Finally the symbols which are rarely used in a data entry, 

5 and are not spelled naturaliy, are in this example, located at the left side on the 

bottom side of the keys. Th·ey may be selected by corresponding interaction (e.g. 

double tapping) with corresponding key and either (e.g. almost simultaneously) 

pronouncing them, or calling them by speaking a predefined speech or voice 

assigned to said symbols (e.g. "left, right", or "blue, red" etc.). 

10 By using a keypad having keys corresponding to different type of 

interaction with them (preferably two types, to not complicate the use of the 

keys) and having some symbols which do not require speech (e.g. defaults), when 

a key of said keypad is interacted, either a desired key is directly interacted ( e.g. 

default), or the candidated symbols to be selected by a user behavior such as 

15 voice/speech are minimal. This augments the accuracy of voice recognition 

system. 

For example, when a user slightly presses a key, the system selects the 

symbols on .the top of said key among those symbols situated on said key. If the 

user simultaneously uses a voice, then the system selects those symbols requiring 

20 voice among said selected symbols. This procedure of reducing the number of 

candidates and requiring voice recognition technology to select one of them, is 

used to have a data entry with high accuracy th.rough a keypad having a limited 
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number of keys. The reducing procedure is made.by user natural behaviors, such 

as pressing a key and/or speaking. 

As shown in fig.4, the keys 411, 412, 413, and 4 I 4, have up to one 

symbol (shown on the top side of said keys) requiring voice interaction and 

S assigned to a first type of interaction with said keys. On the other hand, same 

keys on the; bottom side contain two symbols which require a second type of 

interaction with said keys and also requires voice interaction. Said two symbols 

may be used more frequently (e.g. in an arithmetic data entry or when writing a 

software, etc.) than the other symbols belonging to same category. In this case 

10 and to still minimize the user errors while interacting with keys (e.g. pressi:µg), 

said symbols may also been assigned to said first type of interaction with said 

keys. The t1;>tal oftbe candidated symbol remains low. A user may press said key 

as he desires and speak. 

Additional arrangements may be provided on above-mentioned keypad to 

fafilitate its use by a user. For example, "-"and"_,,, """ and "'", or";" and":" 

maj, be configured as default symbols on a same key 411, or on two neighboring 

keys 415,416. Also "Sp" and" "(e.g. Tab), may also be considered as default 

symbols and been configured on the same key 412, each responding to a different 

type of interaction ( e.g. pressing level) with said key. For example, by pressing 

20 once the key 412, the character ''Sp" is selected. By double tapping the same key, 

the "tab" function is selected. 

While interacting with a key (e.g. pressing a key once or double tagging 

on it), by not releasing said key, a symbol corresponding to said interaction 

12 
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(including speech'if needed) may be selected and repeated until the key is 

released. For example, by double ·tapping on the key 415 and keeping the key 

pressed after the second tap and not speaking, the default symbol (e.g. "&"). 

assigned to said interaction is selected and repeated until the user releases said 

5 key. To enter the Jetter "X" and repeating it, the user may for example, press the 

corresponding key 415 (without releasing it) and say "X11
• The letter "X" will be 

repeated until tl1e user releases said key. 

Also, for a more familiar look of the keypad, letters, digits, and characters 

such as "#" and "*'\ may be placed on said keys according to a standard 

10 telephone keypad configuration. 

Additional keys separately disposed .from the· keys of said keypad inay be 

used to contain some of said symbols or additional symbols. In ilie example of 

Fig. 6, the cursor is navigated in different directions by at least one key separately 

disposed from the keys of ilie keypad 600. A single key 601, may be assigned to 

15 all directions 602. The user may, for example, press said key and say ''up, down, 
... 

left, or right to navigate the cursor in corresponding directions. The key 601, may 

also be a multi-directional key (e.g. simila~ to iliose used in video_ games, or in 

some cellular phones to navigate in the menu). The user may press on the top, 

right, bottom, or left side of ilie key 601, to navigate the cursor accordingly. Also 

20 a plurality of additional keys may be assigned, each to for example, to at least a 

symbol such as " " . 

Said additional keys may be the existing keys on an electronic device. For 

example, in a cellular phone, in addition to the twelve keys of a standard 
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telephone keypad, additional function keys such as menu key, or on/of key etc., 

are provided. at least some of those keys may be used as additional data entry 

keys, containing a number of symbols; while the system is, for example, in a text 

entry mode. This frees some spaces on the standard telephone keypad keys. The 

5 freed spaces may permit a better accuracy of voice recognition system and/or a 

more user friendly configuration of the symbols on the keys of the keypad. 

The above-mentioned method of configuration and the examples shown 

before are only shown as examples. Of course many other configurations of the 

symbols and different assignment to different user interactions with the keys may 

JO be considered .. For example, a key may not have a default symbol or on a key, 

there may be no symbols which are assigned to a voice/speech. 

Also not all of the keys of the keypad may respond to a same kind of 

interaction. For example, a first key of a keypad may respond to two levels of 

pressure while another key of the same keypad may respond to a single or double 

15 tap on it. 

Figs. 1-7 show different configurations of the symbols on the keys of 

keypads. 

T11e above-mentioned data entry system permits a fu1J data entry such as a 

full text data entry through a computer keypad. By inputting, one by one, 

characters such as letters, punctuation marks, functions, etc, words, and sentences 

may be inputted. 
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This will have a great impact on teiecomrn'unication market permitting to 

enhance many applications and methods already in use. Some of them are listed 

hereafter. 

It is understood that any combination of the above-mentioned interactions may be 

S used for inputting a desired symbol. • 

According to one embodiment of the invention, the user uses voice/~peech 

to input a desired symbol such as a Jetter without other interaction such as 

pressing a key. The user may use the keys of the keypad (e.g. single press, double 

press, triple press, etc) to enter symbols such as punctuations without speaking 

10 them. 

It is understood that the data entry method described in this application 

may be applied to all other languages such as Chinese, Koreans, Japanese, Etc. 

Correction and Repeating of Symbols 

15 

Different methods may be used to correct an erroneously entered symbol. 

As mentioned, to enter a symbol, a user for example, may press a corresponding 

key and speak said desired symbol configured on said key. It may happen that the 

voice/speech recognition system misinterprets the user's speech and the system 

20 selects a non-desired symbol con.figured on said key. 

For example, if the user: 

15 



s 

a) recognizes an erroneously entered symbol before entering a next 

desired symbol (e.g. the cursor is positioned after said erroneous symbol, 

next to it), he the;n may proceed a correction procedure explained 

hereafter; 

b) recognizes an erroneously entered symbol after entering at least a next 

symbol, he first may navigate in the text by corresponding means such as 

the key 101 (fig.1 ), or 202 (fig.2), having navigation functions, and 

• positions the cursor after said erroneous symbol next to it. He, then, 

10 proceeds to a correction procedure explained hereafter; 

After positioning the cursor after said erroneous symbol, next to it, the • 

user may re-speak either said desired symbol or its position appeUation without 

re-pressing said corresponding key. If the system again selects the same deleted 

IS symbol, it will automatically reject said selection and selects a symbol among 

remaining symbols configured on said key, wherein either its appellation or its 

position appellation corresponds to next highest probability corresponding to said 

user's speech. If sti11 an erroneous symbol is selected by the system, the . 

procedure ofre-speaking the desired symbol by the user and the selection of the 

20 next symbol among the remaining symbols on said key with highest probability, 

may continue until said desired symbol is selected by the system. 

It is understood that in a data ent.ry system using a keypad having keys 

responding, for example, two levels of pressure, when correcting, the recognition 
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system may first pr~ceed to select a symbol among those belonging to the same 

group of symbols belonging to the pressure level applied for selecting said 

erroneous symbol. If none of those symbols is accepted by the user, then the 

system may proceed to select a symbol among the symbols belonging to the other 

5 pressure level on said key. 

Fig. 7B, shows a flowchart corresponding to an embodiment of a method 

of correction. If for any reason a user wants to correct an alre~dy entered symbol, 

he may enter this correction procedure. 

Correction procedure starts at step 3000. If the replacing symbol is not 

10 situated on the same key as the to-be-replaced symbol 3010, then the user deletes 

the to-be-replaced symbol 3020, and enters the replacing symbol by pressing a 

corresponding lcey and if needed, with added speech 3030 and ex.its 3110. 

If the replacing symbol is situated on the san1e key as the tq-be-replaced 

symbol 3040, and the repfacing symbol does not require speech 3050, then the 

15 ~ystem proceeds to steps 3020 and 3030, and acts accordingly as described 

before, and exits 3110. 

If the replacing symbol is situated on the same key as the to-be-replaced 

symbol 3040, and the replacing symbol does require speech 3060, two 

possibilities are considered: 

a) the cursor is not situated after the to-be-replaced symbol 3070. In this 

case the user positions the cursor after the to-be-replaced symbol, next 

to it 3080, and proceeds to next step 3090; 

17 



b) the cursor is situated after the to-be-replaced symbol 3070 (e.g. the 

user recognizes an erroneously entered symbol, immediately). 1n this 

case the user proceeds to next step 3090; 

s At the step 3090, the user speaks the desired symbol without pressing a 

key. By not pressing a key and only speaking, the system understands that a 

symbol belonging to a key which is situated before the cursor must be replaced 

by another symbol belonging to the same key. The system then, will select a 

symbol among the rest of the symbols ( e.g. excluding the symbols already 

JO selected) on said key with highest probability corresponding to said speech 3100. 

If the new selected symbol is yet a non-desired 

symbol 3110, the system ( and the user) re-enters at the step 3090. If the selected 

symbol is the desired one the system exits the correction procedure 3120. 

Of course, instead of the above-mentioned method, a conventional 

15 m.ethod of correcting :a symbol may also be provided .. for example, to correct an 

already entered symbol, the user may simply, first delete saiq symbol and then re­

enter a new symbol by pressing a corresponding key and if needed, with added 

speech. 

The text entry system, may also be applied to a word level (e.g. the user 

20 speaks a word and types it by using a keypad). A same text entry procedure may 

combine word level entry (e.g. for words contained in a data base) and character 

level entry. Therefore the correction procedure described above, may also be 

applied for a word JeveJ data. entry. 
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For example, to enter a word a user may speak said word and press the 

corresponding keys. If for any reason such as disambiguity between two words 

having closed pronunciation and simiiar key presses, the recognition system 

selects a non-desired word, then the user_ may re-speak said desfreq word without 

s re-pressing said corresponding keys. The system then, will select a word among 

the rest ofcandidates words corresponding to said key presses (e.g. excluding the 

words already selected) with highest probability corresponding to said speech. If 

the new selected word is yet not the desired one, the user may re-speak said _word. 

this procedure may be repeated until either said desired word is selected by the 

JO system or there is no other candidate word. in this case, the user can enter.said 

. desired word by character by character entry system such as the one explained 

before. 

It is understood that in word Ievel, when correcting, the cursor should be 

positioned after said to-be-replaced word. For this pwpOS!:' and for avoiding the 

15 ambiguity with character correction mode, when modifying a whole word (word 

correcting level), the user may position the cursor after said to-be-replaced word 

wherein at least one space character separates said word and said cursor. This is 

because for example, if a user wants to correct the last character of an already 

entered word, he should locate the cursor immediately after said character. By 

20 positioning the cursor after at least one space after the word (or at the beginning 

of the next line, if said word is the last word of the previous Iine), and speaking 

without pressing keys, the system recognizes that the user may desire to correct 

the last word before the cursor. For better result, it is understood that if the to-be-
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replaced word contains a punctuation mark ( e.g. 11
," "?" "," etc.), the cursor may 

be replaced after an space after the punctuation mark. This is because in some 

cases the user may desire to modify an erroneous punctuation mark which must 

be situated at the end of a word. For this purpose the user may position the cursor 

S next to said punctuation mark. 

To avoid accidental corrections (e.g. the cursor is positioned somewhere 

in the text and someone speaks without intending a data entry), different methods 

may be applied. For example, a pause or non-text key may be used while a user 

desires for example, to rest during a text entry. Another solution is that after_ the 

10 cur~or is positioned in a location in a tex~ after a laps of time (for example two 

seconds) no correction of the last word or character before the cursor is accepted 

by the system. If a user desires to correct sajd word or said character be may, for 

example, navigate said cursor (at least one move to any direction) and bring it 

back to said desired position. After the cursor is repositioned in the desired 

15 location, the time wilJ be counted from the starj; and the user should start 

correcting said word or said character before said Ja1:1s of time is expired. 

Repeating a symbol 

To repeat a desired symbol, the user, first presses the corresponding key 

and ifrequired either speaks said symbol, or he speaks the position appellation of 

said symbol on its corresponding key or according to other symbols on said key. 

The system then selects the desired symbol. The user continues to press said key 

20 



with out inte(!11ption. After a predefined laps of time, the system recognizes that 

the user indents to repeat said symbol. The system repeats said symbol until the 

user stops pressing said key. 

It should be noted that the above described method of correction and 

S repeating of key symbol can be used in conjunction with any method of entzy 

including but not limited to single/double tap, pressure sensitive keys, keys 

pressed simultaneously, keys pressed on only a potion thereof etc. 

Telephone directory 

To make a phone call, instead of dialing a number, a user may enter a to­

be-called destination by any information such as name (e.g. person, company, 

• etc.) and if necessary enter more information such as the said to-be-calied party 

address, etc. A central directory, may automaticaliy direct said call to said 

IS destination. If there are more than one telephone lines assigned to a said 

destination (e.g. party), or there are more than one choice for said desired 

information entered by the user, a corresponding selection list (e.g. telephone 

numbers, or any other predefined assignments assigned to said telephone lines) 

may be transmitted to the caIIer's phone and displayed for example, on the 

20 display unit of his phone. Then the user may select a desired choice and make the 

phone call. 

The above-mentioned method of calling (e.g. dialing), may permit to 

eliminate the need of calling a party (e.g., a person) by his/her telephone number. 
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Therefo~ may eliminate (or at list reduces) the need ofremembering phone 

numbers, carrying telephone books, or using an operator's aid. 

Interactive directories using voice/speech 

Voice directories are more and more used by companies, institutions, etc. 

This method of interaction with another party is a very time consuming and 

frustrating procedure for the users. Many people, by hearing a voice directory on 

the other side of the phone, disconnect the communication. Even when a person 

1 O tries to interact with said system, it frequently happens that after spending plenty 

of time, the caller does not succeed to access a desired service or person. The 

main reason for this ambiguity is that when listening to a voice directory 

indication, many times a user must wait until all the options are announced. He 

(the user), many times does not remember all choices which were announced. He 

15 must re-listen to those choices. 

Also many times the voice directory demands a data to be entered by a 

user. This data entry is limited in variation because of either the limited number 

of keys of a telephone keypad or the complexity of entering symbols through it 

The above-mentioned data entry method permits a fast visual interaction 

20 with a directory. The called party ma.y transmit a visual interactive directory to 

the caller and the caller may see all choices almost instantly, and respond or ask 

questions using his telephone keypad (comprising the above-mentioned data 

entry system) easily and quickly. 

22 



10 

Voice mails 
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Voice mails may also be replaced by text mails. This method is already in 

5 use. The advantage of the method of data entzy described above is evident when a 

user has fo answer or to write a massage to another party. The data entzy method 

of the invention is also dramaticaIIy enhances the use of massaging systems 

through mobile electronic devices such as ceilular phones. One of the most 

known use is in the SMS. 

The number of electronic devices using a telephone-type keypad is 

immense. The data entry method of this invention permits a dramatically 

enhanced data entry through the keypads.of said devices. Of course this method 

is not limited to a telephone-type keypad. It may be used for any keypad wherein 

at least a key ~f said keypad contains more than one symbol. 

Multi-sectioned keypad 

The size of a keypad using the above-mentioned data entry method, may 

still be minimized by using a keypad having multiple sections. Said keypad may 

20 be minimal in size (e.g. as large as the largest section, for example as large as of 

the size of an adult user's fingertip or the size of a small keypad key) in a closed 

position, and maximized as desired when the keypad is in open position 

(depending on the number of sections used and/or opened). 
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Theoretically, in closed position, the keypad may even have the size of a 

key of said keypad. 

Fig 8 shows one embodiment of said ~eypad 800 containing at least three 

sections 801, wherein each of said sections contains one column of the keys of a 

5 • telephone keypad. When said keypad is in open position, a telephone-type keypad 

800 is provided. In closed position 802 said keypad may have the width of one of 

said sections. 

Another embodiment of said keypad is shown in fig. 9. Said keypad 900 

contains at least two sections 901-902 wherein a first section 901 contains two 

10 columns 911-912 of the keys of a telephone-type keypad, and a second section 

902 of said keypad contains at least the third column 913 of said telephone-type 

keypad. When said keypad is in open position, a t~Iephone-type keypad is 

provided Said keypad, may also have an additiona_I column 914 of keys arranged 

on said second section. In closed position 920 said keypad may have the width of 

15 one of said sections. 

As shown in fig. 10, another embodiment of said keypad 1000 contains at 

least four sections 1001-1004 wherein each of said sections contains one row of 

the keys of a telephone keypad. When said keypad is in open position, a 

telephone-type keypad is provided. In closed position 1005 the length of said 

20 keypad may the size of the width of one row of the keys of said keypad. 

Fig. 11 shows another embodiment of said keypad 1100 containing at 

least two sections 1101-1102 wherein a first section contains two rows of the 

keys of a telephone-type keypad, and a second section of said keypad contains 
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the other two rows of said telephone-type keypad. When said keypad is in open 

position, a telephone-type keypad is provided. In closed position 1103, the length 

of the keypad may be as the size of the. width of one row of the keys of said 

keypad. 

The above-mentioned multi-sectioned keypad bas already been described 

in patent applications already tiled by the inventor. 

By using the above-mentioned dat~ entzy method through a multi­

sectioned keypad as described, a miniaturized easy to use full data entry keypad 

may be provided. Such keypad may be used in many device, specially those 

IO having a limited size. 

• Of course, the above-mentioned symbol configuration may be used on 

~aid multi-sectioned keypad. 

Fig. 12 shows another embodiment of a multi-sectioned keypad 1200. The 

distance between the sections having keys 1201 may be increased by any means. 

15 For example, empty (e.g. not containing keys) sections 1202, may be provided 

between the sections containing keys. This will permit more enlarged the distance 

between the sections when said keypad is in open position. In other hand, it also 

permits to hav~ a stiII thinner keypad in closed position 1203. 

20 A data entry device having integrated keypad and mouse or point and click 
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To enhance the data entry method through a keypad in general and 

through the keypad of this invention in particular, a point and click system, 

hereinafter a mouse, can be integrated in the back side of an electronic device 

having a keypad for data entry in its front side. 

S Fig. 13, shows an electronic devic~ such a cellular phone 1300 wherein a 

user holds in palm of his hand 1301. Said user may use only one hand to hold 

said device 1300 in his hand ?J!d in the sanie time manipulate its keypad 1303 

located in front, and a mouse or point and click device (not shown) located on the 

backside of said device. The thumb 1302 of said user may use the keypad 1303, 

10 while his index finger 1304 may manipulate said mouse (in the back). Three 

other fingers 1305 may help holding the device in the user's hand. 

The mouse or point and click device integrated in the back of said device 

may have similar functionality to that of a computer mouse. Also several keys 

(e.g. two keys) of either the telephone-type keypad or among the additional keys 

15 of said device may he assigned to the mous~ click functions. for example, keys 

1308 and 1318 may function with the integrated mouse of said device 1300 and 

have the similar functionality of the keys of a computer mouse. Said keys may 

have the same functionality as the keys of a computer mouse. For example, by 

manipulating the mouse, the user may navigate a NomrnJ Select (pointer) 

20 indicator 1306 on the screen 1307 of said device and position it on a desired 

menu 1311. As for a computer mouse, said user then, for example, may tap 

( click) or double tap ( double click) on a predefined key 1308 of said keypad 
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(which is assigned to the mouse) to for example, select or open said desired menu 

131 lwhich is pointed by said Normal Select (po~ter) indicator 1306. 

Because the display of mobile devices such as cellular phones has a small 

size, a rotating button 1310 may be provided in saiq device to pennit to a user to, 

S for example rotate the menu lists. For example, after a desired menu 1311 

appears on the screen 1307, a user may use the mouse to bring the Normal Select 

(pointer) indicator on said desired menu and select it by using a predefined key 

such as one of the keys 1313 of the telephone-type keypad 1303 or one of the 

additional keys 1308 on said device, etc. 

1 O As for a computer, then the user may press said key to open the related 

menu bar 1312. To select a .function 1313 of said menu bar 1312, the user may 

maintain said key pressed and after bringing the Normal Select (pointer) indicator 

1306 on said function, by releasing said key, said .function may be selected. 

Other functionalities similar to those of a computer may be provided by 

15 using said keypad and said mouse. 

Also, instead of using said keys assigned to a mouse, a user may use a 

predefined voice/speech or other predefmed behavior(s) to replace the functions 

of said ·keys. For example, after positioning the Normal Select (pointer) indicator 

1306 on an icon, instead of pressing a key, the user may say "select" or "open" to 

20 select or open the application represented by said icon. 

Fig. 14, shows an electronic device such as a mobile phone 1400. A 

plurality of different icons 1411-1414 representing different applications, are 

displayed on the screen 1402 of said device. To select and/or open one of the 
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aRplications1 as for computers, by using a mouse, a user may bring the a Normal 

Select (pointer) indicator 14031 on a desired icon 1411. Then said user may select 

said icon by for example pressing once, a predefined key 1404 of said keypad To 

open the application represented by said icon, the user, for ex.ample, ~ay double 

S tap on a predefined key 1404 of said keypad 

The mouse integrated in the backside of an electronic device may be of 

any type. For example, Fig.15 shows the backside ofan electronic device 1500 

such as the ones shown in figs. 13-14. The mouse 1501, is similar to a 

conventional computer m_ouse. It may be manipulated, as described, with a user's 

· 10 • fmger. It may also be manipulated like a conventional computer mouse, by laying 

the device on a surface such as a desk and swiping said mouse on said surface. 

Fig. 16, shows another conventional type of mouse (a sensitive pad) 

integrated on the backside of an electronic device 1500 such as the ones shown in 

figs. 13-14. The mouse 1601, is similar to a conventional computer mouse. It may 

15 be manipulated, as described, with a user's fmger. in this example, pre~erably as 

described before, while holding the device in the palm of his hand, the user uses 

his index finger 1602 to use ( e.g. to manipulate) said mouse. Accordingly to this 

position, the user uses his thumb (not shown) to manipulate the keys of a keypad 

(not shown) which is located in the front side (e.g. other side) of said device. 

Mobile devices should preferably, be manipulated by only one hand. This 

is because while the users are in motion (e.g. being in a bus or in a train) the users 

may use the other hand for other purposes such as holding a bar while standing in 

a train or using one hand to hold a newspaper or a briefcase). 
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By implementing the mouse in the back of a device such as a mobile 

. phone, the user may manipulate said device and to enter data with one hand. He 

can use simultaneously, both, the keypad and the mouse of said device. 

Of course, if he desires, said user can use his both hands to manipulate 

5 said device and its mouse. 

Another method of using said device is to dispose it on a surface such as 

on a desk and slide said device on said surface in a same manner as a regular 

computer mouse and enter the data using said keypad. 

It is understood that the any type of mouse including the ones described 

1 O before, may be integrated in any part of a mobile device. For example, a mouse 

may be located iz:i the front side of said device. Also said mouse may be located 

on a side of said device and being manipulated simultaneously with the keypad 

by fingers explained before. 

It should be noted that a mouse has been used through out this discussion, 

15 however any point and click data entry device such as stylus computer integrated 

in an electronic device and combined with a telephone-type keypad is within the 

contemplation of the present invention. 

External integrated data entry unit 

Also, an external integrated data entry unit comprising a keypad and 

mouse may be provided and used in electronic devices requiring data entry 

means such as keyboard (or keypad) and/or mouse. There may be provided an 
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integrated data entry unit having the keys of a keypad (e.g. a telephone-type 

keypad) in .front of said unit and a mouse being integrated within the back of said 

unit. Said data entry unit may be connected to a desired device such as a 

computer, a PDA, a camera, a TV, a fax machine, etc. 

• 5 Figs. 19 shows a computer 1900 comprising a keyboard 1901, a mouse 

1902, a monitor 1903 and other computer accessories (not shown). In some 

circumstances (e.g. when a user does not desire to sit down on a desk chair in 

.front of a monitor and he prefers, for exan1ple1 to lie down on his bed while 

interacting with said computer) instead of a large keyboard and/or corresponding 

l O mouse a user may utilize a small external integrated data entry unit. There may 

be provided an external data entry unit 1904 c01~taining features such as keypad 

keys 1911 positioned on the front side of said data entry unit, a microphone 

which may be an extenclable microphone 1906, a mouse (not shown) integrated 

within the back side of said data entry unit (described before). Said data entry 

15 unit may be (wireiessJy or by wires) connected to said electronic devic~ (e.g. said 

computer 1900). An integrated data entry system such as the one described before 

(e.g. using voice recognition systems combined with interaction of keys by a 

user) may be integrated either within the said electronic device (e.g. said 

computer 1900) or within said data entry unit 1904. Also a microphone may be 

20 integrated within said electronic device (e.g. computer). Said integrated data 

entry system may use one or both microphones located on said data entry unit or 

within said electronic device.(e.g. computer). 
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For a better view of while interacting, specially when interacting from far 

with an electronic device such as said computer 1900, a display unit 1905 may be 

integrated within said a entry unit such as said integrated data entry unit 1904 of 

this invention. When interacting from far with a monitor 1903 of said electronic 

5 device l 900, a user may have a general view of the display l 9 IO of said monitor 

1903. A closed area 1908 around the arrow 1909 or another area selected by 

• using the mouse on the display 1910 of said monitor 1903 may simultaneously be 

shown on said display 1905 of said data entry unit 1904. Th~ size of said area 

1908 may be defined by manufacturer or by the user. Preferably the size of said 

10 area 1908 inay be closed to the size of the display 1905 of said data entry ~it 

1904. This may permit a closed and/or if desired a real size view of tl1e 

interacting area 1908 to the user (e.g. by seeing said area on the data entry screen 

1905). While having a general view of the display 1910 of the monitor 1903, a 

user may have a particular ciosed view of the interacting area 1908 which is 

15 simultaneously shown on tpe display 1905 of said data entry unit 1904. For 

example a user may use the keypad mouse (not shown, in .the back of the keypad) 

to navigate the arrow 1909 on the computer display 1910. Simultaneously said 

arrow 1909 and the area 1908 around said arrow 1909 on said computer display 

1910 may be shown on the keypad display 1905. 

20 For an interaction such as opening a file, a user may for example, navigate 

an arrow 1909 on the screen 1910 of said computer an position it on a desireo file 

1907. Said.navigated areas 1908 and said file 1907 may be seen on said data 

ent1y screen 1905. By having the display 1905 of said data entry unit 1904 closed 
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to his eyes, a user can clearly see his interactions on the display 1905. of said data 

entry unit 1904 while having a general view on a large display 1910 of said 

electronic device 1900 (e.g. computer). 

It is understood that said interaction area I 908 may be defined and vary 

5 according to different needs or definitions. For example, said interacting area 

may be the area around an arrow 1909 wherein said arrow is in the center of said 

area or said area is the area at the right, left, top, bottom , etc. of said arrow or any 

area on the screen of said monitor, regardless of the location of said arrow on tl1e 

display of said monitor). 

10 Fig. 20 shows a data entry unit 2000 such as tlle one described before 

being connected to a computer 2001. During a data entry such as a text entry, the 

area 2002 around the interacting point 2003 (e.g. cursor) is simultaneously shown 

on the keypad display 2004. 

Figs. 21 a-21 b show an example of different electronic devices which may 

15 use the above described data entry unit. Fig. 21 a shows a computer 2100 and fig. 

21 b shows a TV 2101. The data entry unit 2102 of said TV 2101 may also 

operate as a remote control of said TV 2101. For example, by using the mouse 

(not shown) situated in the back side of said data entry unit 2102, a user may 

. . 

locate a selecting arrow 2103 on the icon 2104 representing a movie or a channel 

20 and opening it by double tapping (double clicking) on a key 2105 of said data 

entry unit. Of course said data entry unit 2102 of said TV may also be used for 

data entry such as internet through TVs or sending massages through TVs, cable 
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TVs, etc. In this case the integrated d~ta entry system of this invention may be 

integrated within for example, the TV's modern 2106. 

Extendable Microphone 

An extendable and /or rot.at.able microphone may be integrated in 

electronic devices such as cellular phones. Said microphone may be a rigid 

microphone being extended towards a user's mouth. 

With 'the advancement of the technology, new input systems and devices 

IO are coming to the market to permit easy interacting with instruments. Many of 

those input systems use voice/speech recognition system wherein a user speaks 

the data or commands to be input Because it is a natural way to input data, voice 

recognition system is becoming very popular. Computers, telephones, toys, and 

many other instruments are equipped with this different kinds of data entry 

15 system using voice recognition systems. 

Although this is a good method of input, it has an important shortcoming. 

It is not a discrete method of input. A user, usuaJJy, does not want others to hear 

what he speaks, and in the other handpeople do not like other people's loud 

speaking. 

To overcome (or at least reduce) significantly this problem, the user must 

speak quietly. To not cause misinterpretation of u~er's voice/speech by a voice 

recognition system, the microphone must be closed to user's mouth. 
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It .is the subject of this invention to provi~e instruments using a user's 

voice as data, with a microphone extending from said instruments towards the 

user's mouth. 

There are many advantages using such a microphone. One advantage of 

5 .such a microphone is that by extending.said microphone towards said user's 

mouth and speaking closed into it the voice/speech recognition system may better 

distinguish and recognize said voice/speech. Another advantage is that by 

positioning said microphone close to user's mouth (e.g. next to the mouth), a user 

may speak silently (e.g. whisper) into it This permits an almost silent and a 

10 discrete data entry. Still, another advantage of said microphone is that because of 

being integrated in corresponding electronic device, in order to keep said 

microphone in a desired position (e.g. close to a user's mouth), a user may not 

bave to hold said microphorie by his hand(s). Also, said user does not have to 

carry said microphone separately from said electronic device. 

IS By combining the features such as the enhanced keypad of the invention, 

the mouse, the extendabJe microphone and the data entry method in a manner 

such as the manners explained before, either. in an electronic device or as an 

external unit to be connected to an electronic device, a completely enhanced data 

entry system may be provided. A user, may for example, by only using one hand, 

20 hold an electronic device such as a data entry device (e.g. mobile phone, PDA; 

et.), use all of the features such as the enhanced keypad, integrated mouse, and 

the extendable microphone, etc., and in the same time by using his natural 
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babitudes (e.g. pressing keys of the keypad and in needed, speaking) provide a 

quick, easy, and specially na~al data entry. 

One of the most important applications of the extendabie microphone is 

when the data entry systems of mobile communication devices combine use of 

5 keypad and voice/speech recognition system. In this method a user interacts with 

a key (for example by pushing it), and in the same time he may speak for 

example, a symbol on said key. In order to press a key containing a desired 

symbol, the user may need to see the keypad. He also may need to see the data on 

a display of the device. In the other hand, the user may prefer to speak said 

10 symbols quietly. The extendable microphone permits to position the mobile 

phone far from eyes, enough to see that keypad, and in the same time to have the 

microphone closed to the mouth, permitting to speak quietly. 

As they many people are used to, they may bold their mobile phone in one 

hand, while pressing the keys of the keypad with a thumb of the same hand. The 

15 second hand may be used to either hold said band around the microphone to 

reduce the outside noise, or to keep the microphone in an optimal relationship 

with the mouth. 

If the microphone of an instrument is wireless, or the member connecting 

it with the instrument is made from non-rigid materials, the user may bold the 

20 microphone in a manner to position it at the palm side of his hand, between two 

fingers. Then by positioning the palm o said hand around the mouth he can 

significantly reduce the outside noise while speaking. 
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It is understood that the user interface containing the data entry unit and 

the display, of an electronic device using a user's voice to input data, may be of 

any kind. For example, instead of a keypad it may contain a touch sensitive pad, • 

or it may b_e ~quipped only with a voice recognition system without the need of a 

s keypad. 

Fig. 18, shows according to one embodiment of the invention, an 

electronic device 1800 such as a ceIIuiar phone or a PDA. As shown, the keypad 

1801 is located in the front side of said device 1800. A mouse (not shown) is 

located in the backside ·of said device 1800, An extendable microphone 1802 is 

10 . also integrated within said device. Said microphone may be extended and 

positioned in a desired position (e.g. next to the user's mouth) by a user. Said 

device may also contain a data entry method as described before. By using on1y 

. one hand, a user may proceed to a quick and easy data entry with a very high 

accuracy. Positioning said microphone next to user's mouth, permits a better 

15 recognition of the voice/speech of the user by the system. Said user, may also 

speak silently (e.g. whisper) into said microphone. This permits an almost silent 

data entry. 

In alternative embodiments of the present invention Figs.18b to 18c, show 

a mobile phone 1800 having a keypad 1801 and a display unit. The mobile phone 

20 is equipped with a pivoting section 1803 with a microphone 1802 instaIIed at its 

end. By extending the microphone towards his mouth, the user may speak quietly 

into the phone and in the same time being capable to see the display and keypad 
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1801 of his phone and eventually use them simultaneously while speaking to 

microphone 1802. 

Fig. l 8d, shows a rotating extendabJe microphone 1810 to permit a user to 

position the instrument at a convenient relationship to him, and in the same time 

S by rotating and extending the microphone accordingly, to bring microphone 1810 

close to his mouth or to a desired location. It must be noted that the member 

connecting the microphone to the instrument may have at least two sections, 

being extended/retracted according to each other and to the instrument. They may 

have folding, sliding, telescopically and other movement for extending or 

1 O retracting.-

Figs. 1 Be and 18[, shows an integrated rotating microphone 1820 being 

telescopically extendabie. In this embodirnen~ the extendable section comprising 

microphone 1820 may be located in the instrument When desired, a user may 

pull this section out and extend it towards his mouth. Microphone 1820 may also 

1S be used, when it not pulled out. 

According to another embodiment of the invention as shown in Figs. 18g 

and 18h, the extending member 1830 containing a microphone 1831, may be a 

section of a multi-sectioned device. This section may be used as the cover of said 

device. The section comprising the microphone 1831 may itself been multi-

20 sectioned to be extendable and/or adjustable as desired. 

Accprding to embodiment shown in Fig. I 8i, an extendable microphone 

1840 as described before, may be instalied in a computer or similar devices. 
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Also, according to another embodiment of the invention, a microphone of 

an instrument may be attached to a user's ring, or itself being shaped like a ring, 

and be worn by said user. This microphone may be connected to said instrumen~ 

either wireJessly or by wire. When in use, the user approaches his hand to his 

S mouth and speaks. 

It is understood that instruments shown in the drawings are shown as 

example. The extendable microphone may be instaJied in any instrument. It may 

also be installed at any location on extending section. 

In communication devices, the extending section comprising the 

10 microphone may be used as the antenna of said instruments. In this case the 

antennas may be manufactured as sections described, and contain integrated 

microphones. 

It must be noted that in addition to at least an extendable microphone, an 

instrument may comprise at-least one additional regular microphone,'wherein 

15 said microphones may be used separately or simultaneously with said extendable 

microphone. 

It must be noted that the extendable member comprising the microphone 

may be manufactured with rigid materials to.permit positioning the microphone 

in a desired position without the need of keeping it by hand. 

20 For better manipulation, the section comprising the microphone may also be 

manufactured by semi rigid or soft materials. 

It must be noted that any extending/retracting methods such as 

unfolding/folding methods may be used. 
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• As descnoed before, the integrated keypad and/or the mouse and/or the 

extendabJe microphone of this invention may also be integrated within a variety 

of electronic devices such as a PDA, a remote control of a TV, and a large variety 

of other electronic devices. For example, by using said integrated keypad and 

S mouse within remote control of a TV, a user may point on an icon, shown on the 

TV screen relating to a movie and select said movie by using a predefined key of 

said remote control. 

Also, as described,_ said integrated keypad and/or mouse and/or 

extendable microphone may be manufactured as a separated device and to be 

10 connected to said electronic devices. 

Of course said keypad, alone or integrated with said mouse and/ or said 

extendable microphone, may be combined with a data and text entry method such 

as the data entry method of this invention.· 

Fig. 17 shows some of the electronic devices which may use the enhanced 

15 keypad, the enhanced mouse, the extendabJe microphone, and the data entry 

method of this invention. 

An electronic device may contain at least one or more of the features of 

this invention. It may, for example, contain all of the features of the invention as· 

described. 

Data entry through a land line phone 
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The data entry method described before, may· also be used in land-lined 

phones and their corresponding networks. As known, each key of a telephone 

keypad generates a predefined tone which is transmitted through the land line 

networks. There are twelve predefined tones assigned to twelve keys of telephone 

5 keypads. By using, a land line telephone and its keypad, for the pwpose of a data 

entry such as entering text, there may be the need of additional tones to be 

generated. To each symbol, there may be assigned a different tone so that the 

network will recognize a symbol according to the generated tone assigned to said 

symbol. 

A wrist-worn multi-sectioned data entry unit 

Fig. 22a shows as example, different embodiments of a data entry units 

2201-2203 of this invention as described before. To reduce the size of said data 

15 entry unit a multi-sectioned data entry unit 2202-2203 which may have a multi-

sectioned keypad 2212-2222 as described before, may be provided. said_ multi­

sectioned data entry unit may have some or all of the features of this inventions. 

It may also have an integrated data entry system described in this application. As 

example, the data entry unit 2202 comprises a display 2213 an antenna 2214 

20 (may be extendable), a microphone 2215 (may be extendable), a mouse 

integrated in the beck of said data entry unit (not shown). 

An embodiment of a data entry unit of this invention may be carried on a 

wrist. It may be integrated within a wrist worn device such as a watch or within a 
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bracelet such as a wristwatch band. Said data entry unit may have some ·or aHof 

the features of the integrated data entry unit of this invention. This will permit to 

have a small data entry unit attached to a user's wrist. Said wrist-worn data entry 

unit may be used as a data entry unit of any _electronic device. By connecting his 

S wrist-worn data entry unit to a desired electronic device, a user for example, may 

open his apartment door, interact with a TV, interact with a computer, dial a 

telephone number, etc .. A same data entry unit may be used for operating 

different electronic devices. For this purpose, an access code may be assigned to 

each electronic device. By entering (for example, through said data entry unit) the 

1 O access code of /i1 desired electronic device a connection between said data entry 

unit and said electronic device may be established. 

Fig. 22b shows an example of a wrist-worn data entry unit 2290 (e.g. 

multi-sectioned data entry unit having a multi-sectioned keypad 2291) of this 

invention (in open position) connected (wireiessly or through wires 2292) to a 

15 hand-held device such as a PDA 2293. Said multi-sectioned data entry unit 2290 

may also comprise additional features such as some or all of the features 

described in this application In this example, there are provided a display unit 

2294 an antenna 2295, a microphone 2296 and a mouse 2297. 

It is understood that said multi-sectioned keypad may be detached .from 

20 the wrist worn device/bracelet 2298. For this purpose different 

detachment/attachment known to people skill in the art may be provided. For 

example, as shown in fig. 23a, a housing 2301 for containing said data entry 

device may be provided within a bracelet 2202. Fig. 23b shows said housing 
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2303 in open position. A detachable data entry unit 2304 may be provided within 

said housing 2301. Fig 23c shows said housing in open position 2305 and in close 

position 2306. In open position (e.g. when using said data entry unit), part of the 

elements 2311 (e.g. part of the keys and/or display, etc) of said data entry unit 

5 may lye down within the cover 2312 of said housing. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a device such as a 

w~istwatch 2307 may be provided in the opposite side on the wrist within the 

. same bracelet. For example, there may be provided a wristwatch band having a 

housing to contain a data entry unit. Said wristwatch band may be attached to any 

10 wrist device such as a wristwatch, a wrist camera, etc. The housing of the data 

entry device may be located on one side 2308 of a wearer's wrist and the housing 

of said other wrist device may be located on the opposite side 2309 of said 

wearer's wrist. To attach said wristband to a device such as a wristwatch the 

traditional wristwatch band attachment means 2310 ( e.g. bars) may be provided. 

15 The above mentioned wristband housing may also be used to contain any 

other wrist device. for example, instead of containing a data entry unit, said wrist 

housing may be adapted to contain a variety of electronic devices such as a 

wristphone. 

There may be a lot of advantages when using a wrist-worn data entry unit 

20 of this invention. for example, a user may cany an electronic device in for 

example, his pocket, and baving a display unit (may be flexible) of said electronic 

device in his hand. The interaction with said electronic device may be provided 

through said wris(-worn data entry unit. In another example, the wrist-worn data 
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entry unit of this invention J?lay be used to ·operate an electronic news display (a 

PCT application regarding an electronic news display bas been filed on October 

27 th
, 2000 by the inventor), 

5 Extendable Display Unit 

According to one embodiment of the invention an extendable display unit 

may be provided within an. electronic device such as data entry unit of the 

invention or within a mobile phone. Fig. 24a shows an extendable display unit 

JO 2400 in closed position. This display unit may be made of rigid and/or semi rigid 

materials and may be folded or unfolded for example by corresponding hinges 

240_1, or being telescopically extended or retracted, or having means to pennit it 

being expanded and being retracted by any method. 

Fig 24b shows a mobile computing device 2402 such as a mobile phone 

15 having said extendabie display 2400 of this invention, in open position, _When 

open, said extended display unit may have the width of an A4 standard paper 

permitting the user to see and work on a real width size of a document while, for 

example, said user in writing a letter with a word processing program or 

browsing a web page. 

20 The display unit of the invention may also be made from flexible 

materials. Fig 25a shows a flexible display unit 2500 in closed position. 

It is understood that the display unit of the invention may also display the 

information on at least pa1i ofit's other (e.g. exterior} side 2505. This is 
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important because in some situations a user may desire to use the display unit 

without expanding it. 

Fig. 25b shows an electronic device 2501 having a flexible display unit 

2500 of the invention, in open position. 

5 By having an_ electronic device such as the data entry unit of the 

invention, a mobile phone, a PDA, etc., having at least.one of the enhanced 

features of the invention such as an extendabJe/non extendabJe display unit 

comprising a telecommunication means as described before, a mouse of the 

invention, an extendabJe microphone, an extendable camera, a data entry system 

JO of the invention, a voice recognition system, or_any other feature described in f;his 

application, a complete data entry/computing device, which may be held and 

-manipulated by one user's hand, may be provided. This is very important because 

as is well Jmown that in mobile environment computingl_data entry at least one of 

. the user's hand must be free. 

Extendable Camera 

As described for extendable microphone, an electronic device may also be 

equipped with an extendable camera. For example, for the data entry system of 

20 the invention combining keys presses and lip reading (instead or in addition to 

vo"ice!speecb of the user) an extendable camera may be provided in 

corresponding electronic device or data entry unit.. 
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Fig.26 shows a mobile computing device 2600 equipped with a pivoting 

section 2601~ Said pivoting section may have a camera 2602 and/or a microphone 

2603 installed at, for example, its end. By extending the camera towards bis 

mouth, the user may speak to the camera and the camera may transmit images of 

5 the user's lips for example, during data entry of the invention using combination 

of key presses and lips. The user, in the srupe time may be capable to see the 

display and the keypad of his phone and eventually use them simultaneously 

while speaking to the camera Of course the microphone installed on the 

extendabJe section may transmit the user's voice to the voice recognition system 

10 of the data entry system. 

The extendable section 2601 may contain an antenna, or itself being the 

antenna of the electronic device. 

Also, the extendable microphone and/or camera of the invention may be 

detachabJy attached to an electronic device such as a mobile telephone or a PDA. 

15 This is because in many ·situations manufacturers of electronic devices ( such as 

mobile phones) do not desire to modify their hardware for new applications. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, the external pivoting 

section comprising the microphone and/or a camera may be a separate unit being 

detachably attached to the corresponding electronic device. Fig. 27 shows a 

20 detachable unit 2701 and an electronic instrument 2700, such as a mobile phone, 

being in detached position. The detachable unit 2701 may comprise any one of a 

number of component, including but not limited to, a microphone 2702, a camera 

2703, a speaker 2704, an optical reader (not shown) or other components 
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necessary to be dosed to the user for better interaction with ·the electronic 

instrument. The unit may also compri~e at least one antenna or itself being an 

antenna. The unit may· also comprise attachment and/or connecting means 2705, 

to attach unit 2701 to electronic device 2700 and to connect the components 

5 available on the unit 2701 to electronic instrument 2700. For attaching and 

connecting purposes, attachment and connecting means 2 705 may be adapted to 

use t11e ports 2706 available within an electronic device such as a mobile phone 

2700 or a computer, the ports being provided for connection of perip11eraJ 

components such as a microphone, a speaker, a camera, an antenna, etc. It is 

1 O understood th~t ports 2 706 may be the standard ports such as a microphone jack 

or USB port, or any other similar connection means available in electronic 

instruments. In th.is case, the attachment/connecting means may, for example, be 

standard connecting means which plug into corresponding port(s) available 

within the electronic instrument. 

It is understood that the attachment and/or connecting means of the 

external unit may be provided to have either mechanical attaching functionality 

or electrical/electronic connecting functionality or both. As shown in Fig. 27a, for 

example, the external unit 2701 may comprise a pin 2705 fixedly positioned on 

the external unit for mechanically attaching ilie external unit to the electronic 

20 instrument. The pin may also e1ectrica1ly/e1ectronica1Jy connect for example, the 

microphone component 2702 available witllin the unit 2701 to the electronic 

instrument shown before. In addition to the piJ:t, the external unit may contain 

another connector 2 707 such as a USB connector, connected by wire 2708 to for 
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example, a camera 2703 installed within the external unit 2701. In this case, the 

connector 2707 may only e1ectronica1Iy/e1ectrica11y connect the unit 2701 to the 

electronic instrument. 

For better mechanical attachment more that one port may be used by 

s attachment and connecting means of the external unit. For example, the 

attachment and connecting means may comprise two attachment means, such as 

two pins fixedly positioned on the external unit wherein a first pin plugs into a 

first port of the electronic instrument corresponding to for example an external 

microphone, and a second p~ plugs into the port corresponding to for example an 

1 O external spealcer. 

Fig. 27b shows the detachable external unit 2701 and the electronic 

• instrument 2700 of the invention, in attached position. 

After attaching the external unit 2701 to the electronic instrument 2700 

(for example, by plugging the pin 2705 into corresponding port 2706) the user 

15 may adjust the external unit 2701 in a desired position by extending and rotating 

movements as described before in this application for extendabJe microphone and 

camera. Again; it must be noted that the detachable unit of the invention may 

have characteristics similar to those of the extendable section of the invention as 

described before for the external microphone and camera in this application. For 

20 example, the detachable unit 2701 of the invention may be multi-sectioned 

having at least two sections 2710-2711, wherein each section having movements 

such as pivoting, rotating and extending (teiescopicaIIy, fo1dab1e/unfo1dab1e), 
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relating to each other and to the external unit. Attaching se·ctions 2712-2714 may 

be used for these purposes. 

The detachable unit as described permits to add extemal/perpheral 

components to an electronic instrument and use them as they were part of the 

5 original instrument. This firstly pennits to use the unit without holding the 

components in hand or attaching it to user's body (e.g. a headphone which must 

be attached to user's head) and secondly, it permits to add the components to the 

electronic instrument without obliging the manufacturers of the electronic 

instruments (such as mobile phones) to modify their hardware. 

The data entry method of this invention may also use other data entry 

means. For example, instead of assigning tlie symbols to· the keys of a keypad, 

said symbols may be assigned to other objects such as the fingers ( or portions of 

the fingers) of a user. Also instead of (or in addition to) voice/speech input, the 

system may recognize the data input by reading (recognizing the movements of) 

15 the lips of the user in combination with/without key presses, The user may press 

a key of the keypad and speak a desired Jetter among the symbols on said key. By 

recognizing the movements oftbe user's lips speaking said Jetter combined with 

said key press, the system may easily recognize and input the intended Jetter. 

Also as mentioned, example given in method of configuration described 

20 in this application were showed as samples. Variety of different configurations 

and assignment of symbols may be considered depending on data entry unit 

needed. The principle in this the method of configuration is to define different 

group of symbols according to different factors such as frequency of use, natural 
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pronunciation, natural non-pronunciation,. etc, and assign them accordingly • 

assi_gning them priority rates. The highest priority rated group (with or without 

speak._ing) is assigned to easiest and most natural key interaction (e.g. a single 

press). This group also includes the highest ranked non-spoken symbols. Then the 

5 second highest priority is assigned to second Jess easier interaction ( e.g. double 

press) and so on. 

With continuous reference to data entry system described before, the 

assignment of symbols to the keys of a keypad may be made in manner to still 

more enhance the recognition by voice/speech or lip-reading systems. Fig. 28 

IO shows a keypad 2800 wherein Jetter symbols having closed pronunciation are 

assigned to the keys of said keypad in a manner to avoid ambiguity between 

them. As shown, letters having closed pronunciations "c,, & "d", 'j" & "k", "m" 

& 11n", "v,, & ''t", are separated and placed on different keys. This will help the 

speech recognition system to more easily recognize said letters. For example, to 

15 select the letter "c", a user may press the key 2801 and says "c". To select the 

letter "d", the user presses the key 2802 and says "d". Other letters having closed 

pronunciations such as "b" & ''.P'', "t" & "d", "f' & "s", are also assigned to 

different keys. 

Embedded speech recognition systems for small devices are designed to 

20 use memory as Jess as possible; Separating symbols having resembling 

pronunciation and assigning them to different keys, dramaticalJy simplifies the 

recognition algorithms resulting the use of less memory. 
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With continuous reference to Fig. 28, as shown, the configuration of 

letters is provided in a manner to maintain the letters a-z in continuous order (e.g. 

a,b,c ............ z). Configuration of symbols on the keypad 2800 is made in a 

manner to keep it as similar as possible to a standard telephone-type keypad. It is 

S understood that this order may be changed if desired. 

Also, separation ofresembling lip-articulated symbols may help lip­

reading (lip recognition) systems to more easily recognize them. For example, 

assigning letters ''j" & "k" to different keys will dramatically ease their 

recognition. 

IO It is understood that for recognizing a spoken symbol such as a Jetter, 

more than one image of user's lips at different times during speaking said letter 

may be provided to lip recognition/reading system. 

Lip reading (recognition) system of the invention may use any image­

producing and image-recognition processing technology for recognitioI,1 

15 purposes. Poi: example, as mentioned before, a camera may be used to receive 

image(s) of user's lips whHe said user is saying a symbol such as a letter and is 

pressing the key corresponding to said symbol on the keypad. Other image 

producing and/or image capturing technologies may also be used. For example, 

instead of a camera, a projector and receiver of means such as light or waves may 

20 be used to project said means to the user's lips ( and eventually, face) and 

receives back said means providing a digital image of user's lips (and eventually 

user·•s· face) while said user is saying a symbol such as a Jetter and pressing the 

key corresponding to said symbol on the keypad; 
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The data entry system of the invention which combines k~y press and·user 

behavior (e.g. speech) may use different behavior (e.g. speech) recognition 

technologies. For example, in addition to movements of the lips, the pressing 

action of the user's tongue on user's teeth may be detected for better recognition 

5 of the speech. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in fig. 29, 

instead of (or in addition to) a camera, the lip reading system of the invention 

may use a touch/press sensitive component 9900 removabJey mounted on user's 

denture and/or lips. Said component may have sensors 9903 distributed within its 

1 O surface to detect a pressure action on any part of it permitting to measure the size, 

location, pressure measure, etc., of the impact between the user's tongue and said 

component. Said component may have two sections. A first section 9901 being 

placed between ·the two lips (upper and lower lips) of said user and a second 9902 

section being locate~ on the user's denture (preferably the tipper front denture). 

15 An attaching means 9904 permits to attach/fix said component on user's denture.-

Fig. 29a shows a sensitive component 9910 as described hereabove, being 

mounted on a user's denture 9919 in a manner a section 9911 of the component is 

located between the upper and lower lips of said user (in this figure, the 

component, the user's teeth and tongue are shown outside user's body). Said user 

20 may press the key 0013 which contains the letters "abc", and speak the letter "b". 

By saying "b" the lips 9914-9915 of the user press said sensitive section 9911 

between the lips. The system recognizes that the intended Jetter is the Jetter "b" 

because saying the two other letters (e.g. "ab") do not require pressing the lips on 
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each other. If the user presses the key 9913 and pronounces the Jetter i
1c"1 then 

the tongue 9916 of the user will slightly press the inside portion 9912 of the 

denture section of the component located on the front user's upper denture. The 

system will recognize that the intended symbol is the Jetter "c", because other 

s letters on said key (e.g. "be") do not require said pressing action on said portion 

of tl1e component. If the user presses the key 99 I 3 and says the letter "a", then no 

pressing action will be applied on said component. Then·the system recognizes 

that the intended Jetter is the letter "a". In other example, if the user presses the 

key 9917 and says the letter 'T the ton~e of the user presses the inside upper 

10 portion of the denture section of the component. If the user presses the key 9917 

and says the Jetter "l", tben the tongue of the user wiU press almost the whole 

.inside portion of the denture section of th_e component. In this case, almostthe 

whole sensors distributed within the inside portion of the denture section of the 

component will be pressed and the system recognizes that the intended Jetter is 

1 s the Jetter "1 ". 

The above-mentioned lip reading/recognition system permits a discrete 

and efficient method of data input with high accuracy. This data entry system· 

may particularly be used in sectors such as the aimy, police, or intelligence. 

Hereafter an example of a Jetter input recognition system through a 

20 telephone-type keypad, according to one embodiment of this invention: 
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ABC key 
A 
no pressure 

DEF key 
D 
whole inside denture 
section is pressed 

GHI key 
a 
upper inside portion 
of the denture section 
is strongly pressed 

JK.Lkey 
J 

B C 
lip section pressed upper inside portion of 

the denture section is 
slightly pressed 

E F 
no pressure lip section pressed 

H 1 
upper inside of portion no pressure 
of the denture section 
is slightly pressed 

K L 
20 upper inside portion no pressure 

of the denture section 
whole inside denture 
section is pressed 

is slightly pressed 

MNOicey 
25 M N 0 

lip section pressed . whole inside denture no pressure 
section pressed 

PQRSkey 
30 p Q R s 

lip section pressed lip section pressed no pressure upper inside 
(on sides) portion of the 

denture section is 
slightly pressed 

35 
TUVkey 
T u V 
whole inside denture lip section pressed lip section pressed 
section is pressed (on sides) 

40 

WXYZkey 
w X y Z (zed) 
lip section pressed upper inside portion no pressure whole inside 

45 of denture section portion of the 
• is pressed denture is 

pressed 
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It must be noted that the table above is only shown as an example to show 

the easiness of distinguishing the letters by saying a desired Jetter (while using 

the described hardware) and pressing the corresponding key. It is understood that 

other distinguishing parameters such as the timing of the pressure on the 

5 hardware (e.g. when saying "g" or saying "h", both being on the same key and 

maybe having similar pressure levels) based on this system may be taken in 

consideration by the recognition system and people skilled in the art. Also, saying 

other symbols such as numbers (e.g. 0-9) by the user and recognizing them may 

be considered by the above-mentioned system. 

10 In addition, the sensitive component of the invention may be connected to 

processing device (e.g. a cellphone) wireiessiy ~r by means wires. Ifit is 

connected wireiessJy, the component may contiµn a transmitter for transmitting 

the pressure information. The component may further comprise a battery power 

source for powering its functions, 

I 5 As described before, the invention combines key presses and speech for 

improved recognition accuracy. In one embodiment, a grammar is made on the 

fly to aliow recognition ofJetters corresponding only to the key presses. 

As is we11 know in the art (e.g., LetterWise), letter-pair .frequency 

probabilities can be used to determine the next Jetter given the previous letter. 

The above grammars created to support the combination of key presses 

and speech can be augmented with probability info1111ation to provide for higher 

accuracy. 
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For example, if a user presses 8-4-3 and says T-H-B, then the system 

should recognize T-H-E. However, since the 3 key includ~s the letters D-E-F, it 

could also incorrectly recognize T-H-D. To avoid this problem, we can add 

probabilities. 

5 For the key 8, we have the letters T-U-V; for 4 we have G-H-I; and for 3 

we have D-E-F. Given the key presses 8-4-3, the_system would create the 

following grammar using standard grammar notation: 

<s> =(TI u IV) (GI HI I) (DI BI F); 

10 

This can also be expressed as 

<s> = T<s1>; 

<s>= U<sl>; 

15 <s> = V <s1>; 

<sl> = G <s2>; 

<sl> = H <s2>; 

<sl> = I <s2>; 

<s2> = D; 

20 <s2> = E; 

<s2> = F; 
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Adding simple unigram probabilities for the first set of letters. and bi-gram. 

. . 
probabilities (for example, trained on a word corpus such as dictionary) we might 

have something such as: 

<s>, 0.80 = T <sl_T>; 

s <s>, 0.15 = U <s1_U>; 

<s>, 0.05 ~ V <s1_ V>; 

<sl_T>, 0.05 = G <s2_G>; 

<sl_T>, 0.65 = H <s2_H>; II 0.65 represents the probability ofH preceded by T 

in the CUITent context 

10 <sl_T>, 0.30 = I <s2_I>; 

<sl_U>, 0.30= G <s2_G>; 

<sl_U>, 0.50= H <s2_H>; 

<s1_U>, 0.20 = I <s2_I>; 

<s1 V>, 0.01 = G <s2 G>;· - -
15 <sl_ V>, 0.04 = H <s2_H>; 

<s1 V>, 0.95 = I <s2 I>; - -
<s2_G>, 0.05 = D; 

<s2_ G>, 0. 85 = E; 

<s2_G>, 0.10 = F; 

20 <s2_H>, 0.10 = D; 

<s2_H>, 0.85 = E; 

<s2_H>, 0.05 = F; 

<s2_I>, 0.20 = D; 
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<s2_I>, 0.20 = B; 

<s2_I>, 0.60 = F; 

Note that the grammars are larger, but since they are built on the fly they 

s are still manageable for embedded applications. 

Note that the probabilities can be based strickly on letter-pair frequencies, 

but also weighted by the relative word frequency from which they come. For 

example, the letter pair T-H might count for more from the word THE vs the 

word THIN. 

Note that the recognizer will pursue all paths in parallel and combine the 

acoustic probabilities with the grammar probabilities to compute the overall best 

answer. 

Usually, during data ( e.g. text) entry by voice/speech, a 

microphone/transducer perceives the user's voice/speech and transmits it to a 

15 processor of a desired electronic device for recognition process by a voice/speech 

recognition system; A great obstacle (specially, in.the mobile environment) for an 

efficient speech to data/text conversion by the voice/speech recognition systems 

is the poor quality of the inputted audio, said poor quality being caused by the 

outside noise. It must be noted that the microphone "hears" everything without 

20 distinction. 

Many efforts have been made by researchers to distinguish and eliminate 

an outside noise from a desired audio. Until now those efforts have permitted to 

only partially reduce the outside noise but still much more work must be done to 
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achieve· an acceptable result. Unfortunately, the current noise 

. . 

cancellation/reduction technologies also reduce the quality of the desired audio, 

making said audio inappropriate for recognition by the voice/speech recognition 

systems. 

S To reduce ( or even completely eliminate) the outside noise during data 

entry into an electronic device by voice/speech input, without degrading the 

quality of said voice/speech input an ear-integrated microphone/transducer unit 
' . 

positioned in a user's car can be provided Said microphone/transducer may also 

permit a better reception quality of the user's voice/speech, even if said user 

IO speaks low or whispers. 

As is well known, when humans speak, the bone vibrations caused by, 

and corresponding to, said speech are conducted to ear resulting the air vibrations 

corresponding to said speech in th inner ear and in the ear canal. 

According, to one method, said air vibrations may be perceived by an ear- •· •·· 

15 integrated microphone positioned in the ear, preferably in the ear canal. 

According to another method, said ear bone vibrations, themselves, may 

be perceived from the inner ear by an ear-integrated transducer positioned in the 

ear. 

Fig. 30 shows a microphone/transducer unit 5300 designed in a manner to 

20 be integrated within a user's ear in a manner that the microphone/transducer 

component 5301 locates inside the user's ear ( preferably, the use's ear canal). 

Preferably, in addition to microphone/transducer component 5301, said 

unit 5300 may also have hern1etica1ly isolating means 5302 wherein when said 
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microphone 5301 is instaIJed in a.user's ear (preferably, in the user's ear canal), 

said hermetically isolating means 5302 may isolate said microphone .from the 

outside (ear) environment noise, pennitting said microphone 5301 to only 

perceive the user's voice/speech fanned inside the ear. The outside noise which is 

5 a major problem for voice/speech recognition systems will dramatically be 

reduced or will even be completely eliminated. 

The user may adjust the level of hermiticaIIy isolation as needed. For 

example, to cancel the speech echo in the ear canal said microphone may be Jess 

isoiateq. from outside ear environment by slightly extracting said microphone unit 

IO from said user's ear canal. The microphone unit may also have integrated 

isolating/unisolating level means. 

Said microphone/transducer 5301 may be connected to a corresponding 

electronic device, by means of wires 5303, or by means of wireless 

communication systems. The wireless communication system may be of any kind -.. 

15 such as blue-tooth, infra-red, RP, etc. 

The above-mentioned, ear integrated microphone/transducer may be used 

to perceive the voice/speech of a user during a voice/speech-to-data ( e.g. text) 

entry system using the data entry system of the invention combining key press 

and corresponding speech, now named press-and-speak (KlKS) technology. By 

20 pressing a key and saying the desired symbol (e.g. a Jetter) assigned to said key, 

as described before, the voice/speech recognition system tries to match said 

speech to one of speech patterns of only few symbols assigned to said key. In this 

case, even if an ear-integrated microphone/transducer has lower equality audio 
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perception than a standard microphone, the quality of spoken symbols perceived 
. . 

by said ear-integrated microphone/transducer will still be fair enough to pennit 

the voice/speech recognition system to easily recognize a spoken symbol among 

said few symbols on tliat key. 

5 According, to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in fig. 31, an 

ear-integrated microphone 5400 may be provided and be connected to a mobile 

electronic device such as a mobile phone 5402. As shown, the microphone 5401 

is designed in a manner to be positioned into a user's ear canal and perceive the 

user's speech/voice vibrations produced in the user's ear when said user speaks. 

1 O . Said speech may then be transmitted to said mobile phone 5402, by means of 

wires 5403, or wirelessly. 

By being installed in the user's ear and having hermetically isolating 

means 5404, said microphone 5401 will only perceive the user's voice/speech. 

The outside noise which is a major problem for voice/speech recognition systems·· 

15 will dramatically be reduced or even completely be eliminated. As mentioned 

before, the level of isolation may be adjustable, automatically, or by the user. 

For example, when a user presses a key 5405 and speaks the Jetter "k" 

which is focated on said key, the vibrations of said speech in the user's ear may 

be perceived by said ear-integrated transducer/microphone and be transmitted to a 

20 desired electronic device. The voice/speech recognition system of the invention 

has to match said speech to already stored speech patterns of a few symbols 

located on said key (e.g. in this example, "I, K, L, 5"). Even if the quality of said 
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speech is not good enough (e.g. because the user spoke low), said speech could 

' . . . 

• be easily matched with the stored pattern of the desired Jetter. 

As just noted, another advantage of this system is that the user may speak 

low or even whisper. Because on one hand, the microphone is installed in the 

5 user's ear and directly perceives the user's voice without being disturbed by 

· outside noise, and on the other hand the recognition system tries to match a 

spoken symbol to only few choices, even if a user speaks low, whispers, the 

quality of the user's voice will still be good enough for use by the voice/speech 

recognition system. For the same reasons the recognition system may be user~ 

1 O independent Of course, training the system with the user's voice ( e.g. speaker 

dependent method) will cause greatly better recognition accuracy rate by the 

.recognition system. 

In addition to the microphone/transducer; the ear-integrated unit may also 

contain a speaker located beside the microphone/transducer and also being 

15 integrated within the user's ear for listening purposes. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in fig. 32, an 

ear-integrated microphone and speaker 5500 can be provided in a manner that the 

microphone 5501 installs in a frrst user's ear (as described here-above) and the 

speaker 5502 installs in a second user's ear. 

The above specifications should not be construed as limiting the scope of 

the invention but merely describing sorile of the prefen·ed embodiments of the 

invention. Many variations are to be considered within the scope of the present 

invention. For example, in t11e example of the ear-integrated unit of the fig. 32, 
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20 

both ears may be provided by both, microphone and speaker components. In· 

another example, when said ear-integrated unit is wireiessiy connected to a 

corresponding electronic device, a battery power source may be provided within 

said ear-integrated unit Also for better speech reception quality, the ear-

5 integrated microphone unit of the invention may also comprise at least an 

additional standard microphone situated outside of the ear (for example, on the 

transmitting wire). The inside ear microphone combined with the outside ear 

microphone may provide more audio signal information to the speech/voice 

recognition sy~tem of the invention. It must also be noted that the data entry 

10 system of the invention may use any microphone or transducer using any 

technology to perceive the inside ear speech vibrations. 
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Background 
A method of general data entry combining key press and speech has been explained in 

PCT application PCT/US00/29647. 

As described in said application, by pressing a key and speaking/not speaking a desired 

symbol such as a character among a group of symbols assigned to said key, said desired 

symbol may be selected. For example, for entering the word "morning" through a 

standard telephone-type keypad (see Fig 81) a user may: 

-press the key 8101 and say 'm'; 
-press the key 8101 and say 'o'; 
-press the key 8106 and say 'r' ; 
-press the key 8108 and say 'n' ; 
-press the key 8104 and say 'i' ; 
-press the key 8106 and say 'n' ; 
-press the key 8104 and say 'g'. 

By speaking a word, letter by letter ( or symbol by symbol), and pressing the 

corresponding keys, said word may be inputted. 

The data entry system described in said PCT may permit a keyboard having reduced 

number of keys (e.g. telephone keypad) to act as a full-sized PC keyboard (e.g. one 

pressing action per symbol). 

~ Word by Word Data Entry System 

To enhance the above-mentioned data entry system, a word level data entry system has 

been proposed in said PCT application. In said application, there was described that a 

user can enter a word by speaking said word and pressing the keys corresponding to the 

letters constituting said word. 

The speech of each word in. a language may be constituted of a set of phoneme(s) 

wherein said set ofphoneme(s) comprises one or more phonemes. Fig. 82 shows as an 

example, a dictionary of words 8200 wherein for each entry (e.g. word) 8201, its 

character set 8202, relating key press values 8203 (using a telephone keypad), phoneme 

·set 8204 corresponding to said word, and speech model 8205 (to eventually be used by a 

voice/speech recognition system) of said phoneme set are shown. 

According to one method of speech recognition, when a user speaks a word, his speech 

may be compared with said memorized speech models, and one or more best matched 

models will be selected by the system. Then the word(s) (e.g. character sets) 

corresponding to said selected model(s) may be selected by the system. If the selection 

contains one word, said word may become the final selection. If the selection comprises 

more than one word, then said words may be presented to the user ( e.g. in a list printed at 

the display) and the user may select one of them by for example pressing a "select" key. 

63 



,•· 
I • 

The above-mentioned method ofrecognition of words based on their speech, is described 

only as an example. It is understood that other methods of recognition by speech may be 

considered by the people skilled in the art. 

Recognizing a word based on its speech only, is not an accurate system. There are many 

reasons for this. For example, many words may have similar or confusing pronunciations. 

Also factors such as the outside noise may result ambiguity in a word level data entry 

system. Inputting arbitrary words by voice requires complicated software, taking into 

account a large variety of parameters such as accents, voice inflections, user intention, or 

noise interaction. For these reasons speech recognition systems are based on recognition of 

phrases wherein for example, words having similar pronunciations may be disambiguated 

in a phrase according to the context of said phrase. Speech recognition systems based on 

recognition of phrases require large amount of memory and CPU use, making their 

integration in smali devices such as mobile phones, impossible at this time. 

The press and speak technology invented by this inventor and described in different PCT 

and US provisional applications filed earlier, may solve the above-mentioned problems. 

In addition to/combination with a character by character entry system as described in said 

applications, a word-level data entry technology of the inventio_n may provide the users of 

small/mobile/fixed devices with a natural quick (word by word) text/data entry syst~m. 

As mentioned, in the PCT application PCT/US00/29647, there was described that a user 

can speak a word while pressing the keys corresponding to the letters constituting said 

word. There was also mentioned that for this purpose a word dictionary data base may be 

used. According to that and by referring to the fig. 81, when a user speaks the word 

"card" and presses the corresponding keys ( e.g. keys 8102, 8102, 8106, 8109 of the 

telephone-type keypad), the system selects from said word dictionary (such as the one 

shown in fig. 82), the words corresponding to said key presses. In this example, the same 

set of key presses may also correspond to other words such as "care", "bare", "base", 

"cape", and "case". The system then, may compare the user's speech (of the word) with 

the speech of said words having the same key presses and if one of them matches said 

user's speech, the system selects said word. If speech of non of said words matches the 

user's speech, the system then, may select the word (or words) that its (their) speech best 

match(es) said user's speech. 

According to this method, the recognition system will select a word among only few 

candidates (e.g. 6 words, in the example above). As result the recognition becomes easy 

.and the accuracy of the speech recognition system dramatically augments, permitting a 

general word-level text entry with high accuracy. It must also be noted that speaking a 

word while typing it is a human familiar behavior. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, for entering a word, a user may press 

few (e.g. one, two, and if needed, more) keys corresponding to the letter(s) of the 

beginning of a word and (preferably, simultaneously) speak said word. According to said 

few key presses and said speech, the system may recognize the intended word. For this 
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purpose, according to one method, for exampJe, the system may first select the words of 

the dictionary data base wherein to the beginning characters of said words correspo11d to 

said key presses, and compares the speech of said selected words with the user's speech. 

The system,. then selects one or more words wherein their speech best matches said user's 

speech. Selecting the words existing in a dictionary of words database according to the 

first few key presses, dramatically reduces the number of said selected words to be 

compared with the user's speech. This permits a very high accuracy of the input of an 

intended word. According to another method, for example, the system may first select the 

words of the dictionary wherein their speech best match said user's speech. The system 

then, may evaluate the beginning characters (evaluating to which key presses the belong) 

of (the character sets constituting) said words with said user's corresponding few key -

presses to finally select the character set(s) which their beginning characters match said 

user's key presses. 

In the above-mentioned embodiments, if the selection contains one word, said word may 

become the final selection. If the selection comprises more than one word, then said 

words may be presented to the user (e.g. in a list printed at the display) and the user may 

select one of them by for example pressing a "select" key. 

The above-mentioned methods of speaking a word and pressing the keys corresponding 

to the characters constituting at least part of said word, and comparing said key presses 

with the key presses corresponding to the letters of the words in a dictionary of words, 

requires the use of a substantial amount of memory. Having stored the phoneme sets/ 

speech ( e.g. models) of all of the words available in a language, a database of the chain of 

characters corresponding to said words available in one or more languages, and also 

having a data base of the key presses corresponding to said words available in said 

dictionary data base require large amount of memory. 

Also, as described in the prior applications, in the character by character data entry 

• system of the invention a symbol such as a punctuation mark may be assigned to a key of 

the keypad and be inputted as default by pressing said key without speaking speech. For 

said reason, in the word level data entry system of the invention as described before, a 

user may finish to speak a word before finishing to enter all of its corresponding key 

presses. This may confuse the recognition system because those last key presses which 

were not covered by user's speech may be considered as said default characters. There 

are some solutions to overcome this problem. For example, a user may first speak a word 

and then press the corresponding keys. This may indicate to the system that the set of key 

presses accruing after the speech correspond to said speech. 

In another example, the system may exit the text mode and enter into another mode such 

as a punctuation/function mode, by a predefined action such as, for example, pressing a 

mode key. As explained in said PCT applications, to each key of a keypad one or two 

special characters such as punctuation marks, space character, or a functions, may be 

assigned. By a single press on a key of said keypad without speaking, a symbol such as 

punctuation mark on said key will be inputted. A double press on the same key without 

speech may provide another (e.g. punctuation) symbol assigned to said key. By pressing a 
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key while the system is in said special character mode, a symbol such as a punctuation 

mark may be entered at the end (or any other position) of the word, also indicating to the 

system the end of said word. 

~ Data Entry System Based on sub-speeches 

There must be considered that when a user speaks a word while. typing it, he naturally, 

may break said speech of said word into one or more sub-speech portions (e.g. while he 

types the letters corresponding to each sub-speech) according to for example, the 

syllables of said speech. For example, while typing the word "morning" using a keyboard 

such as a keypad, the user may naturally, first say a first sub-speech, "mor" and/while he 

presses the corresponding keys. Then the user may pronounce a following sub-speech, 

"ning" and type the corresponding keys. For easier demonstration, in this application, the 

word "sub-speech" is used for the speech of a portion of the speech of a word. For 

example, the word "perhaps", may be spoken in two sub speeches "per" and "haps". Also 

for example, the word "pet" may be spoken in a single sub-speech, "pet". 

Also, for example, for entering the word "playing", the user may first pronounce the 

phonemes corresponding to the first syllable ( e.g. "pie") while typing the keys . 

corresponding to the letters ''pla", and then pronounce the phonemes corresponding to the 

second syllable ( e.g. "ying") while typing the set of characters "ying". 

It must be noted that one user may divide a word into portions differently from another 

user. Accordingly, the sub-speech and the corresponding key presses, for each portion 

may be different. After completing the data ( e.g. key press and sub-speech) entry of all 

portions of said word by said users, the final results will be similar. 

In the above-mentioned example, said another user may pronounce the first portion as 

"plii" and press the keys of corresponding character set, "play". He then, may say "ing' 

and press the keys corresponding to the chain of characters, "ing". Also for example, a 

third user may enter the word "playing" in three sequences of sub-speeches and key 

presses. Said user may say, "pie", "yin", and "g" (e.g. spelling the character "g" or 

pronouncing the corresponding sound) while typing the corresponding keys. It is 

understood that the most natural way of dividing a word in different sequences of speech 

and key presses is that each sequence of speech correspond to a syllable of said word. 

Therefore, it must be noted that even though in many paragraphs of this application we 

note a syllable as a portion/sequence of a word, the data entry system of the invention 

applies to any form of division of a word in one or more p·ortions. 

According to the above-mentioned principles, the word "trying' may be pronounced in 

two portions (e.g. syllables) "tri'', and "ing". Also for example, the word "playground" 

may be divided and inputted in two portions (e.g. according to its two syllables), "pla", 

and "ground". 
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As it is shown in the examples above, part of the speech of different words in one ( or 
more) languages may have similar pronunciations (e.g. being composed by a same set of 
phonemes). For example, the words, "trying", and "playing'' have common sub-speech 
portion "ing" ( or "ying") within their speech. 

According to the above-mentioned principles, there may be created a method of data entry 
wherein by memorizing predefined sets of phonemes/speech-models corresponding to sub­
speeches of a word and considering at least part of the key presses corresponding to the 
characters sets assigned to corresponding phoneme sets, recognition of entire words in a 
press and speak data entry system of the invention may become effective. Fig. 84 shows a 
dictionary of phoneme sets 840 I corresponding to sub-speeches of whole words dictionary 
8402, and a dictionary of character sets 8403 corresponding to the phoneme sets of said 
phoneme set dictionary 8401, also comprising a dictionary of key press values (according 
to a telephone keypad) 8404 corresponding to said dictionary of character sets 8403 
corresponding to said dictionary of phoneme sets 8401. according to different embodiments 
of the invention, one or more of these data bases may be used by the data entry system of 
the invention. 

Because in many cases, a same phoneme set (sub-speech model) may be used in order to 
recognize other words (having the same sub-:speech pronunciation in their speech), less 
memorized phoneme-sets/speech-models are required for recognition of entire words 
available one or more dictionary of words, reducing the amount of the memory needed. 
This will result in assignment of reduced number of phoneme sets to the corresponding 
keys of a keyboard such as a telephone-type keypad and will, dramatically, augment the 
accuracy of the speech recognition system. 

Fig. 83 shows exemplary samples of words of English language 8301 having similar 
speech portions 8302. As shown, four short phoneme sets 8302, may produce the speech 
of seven entire words 8301. Is understood that said phoneme sets 8302 may represent part 
of speech of many other words in English or other languages, too. 

Based on the above-mentioned principles, a natural press and speak data entry system 
using reduced number of phoneme sets for entering any word (e.g. general dictation, 
arbitrary text entry) through a mobile device having limited size of memory (e.g. mobile 
phone, PDA) and limited number of keys (e.g. telephone keypad) may be provided. The 
system may also enhance the data entry by for example, using a PC keyboard for fixed 
devices such as personal computers. In this case, (because a PC keyboard has more keys), 
still more reduced number of phoneme sets will be assigned to each key, augmenting the 
accuracy of the speech recognition system. Hereafter, different detailed embodiments of 
the invention are described. 

All Keys-At Least Part of the Phonemes 
According to one embodiment of the invention, a user may divide the speech of a word. into 
different sub-speeches wherein each sub-speech is represented by a phoneme-set. By 
speaking each phoneme set and/while pressing the keys corresponding to the letters 
corresponding to said phonemes sets and repeating (in order, from fist to last) this 
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procedure for all of ( or at least part of) said° sub-speeches, said entire word ( e.g. in 

characters) may be inputted. 

As shown in Fig. 81, for example, the letter "t" is located on the key 8101 of the keypad 

8100. To said key different sets of phonemes such as "te", "ti", "ta", "to", etc., and/or 

corresponding speech models may be assigned (see table I, fig. 85). Pronouncing "te" may 

correspond to different sets ofletters such as "tea", "tee", or even "the" (if the user is for 

example not an American/English native). To produce the word "teabag" a user may press 

the "t" key 8101 and say "te" and continue to press the remaining keys corresponding to 

the remaining letters, "ea". The system compares the speech of the user with the speech 

(e.g. models) assigned to the first pressed key (in this example, "t" key 8101). After 

matching said user's speech to one (or more) of said phoneme-sets/speech-models assigned 

to said key, the system selects on or more of the character set(s) assigned to said phoneme 

set(s)/speech-model(s). As mentioned, in this example, a same speech may correspond to 

two different sets of characters, one corresponding to the letters "tea" ( e.g. key presses 

value 832) and the other corresponding to letters "tee'.' (e.g. key presses value 833). The . 

system compares (e.g. the value of) the keys pressed by the user with the (e.g. values of) 

the key presses corresponding to the character sets of said list and if one of them matches 

the user key presses the system chooses it to eventually being inputted/outputted. In this 

case the letters "tea" may be the final selection for this stage. An endpoint ( e.g. end of the 

word) signal such as a space key press may infonn the system that the key presses and 

speech for the current entire word are ended. 

In the above-mentioned example, the selection is not final. The user then may press the "b" 

(e.g. corresponding to the first character in the following syllable in the word) key 8102 

and say "bag" and continue to press the remaining keys corresponding to the remaining 

letters "ag". The system proceeds like before and selects the corresponding character set, 

. "bag". The user now, signals the end of the word by for example, pressing an space key. 

By saying "te" and pressing the keys "8, 3, l" and then saying "bag" and pressing the keys 

• "1, 1, 4'\ the word "teabag" may be produced. As noticed, the word "teabag" is produced 

by speech and key presses without having its entire speech model/phoneme-set in the 

memory . .In fact the speech model of the word "teabag" was produced by two other sub­

speech models (e.g. of ''te" and "bag") available in the memory, each representing part of 

said speech model of the entire word "teabag" and together producing said entire speech 

model. The speech models of"te" or "bag" may be used as part of the speech­

models/phoneme-sets of other words such as "teaming" or "Baghdad", respectively. 

Although in this embodiment, the recognition accuracy is very high, it may happen that 

sometimes the final selection is an erroneous word which do not exist in the data base. For 

this reason, before inputting/outputting said word, the system may compare the final 

selection with the words of a dictionary of the word of the desired language. If said 

selection does not match a word in said dictionary, it is rejected. 

Also, according to one method, while pressing the corresponding keys of a portion of a 

word and speaking it, the user may speak in a manner that his speech covers said 
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corresponding key presses during said entry. This will have the advantage that the user's 

speech at every moment corresponds to the key being presses simultaneously, permitting 

easier recognition of said speech. On the other hand, at the end of the entry of a word, a 

user may press any key without speaking. This may inform the system that the word is 

,entirely entered ( e.g. pressing a key and not speaking may be assigned to characters such as 

punctuation marks, PC functions, etc. This matter has already been explained in the PCT 

applications that have already been filed by this inventor). 

After completion of the recognition procedures described above, if the selected output 

comprises more than one word, said words may be presented to the user ( e.g. in a list 

printed at the display) and the user may select one of them by for example pressing a 

"select" key. 

It must be noted that in some cases, recognizing part of the phonemes of one or more sub­

speeches of a word (preferably, those at the beginning of said sub speeches), may be 

enough for recognition of the corresponding word in the press and speak data entry system 

of the invention. 

According to one embodiment of the invention instead of considering all of the phonemes 

corresponding to a sub-speech of a word, only a few phonemes, (preferably those at the 

beginning of said sub-speech) may be considered and assigned to the key corresponding to 

the first letter of the character set(s) corresponding to said phoneme set. Said phoneme set 

may be used for the recognition purposes by the press and speech data entry system of the 

invention. Thanks to this method, the number of the speech-models/phoneme-sets 

necessary for recognition of many entire words may dramatically be reduced. In this case, 

to each key of a keyboard such as a keypad, only few phoneme sets will be assigned 

permitting easier recognition of said phoneme sets by the voice/speech recognition system. 

By using a speech recognition system for evaluation of all/few (preferably the beginning) 

characters of each sub-speech (preferably, the first) of a word along with consideration of 

all of the key presses corresponding to all of the characters of said word, a word in a 

language may be recognized by the data entry system of the invention. 

According to this embodiment, for each letter different sets of phonemes ( or speech 

models) according to sub-speeches of the words in a language may be considered and 

memorized. Said sets of phonemes may be located at any position within a word. Each of . 

said sets of phonemes may correspond to one or more sets of characters having 

similar/almost similar pronunciation. Fig. 85 shows an exemplary table showing some of 

the phoneme sets that may occur at the beginning (or anywhere else) of a syllable ofa word 

starting with the letter "t". In the last row, of the table also shows an additional example of 

a phoneme set and a relating character set for the letter "i". 

Although phoneme sets having more phonemes (e.g. taps, take, ta.st, etc.) may be 

considered, modeled, and memorized to help recognition of a word, in this embodiment 

wherein the user presses all of the keys corresponding to the letters of a word, 

evaluating/recognizing few beginning characters of one or more portions (e.g. syllables) of 
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said word by the voice/speech recognition and also using dictionary of words data base and 

relating databases (such as key presses values) as shown in fig. 84, may be enough for 

producing said word. obviously, when needed, longer phoneme sets may also be used for 

better recognition and disambiguity. 

As an example, by considering fig. 81 and also using the table 1 of the fig. 85, to produce 

the word "ti-tle", a user may press the key 8101 corresponding to the letter "t" and say 'tf' 

and then press the remaining key presses corresponding to remaining letters "itle". At the 

end of the word the user presses for example, an end-of-the-word key such as a space key. 

To the phoneme set "tf', character sets such as "ti, ty, tie" are assigned. The first letter "t" 

is obviously, selected. Second letter will be "i", because of pressing the key 8103 ( e.g. "y" 

is on the key 8104 ). The next key pressed is the key 8101 relating to the letter "t". in this 

case the character set "tie" possibility is rejected. So "ti" will be definitively selected. The 

system now considers "ti" along with the remaining key presses 8 ( e.g. "t, u, v"), 5 ( e.g. "g, 

h, i''), and 3 (e.g. "d, e, f'). Comparing these input with a dictionary of words having 

corresponding key presses data base will reveal that the only word corresponding to these 

input is the word "title". The systerri then selects the word "title". 

For better recognition, the user may speak more than one sub-speech of a word while 

pressing the corresponding keys. In this case, the system may consider the input of 

characters corresponding to more than one sub-speech of said word.· 

By typing a word (having one or more portions/syllables) through a keyboard/keypad and 

speaking said word partially/entirely, in almost every case, recognition of few beginning 

characters of at least one of said syllables (preferably, the first syllable) of said word by the 

speech recognition system (helped by the evaluation of the corresponding key presses), 

combined with the evaluation of the key presses corresponding to the rest of the characters 

of said word will produce said word. 

In another example, to enter the word "taken" which comprises two sub-speeches/syllables, 

"ta" and "ken'\ when typing the first character "t" (key 8101 ), the user says "ta" and then 

presses the rest of the keys ( e.g. "a") corresponding to the rest of the characters of the first 

syllable. The user then naturally proceeds to the next syllable and says "ken" while 

pressing the key 8105 corresponding to letter "k" and continues to press the remaining keys 

of said next syllable corresponding to the letters "en". He then may press an space key to 

inform the system of the end of data entry. 

After completion of the recognition procedures described above, if the selected output 

comprises more than one word, said words may be presented to the user ( e.g. in a list 

printed at the display) and the user may select one of them.by for example pressing a 

"select" key. 

Shortcut: Less Key Presses Combined With at least Part of the Phonemes 

Small mobile electronic devices having keypads with limited number of keys are 

commonly used worldwide. Users press the keys of said keypads by using the fingers 
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(e.g. thumb, forefinger) of one hand. Even in a the above-m·entioned data entry systems 

wherein each symbol is entered by a single pressing action on a corresponding key, the 

speed of data entry is slower than the speed of the data entry using a PC keyboard 

wherein the users usually use the fingers of both hands to press the keys of the keyboard. 

To enhance the data entry system of the invention and to permit quicker data (e.g. text) 

entry, a macro-level data/text entry system have been proposed in the PCT application 

PCT/US00/29647. In said PCT application, there was mentioned that macros (e.g. a chain 

ofletters/characters) can be assigned to a key of a keypad and inputted by a single pressing • 

action combined with/without voice/speech. By assigning at least part of the characters of a 

word to a single key press an entire word may be inputted by few key presses. By applying 

. this method within the press and speak data entry method of the invention, a quick data 

entry for mobile environment/small devices may be provided. In this method, the number 

o.fkey presses are less than the number of the characters of a word (except for the single 

characters and some words such as out-of-dictionary-words, which may require character 

by character entry). 

According to the preferred embodiment of the invention a user may press the key(s) 

corresponding to the first letter ofportion(s) of a word while, preferably simultaneously, 

speaking said corresponding portion(s). For this purpose a user may divide a word to 

different portions according to, for example, the syllables of said speech. Speaking each 

portion/syllable of a word is called "sub-speech" in this application. 

According to this embodiment, for example, to enter· the word "tiptop" which may be 

divided in two sub-speeches (e.g. according to its syllables) "tip" and "top", the user may 

first press the key 8101 (e.g. letter "t" is assigned to said key) and (preferably, 

simultaneously) say "tip" (e.g. the first sub-speech of the word "tiptop"), then he may press 

the key 8101 and (preferably, simultaneously) say "top" (e.g. the second sub-speech of the 

word "tiptop"). Using the table in the fig. 85, set of characters "tip" is assigned to the set of 

phonemes "tip" and to the letter "t" on the key 8101. When the user presses the key 8101 

and says. 'tip", the system compares the speech of the user with all of the phoneme 

sets/models which are assigned to the key 8101. After selecting one (or more) of said . 

phoneme sets which match said user's speech, the system selects the character sets which 

are assigned to said selected set(s) of phonemes. In the current example, only one character 

set ( e.g. tip) was assigned to the phoneme set "tip". The system then proceeds in the same 

manner to the next portion (e.g. sub-speech) of the word, and so on. In this example, the • 

character set "top" was the only character set which was assigned to the phoneme set "top". 

The system selects ~aid character set. After selecting all character sets corresponding to all 

of the sub-speeches/syllables of the word, the system then assembles said character sets 

(e.g. an example of assembly procedure is described in the next paragraph) providing 

different groups/chains of characters. The system then compares each of said group of • 

characters with the words (e.g. character sets) of a dictionary of words data base available 

in the memory. For example, after selecting one of the words of the dictionary which best 

matches to one of said groups of characters, the system may select said word as the final 

selection. In this example, after entering the second portion/syllable, the user presses for 

example, a space key, or another key without speaking to inform the system that the word 
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wad entirely entered ( e.g. pressing a key and not speaking may be assigned to characters 

such as punctuation marks, PC functions, etc). This matter has already been explained in 

the PCT applications that have already been filed by this inventor.). The system assembles 

the character sets 'tip' and "top' and produces a group of characters 'tiptop". The system 

then compares said group of characters with the words available in a dictionary of words 

data base of the system ( e.g. an English dictionary) and if one of said words matches said 

group of characters the system inputs/outputs said word. In this example, the word "tiptop' 

exists in an English dictionary of the system. Said word is finally inputted/outputted. 

Fig 86 shows a method of assembly of selected character sets of the embodiments. For 

example, when a user tried to enter the word "envelope" in three sequences by using an 

embodiment of the invention, the system selected one to two character sets 8601 for each 

portion. The system then assembles said character sets according to their respective 

position within said word, providing different group of characters 8602. Said group of 

characters 8602 will be compared with the words of the dictionary of words of the system 

and the group(s) of characters which match(es) one or more of said words will be finally 

selected and inputted. In this example, the character set 8603 ( e.g. envelope"), is the only 

character set which matches a word in said dictionary. Said word is finally selected. 

As mentioned, in some cases, the speech recognition system may select more than one 

phoneme set/speech model for the speech of all/part ( e.g. a syllable) of a word. For 

example, if a user having a "bad" accent tries to enter the word "teabag" according the 

current embodiment of the invention, he first presses the key 8101 and simultaneously says 

"te". The system may not be sure whether the user said "te", or "the". In this case the 

system may select different character sets corresponding to both phoneme sets. By using 

the same procedure, the user then enters the second portion of the word. In this example, 

only one character set, "bag", was selected by the system. The user finally, presses an space 

key. The system, then may assemble (in different arrangements) said character sets to 

produce different group of characters and compare each of said group of characters with 

the words of a dictionary of words data base. In this example the possible group of 
characters may are: • 

"teebag" 
"teabag" 
"thebag" 

The only group of characters that matches a word in a dictionary of words in for example, 

English language, is the word "teabag". This word may be considered as the final selection. 

As just demonstrated, it may happen that the system selects more than one character set for 

each/some phoneme sets of a word. In this case, more than one group of characters may be 

assembled. Therefore, probably, more than one word of the dictionary may match said 

assembled groups of characters. In this case, said words may be presented to the user ( e.g. 

in a list printed at the display) and the user may select one of them by for example pressing 

a "select" key. Also, if the system comprises enough memory and processing speed, a 
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speech recognition system may be used to select one of said selected word according to the 

corresponding phrase context. 

If a word/portion-of-a-word comprises many phonemes but its speech comprises a single 

syllable, according to one method, a phoneme-set/model comprising all of said phonemes 

of said word/portion-of-a-word may be assigned to said word. For example, to enter the 

word "thirst", a phoneme set constituting of all of the phonemes of said world may be 

assigned to said word and to the letter "t" ( e.g. positioned-on/assigned-to the key 810 I). 

The user presses the key 8101 and says "thirst". As explained before, the system selects the 

character set(s) (in this example, only one, "thirst") of sub-speech(es) (in this example, one 

sub-speech) of the word, and assembles them (in this example, no assembly). The system 

then, may compare the said characters set with the words of the dictionary of the word of 

the system and if said character set matches one of said words in the dictionary, then it 

selects said word as the final selection. In this case, the word "thirst" will be finally 

selected. 

In some cases, specially when words are comprised of only one syllable, more than one key 

press for a syllable may be necessary for disambiguation of a word. For this purpose, 

different user-friendly methods may be implemented. For example, the word "fire", which 

originally comprises one syllable may be pronounced in two syllables comprising phoneme 

sets, "fi", and "re", respectively. The user in this case may first press the key corresponding 

to the letter "f' while saying "fi". He then, may press the key corresponding to the letter 

"r", and may say "re". 

Also, for example, the word "times", may be pronounced in two syllables, "tr• and "mes", 

or "tim" and "es". Also a word such as "listen", may be pronounced in two syllables, "tis", 

and "ten" which may require the key presses corresponding to letters "l' and "t", 

respectively. Also according to this principle, the word "thirst", may be divided in three 

portions, "thir", "s", and "t". For example, by considering that the phoneme set "thir" may 

already been assigned to the key comprising the letter "t" ( e.g. key 8101 ), the user may 

press the key 8101, and say "thir', then he may press the key 8106 corresponding to the 

letter "s" and pronounce the sound of the phoneme "s". He then, may press the key 8101 

corresponding to the letter 't" and pronounce the sound of the phoneme "t'. At the end of 

the word, the user may press an end-of the-word key such as a space key 8107. 

Also for better disambiguation and also for reducing the number of phoneme-sets necessary 

for words having for example, the same speech at their beginning (e.g. "bring" and 

"brings"), in addition to pressing the first key of a syllable, and speaking said syllable, in 

some cases one or more character such as the last character(s) ( e.g. "s") of a word/syllable 

may be pressed and spoken. For example, a user may press a key corresponding to the 

character "b" and say "bring" ( e.g. phoneme-set "bring" was assigned to the key "8102). 

He then, may press the key corresponding to the letter "s", and either pronounces "s" or 

speaks the sound of the phoneme "s'. After providing an end-of-the-word signal such as 

pressing the "space" key, the system will considers the two data input sequences, and 

provides the corresponding word "brings" (e.g. its phoneme set was not assigned to the key 
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8102). It is understood that entering one or more single character(s) by using the method 

here, may be possible in any position (such as in the beginning, in the middle, or at the end) 

within a word. For not confusing the system, when a user enters a portion ( of a word) 

comprising a letter, by the word entry system of the invention, he preferably may speak the 

sound of said letter. For example, instead of saying "em", the user may pronounce the 

sound of the phoneme "m". Also in a similar case, speaking saying "t", may be related by 

the system to the chain of characters "tea\ "tea" and the letter "t", while pronouncing the 

sound of the phoneme "t', will be related to only the letter "t". 

As described before, for better disambiguation, a wordiportion-of-a-word/syllable-of-a­

word/sub-speech-of-a-word (such as "thirst" or "brings") having substantial number of 

phoneme sets may be divided into more than one portion wherein some of said portions 

may contain one phoneme/character only, and entered according to the data entry system of 

the invention. Also as mentioned, according to this approach, multiple phoneme-sets 

wherein each comprising fewer number of phonemes may replace a single phoneme-set 

comprising substantial number of phonemes, for representing a portion of a word ( e.g. a 

sy liable). Also as described before, dividing the speech of a long portion ( e.g. long syllable 

comprising substantial number of phonemes) of a word into shorter sub-speech/phoneme­

set portions, will reduce the total' number of phoneme-sets necessary for recognition of all 

of the words available in a dictionary data base. As also described before, this will permit 

to assign less phoneme-sets to each key of the keyboard/keypad. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, based on the above-mentioned principles, 

to each key of a keyboard/keypad short phoneme-sets comprising few phonemes may be 

assigned. For this purpose, for example, if a phoneme-set starts with a consonant it may 

comprise following structures/phonemes: 
only said consonant . 
said consonant at the beginning, and at least one vowel after that 

said. consonant at the beginning, at least one vowel after said consonant, and one 

consonant after said vowel(s) 

If the phoneme-set starts with a vowel, it may have the following structures: 
at least one vowel at the beginning • 

said vowel(s) at the beginning, and one consonant after that 

Fig. 88 shows some examples .of the phoneme-sets 8801 for the constant "t" 8802 and the 

vowel "u' 8803, according to this embodiment of the invention. Columns 8804, 8805, 

8806, show the different portions of said phoneme-sets according to the sound.groups (e.g. 

consonant/vowel) constituting said phoneme-set. Column 8807 shows corresponding 

exemplary words wherein the corresponding phoneme-sets constitute part of the speech of 

said words·. For example, phoneme set "tar" 8808 constitutes portion 8809 of the word 

"stair". Column 8810 shows an estimation exemplary of the number of key presses for 

entering the corresponding words ( one key press corresponding to the first character of 

each portion of the word according to this embodiment of the invention). For example, to 

enter the word 'until" 8811, a user will first press the key 8 IO 1 (see fig. 81) corresponding 

to the letter "u" and preferably simultaneously, says "un". He then presses again the key 
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8101 corresponding to the letter "t", and also preferably simultaneously, says "til',_ To end 

the word, the user then informs the system by an end-of-the-word signal such as pressing a 

space key. The word until was entered by two key presses (excluding the end-of-the-word 

signal) along with the use's speech. According to the current embodiment based on the 

principles described before, a consonant phoneme which has not a vowel, immediately, 

before or after it, may be considered as a separate portion of the speech of a word. For 

example, the "s" at the beginning of the word "study" 8812, and the "s" in the middle of 

the word "understood" 8813 may follow this rule. This will extremely reduce the number 

of phoneme-sets necessary for entering of any word available in a dictionary ( e.g maybe 

less than one hundred phoneme-sets per the beginning phoneme/character of a portion of a 

word may be enough for recognition of all of the words in for example, the English 

language). Fig. 88 shows other beginning phonemes/characters such as "v" 8814, and "th" 

8815 assigned to the key 8101 • of a telephone-type keypad. For each of said beginning 

phonemes/characters, phoneme-sets according to the above-mentioned principles may be 

considered. It is understood that if needed/desired longer sub-speech portions of a word, 

having more phonemes may also be considered with the short phoneme-sets of the system. 

Also for examples, phoneme sets representing more than one syllable of a word may also 

be considered. Also for easier recognition, as described in previous embodiments, to permit 

better recognition of the speech pronounced by the users that, in many cases, may be 
natives of non English spoken regions, character-sets corresponding to phoneme sets (such 

as "to" and "to") having ambiguously similar pronunciation, may be assigned to all of said 

phoneme-sets. 

Memorized short phoneme-sets/sp~ech-models may permit the recognition and entry of 

words in many languages. For example, the phoneme set "sha", may be used for 
recognition of words such as:· 

"shadow", in English, 
"chaleur", in French, 
"shf).lom ', in Hebrew, 
"shabab", in Arabic, 
"Geisha", in Japanese, Etc. 

To each of said phoneme sets, corresponding character-sets in a corresponding language 

may be assigned. As mentioned before, by doing so, a powerful multi-lingual data entry 

system based on phoneme-set recognition may be provided. For this purpose one or more 

data bases in different languages may be available within the system. Different methods to 

enter different text in different languages may be considered. 

According to one method, by having a common short phoneme-sets data base and the 

corresponding character-sets database in many languages, for entering text in a desired 

language, a user may select a language mode by informing the system by a predefined 

means. For example, said user may press a mode key to enter into a desired language mode. 

In this case after entering a word by entering the portions of a said word according to a 

corresponding embodiment of the invention, the system will compare the selected 

corresponding groups/chains of assembled character-sets with the words of a dictionary of 

words corresponding to said selected desired language. After matching said group of 
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characters with one or more words of said dictionary, the system selects said matched 
word(s) as the final selection to be inputted/outputted. If the selection contains one word, 
said word may become the final selection. If the selection comprises more than one word, 
then said words may be presented to the user (e.g. in a list printed at the display) and the 
user may select one of them by for example using a "select', key. 

According to another method, all data bases in different languages available with the 
system will be used simultaneously, permitting to enter an arbitrary word entry in different 
languages. For example, after entering a word by entering the portions of a said word 
according to one embodiment of the invention, the system will compare the selected 
corresponding groups of characters with the words of a all of the dictionaries of words 
available with the system. After matching said group of characters with the words available 
in different dictionaries available with the system, the system selects said matched word(s) 

.as the final selection to be inputted/outputted. If the selection contains one word, said word 
may become the final selection. If the selection comprises more than one word, then said 
words may be presented to the user (e.g. in a list printed at the display) and the user may 
select one of them by for example using a "select" key. 

In some languages such as Hebrew or Arabic, wherein most of the vowels are not presented 
by separate characters, the system may even work with higher accuracy. 

The system may also work without the step of comparison of the assembled selected 
character-sets with a dictionary of word. This is useful for entering text in different 
languages without worrying about their existence in the dictionary of the words of the 
system. For example, if the system does not comprise a Hebrew dictionary of words, a user 
may enter a text in Hebrew language by using the roman letters. To enter the word 
"Shalom", the user will use the existing phoneme sets "sha" and "lorn" and their 
corresponding character sets available within the system. A means such as a mode key may 
be used to inform the system that the assembled group of characters will be 
inputted/outputted without said comparison. If more than on assembled group of characters 
has been produced, they will be may be presented to the user (e.g. in a list printed at the 
display) and the user may select one of them by for example pressing a "select" key .. 

In the word entry embodiments of the invention, if the inputted/outputted word is not the 
one desired by the user, a word-erasing function may be assigned to a key. Similar to a 
character erasing function ( e.g. delete, backspace) keys, pressing a word-erase-key will 
erase the word before the cursor on the display. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, most phoneme-sets of the system will 
have only one consonant. Fig. 89 shows some of them as example. According to this 
embodiment, for example, to enter the word "teabag" 8901, the user first presses the key 
8101 while saying "te'>. He then presses the key 8102 while saying "ba". He finally presses 
the key 8103 while saying "g" (or pronouncing the sound of the phoneme "g"). As in other 
embodiments, at the end of the word he may press a key such as space key. 
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For.better response and to augment the accuracy of the system, an auto-correction software 
may be combined with the embodiments of the invention. Auto correction software are 
known by the people skilled in the art. For example, when a user tries to enter the word 
"network", he first presses the key 8108 of the keypad to which the letter "n" is assigned 
and simultaneously says "net". To the same key 8108 the letter "m" is also assigned. In 
some situations, the system may misrecognize the user's speech and select a character set 
such as "met" for said speech. The user proceeds to entering the next syllable by pressing 
the key 8104 corresponding to the first letter, "w", of said syllable and says "work,,. The 
system recognizes the phoneme set "work" pronounced by the user and selects a • -
corresponding character set "work". Now the system assembles the two selected character 
sets and gets the word "metwork". By comparing this word with the words existing in the 
dictionary of the words database of the system, the system can not match said assembled 
word with any of said words of said database. The system then will try to match said 
assembled word with the most resembling word. In this case, according to one hypothesis 
the system may replace the letter "m" by the Jetter "n", providing the word "network", 
which is available in said dictionary. According to another hypothesis, by considering that 
"m", and "n" may be misrecognized by the voice recognition system and both are located 
on a same key, the system will replace the phoneme set "met' by the "phoneme set "net' 
and select the character set "net' assigned to the phoneme set "net". Then, by replacing the 
character set "met" by the character set "net', the word 'network" will be assembled. Said 
word is available in the dictionary of the words of the system. It will finally be selected. 

In another example, entering "that" may be recognized as "vat" by the system. Same 
procedure will disambiguate said word and will provide the correct word, "that". 

In another example, if the system does not match an assembled group of characters with a 
word of the dictionary, the auto-correction software of the system may evaluate the 
position of the characters of said assembled character-set (relating to each other) in a 
corresponding portion ( e.g. syllable) and /or within said assembled group of characters, and 
tries to match said group of characters to a word of the dictionary. For example, if a 
character is missing within said chain/group of characters, by said comparison with the 
words of the dictionary, the system may recognize the error and output/input the right 
word. For example, if a user enters the word "un-der-s-tand'' (e.g. in 4 portions), and 
forgets to enter the portion "s" of said word, one of the assembled group of characters may 
be the chain of characters "undertand". By considering the characters of said chain of 
characters and their position relating to each other in said chain,. and comparing said chain 
of characters with the words of the dictionary, the system may recognize that the intended 
word is the word "understand" and eventually either will input/output said word or may 
present it to the user for user's decision. The auto-correction software of the system may 
have part of, or all of the functionalities any auto-correction software known by the people 
skilled in the art. 

Words such as "to', "too", or "two", having the same pronunciation, may follow special 
rules. For example, the most commonly used word among these words is the word "to". 
This word may be entered according to the embodiment of the invention. The output for 
this operation will be the word "to" by default. The word "too', may be entered (in two 
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syllables) by pressing the key corresponding to the letter "t", while saying "too". Before 

pressing the end-of-the-word key, the user may also enter an additional character "o'', by 

pressing the key corresponding to the letter "o", and saying "o". Now he may press the 

endpoint key. The word "too" will be recognized and inputted. To enter the word "two", 

the system may either enter it character by character, or assign a special speech such as 

"tro" to said word and enter it using this embodiment. Also for example, to enter "two", the 

user may press the key 8101 and pronounce a long "too". To enter the digit "2", the user 

presses the corresponding key 8102, and pronounces said digit. 

A very interesting issue has just been mentioned. For example, by saying "fiv" and 

pressing the key 8109 corresponding to the first letter of the word "five", the word "five" 

will be entered. Interestingly, by saying "fiv" and pressing the key 8105 corresponding to 

the digit "5", the digit "five" will be entered. By saying a word having two different output 

symbols, and using key presses, the user intention is clarified. This is one of the 

shortcomings of the data entry by the speech alone wherein the user intention may not be 

considered by the voice/speech recognition system. Also for example, to a same digit, more 

than one speeches may be assigned. For example, to the digit "4", two speeches, "four", 

and "forty", may be assigned. A user may produce the number "45", by either saying 

"four", "five" while pressing the corresponding keys, or he may say "forty five" while 

pressing the same keys. Also when a user presses the key 8106 and says "seven", the digit 

"7" will be inputted. This is because to enter the word "seven'', the user may press the key 

8106, and say "se". He then may press the key 8101 and say 'ven". 

In other languages such as French, wherein the speech of the digit "7", comprises one 

syllable, for disambiguation purpose, a custom made speech having two syllables may be 

assigned to the character set "sept". For example, the word "septo" may be created by a 

user and added to the dictionary of the word. This word may be pointed to the word "sept" 

in the dictionary. When a user enters the word "septo" (according to the current 

embodiment of the invention) the system will find said word in the dictionary of the words 

of the system. Instead of inputting/outputting said word, the system will input/output the 

word pointed by the word "septo". Said word is the word "sept". The created symbols 

pointing to the words of the dictionary data base may be arranged in a separate database 

It must be noted that the sub-speech-level data entry system of the invention is based on the 

recognition of the speech of at least part of a word ( e.g. sub speech of a word). Considering 

that many words in one or more languages may have common sub-speeches, by slightly 

modifying/adding phoneme sets and assign the corresponding characters to said phoneme 

sets, a multi-lingual data entry system may become available. For example, many 

languages such as English, German, Arabic, Hebrew, and even Chinese languages, may 

comprise words having portions/syllables with similar pronunciation. 

It is understood that a user may add new standard or custom-made words and 

corresponding speech to the dictionary database of the system. accordingly, the system may 

produce corresponding key press values and speech models and add to corresponding 

databases. 
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As mentioned before, to enter a word, a user may press a key corresponding to the first 
character/letter of a first portion of a word and speak (the phonemes of) said portions. If 
said word is spoken in more than one portions, the user may repeat this procedure for each 
of the remaining portions of said word. 
According to one embodiment of the invention, when the user presses a key corresponding 
to the first letter of a portion (such as a syllable) of a word and speaks said portion, the 
voice/speech recognition system hears said user's speech and tries to match at least a 
portion (preferably, at least the beginning portion) of said speech to the phoneme sets 
assigned to said key. The best matched phoneme sets are selected and the corresponding 
character sets will be selected by the system. After entering the entire word by repeating 
the same procedure for each portion (e.g. syllable) of said word, one or more character sets 
for each portion (e.g. syllable) of said word may be selected, respectively. The system now, 
may have one or more character sets for each portion (syllable) of a word wherein each 

. character set may comprise at least part of the (preferably, the beginning) characters of said 
syllables. The system then, will try to match each of said characters sets to the ( e.g. 
beginning) characters of the corresponding syllables of the words of a dictionary of the 
words data base of the system. The best matched word(s) will be selected. In many cases 
only one word of the dictionary will be selected. Said word will be inputted/outputted. If 
more than one word available is selected, said words may be presented to the user (e.g. in a 
list printed at the display) and the user may select one of them by for example pressing a 
"select" key. 

For example, by using the table of the fig. 85, to enter the word "trying" (e.g. phonemes 
"tri-ing), the user may first press the key 8101 and say "tri''. The system matches the user's 
speech to the corresponding phoneme set assigned to the key 8101 and selects the 
corresponding character sets ( e.g. in this example,· "try'\ "tri"). The user then presses the 
key 8103 corresponding to the character "i" and says "ing". In this case, the system 
matches the beginning of the user's speech to the phoneme set "in" assigned to the key 
8103 (e.g. phoneme set "ing" does not exist in the exemplary data base, therefore it is not 
assigned to said key) and selects the corresponding character set "in". The user now has 
finished to enter the word and he enters an endpoint (e.g. end of the word) symbol such as 

• pressing a space key or pressing any key without speaking ( e.g. pressing a key and not 
speaking may be assigned to characters such as punctuation marks, PC functions, etc. This 
matter has already been explained in the PCT applications that have already been filed by 
this inven.tor). The system now may create different groups of characters each comprising 
possible characters of at least part of the beginning characters of each syllable of the 
desired word. In this example, two group of characters may be created. Said groups of 
characters are: 

"tri .:. in " 
and; 

"try - in" 

Only the second group of characters ( e.g. "try in") corresponds to an existing word in the 
English dictionary wherein said word comprises the letters "try" at the beginning of its first 
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syllable, and also comprises the letters "in" at the beginning of another (e.g. second) 

syllable of said word. Said word is the word "trying". 

In this system the quantity of phoneme sets/speech models necessary for recognition of 

many entire words may dramatically be reduced. On the other hand the number of the sets 

of character representing said phoneme sets may be augmented but will not have a 

significant impact on the amount of memory needed. 

In many cases only one of said assembled characters may match a word in the dictionary. 

Said word will be inputted/outputted. If more than one assembly of character sets 

correspond to words available in the dictionary, said words may be presented to the user 

(e.g. in a list printed at the display) and the user may select one of them by for example 

pressing a "select" key. 

As mentioned before, the system may select a word according to one or more of said 

selected character/phoneme sets corresponding to speech/sub-speech of said word. 

In some cases, the system may not consider one or more of said selected 

character/phoneme sets, considering that they were erroneously selected by the system. 

Also, according to the needs, the system may consider only ·part of the characters/phonemes 

of a phoneme/character set selected by the system. For example, if the user attempts to 

enter the word "demonstrating", in four portions "de-mons-tra-ting", and the system 

erroneously selects the character sets, "des-month-tra-ting", according to one recognition 

method ( e.g. comparison of said character/phoneme sets with the words of the dictionary), 

the system may not find a word corresponding to assembly of said sets of characters. The 

system then, may notice that by considering the letters "de" (e.g. few begging letters) of the 

first selected character-set and the letters "mon" (few begging letters) of the second 

character-set, also considering the third and forth character sets, the intended word may be 

the word "demonstrating". Also as needed, the system may add characters to an assembled 

( of the selected character sets) chain of characters or delete characters from said chain of 

characters to match it to a best matching word of the dictionary. For example, if the user 

attempts to enter the word "sit-ting", in two portions, and the system erroneously selects 

the character sets, "si-ting", according to a recognition method ( e.g. comparison of said 

character/phoneme sets with the words of the dictionary), the system may decide that a 

letter "t" must be added after the letter "i", within said chain of characters to match it to the 

word "sitting". In another example, if the user attempts to enter the word "mee-ting", in 

two portions, and the system erroneously selects the character sets, "meet-ting", according 

to a recognition method (e.g. comparison of said character/phoneme sets with the words of 

the dictionary), the system may decide that a letter "t" must be deleted after the letter "e", 

in said chain of characters to match it to the word "meeting". 

Having a same phoneme at the end of a portion of a word ( e.g. said word having more than 

one portion/syllable) and at the beginning of the following portion of said word may permit 

better recognition accuracy by the system. 
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According to one embodiment of the invention, for example, to ·phoneme-sets (assigned to 

a key) terminating with a phoneme such as a vowel, additional phoneme-sets comprising 

said phoneme-set and an additional phoneme such as a consonant at its end may be 

considered and assigned to said key. This may augment the recognition accuracy. For 

example, by referring to Fig. 81, when entering the word "coming" comprising two 

portions "co-ming", the user may press the keys 8102 say "co", then he may immediately 

press the key 8108 and say "ming". Because the first portion of the sub-speech is too short, 

if the phoneme-set "com" is not assigned to the same key 8102 wherein the phoneme-set 

"co" is assigned, while pressing said key and saying "co", it may happen that the system 

may misrecognize the speech of said portion by the user and select an erroneous phoneme­

set such as "call". On the other hand if the phoneme-set 'com" is also assigned to said key, 

the beginning phoneme "m" of the portion "ming" would be similar to the ending phoneme 

"m" of the phoneme-set "com". In this case the system may select two phoneme-sets "com­

rning" and their corresponding character-sets, (e.g. "com/come", and "ming" as example). 

After comparing the assembled character-sets with the words of the dictionary, the system 

may decide to eliminate one "m" in one of said assembled character-set and match said 

assembled character-set it to the word "coming" of the dictionary database. 

To permit better recognition of the speech pronounced by the users that, in many cases, 

may be natives of non English spoken regions, character sets assigned to phoneme sets 

(such as "vo" and "tho") having ambiguously similar pronunciation, may be assigned to all 

of said phoneme sets. 

Entering data such as text through a small keypad severely reduces the data entry speed. 

The data entry systems of the invention based on pressing a single key for each 

portion/syllable of a word, while speaking said portion/syllable dramatically augments the 

data entry speed. The system has also many other advantages. One advantage of the system 

is that the system may recognize (with high accuracy) a word by pressing maybe a single 

key per each portion (e.g. syllable) of said word. Another great advantage of the system is 

that the users do not have to worry about misspelling/mistyping a word which, particularly, 

in word predictive data entry systems result in misrecognition/non-recognition of an entire 

word. Also another great advantage of the system is in that when a user presses the key 

corresponding to the first letter of a portion of a word, he speaks (said portion) during said 

key press. At the end of a word, the user may enter a default symbol such as a punctuation 

mark (assigned to a key) by pressing said key without speaking. As mentioned before, this 

key press may also be used as the end-of-the-word signal. For example, a user may enter 

the word "hi", by pressing the key 8103 and simultaneously say "hf'. He then may press 

the key 8107 without speaking. This will inform that the entry of the word is ended and the 

symbol"," must be added at the end of said word. The final input/output will be the 

character set "hi,". 

The data entry system described in this invention is a derivation of the data entry systems 

described in the PCTs and US provisional applications filed by this inventor. The 

combinations of a character by character data entry system providing a full PC keyboard 

function as described in the previous applications and a word/portion-of-a-word level data 

entry system as described in said PCT application and here in this application will provide 
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a complete fast, easy and natural data entry in mobile (and even in fix) environments • 
pennitting quick data entry through keyboards having reduced number of keys (e.g. 
keypads) of small electronic devices. 

As mentioned before, the data entry system of the invention may use any keyboard such 
as a PC keyboard. Also as mentioned, according to the data entry system of the invention, 
a symbol on a key of a keyboard may be entered by pressing said key without speaking. 
The data entry system of the invention may optimistically function with a keyboard such 
as a standard PC keyboard wherein a single symbol is assigned to a predefined pressing 
action on one or more keys. As is known by people using computer keyboards such as the 
one shown in Fig. 90, for example, by pressing a key 9001 of a PC keyboard 9000, the 
letter "b" may be entered. Also for example, by pressing, simultaneously, the shift key 
9002 and the key 9003, the symbol"#" may be entered. 

By combining the data entry system of the invention with such a keyboard, on one hand a 
user may use said keyboard as usual by pressing the keys corresponding the desired data 
without speaking said data (this pennits to enter single letters, punctuation characters, 
numbers, commands, etc., without speaking), and on the other hand, said user may enter a 
desired data ( e.g. word/part-of-a-word) by speaking said data and pressing (preferably 
simultaneously) the corresponding key(s). For example, by using a keyboard such as a 
PC keyboard, to enter the letter "b", the user may press the key 9001 without speaking. 
To enter the word/syllable "band", the user may press the key 9001 and (preferably, 
simultaneously) say "band". Without the necessity of additional manipulation for 
changing modes, this, on one hand pennits the user to work with the keyboard as usual, 
and on the other hand enables said user to enter a macro such as a word/part-of-the-word 
by speaking said macro and (preferably, simultaneously) pressing the corresponding one 
or more key. 

As mentioned before, the combinations of a character by character data entry system 
providing a full PC keyboard function as described in the previous applications and a 
word/portion-of-a-word level data entry system as described in said PCT application and 
here in this application will provide a complete fast, easy and natural data entry system. 

Speech of a word may be comprised of one or more sub-speeches also corresponding to 
single characters. For example, by referring to Fig. 81, when a user presses the key 8102 
of the keypad 8100 and says "b", said data entered, may correspond to the letter "b", the 
word "be", and the word "bee". According to one embodiment, the system may assign 
the highest priority to the character level data, considering ( e.g. in this example, the letter 
"b") as the first choice to eventually being inputted/presented to the user. If this is not 
what the user intended to enter, he then may eithe~ continue to enter the rest of the word, 
character by character, or he, for example, may press an end key to finish the entry of 
said word and then for example, manipulate a select-key to navigate between the other 
choices (e.g. "be", and "bee", in this example) and select the one he desires . 

. According to this method, also for example, while entering a word/chain-of-characters 
starting with a sub-speech corresponding to a single character and also eventually 
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corresponding to the speech of a word/part-of-a-word assigned to said key, said character 

may be given the highest priority and eventually being printed on the display of a 

corresponding device, even before the end-of-the-word signal is inputted by the user. If 

the next part-of-the-speech/sub-speech entered, may still correspond/also-correspond to a 

single letter, this procedure may be repeated. If an end-of-the-word signal such as a space 

key occurs, said chain of characters may be given the highest priority and may remain on 

the display. Proceeding to a next task, such as entering the next word, will be considered 

as confirmation of acceptance of said chain of characters by the user. If the same data 

entered also corresponds to one or more words matched by the system, said words may 

also be available/presented to the user. If said printed chain of single characters is not 

what the user intended to enter, the user may, for example, use a select key to navigate 

between said words and select the one he desires. • 

With continuous description of this embodiment of the invention, if one of the data 

(speech/part-of-the-speech and/or key press) entered during entering a word/part-of-a­

word, does not correspond to a single character and at the end-of-the-word signal has 

been inputted, then said displayed characters may be erased and instead, the word 

(corresponding to said data) with highest priority may be presented to the user. If the 

same data entered aiso corresponds to more words, said words may also be presented to 

the.user, ifhe desires. In this case, the user may, for example, use a select key to navigate 

between said words and select the word he desires. 

By using a standard telephone keypad and the data entry of the system of the invention, 

there may notice that in English language there are no words with more than one syllable 

wherein the speech of all of said syllables also correspond to single letters on the 

corresponding keys. 

There are several one-syllable words which correspond to a character on a corresponding 

key (e.g. "b, be, bee", or "t, tea, tee"). As mentioned, in those cases, said single letters 

may be given the highest priority. 

According to the above-mentioned principles, for example: 
- • to enter "b", the user presses the key 8102 and says "b" 

- to enter "bmx", the user presses the corresponding keys while pronouncing the 

corresponding letters 
. - to enter "bmx95", the user presses the corresponding keys and pronounces the 

corresponding characters 
- to enter the word "before", the user either presses the corresponding keys while 

pronouncing the corresponding letters (e.g. character by character data entry), or 

for example, he first presses the key 8102 and (preferably, simultaneously) says 

"be" and then he presses the key 8109 and says "for". At the end he enters an end­

of-the-wo;rd signal such as pressing a space key (e.g. word/portion-of-a-word data 

entry system). 
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The advantage of this method is in that the user may combine character by character data 
entry of the invention with the word/part-of-the-word data entry system of the invention, 
without switching between different modes. 

The data entry system of the invention is a comp let~ data entry system enabling a user at 
any moment to either enter arbitrary chain of characters comprising symbols such as 
letters, numbers, punctuation characters, (PC) commands, or enter words existing in a 
dictionary database. 

According to one embodiment of the invention,. the character-sets ( corresponding to the 
speech of a word/part-of-a-word) selected by the system may be presented to the user 
before the procedure of assembly and comparison with the word of the dictionary 
database is started. For example, after each entry of a portion of a word, the character-sets 
corresponding to said entered data may immediately be presented to the user. The 
advantage of this method is in that immediately after entering a portion of a word, the 
user may verify if said portion of the word was misrecognized by the system. In this case 

• the user may erase said portion and repeat (or if necessary, enter said portion, character 
by character) said entry until the correct characters corresponding to said portion are 
entered. Instead of erasing one by one the characters corresponding to an entered portion 
of a word, a key permitting to erase the entire characters corresponding to said portion 
may be provided. According to one embodiment of the invention, a same key may be 
used to erase an entire word and/or a portion ofa word. For example, a single press on 
said key may result the erasing an entered portion of a word ( e.g. a cursor situated. 
immediately after said portion by the system/user indicates the system that said portion 
will be deleted). Also for example, a double press on said key may result in erasing all of 
the portions entered for said word ( e.g. a cursor may be situated immediately after the the 
portions to be deleted to informs the system that all portions of a word situated before 
said cursor must be deleted). • 

It may happen that a user desires to enter a chain of characters such as "systemXBS" 
comprising entire word(s) and single character(s). 

According to one embodiment, after each entry of the data corresponding to a portion of 
said chain of characters or at the end of the entry of said entire chain of characters, the 
system may recognize that there is no word in the dictionary that corresponds to the 
selected character-sets corresponding to each portion of the word. In other hand the 
system may recognize that the assembly of some of sequential selected character-sets, 
correspond to a word in the dictionary database while the others correspond to single 
characters. In this case the system will form an output comprising of said characters and 
words in a single chain of characters. In the example above, the word "systemXBS" may 
be entered in five portions, "sys-tem-x-b-5". 

For example, by using a telephone keypad such as the one shown in fig. 81, the selected 
character-sets corresponding to the key press and speech of each portion may be as 
follow: 
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portion 
character-set 

/ 

sys 
sis/sys 

tern . x 
tern/theme/ x 

b 
b/be/bee 

5 
5 

After assembly/comparing said portions with the words of a dictionary, the system may 
recognize that there is no word in the database matching the assemblies of said selected 
character-sets. Then the system may recognize that there are on one hand some portions 
corresponding to a single character, and on the other hands a single character-set or 
combination of successive other portions correspond to the word(s) in said database. The 
system then inputs/outputs said combination. In our example, the system may recognize 
that the assembly of a first and a second character-set "sys" and "tern", matches the word 
"system". The third and fifth character-sets correspond to the letter "x" and the number 
"5" respectively. The forth portion may correspond either to the letter "b", or to the 
words "be" and "bee". 

The system may present to the user the following choices according their priority: 
"systemxb5" 
"systemxbe5" 
"systemxbee5" 

It is understood that for easing the recognition procedure of chain of characters 
comprising single characters and an entire word, the user may signal the start/end of said 
words/characters in said chain by a predefined signal such as pressing a predefined key. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a word being divided into more than one 
portions for being inputted, may preferably, be divided in a manner that, when possible, 
the speech of said portions start with a vowel. For example, the word "rherchandize" may 
be divided in portions "merch-and-ize". Also for example, the word "manipulate" may be 
divided into "man-ip-ul-ate". 

Also for better results, the selected character-sets corresponding to a phoneme-set 
corresponding to the speech of a portion of a word may consider the corresponding 
phoneme-sets when said character-sets are compared with the words of the dictionary 
database. For example, in English language, the corresponding character-sets for the 
phoneme-set "ar" may be character-sets such as "air", "ar", and "are". The corresponding 
character-sets for the phoneme-set "ar" may be "are", and "ar". In this example, both 
phoneme-sets have similar character-sets, "are", and "ar". In case of misrecognition of 
the input, the system may attempt for a disambiguation or correction procedure. Knowing 
to which phoneme-set a character-set is related, may help the system to better proceed to 
said procedure. For example, if the user intends to enter the word "ar", and the system 
erroneously recognizes said speech as "ab" (e.g. no meaning in this example). Relating 
character-sets for said erroneously recognized phoneme-set may be character-sets such as 
"abe", "ab". By considering said phoneme-set, the system will be directed towards the 
words such as "aim", "ail", "air", etc. (e.g. relating to the phoneme "a"), rather than the 
words such as "an", "am" (e.g. relating to the phoneme "a").-

As mentioned before, phoneme sets representing more than one syllable of a word may 
also be considered and assigned to a key. Also as mentioned before, an entire word may 
be entered by speaking it and simultaneously pressing a key corresponding to the first 

85 



phoneme/character of said word. Even a chain of words may be assigned to a key. It may 
happen that the system does not recognize a phoneme-ser (e.g. sub-speech), of a word 
having more than one sub-speech ( e.g. syllable). In this case, two or more consecutive 
sub-speeches (e.g. syllables) of said word may be assigned to a key. Referring to fig. 81, 
for example, the word "da-ta" ( e.g. wherein for example, the system misrecognises the 
phoneme-set "ta"), may be assigned to the key 8109. To enter said word, the user may 
press the key 8109 and say "data". 

Press and speak data entry system of the invention permits to enter words, therefore an 
end-of-the-word procedure may automatically or manually being managed by the system 
or by the user, respectively. 

As described before, there are at least two kinds of words being entered: 
- Words being entered in one portion by a single sub-speech/speech (e.g. words 

having one syllable) combined with the corresponding key press(es) 
- Words being divided into more than one portion (e.g. words having more than one 

syllable, or words having one syllable but comprising multiple consecutive 
consonants or vowels) and being entered by sub-speech/speech corresponding to 
each portion combined with the corresponding key press( es) for each portion. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, when an entire word corresponding to an 
existing word in a database of the words of a language is entered and the user enters an 
end-of-the-word signal such as pressing an "End-of-a-Word" key, then said word will 
consider the result of said data entered for being inputted/outputted. According to 
predefined system design/mode, the system may consider to add or not to add a character 
such as a space character at the end of said result. If the system or the user, do not enter a 
symbol such as a space character or an enter-function after said word, the next entered 
word/character will be attached to the end of said word. 

• Example: 
"FOR" followed by an "End-of-the-Word" key (no spacing), results "FOR" 

According to another embodiment of the invention, when an entire word corresponding 
to an existing word in a database of the words of a language is entered and the user enters 
additional symbols such as at least a space character, at least a punctuation mark, or at 
least an "enter'' function at the end of said word, then said word and said additional 
symbols are entered. 

Examples: 
"FOR" followed by an " " results "FOR" 
"FOR" followed by a "," results "FOR," 
"FOR" followed by an "." results "FOR." 

According to one embodiment of the invention, when a user enters a word corresponding 
to an existing word in a dictionary database of the words of a language and then said user 
enters a next word (without entering an end-of-the-word signal such as a space character 
between said two consecutive words) also corresponding to an existing word in the 
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dictionary, but the assembly of said two words does not correspond to a word in a 
dictionary of words database, then the system will automatically add a space character 
between said two words. 

Example: "FOR" followed by "SOME" results "FOR SOME" 

According to one embodiment of the invention, when a user enters a word corresponding 
to an existing word in a dictionary database of the words of a language and then said user 
enters a next word (without entering an end-of-the-word signal such as a space character 
between said two consecutive words) also corresponding to an existing word in the 
dictionary, and the assembly of said two words also correspond to a word in a dictionary 
of words database, then the system may present-two choices to the user. A first choice 
may be the assembly of said two words (without a space character between them), and 
the second choice will be said two words comprising one (or more) space character 
between them. According to factors such as predefined system design, meaning of 

• assembled and separate meaning of said words, phrase concept, etc., the system may give 
may a higher priority to one of said choices and may print it on the display of the 
corresponding device for user confirmation. The user, then, will decide which one to 
select. For example, proceeding to the entry of the next word/character will inform the 
user that the first choice was confirmed. 

Example 1: 
"FOR" followed by "GIVE''·may result a first choice 
"FOR" followed by "GIVE" may result a second choice 

Example 2: 

"FORGIVE" 
"FOR GIVE" 

"WORK" followed by "MAN" may result • "WORKMAN" 
"WORK" followed by "MAN" also may result "WORK MAN" 

The above-mentioned procedure may be repeated for the following word(s) also 
corresponding to the same principles. 

Example: 
"WORKMAN" followed by "SHIP" may results "WORKMANSHIP" 
"WORKMAN" foIJowed by "SHIP" may also result "WORKMAN SHIP" 

According to one embodiment of the invention, when a first word corresponding to an 
existing word in a database of the words of a language is entered and the user enters a 
next word/portion-of-a-word to the end of said first word (with no space character 
between them) and said next word/portion does not corresponds to an existing word in 
the dictionary, but said next word/portion assembled with said first word corresponds to a 
word in the dictionary, then the system will automatically attach said first word and said 
second word/portion to provide a single word. 

Example: 
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"FOR" followed by "CING" results "FORCING" 
"FORGIVE" followed by "NESS'' results "FORGIVENESS" 

According to one embodiment of the_ invention, when a first entered word/portion-of-a­

word does not exist in a database of the words of a language and the user enters a next 

word/potion-of-a-word, the system will assemble said first and next portions and 
compares said assembly with the words in a dictionary. If said assembly corresponds to a 

word in said dictionary, then the system selects said word and eventually presents it to the 

user for confirmation. 

Example: 
"SYS" followed by "TEM" results "SYSTEM" 

It is understood, that for better results, also for reducing the ambiguity, automatic end-of­

the-word procedure may be combined with user intervention. For example, pressing a 

space key at the end of a portion, may inform the system that said portion must be 
assembled with at least one portion preceding it. The system may also place a space 

character at the end of said assembled word. 

Example 1: without user intervention, the following situation may occur: 
"FOR" followed by "GIVE" may result a first choice, "FORGIVE" 
''FOR" followed by "GIVE" may result also a second choice, "FOR GIVE" 

Example 2: with user intervention, the following situation may occur: 
"FOR" followed by "GIVE" followed " " may result one choice, "FORGIVE " 

. Entering the system into a manual/semi-automatic/automatic end-of-the-word 
mode/procedure may be optional. A user may inform the system by a means such as a 

mode button for entering into said procedure or exiting from it. This is because in many 

cases the user may prefer to manually handle the end-of-the-word issues. 

As mentioned in a previous embodiment, the user may desire to, arbitrary, enter one or 

more words within a chain of characters. This matter has already been described in one of 

the previous embodiments of the invention. 

Example: "91SYSTEMep7" 

According to one embodiment of the invention, the system may present to the user, the 

current entered word/potion-of-a word (e.g. immediately) after its entry (e.g. speech and 

corresponding key press) and before an "end-of-the-word" signal has been inputted. This 

will be a dynamic recognition processing. The system may match said portion with the 

words of the dictionary, relate said portion to previous words/portions-of-words, current 
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phrase context, etc., to decide which output to present to the user. The system may also, 
simply present said portion, as-it-is, to the user. This procedure may also enable the user 
to enter words without spacing between them. For example, after a selected result (e.g. 
word) presented to the user has been selected by him, the user may proceed to entering 
the following word/potion-of-a-word without adding a space character between said first 
word and said following word/portion-of-a word. The system will attach said two words. 

Example: 
"PRESS" followed by "SPEAK" results "PRESSSPEAK" 

In additional to standard words in a dictionary, the word database of the system may also 
comprise abbreviations, words comprising special characters (e.g. "it's"), etc. 

Referring to Fig. 81, for example, when a user presses the key 8103 and says "its", the 
system may select the words, "its", and "it's" assigned to said key and said (portion of) 
speech. The system may either itself select one of said words ( e.g. according to phrase 
concept, previous word, etc.) as the final selection or it may present said selected words 
to the user for final selection by him. In this case the system, for example, may print the 
word with highest priority (e.g. "its") at the display of the corresponding device. If this is 
what the user desired to enter, then the user may use a predefined confirmation means 
such as pressing a predefined key or proceeding to entering the following data (e.g. text). 
Proceeding to entering the following data (e.g. text) may be considered by the system as 
the confirmation of the acceptance of the current proposed word. If said printed/proposed 
word is not what the user intended to enter, then the user may select the other selected 
words (e.g. "it's'') by a selecting means provided within the system. 

As mentioned in previous applications, symbols (e.g. speech/phoneme-sets/character­
sets/etc.) may be assigned to a mode/actioti such as double-pressing on for example, a key, 
combined with/without speaking. According to one embodimei1t of the invention, an 
ambiguous word(s)/part-of-a-word may be assigned to said mode/action. For example, the 
words "tom" and "tone" (e.g. assigned to a same key 8101) may cause ambiguity when 
they are pronounced by a user. One solution to disambiguate them may be in assigning 
each of them to a different mode/action. For example, a user may single press (e.g. pressing 
once) the key 8 l O I and say "tom" to enter the character-set "tom'' of the example. Also 
said user may double-press the key 810 I and say "ton" to enter the character-set "tone" of 
the example. 

Also for example, a first phoneme-set (e.g. corresponding to at least part of the speech of a 
word) ending ,,vith a vowel may cause ambiguity with a second phoneme-set which 
comprises said first phoncmc-~et at the beginning of it and includes additional phoneme(s). 
Said first phoneme-set and said second phoneme-set may be assigned to two different 
modes. This may significantly augment the accuracy of voice/speech recognition, in noisy 
environments. For example, the phoneme-set ''ma-,, may cause ambiguity with the 
phoneme-set "mall" when they are pronounced by a user. For better disambiguation, each 
of them may be assigned to a different mode. For example, the phoneme-set "ma" may be 
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assigned to a single-press of a corresponding key and the phoneme-set "mall" may be 
assigned to a double-press on said corresponding key. 

According to another embodiment of the inven'tion, the symbols (e.g. phoneme-sets) 
causing ambiguity may be assigned to different corresponding modes/actions such as 
pressing different keys. Although obviously it is not convenient, in the example above, the 
first phoneme-set ''ma" may, for example, be assigned to a first key such as 8 IO l, and the 
second phoneme-set ''mall" may be assigned to another key. 

Also, according to one embodiment of the invention, a first phoneme-set represented by a 
at least a character representing the beginning phoneme of said first phoneme-set may be 
assigned to a first action/mode, and a second phoneme-set represented by at least a 
character representing the beginning phoneme of said second phoneme-set may be assigned 
to a second action/mode, and so on. For example, the phoneme-sets starting with a 
represe.nting character "s" may be assigned to a single press on the key 810 I, and the 
phoneme-sets starting with a representing character such as "sh" or ''t", may be assigned to 
a double press on, the same key 810 l, or another key. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, single letters (e.g. "a" to "z") may be 
assigned to a first mode/action and words/portion-of-words may be assigned to a second 
action/mode. For example, a single letter may be assigned to a single press on a 
corresponding key (e.g. combining with user's speech of said letter), and a word/portion­
of-a-word may be assigned to a double press on a corresponding key. According to this 
example, a user may combine a letter-by-letter data entry and a word/part-of-a-word data 
entry. For this purpose, on one hand, said user may provide a letter-by-letter data entry by 
single presses on the keys corresponding to the letters to be entered while speaking said 
letters, and on the other hand, said user may provide a word/part-of-a-word data entry by . 
double presses on the keys corresponding to the word/part-of-a-word to be entered while 
speaking said word/part-of-a-word. • 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a means such as a button press may be 
provided for the above-mentioned purpose. For example, by pressing a mode button the 
system may enter into a character-by-character data entry system and by re-pressing the 
same button or pressing another button, the system may enter into a word/part-of-a-word 

• data entry systeni. According to this embodiment, in a corresponding mode, a user may for 
example, enter a character or a word/part-of-a-word by a single pressing action on a 
corresponding key and speaking the corresponding character (e.g. letter) or word/part-of-a-­
word. 

Also words/portion-of-words having similar pronunciation may be assigned to different 
modes, for example, according to their priority, in general, or in the corresponding phrase. 
In this case, for example, a first word/portion-of-word may be assigned to a mode such as a 
single press, and a second word/prniion-of-word may be assigned to a mode such as a 
double press on a co1Tcsponding key, and so on. For example, words "by" and "buy" have 
similar pronunciations. A user may enter the word "by" by a single press on a key assigned 
to the letter "b" and saying "bi"'. Said user may enter the word "buy" (e.g. having lower 

90 



( 
( 

priority, in genera]) by applying a double press on a key corresponding to the letter "b" and 

saying "bi". Also for example, the syllable/character-set "bi" (also pronounced "bi"), may 

be assigned to a third mode such as a triple tapping on a key, and so on. 

As mentioned before, the different assembly of selected character-sets relating to the 
speech of at least one portion of a word may correspond to more than a word in a 
dictionary data base. Also as mentioned before, a selecting means such as a ''select-key" 

may be used to select an intended word among those matched words. A higher priority 
(when there are more than one selected words) may be assigned to a word according to 

the context of the phrase to which it belongs. Also, higher priority (when there are mcire 

than one selected words) may be assigned to a word according to the context of at least 

one of the, previous and/or the following portion(s)-of -words/words. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, each of said matched words may be 
assigned to a different mode of the data entry system of the invention. For example, when 

a user presses a key corresponding to the letter "b" and says "be", two words "be" and 
"bee" may be selected by the system. To avoid the use of for example, a "select-key", 

according to this embodiment, a first selection "be" may be assigned to a mode such as a 
single-press mode and a second selection 'bee" may be assigned to a mode such as a 
double-press mode. According to this embodiment, in the example above, a user may 

press once the key co1Tesponding to "b" and says "be" to provide "be". He also, may 
double press the same key and say "be" to provide "bee". 

According to one embodiment of the invention, some of the spacing issues may also be 
assigned to a mode such as a single-press mode or a double-press mode. For example, in 

automatic spacing procedure, the attaching/detaching (e.g. of portions-of-words/words) 
functions may be assigned to a double-press mode. According to this embodiment, a 
word/portion-of-a-word assigned to this mode may be attached to a word/portion entered 

before or being entered after this word/po1iion. For example, when if a user enters a word 
such as the word "for" by a single press (e.g. while speaking it), a space character may 

automatically be provided before (or after, or both before and after) said word. lf same 

word is entered by a double-press (e.g. while speaking it), said word may be attached to 

the previous word/po1iion-of-word; or to the word/pm1ion-of-word entered after it. 

In the example above, also for example, a double press after the entry of a word/portion­

of-a-word may cause the· same result. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, for automatic spacing purposes, some of 

the words/part-of-the-words assigned to corresponding phoneme-sets, may include at 
least one space character at the end of them. In this case, when said space is not required, 

it may, automatically, be deleted by the system. Characters such as punctuation marks, 

entered at the end of a word may be located (e.g. by the system) before said space. For 

example: 

"word" followed by "," results "word," 
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.. According to another embodiment of the invention, for automatic spacing purposes some 
of the words/part-of-the-words assigned to corresponding phoneme-sets, may include at 
least one space character at the beginning of them. ln this case, when said space is not 
required (e.g. for the first word of a line), it may be deleted by the system. Because the 
space character is located at the beginning of the words, characters such as single letters 
or the punctuation marks may, as usual, be entered at the end of a word (e.g. attached to 
it). 

According to one embodiment of the invention, during data entry including automatic 
spacing procedure, an action such as a key press for attaching the cun-ent portion/word to 
the previous/following portion/word may be provided. For example, if a space is 
automatically provided between two (e.g. current and precedent) words/portions, a 
predefined action such as a key press may eliminate said space and attach said two 
words/portions. Example: 

"for''+ "give"+ a predefined key-press, results ''forui ve" I:> 

Ac-cording to another embodiment of the invention, a longer duration of pronunciation of 
a vowel of a worcl/syllable/portion-of-a-word, ending with said vowel, may cause a better 
disambiguation procedure by the speech recognition of the invention. For example, 
pronouncing a more significant laps of time, the vowel "o" when saying "vo" may inform 
the system that the word/portion-of-a-word to be entered is "vo" and not for example, the 
word/portion-of-a-word "vol". 

According to one embodiment of the invention, by using a predefined means such as a 
predefined key pressing action, the data to be inputted may be capitalized. For example, 
by pressing a "Caps Lock" key the· letters/words/part-of-words entered by a user may be 
inputted/outputted in uppercase letters. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a letter/wcird/paii-of-word in lowercase 
may be assigned to a first mode such as a single press on a corresponding key (e.g. 
combined withhvithout the speech of said letter/word/pmi-of-word) and a 
letter/word/part-of-word in uppercase may be assigned to a second mode such as a double 
press on a corresponding key (e.g. combined with/without the speech of said 
letter/word/part-of-word). For example, to provide the word (e.g. character-set) 
"thought", a user may single press the key 8101 and say "thought". To produce the word 
(e.g. character-set) ''.THOUGHT", said user may double press the key 8101 and say 
"thought". This may permit to locally capitalize an input. 

Also, according to a similar principle, a word/part-of-word having its first letter in 
uppercase and the rest of it in lowercase, may be assigned to a mode such as a single­
press mode, double-press mode, etc. 

According to·one embodiment of the invention, as described in previous applications for 
character-by-character data entry, a letter/word/part-of-a-word may be assigned to more 
than one single action, such as pressing two keys simultaneously. For example, a 
word/part-of-a-word starting with "th", may be assigned to pressing simultaneously, two 
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different keys assigned to the letters "t" and "h" respectively, and (eventually) speaking 
said word/part-of-a-word. Same principles may be assigned to words/parts-of-words 
starting with "ch", "sh", or any other letter of an alphabet (e.g. "a", "b", etc.). 

According to one embodiment of the invention, words/part-of-a-words starting with a 
phoneme represented by a character may be assigned to a first mode such as a single 
press on a corresponding key, and words/part-of-a-words starting with a phoneme 
represented by more than one character nay be assigned to a second mode such as a 
double-press on a corresponding key. For example, words/pa1t-of-words starting with "t" 
may be assigned to a single-press on a corresponding key (e.g. con-ibined with the speech 
of said words), and words/part-of-words starting "th" may be assigned to a double-press 
on said corresponding key (e.g. combined with the speech of said words). 

As mentioned before, depending on different embodiments of the invention, in different 
categories different dictionaries such as dictionary of words in 01~e or more languages, 
dictionary of syllables/part-ot'-words (character-sets), dictionary of speech models (e.g. of 
syllables/paii-of-words), etc., may be used. If necessary, two or more dictionaries in each 
or in whole categories may be merged. For example, a dictionary of words and a dictionary 
of part-ot'-words may be merged. 

As described before, the data entry system of the invention may use any keyboard and 
may function with many data entry systems such as "multi-tap" system, word predictive 
systems, vi1tual keyboards, etc. For example, on one hand, a user may enter text (e.g. 
letters, words) using said other systems by pressing keys of the corresponding keyboards, 
without speaking (e.g. as habitual) the input, and on the other hand, said user may enter 
data such as text (e.g. letters, words/part-of-words), by pressing corresponding keys and 
speaking said data ( e.g. letters, words/part-of-words, other characters such as punctuation 

· marks, etc.). 

As mentioned before, the data entry system of the invention may use any voice/speech 
recognition system and method for recognizing the spoken symbols such as characters, 
words-part-of words, phrases, etc. The system may also use other recognition systems 
such as lip-reading, eye-reading, etc, in combination with user's actions recognition 
systems such as different modes of key-presses, finger recognition, fingerprint 
recognition, finger movement recognition (e.g .. by using a camera), etc. These recognition 
systems and user's actions have been described in previous patent applications by this 
inventor. All of the features in said previous applications (e.g. concerning the symbol-by-­
symbol data entry) may also be applied to macros e.g. word/portion-of word by 
word/portion-of-word) data entry system of the invention. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, (as described in previous applications 
concerning the character-by-character entry level) a user may speak words/part-of-words 
vvithout pressing the con-esponding keys. On the other hand, said user may press a key to 
inform the system of the end/beginning of a speech ( e.g. a character, a part -of-a-word, a 
word, a phrase, etc.), a punctuation mark, a function, etc. 
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The data entry system of the invention may also be applied to the entry of macros such as 
more-than-a-word sequences, or even to a phrase entry system. For example, a user may 
speak two words and press a key corresponding to the first letter of the first word of said 
two words. 

Although in many paragraphs in this application and in the previous applications, for data 
entry purposes, key presses combined with voice/speech of the user have been mentioned 
as examples, the data entry system of the invention may be applied to other data entry 
means (e.g. objects such as user's fingers to which characters, words/part-of-words, etc. 
may be assigned) and may use other use's behaviors and corresponding recognition 
systems. For example (as have already been described in previous patent applications 
filed by this inventor), instead of ( or in combination with) analyzing pressing actions on 
keyboard keys, the system (by for example, using a camera) may recognize the 
movements of the fingers of the user in the space. For example, a user may tap his right 
thumb (to which for example, the letter "m, n, o", are assigned) on a table and say "milk". 
In this example, said user's finger movement combined with said user's speech may be 
used to enter the word "milk". 

In another example and according to same principles, said other data entry means may be • 
a user's handwritten symbol (e.g. graffiti) such as a letter, and said behavior may be 
user's speech. For example, by using a pen-based device (e.g. PDA, stylus, etc.) using a 
hand-writing recognition system, a user may write a symbol such as a letter and speak 
said letter to enhance the accuracy of the recognition system of the system. In another 
example, said user may write at least one letter corresponding to at least a first phoneme 
of the speech of a word/part-of-a-word, and speak said word/part-of-a-word. When said 
user writes said letter, the hand-writing recognition system of the device recognizes said 
letter and relates it to the words-part-of-the-words and/or phoneme-sets assigned to said 
at least one letter (or symbol). When the system hears the user's voice, it tries to match it 
to at least one of said phoneme-sets. If there is a phoneme-set among said phoneme-sets 
which matches to said speech, then the system selects the character-sets corresponding to 
said phoneme-set. The rest of the procedure (e.g. the procedure of finding final words) is 
similar to the ones described in different embodiments of this application and the 
applications filed before by this inventor. 

• According to one embodiment, the data entry system of the invention as described in this 
application and previous applications filed by this inventor, may be summarized as 
~~ 

' 

- A data entry system comprising: 
- The use of at least one object/action ( e.g. to which symbols such !iS at least, a 
character, a word, a part-of-a-word, a function, etc. may be assigned) for infonning 
the system of at least a first input, combined with; 
- at least one user's behavior (no behavior is also considered as a behavior) for 
infonning the system of at least a second input providing more infonnation to the 
system for helping the system to select an intended input corresponding to said first 
input; 
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wherein, said /action may be objects/actions such as a user's fingers, keys of a keyboard, 
user's fingerprints, hand-writing, etc., and said user's behavior may be behaviors such as 
user's speech, directions of user's finger movements (including no movement), user's 
fingerprints, user's lip or eyes movements, etc. 

Contrary to other data entry systems wherein many key presses are used to input few 
characters, the data entry system of the invention may use few key presses to provide the 
entry of many characters. 
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A Method of Configuration of Symbols on a Keypad 
Different methods of configuration of symbols have been proposed in prior patent 
applications filed by this inventor. Fig. 87 shows a method of assignment of symbols to the 
keys of a keypad 8700. • • 

As before, Letters a-z, and digits 0-9 are positioned on their standard position on a 
telephone-type keypad and may be inputted by pressing the corresponding key while 
speaking them. 

Also as before, many punctuation characters and functions are assigned to the keys of said 
keypad and may be inputted by pressing ( or double pressing) the c·orresponding keys 
without speaking them. 

In this configuration, some of the punctuation marks such as"+" sign, which are naturally 
spoken by the users, are assigned to some keys and· may be inputted by pressing a the 
corresponding key and speaking them. 

Also according to this arrangement some symbols such as the"-" sign 8702, which may 
have different meaning and according to a context, may be pronounced or not pronounced 
according to the context of the data, are positioned in a key, in two locations. They are once 
grouped with the symbols requiring speaking while entering them, and also grouped with 
the symbols who should not be spoken while entering them. To a symbol requiring speech, 
more.than one speech may be assigned according to the context of the data. For example, 
the sign"-" 8702 assigned to the key 8703, may be inputted in d_ifferent ways. 

- A user may press the key 8703 and say "minus" 
- A user may press the key 8703 and say "dash" 
- A user may press the key 8703 without speaking. 

Thus, while there have been shown and described and pointed out fundamental 

novel features of the invention as applied to alternative embodiments thereof, it will be 

·understood that various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form and details 

of the disclosed invention may be made by those skilled in the art without departing from 

the spirit of the invention. It is the intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by 

the scope of the claims appended hereto. It is to be understood that the drawings are not 

necessarily drawn to scale, but that they are merely conceptual in nature. For example, 

the features described in this application and the applications filed before may apply to 

all of the embodiments of the invention. Also an embodiment of the invention may be 

function separately or it may function combined with one or more other embodiments of 

the invention. Also, for example, if the system comprises enough memory and 

processing capabilities, a phrase recognition system may be used to select one of said 

selected word according to the corresponding phrase context. 
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Interchanging ambiguous symbols on the keys of it kr.:x.Elfill 
As mentioned before, some symbols such as the letters assigned lo 11 s1unt: key of a . 

keypad/keyboard may have nearly similar pronw,ciations. This may cause ambiguily for 

the voice/speech recognition system of the invtmlion. Fig, 91a shows a standard 

telephone-type keypad 9100. Pair of lellers, ''d" and ""c", assigned lo the key 910 i may 

caLLi:;e ambiguity tu the v1'>icc/specch rec~11:,rniLion system of the inven.tkm whcm said kr.;y is 

presses and one of said letters is pronounced, f>air ofleners, "m" and "n" assigned Lo the 

neighboring key 9102 may also cause ambiguity helwt:r.;n 1111.:w whi.:11 one of them is 

pronounc.ed, On the olhur hand, l~tters '.'e" or "d" may easily be distinguished from lhr.; 

letters "m" or ''n". By interchanging the ·assignment of one of the letters or each pair to 

the corresponding key of the other pail', the recognition probh.:m ufsaid four letters (e.g. 

by using the press ancl spc..:uk u11tt1 entry system of i.hc invention) will be solved. This rrn1y 

slightly modify the alphabetical order conligllnltion of a keypad, but will <lnunatically. 

augment the accuracy of 1hc c.l,1la entry. Fig. 91 b .shows a keypad 9 l IO aner .c;aicl 
mudification. • • • 

~utomatic .Spt1cing Method. 
As previously mentioned, an ttuluma.iic spacing procedure for attaching/detaching of. 

ponions-of-wordR/words may. be-11ssigned..t~ mu<lc such frS ii single-pres!l mode or 

double-press mode. As ttln:t1dy described, a ttqcr may enter a symbol such a.c; al le1.Lc;l part 

of a word (e.g. without providing a i.-pace character at its end), by speaking said symbol 

while pressing a key corresponding to the beginning characler/phonem·c o( said symbol·· . 

(in the character by chamcler data entry system of the invention, said beginning character .. 

.. is said symbol). Accordin~ to said procedure, also for example, a user may enter a 

• symbol such as al lea-it p1:1rt ofa word (e.g. including a space character at iLc; end), hy 

: : speaking said symboi while double-pressing· said key corresponding tn the beginning 

chunu:ter/phoncinc of said symbi,l. In data entry systems requjring many key presses to 

'"ent~r a wordt !hls -~lUlY, beparl!~~larly br.;~d!ciaL • .:~\· ·.•., . 

. • According to the ahove-mi..:nlionu<l pru1ciples, fur example, in a charactcr-by-ch'aracte~ 

data. entry system of the invention, a character may be cnlcrr.;<l and attached to the • 

pl'evious charat:li.:r, by speaking/not-speaking said character while, for example: singic 

pressing a corresponding key. Swnc action including a doublc-prcs:iing t1ctiun may cause 

to enter said character and attach it to said previous chamt:Lcr, but also may add a space 

character after the curri.:nt dwacter. The next character to be entered will be positioned 

after said space character (e.g. will be attached lo said space character). For example, to. 

enter the words "sec you ", a user may first enter the lcUers "s" and "c" by saying them 

while single pr1.:ssing their corresponding kt:ys. Then he may say "e" while double 

pressing its corresponding key, The user then may enter the letters "y" and "o" by saying 

them while single pn:ssinl:l th1,; i.:um:siioiu;iing keys. He, then, may say "u" while double· 

pressing the corrcspunc.ling, key. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, inslt:ad of locating said space 

character after said cumml <.;h,rractcr, the system may locale said space character before 

said current c:haructer. 
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IL is understood that instead of a space character, any other symbol (or w-uup of symbol::;) 
may be considered after said character or before il. Of course, considering that a letter is 
part ofa word, as previously described, same procedure applies to part-ul:.a-wunl/word 
level of the data entry iiy.~tem l1fthe inve11tiL111, Agtt.i.n for exLtmple, a user may enter the 
words "prepare it", he first e::nler lhe portion "pre" by saying it while for example, .~ingJc 
pressing the key corresponding to the kller •'p". Then he may enter "paro" (e.g. including 
a space at tl1e end of it) by saying "pare " while douhle pressing the key corresponding lo 
the letter ''p", The use then, may enter the word "it" (e.g. also including a space at the 
end of it) by St1ying it wwlc.: c.louble pn:::;.sing the ki.:y corresponding to the letter "i". 

OWERTY ConfiguratiQ.11.on a Keypad ~aying Reduced Number of Keys 
According to one embodiment of the invention, the configuration and/or assig1uneul uf 
fellers on a keypad may be according to the configuratfon of the fellers on a Qwr.:IUY 
keyboard. This may· allracl many people who do not use a tclcplione-type keypad for data 

• entry simply bf:!eause they are tJOt familiar with the alphabetical order con[igurali<1i1 of 
fellers on a stimd11rd telephone keypad. According to one embodiment of the invenlio'ii. 
usii1g such keypad combined with the data entl'y syslem oftlic iuvcnliun may aiso 
provide bi:llt:r rcco~nilion accumcy by lhe voice/spe::ech reco1;i1nition system of the 
invention. •• • • 

Fig, 92tt shows 1.1 lckphum.:-lype kcypm.1 920 wherein alphahelical characters ·a.re· 
arranged-on/assigned-to its keys according lo the configuration of the said letters ou a· 
QWERTY keyboard. As shown, the letters on the uppt:r row of.lht:: ietter keys of a 
QWERTY keyboard arc ~isiributcd on the key~ 921-923 of th~ upper ro_w 92~ of said. 
keypad 920, in the same order (relating to each othcrj of said lcllers ori said QWERTY 
key hoard. The tellers positioning on the middle letter row of n QWERTY keyboard arc 

. di.strjbutc.d on the key~ of th9 sccon.d row 9.2.S of said keypad 921, in the s~me order·. 
(relating to each other) tim said letters arc arranged on a QWERTY keyboard. Ami 

··finally, Letters on the lower ietter row of a QWERTY keyboard are distributed on the· 
keys ofa third row 926 of said keypad 920. in the same order (relating to each otl1cr) that 
they are positioned on a QWERTY keyhourd. 

With con.tinuow; reference to this embodiment, said alphahetical letters may be 
distributed 011 the keys of" said keypad i..11 a manner to locate ambiguous lcllers on 
diftcrcnt keys. Fig. !>2b shows as an example, a QWERTY arranged keypad 927 with 
minor modifications. In said keypad, tht: key assignment of Lh~ fellers "M" 928 and "Z" 
929, are interc.:hangec.1 in a manner to eliminate the ambiguity between the letters --M" anc.1 
"N"- l_n this 1::xample, the QY.IERTY co!lfigl!rationhrtS been slightly rnodilied but hy 
u.~ing said keypac.l'wi!h the data entry sy::;Lcm ol'lhe invi.:nlion, lhc·n.:cognilion accura<.:y 
may be augmented. It is understood that any other letter arrangement and modifications 
n1ay be considered. 

As slwwn. the QWERTY ki.:ypad ufthi.: i.r1v1.m1jo.u mtty comprise ot.bl:r symbols sue.Ii tis 

punctuati011 characters, numbers, functions, etc. They may be entered by using the data 



,; 

entry system of the invention M described fo this 11pplicalion and the previous 
applicaiiuns filed by thi.s inventor. 

ft musl he noted that_alpha.betical letters having tt QWEll'J'Y (or any .other) arrangermmt 
may be assigned 10 the.keys of any keyhoard l)a.Ving reduced numberof keys. Said • 
keyboard nmy be con1bincd and u.~ed with the d.ita ent.ry syslcm uf the invention. It is 
understood that for better accuracy, any standard arrangement may be modi lied. 

QWERTY Arntngcrucnl on six Kev~ . . . 
According to one embodiment of the irtvcntic,ii, the data entry system of the invcntitin 
may u.~e a keyboard/keypad wherein alphabetical letters having a QWElffY arrangement 
11.l't,) (ts:iigncd to six keys of said kcyhoard/keypa.d. 

As known, alphabetical letters arc arranged on the keys of three rows ofkcys tt PC 

keyboard according to a configuration order called QWERTY. rig 93 shows n QWERTY 
keybnan.I 93(10 wherein lhe letters A to Z arc arranged on three rows of the keys 9307, 
9308, 9309 of said keyboard. Usually, a user uses the fingers of his huth h1md for (touch) 
typing on said keyboard. By u-;ing the lingers of his left hand, a user for example, types 
the alphabetical keys as shown on lht: fell side 9]01 of said keyboard 9300, Md by u.,;ing .. 
the fiug1.:r.:1 ofh.i::. right lumt.l, 11 user for ex1:1rriplc, types lhe alphabetical keys siruatcd on 
the right side 9302 of said keyboard !)300. According 10 these principles, it may be • 
cnn-:;idered that the alphabetical keys of a QWERTY keyboard are arranged uccording to 
a lhree-mw 9:107, 9308, 9:109 by two-column 9301-9302 ta~Jc. • • 

' .:.~ _:· : • .. . .... :. ·. 

Accnrding lo OJ'.'IC cmbodimiml of the invenlicm, a group· of six keys (e.g. 3 by 2) of u 
reduced keyboard may b~ used to duplicate said QWERTY arrangement of a PC 

.. • keybourd tln them anci used with the data entry systcrn of the invention. Fig. 93a shows as:·­
un example, six keys preferably arranged in three rows 9317-9319 and two coltmms 
93 i 1-9312 for duplicating said QWEJfl'Y im·angement on them. As an example, the 
upper left key 9313 contains the lcllt:rs "QWHlfl~', corresponding to the letters sittJatcd 
on the keys of lhe left side 9301 uf the upper row 9.101 of the QWERTY keyboard 9300 
of the Fig. 93. The Other keys of said group of six keys follow the !lame principle and 

. • contain The corrcspondi11g lcrrcrs situated on the keys of the cnrrcsponding row-and-side 
of said PC keyboard. • 

A user of a QWERTY keyboard usually knows exactly the location of each letter. A 
mulor rc!lcx pi.:nnils him tu type quickly un 1.1 QWERTY kcybuan.J. Duplicating u 
QWERTY arrangement oo six keys as described here-above, pcrmiL,; the u.~er Li, Louch-

•. type (fasi typing) on a keyboard havitig reduced number oi'kcys. Said user may, fc.ir • 
example, ·use the thumbs of both hands (lcti thumb for !cit column, right thumb for right 
column) for datu entry. This looks like keying on a PC keyhonrd permitting fast data 
entry. 

lt is understood lhal lhe len side and right side characters definition of a keyboard 
described in the example above is shovm only as Hll example. Said definition may be 

'1 •. 

·>: :-', ,, ··~' 
; if 

.. .- . 

'· . 



reconsidered accordi.tig ~() user's habit~des. Fur cxa~j:>le, lli~ lcllcr 11U'' may_ ~e 

CC>~Stcb·e~ ~.}9f~n~!'g [o I.he iight sidc.~~ther Lh~n !:cit sidq.: •, •• • • . /·· ... ~ .. , 
• •• • . ! • . • ·-·· 

. Ac·c,mi1i1g\~ b;~-~--~n~bodiment ortlle inv~nYi~}Ilt ~-k~~p~{i~rivi11g'~t iea~t)~ k~Y~. 

co~laining 'ai.r.~~~c.tica!Jellt;rS Vvlt~~ (JW~,H;r'f a11ing'err1_c!~( ~:sigi.~.~~-.<.a~}h,c.ri~e_d _ah()vc) 

' to_ sai4 ~eys~ ¥,iaf.r~:it~c,d '~~tp t~i.Yh.~r~~:te;r,:h~_~,~~.itra?.t.~-~.?~~-a.·x~rts1s,~e1l,l ... ~'lf..!~}f._; '; "\ 
'inve~Lic>~ .. In ad~!_ition to'_a_I.rea,gy-~cscl'ib_ed.~~v1.ir,tag~s~ ·~a,.1.d..,~rr.;m_~u11iept ~l~.9,_co~1pps_¢.t .. 
othe~ t,,ciwiii~'sl,Cl{~:'i::_ , ••• ·.,-'/' .: .. ·./::;..:; ·.: .• •.• ., .": ··:::;: .: ·'::•·.-::'. ·: ·= ''/:'::\f:'\\ ;:::,·:: ._, .. , •. =-?..:,/:-_;:_:-'·.·t·::-, :· ... 

=·:·. ,: . ..letters.situated on·i sarrfc key°'are ti:.~ually dtstlnguis~itbli:; by the vo)ce/spccch 

• • • • ••• • . ,, , .. : h~~~,t~;J:ttiJ:~!I~~ri;ti~i~fa:r.i~:~,;/~itl0;§¥iI~ilf rf ~~~t:, : · .. •· .. 

. ,· . .:~:. • th~_exti·erridy,_fruiv!iar arrit_n'i;icr~~n((e.g. Q~ERT,Yt9f_~~id len~:.~:·_l?tl sal,9,_',.?-'':_. • • :~·-:'.· .... ,_:· 

. :· ... ··(1/ • :·:.,: keyp'.ad permit P user a)~st d_~µ _e,,lJ~y system :vYithoul' lhe'hcctl :~r~:t.:l{Lientli ·'.'., ', ! ·\.: • :, ' 

: •. •:: '-"' • .. · t · li,oki'.';t
1P;~;:;:;r½dl; :t th}d'.'.p!~t: ~'if tF~':t'j,0nd1~S :t·i;:,::) r; , ' , .' . 

. _. •• .. ,::_.'· .• .ror. h~l~<::r accuracf, w.ini>r ~10dlfl_catimi le~ thi'ii'li[_[liill::\1:m.¢,11~ may !~e c.~~~-~e!e~ .. 1::~)_r· 1 -:-t)·):,:\: .. .,\ .· -_·, · -. 

I'.\.,. ...:· .< • . .. ~~-a~1pl~,)"ig: .?3b,_·~-~o~~ a l~~fp~d_ 9~1t~ /iay_ili(~\.ie'as~,si~/.e~~- with Q_'fERYrJi~~e~;,:)~)'.):~··/',,:'.:/''. 

~\,~ . )\·i:,<- }ltf~B~P~~nt a_s <l~sc~!bP? p~.f.?';tr, .);Vh~7.~!t~ J_ctf~ff'.K~.'_9."3~ l.}!1~ "¥"_.93;2~. ~~'-'.f }'.~~~~::. :t;< l:: ::t \/ '> 

<: \~?\i~ ~·:_; ,.i;_' "·· j~Jte1:s1~-~ng~~ jf1.~.~~~r}~}er~~~!f,.Hl:~ .1~~~fc .':~;:J.t~~!~l..t-~s.1~!tf.f /~:.· ?~-P-)-~ .i~ H~~~~l0 9.~ ... ~~ • t;-, i 
::?t(<::.'.•:~.:::·~.r-,;'..)_hal th~s is 9nlyJtJ!. ~,s.am_HJc, .. @d.J~1at_9th~.r_fom1s_ of inoditic~~!E-~~~ E].!l~Jsq_b~}:';'}~) ~-/ J· • ;..: 

~)'?t:i'' ~'~'; ;: t~;~•~l~fC~;.'?::;i';~:1:1;:!·~J•!cs: : ;,: :.f;':,'.f f :'·:~~ :t'. ~~t::::';::; }t::i~:£::1:::'; • , .,, 
; . . .\=;,;,;;:7i;.:L%_i!,i;'.~;7 

] l niU:~rnc ·tiotccf tffan.ffe ' ·.·. . ER] '.Y~arriHfteiiie ·. ·.: ;-Sl- ·ncd: to few riiitiib~r of ke·:·s af ·.:r\ ., -2- .. .....,..,,.-=, 

,:• . .... ___;;;.. 
'4: 
•.;· 

-:i;I 
' J~:-?:t:.~ 

'

:\_'_: .. ~.~

1

:_,_; __ -_;::,,r_i_< 
1,!/.!-Yt'/ •• ·· ·;-.-;_ Tl, keep this arrarlge:111~ri't. fan1iliai-;:'.tl£·QWE.RTY)frhii1ge111enl 'ilfUie. letters of the tbp·:-. ; :·,~·_:\f,::J)t\·: , 

,•. ,i'•."' , ,, {,. • .,1,, 1 .. • :••,•:,,•,,, .. •, .,,\, .. ,•:••:, .... ,., ·••;.;~ "•,,i-:.."'' .:.,. .. ~• .. ·• .. •.1;:..;"'\'f•.:;\4:';",,. .•• .,:,1,,: V:•;•,"' ''!\,.'••~,.;,' • •, , .. ' , ,,':. :•.\::l-;:•:,:;o-•q ,•·•:' 

_ ·:-~ ·: ,. • t_wo JO~s ofth~. keypa~. ~:i~Q.of th~lig_: ?,.~b,At~. !~~~!J1~~!n~~--~h-~ P1e_ letter~ 'i1f t~c lowest ::::;i')W~ff/ :if•. 

_7,7-:- ··---·- --fow ofsaia·keyj5acT9320:or thc·fig:·931rattait>iril'i'f.ileil•withirttne keys· t)f the~·-.-- • ~::·'tt~r":.":-.- ··7 
,: •• ' • ' ,. ' ,, • ···-· ' ' ,,• '1• '"~':, .: • : .:, ·•~"\:: ••• .o.:#•~ •• ,~.;.•., .• .. ~ \ '.' .~ -: ...... , . ' ~-!i~. •. .. ••.•. :-.~1-•· •. ~-- ..• • .-.:.;: 

)·.- :. ,.. . ~o~f.cs~?~diri~·-~!l}~}!\ry~_(e.g/q~./iW}t) .9t."~:a~?J~u.rJt\Y.~}?-W~_93}3_}n a ~~npctt~ ... ::_.,/.'..);f,:t;-:. 'i·f 

mamtam the lam_1hanty of an ''a_Jmost QWtRJ Y'·' keyhc1arcl along wHh high accuracy of ··:-·-:·c::t-:-:.:;::. •. 
the_yoic~·recognit_i_r;ii'_systcni o:f.tlte in_ye1i.ti,on'. For·~x~~plc·, ·icttcrs?n" 9337. and ·;;m.. ••• ...... , .. •• 

93~8 w~ich. have_ bcci~ locr~tecf<'!n)1\~ !~>V.:~~-l .riit~i kc:'/ o_f thc_kcy1)a~ 9J2(> a the i'ig. 93 b. · ,•, ... <.; 

arc here scparat~d and. assigned; rc~pc¢tivcly, to ther1ghJkey~ 933·3 and 933_2 of the .. _. 

keypad· 9)3'0·. ff is: un'Jcrsi(>t)d':that'citfiei· s·vmbols such a.~·puri~i~·tttiori"marks,· tmri16ers, 

fimctions, etc:, may be cli_stribµ't~d n~1ciii1/said keys· OT olht:r k~ys of.i1 keypad comprising 
. ' ·,: :,y .. ,·,:;,:=.J'.:;\\'.; .. • : .. /·' .• • ; •• ' ' ' -.'.'."·:_\, > • ..._: '' •. •,' ,.-

{)r: • 



Also, it is understood thut th~ QWERTY arrangement ofthc letters cm a group of keys as 
described here-above, is provided as an example. Other configuration of symhols such as 
the alplw.bi;:Li<.:ul l>rdc.:r!>, Lill L>lht.:r. numbcr of kL:ys, in any key arrangements, mny be 
considcrccJ. For example, according one embodim.c.r1LO(lht~ iavrolion, a kqp.ad.Jni:L¥---------­
contain two keys for assign.ing the most frequently used letters, and it may have other two 
k.C)'!> tu which k:ss fn:<.1uently useJ lellers are assig11ed. • 

Todtl.y illus! dcclruuic c.lcvi~~s pc.:rmilling c.lat.a entry are equipped with a telephone-type 
keypad. The configuratiotl :and as!iignmenl·or the alphabetical letters as dcscrihe~ he fore 
may he applied tu 11,~ k1:y:s uf 1:1 ll.:k:phum.:-lype keypad. 

/.D I • 
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Fig. 94a shows a telephone-type keypad 9400 \Vhercin alphabetical ·1cttcrs having 

QWliRTY configuration arc assigned (e.g. as described before) to six keys of two 

neighboring columns _9401, 9402 ofsaic! keypad. By being on neighhuri.ug columns. entry 

of the lellcrs by (!he thumb of) a :-;ingJe hand becomes easier. Also us n_1cntiom:d before,. 

the user may use his hoti1 thumbs (e.g. left thumb for lefl column, right thumb for rigfo 

cCllumn) for t1uick data entry. lt is understood that other symhuls such as punctuation 

marks, numbers, fui1ctions, etc., may be distributed among the keys of st1id keypad and he 

entered according to tht; data entry system oftht: invention as described in this • 

application and the applications tiled hcfore by this inventor. 

Fig. 94b shows another tclephonc-typt kcyp(id 94 IO wherc'in alphabetical l~t~crs h~ving. 

QWERTY configuration are assig.nr;:d (e.g. as described before) to six keys ol\wo • • 

exterior columni; 9411, 9412 of said keypad. By being on tv:o exterior columns, entry uf 

the letters by (the thumbs of) two hands becomes casier. A1so as mentiuned heftm.:, the 

user may a single hand for data entry. In this example, minor mocJi.Gcntion~ have hecn 

applied lbr augmt:nt.1.ng tht.: accunu.:y ot" thc voice/spccch recognition i;ystcm l'lf the 

invention. For example, letters ·'m" and "k" have been interchanged on the corresponding 

keys 9413, 9414 Lo avoi<! the ambiguity between the letters ''m" und "n". Also, letlt:rs "f' 

and "z" have been interchanged on the corresponding keys 9413, 9414 to avoid the • 

ambiguity between the letters "f'' and "s". It is understood that other ciumgcs in the 

coll figuration may be considered. 'for fasll,:r data entry some characters ~uch as the space .. · · • · • 

c:huracter 1111.1y be as.sigued to several kcys 9415, 9416. • • 

Fig. 94c shows another telephone-type keypad <>420 wherein alphabetfottl letters 

arrangement hnsed on prl.nciplt:s descrihcd before and showed in fig. 93c a.l'e a-isigncd ln 

tbur keys of suit! keypad: • • • 

. Tl is undcmitood that the QWERTY' arrangement of letters on few (e.g. 6, 4, 2. etc.) keys· 

ofa key hoard such as a hypad is describ~,d. as cxamph.:. Other kind of leller- : , . , 

arrangemcnt<i i;uch as alphabetic:al order mi.ty also he co.ilsiderctl ru1d assign.ud to few keys" ·', 

such as two/four/six. etc .. keys. . • • 

A personal mobile compttter/ielccommunic1.1lion dcvic~ 

A mobile device must be srriall 10 provide easy portability. An ideal mobilu device 

requiring c.luta (e.g. tc:-..1) entry L'Uldior cJnta communication must have sn1all datu entry unit 

(e.g. al mosr, only few keys) and a lnrge (e.g. wide) display. • 

The ammgemcnt or alplrnbetical letlm (and other symbols) on few keys and the 

capability of' quick and a~c.uratc complete data 1::ntry provided by the data entry systebl or . 

the invention through said few keys, mny permit ·10 rec<1nsiclcr the design of some ·of the 

c:urrcnt products for making them more e11icienL • 

One or those products is the mobile ph()n~ which is MW used for llle tasks such as text 

messaging und the internet, and is predicted to hr;:come a mobile computing device. The 

actual muhilc pbon~ is designed contrary to the principles uescribed here-above::. This is 



( 

because the (complicated) data entry systems of' the mobile phoues require. Lhu use of 

many keys, lL'iing a substantial surface of the phone, providing slow data entry, and 

leaving n small area for a small (e.g. narrow) displ.:,y unit. ... 

One oflhc'rnost commonly used applic,ulions of' a computer is lhc word proces~ul~ 

procedure. Along with the use (If the Tntcmet, wdting lcners will ahm bc.:1,:t1mc: the most 

commonly used application or u mohilc computer/corrununfolitit,n device. Said 

application requires a wide display to pemut drufling, forinatling, 1111d viewing Lhc . 

document preferably in ils entire wldth. For example, whlle t.lrafting a letter, the lL'it:r 

mus! sec said docu.mc11l in its entire width, without being obliged lo scroll it to the left or 

to the right. • 
• 

' 
' 

' 

According to one cmbrn.l~ne~l of the inveillion, a.ii electronic device :sud, as a mphlk: 

compuling/comnmnication <levier: comprising a wide display and .small data cnlry unit 

having quick <lata entry capubi/ity rnay he provided. Fig. 95a shows 1:1. mobile 

computing/com111un.icalio1i device 9500 having two rows of keys 9501, 9502 wherein the .. 

alphabetical letters (e.g. preferably, having QWERTY arrartgemc:nt as de:wriLed before) 

arc assigned to them. Other symbols such a.,:; numbers, punctuation marks, functions, etc.· 

may also be assigned to said keys (or other keys), as described ht.:fore. Said keys of said 

communication devic.:c 1nay be combined with tht: press and sptmk dma entry system or 

the invention to provide a complt:tc quick data t:mtry. Use offew keys (e.g. in lwo rows 

only) for data entry, permits lo integrate a wit.le display !)503 within said device. The 

width or said mobile device (and ohvlously, said displtiy unit) may be upprox.imatcly the·.·. 

width or an A4 paper to prc.,vide an almost real size (e.g. width) document for viewing. 

Said mobile computing/communication device muy alsn have other buuons such as the 

buttons 9504. 9505 for ftinctious such a~ scrolling the dm.a.imenl lo up_ward/dqwnward. l<) 

Jc.ft/right, m1vigating u cun.mr 9506 within said display 9503, seml/und functions, etc. • 

Also sa1d device may comprise a mouse (e.g. a point and click c.lcvit:~) with.in, lbr • 

example, the backi;ide of it.In several pulcnt applications (suc:h as ".c:;tylus Complltcr" .. 

and "j:eaturcs Lo 1..inham;c Data Entry") tiled by this inventor mouse/browsing issues on a. 

display and other data entry enhancement rncans have been described. AJJ of said issue!! 

of said applications may he combined hetween them and/or combined with the data entry 

system ant.1 dat:a communication devices of this uJventiun. 

With continuous description of Fig. 9.'.>a, the c1mmgement of tht: keys in two rows !J50 I, 

9502 on lefl and right sidtl of said communication device 9500 permits I.he user to thumb• 

type with his two hands while holding said device 9.500. lt is understood that other 

configurntion o/"lctters and other symbols on other arrangement nf ki..:ys on said device 

may be considered. For example, the device may i.;omprise only fc.:w keys arranged in 

011l y one row wherein saitl symbols {e.g. letters) are. assig111::d tu them. 

Also as mentiom:d before and dcscrihcd in c.:orrcspt>~ding patent application, by 

providing a mouse (1wt shown) in the backside of said device, the user 111ay w;c for 

example, his forcfmger, for operating said mouse while pressing a relaluig button with 

his thumh. 

' . 
' 

••:: 
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Also, as mentioned, saii.l device may_ be used as a tclephom,. ll may ~mprise at least um; 

microphone 9507und at least_ a speaker 9508.The distance belwet::n tlu.; location of s1:1id 

rnicrophone and said speuki.:r on said device may correspom.l Lu tht: dimancc between 

111outln111denrofauser. :. ·: ·_ - ·--_- ··-· • • • ••• ,.·'. _ 

. ~ '• 

Fig.-95h shows as an cx~~pl~,"a dev·i'-<e :9510 similar to that o/'thi.: iig. 9500: whcr~in its 

_ input unit comprises four keys only, arranged in two rows 9511, 9512 ru1~ wherein the 

alph~heticul letters and numbers arc assigned to said 'keys according lo priuclplei; ulrc~dy 

described. Other symhols and functions (not shown) may also bt: assig1u;<l to said keys _ 

and/or other keys m.:cording u,-thc'principlcs iiircady c.kscribcd. A ust::r rru.iy use his t\.\-u .- -

thumbs 951_ 1. 9514 for typing. • • • • • 

i;·ig. 95c showi; as an exa:mph:, a device 9520 si111ilar to that of the fig. 9510, wher_dn its 

• input ttnit c0Ji1priscs four keys only arranged in_ two rows 9521, 9522 located im one sh!¢ 

of said electronic device, and wherein the alphabetical letters., and numbers artl assigned_ 

to said keys according to prindple::s already desc.:rihcd. Other symbols and f unc.:tiuus (m.,i 

shown) may also be a'isigncd to suitl keys an<l/or other keys ac.:c:ording ti.l the 1,rinciplt:s 

already· described. A user may use.: one hand (or two hands) for data entry. A nub 9523 

may be provided in the center of arrangement ·of said lhur keys to permit lh.-tttt c:ntr·y 

without looking ttl the keypad. 

Fig. 95d shows as un example, a device 9510 similar to thuiof the fig. 9520, wherein its 

input w1it co111pris1::s four keys arranged in two rows 9531, 9532 located on om.: si1k Lif 

said electronic device, a1id wherein the alphahctii.:al ktters, and numbers are ussignct.l to 

said keys a1.·cordins to prim:iples already described: A third row of keys 9533 duplicating 

one of said first two rows C)f keys (in this example, 9531 ), ls positioned at Lhc opposi1e _ 

end ofsaitl electronic 1.b.:vicc 9530. This nrrangement of keys permiis lhi.: uscr tu c:uiii- .: 

data wiLh one or two hands at his choice. Other symbols and functions (not shown) may 

also he _assigricd l<.l said keys and/or other keys accon.liug to the principles already 
described, • • •• ••• •• • • • •• • • • • • • • • •• • • 

Fig. 95c shows as an ex.ample, an dt.:clro.ui~ uevice ':/!>40 designed acc.:ordin~ lu ll1i.: _ 

principles described in thii:; application and similar to tl1e preceding i.:mbuuiment'I with the . 

djfferencc that here an exlcndable/relnwtablc/foldahle display 9541 muy he provided 

within said electronic device to pmnit a large display while needed. For example, by 

w;ing ru1 organic light-cmiWng diode (O1.ED) display. said electronic device may be 

equippcd with a one-piece exlendablc di.spiny. 

According to one embodiment o/'thi.: i11vi.:11ti,,n, as shown in fig. 95f, an ele<.:trunic.: di.:vic.:I:' 

9550 such as the one descrihed before, may comprise.: 1:1 printing unit (not shown) 

integrated within it. Becausr.:: of the design <>f said efoctronic: c.ievic.:ci" (c.g: having 

approximately the wic.lth of an A4 pupi.:r) n printing/sc:unning/1,:1.1pyiug unit may be 

integrated within said device. for example. a user may feed a paper 955 I Lu priut 11 µage. 

Providing a complete solution for a mobile compuLi11g/ communiculion device may be 

cxtrcmc-Iy useful in many situations. for example, a user may drafl doc:um~rtls sw.:h <1:.; ,1 

ID I 
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lcU.<:r ttnd print them irnrnc<litttcly. Also for cxample. u salestrian may draft A documi:nt 
such a,; an inv6ice in client's prorriiscs and print it for immediate delivery. 

. . •:•.· . . 

To pennit rcducilig the ~izc of said mobile cpmpuiing/ com~1im..ication device and sLill 
b;ing capable of printing a slan<ll'lf<l si:lc paper sU:c.:h as an A4 paper, a dcvi«::c . • 
correspondiug to the:: ·size o~lutlf of sait.l stan<lard size pap~r may be provided, 

. ,'·.' 

•• Fig. 95g shows a s~ndard blank document 9560 such ~'l an A4 paper. As sho~' in . 
Fig. 95h, :mid paper may b~ folded in its rniddle, providing two half faces 9561. 956i: As·: 
shown in rig. 95k said folded document may be tcd imo the printing unit of an eicctrouic 

• ', ,. device 9570 st~ch as the mobile computing/communication device uf the invention to •• 
• ·: ·> print a page of a documenL such as an edited letter, on its b,,th halffaces 9561, 9562 i; .... 

: providing a standard sized prinLed ietter. This i 1ill pcrmil niunufhcturing of a small si'zetl · 
inubilc t:lcc!ronic tievic:·e heirig cap}lble of printing a standard i;b:e docunic111. 

Circular Keyboard . 
According to one embodiment of the invc:nliim, at least part of the keys or a keyp,ld may. 
be positioned on i;aid keyJlad in a 111aw11.;r lo cre1:1le a t:ircular form. Fig 96 shows us an 
example, a keypad 9620 compiising six keys 9621-9626 positioned around a centered 
key %27. Said centered key 9627 may he physically dlflcrem than said other six keys.· 
For example, said key 9627 may he bigger than the other keys, OT ii may be have a nub 

• on it. Alphabetical lcllcrs having QWJ-:lfl'Y configuration muy he dii..tributcd among said 
keys. A space character may be ussigned Lo the key 9627 situated in Lhe center. Of comse 
said keys may also comprise other symbols such as numbers, puncluulion marks, 
runclions, etc as described earlier in this application and the applications hefc11·e. The 
advar1tagc of !his kind (e.g. circular) of key arrangc!llcnt on a keypad is that, by • 
recognizing said ccntcrcd1 key by touchit1g it, ti user may lype on said keys without• • 
looki1lg at the kt:ypad. • 

A Wrist Commuuimttion Di;vic~ 
The data entry system of the invention may permit to create .small electronic devices wilh. 
capahilhy of complete. quick data entry. One of the promising f~ture telecommunication 
devices is a wrist C()mnnmication device. Many ertorts have been prc',vided to create tt 

workable wrist communication/organizer dcvicc. The major p!'obJcrn of such device ls 
wurk,iblc relatively quic.:k data enrry system. Some mmrnfacturcrs have provided 
prototypes of wrist piiones usiug vufoc/speech recognition technology for data entry. Of' 
course, hardware· and softwaJe limitation of such devices provide poor data entry rCSLllts. 
TI1e data entry system of the invcntior1 combined with use oflcw keys as described in this 
appJication 1md the applications tiled l~cfon: by !his inventor may rcsulve !his problem 
and pennit quick data crllry im very small devices. fig. 96a shows as an example, a wrist 
electronic device %00 comprising few ~t·ys (e.g. in this example, four keys arrru1gcd in 
two rows 960 I, 9602) wherein symbols such t'ts alphuhetical letters. numbe::rs, punctuatioti 
marks, etc., arc assigned to said keys accon.ling lo the principles ofthc data entry sysrem 
of this invcnliun. Said electronic device also c.omprises a data entry system of the 
invention using al leasl s.iid keys. Said keys may be of any kind such·a<; resembling to thc 
regular lwys of a mobile phone, or being !ouch-sensitive. Tnuch sensitive keys may 
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permit touch-typing with two fingers %03, 9604 ofonc hand. A display unit 9505 muy 

also he provided for viewing the data entered, Lhc datu received, etc. A watch unit 9606 

may also bc assembled with saitl wrist device. Said wrist device may also comprise other 

buttons such as 9607. 9608 for fum:tion.,; such as send/end, etc .. It must he noted that for 

faster data entry, u user my reniovc the v..Tist device from his wrist and use the thumbs of' 

bolh fingers, each for pressing the keys o~· one row nf kcy_s: 

. it .is untler~t<md that other ~u;1,hcr of keys (e.g. 6 keys as described before) a.nd. other key 

·arrange.mcnts (e.g. such as the circular key aiTungc111ent tk:scribcd before) may he 

uou1;;i dcrL"tl, • 

lt is also understood, thut other ki1~ds of tlcsigns 1i1r 8 wrisl t:tlU11l1Lll1ication/org1.mi1.cr 

device may hu considurcd. For example, as shown in Fig. 97a, a flip c.ovcr portinn 970 I 

may be provided with a wrist device 9700. Suid device.: 9700 may for example, C()mprises 

most of lhc keys 9703 used for data entry, arid said flip cover 9701 niay cumpri.sc a 

display unH 9702 (or vise versa). As shown in Fig. 97b, oo (he other :;;idc.: of said flip. 

cover, a tlisplay unit 971 I of a waldl unil muy be installed. In dosed pn1.ition. said wrist 

device may rest:mble, and be w;ed as, a_ wristwa1ch. • 

Tl is understood thal the wrist devices sho\1,m and described here uhuve at·e showri only as 

examples. Other iypcs ol' wrist devices muy he considered with th<.: pl'ess unc.l speak claltt 

entry system of Lhc invention requiring lht: use of Clnly few keys. Fur examplt:, as showu • · 

in fig. 98a, a wrist communication devict: 9800 comprising the LilitH entry system or !ho 

invention using few numbers of keys 980."i, may be dctachilbely-ttllt1t,;;hed-Lo/integratctl• 

with the bracelet 9801 of' a wntt:h unit !180:.!. r'ig. 98h shows a wrist device 9810 similar 

. to the one 9800 of the Jig. 98a with tl1e tlilTcrcnce that here the disµhiy unit 98.l I and th1.: 

• data entry kt:ys 9812 arc separated and located on a flip cover 9813 and the tlcvice main· 

body 9814, rcspeclivdy (01· vise versa}; • • 

• As menti,1ricd, tht.: data entry.system of the invt:nliori may be iutegralcd within devices 

having fow numbers of keys. A PDA is an electronic organizer that usually uses a . 

handv.Titin.g ,·ecognition system or miniatw1zctl virtual QW.ERTY keyboard whcn:in both 

methods hnve major shortcoming providing slow and frustrating dalu culry procedure .. 

Usually most PDA ckvices contain at least four keys. The data entry system of thi: 

invention may use said keys according ro print:iplcs dcscrihed bdbre, to provide a qukk 

and accurate data entry for PDA devices. Other devices su<.:h as Tablet PCs may also use 

data entry system of the invcnti,,n. • 

Movement-Tracking f9r Datu Eptrx 

Dividing _a group of symbols such as alphabctici:ll lellt:rs, uurnbers, .pum:luation marh, 

functions, etc., in few suli-groi1ps and using them ,,\lith the press am.I speak 1;ystl.'.m of the 

invention muy permit the climimtlion of use ,,r bu1tvn pressing action by, uv,.mtl1lllly, • 

repladng it with othC!' user's hchavior n.:cognirion sy:rn.:m:s such us n.:1.:ogni7:ing his 

movements. Said movements may bt; the mnvc-ml.'.ntS o!' for t::xample, fingers, eyes. foe~, 

etc., of a user. This may be greatly beneficial f'or user's having limited muLur· ability, or i11. 

environments rcquiling more discrete data entry sy~tem. 

' ........ :.: 
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According lo one emho<lime.nl of lh!:! invention, and by referring_to fig. 9Je as an 
example, l\ user may move his eyes (or l~!s face, in cuse of face tracking system, or his 
fingers in case of finger tracking system) to the Lippcr right side ant! say "Y" for eritering 
said l!:!tler. Same movement without speaking may be assigned to for cxan1plc, the 
puncluation mark'·." 9JJ5. To cmter th!:! leuer :-s·•, the user may move his eyes towards 
lowe::r ldl side ant! suy .. S ... By using only few cle,lrly/easi ly recognizing movements or a 

user a.~signed to few sub-group of' symhcils coinbined a fentme (oftllc data cnlry system· 

of the:: inve::nlion) such a.-; spe.aking a desired symbol, the data entry system of the . 
invention will provide quick ,md at:curntc data entry without requiring hardwar~ (e.g. 
buttons). • • 

·i U is understood that as described in previous applicaticins ins~ead of keys ·otl~er object~ 

• sLu..:h 1~ a sensitive keypad or usur's lingers may hc used for 1J.-;signing said subgroups of 
symbols to lhcm. For t:xample, li,r entering a desired symbol, a useL' may tap his fingur • 

(lo whkh sai<l symhol is assigned) on a desk and Hpt:ak said leller assigned to said finger 

(movement). Alsn instead of voict!/speech_ of lhe user olher user's behavior and behavior 
rt:cognition systems such as lip reading systems muy he used. 

One of the major pi·oblems for the at-least-part-of"a-word level (e.g. syllablc-lcvd) <law 
enlry of lhe invt:nlion is Lhut if there is un ouL'>ide noi.'>e and the spc:cch of said part~of-the­
word ends with a vowc.:1, the system may misrccognize said speech and provide au t1ulpul 

usWilly corresponding Lo the beginning of the desired porUon but ending with a consllml. 
for example, if u user says "mo" (while pressing the key corresponding to the letter ·•m"), . 

the system may providc un oulpul such l.l.'l "mall". To eliminate this problem some 
mulhuds may b1.: uppfo:tl with thr.: dat11 cnlry syslcm t,f the invenliun, • 

According lo o~e cmhotlimbnt_ol' Lht: invention,~~ pri,posed in previously, ~vord/poi1io1~~ 
of-a-word ending with a vo~el pronunciation may he grouj1ed with the po11ion.s lmving 
similar beginning pronunciation but ending with a c:onsonanL.After said portions arc 

entered, the dictionary comparisrn1 and phrase structiu-e wili decided what was is c.lr.:sirc<l 
portion to be inp.ulled. • 

According to one ernbodin1c11t of the invention, u keypad wherein Lhe alphabetical lcrtcrs 
arc arranged 011 for example. rwo columns of keys may be used for lhe at-least-pa1t-of-a­
word level (e.g. syllable-level) data entry system orthe invention. • 

Fig. 99 shows as an example, a keypad 9900 wherein the alphabetical letters al'e arranged 

on two columns ol'kcys 9901 and 9902. Said arrangement focales letters/phonemes 
having closed prommciution on diffcrcnl keys. Said arrangement also reminds a 
QWERTY urrangt:mt:nl with sumt: modifications. ln this example, the middle colunrn 
does not conrain letter characters. Different methods of at-lea.st-part-of-a-word level (e.g: 
syl lable-lewel) dat.a entry srstem of the invention as described earlier may use suit! typt' of 
keypad or olher keypads such as lhose shown in previous figs. having few keys, such the 

figs. 93a to 93d. 
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_As described earlier, according to one c~bodiment oftl~c invcntion;if a word/portiou-or­
a-word ends with a VO}vel, a user may press a key of said keypad ·corresponding to !he 
heginning phoncme/Jcl!er of s~id word/portion-of-u-wo·rd and speak said word/pal'l-of-11• 
word, for entering it. If necessary, for providing more information about saiu portion, u 
user 111ay press additional keys corresponding to ,H least part ufthe letters cori.slitming 
said portion. For example, if said word/purt-oJ:a-word ends with a con1,onan1 phoneme. 
the us1.:r may_prcss an ac.klitiomtl key corresponding ro said consonant • . . . . . . 

To pcrmit the systl!l11 to uisring~ish hetwccn a k1.:y prCS!l con·espond.ing lo tht:! bcginnillg ' 
phoneme of u word/portiim·-of-u~worc.l w1d a ke)' press corresponding to for cxumple. thi: • 
lac;( phoneme.: of saitl wonl/portioi,-01:u-word, difl'e,.ent methods such as the om:s • •• • . : . , .. , desc1·ibcd hereafter, im1y ~e provic.led. • • 

According to one r.:nihodiment of the invention, whrn a wier presses a lirst key 
corresponding lo the beginning phoneme/letter of a v,,ord/porliou-of-a•word while 
speakir1g it, lie may keep saicl key pressed, und press at least un adc.lilional key . 
corresponding lo another Jelle!' (preferably lhc la1,I consonalll) of suid word/porliou-o/:.a-. ~- ' 

' 

Tf sai.tl another leti'i.:r is located 011 a sumc begim1ing key, ihe user may double-prc~s said 
key wl1ile speaking said word/part-of-a-won.I. • 

Fig. ')~)(1 shnws a keypad 9910 wherein alph11bctical dmracters (shown in uppercase) aJ'C 
arranged on two colurru1s of its keys 9<;11~ 9!J12. F.ach of said keys coritainirig said 
alphabetical clrnraclers also contains the alphabetical chaructcn; (shown in lowercase). 
assigned to the opposite key of the same to\¥: Whcn_ }I user attcrnpls to enter a word/part- :. 
of-n~word, he presses the kGy corrcsponc!iug iii the bck{inning character/phoneme of said 
word/part-of:.a-wortl printed in uppercase letter und speaks said word/part~ol:.a-wonl. rt 
said user de~in.:s w prnvide·morc i_nforml!t_iqn such as p1'cssing a key correspomJing to an 
additional lell~r of said wm'd/pnrt-of+~ord. (while keeping said first key presses) said 
user may press a key sitw.iled on the opposite column com:spontling to sui~ additional 
lcttci· (priu!i.:tl in uppcrcuse or lowercase on a key of said opposite column) of said 
word/part-of-a-wore.I. For example, if a user desires ro enter the word "/'und1\ he first 
presses the key 991 J ancl says .said word, und (while kc·cping saic.l key 9913, pressed) suid 
user presses consecutively, for example. twn 11dditional kcys 9914 and 9915 
corresponding lo the consonantS "n". and "ct··. 

Fig. 9.9h shows a keypad 1)920 similar to the kcypu<I ofthe fig. 99b with the dHl'ereucc 
that, here two columns 9921, 9922 m;c assigned Lo the lcllers/ph11nemcs corresponding to 
u beginning pl10nemr..: o/'u word/part-of-a-word, and rul additional column 9923 is usec.l 10 • • 
provide. more infonnation Hbout said wortl/part~of-,i-worc.l by prt:!ssi.ng al least a key 
corresponding Lu at least a lerrcr other than the beginning leller of' said w<ird/part-of-a• 
Wol'd. This llW)' p~m,it data cmtry using one hand only. For example.:, if a user desires to 
enter the worc.l •'fund", he first presses the key 992'1,and says said word, and (afler 
releasing said key 99 i~ said user prcssei; consccutivcly, for example, two additional 
keys 99 2.6'rmcl 9!)'1..' cnl'rcsponding to the consonants .. n". and "d". • 

•·,.:· 
; ·.:·~ ':,, 
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As mentioned before, the word/portion-qf-a-word data entry system oft.be invention may 
also function without the step of comparing the assembled selected character-sets with a 
dictionary ofwords/po_rtions-of-words. A user may enter a word, portion by potion, and 
have them inputted directly. As mentioned, this is useful for entering a-word/part-of-a word 
in different languages without worrying about its existence in a .dictionary of 
words/portions-of-words. A means such as a mode key may be used to inform the system 
that the assembled group of characters will be inputted/outputted without said comparison. 
If more than one assembled group of characters has been produ·ced they may be presented 
to the user ( e.g. in a list printed at the display) and the user may_ select one of them by, for 
example, pressing a "select" key. Io another embodiment, if more than one assembled 
group of characters has been produced, an assembled group of character having the highest 
priority may be inputted automatically, by proceeding to, for example, the entry of a next 
word/portion-of-a word, a punctuation mark, a function such as "enter", etc. 

Also, According to said principles described earlier in this application, a word inay be 
inputted by entering it portion-by-portion with/without the step of comparison with a 
dictionary of words. Also as described before, said portion may be a character or a group of 
characters of a word ( a macro). 

According to one embodiment of the invention, in addition to the alphabetical letters, the 
character by character data entry system of the invention may use a limited number of 
frequently used portion-of-a-words (e.g. tion", "ing", "sion", "ment'\ "ship'\ "ed", etc.) 
and/or limited number of frequently used words (e.g. "the", "and'', "will", etc.,) to provide 
a quick and accurate data entry system requiring small amount of memory and low 
processing power. Said limited number of words/portion-of-a-words may be assigned to the 
corresponding keys of a ke;:ypad according to the principles of the data entry system of the 
invention as described in this application and the applications filed before. Acc·ording to 
this embodiment, for example, a user may enter the word "portion", in four portions "p", 
110"1 "r'\ and "don". To do so, for eiample by using the keypad of the figure 93c, said user 
may first say "p" and press (almost simultaneously) the corresponding key 9330. He, then, 
may say "o" and press (almost simultaneously) the corresponding key 9333. Then, said 

. user may say "r" and press (almost simultaneously) the corresponding key 9330. And 
finally, he may say "shen" (e.g. pronunciation of the portion-of-a-word, "tion") and press 
(almost simultaneously) the key 9330 (e.g. corresponding to the letter "t", the first letter of 
the portion-of-a-word, ''tion") to which the portion "tion" is assigned. 

As mentioned before, this embodiment of the invention may be processed with/without the 
use of the step of comparison of the inputted word with the words of a dictionary of words 
as described before in the applications. In case of not using said comparison step, the data 
may be inputted/outputted portion by portion. 

As mentioned, this embodiment of the invention is beneficial for the integration of the data 
entry system of the invention within small devices (e.g. wrist-mounted electronic devices, 
cellular phon·es) wherein the memory size and the processor speed are limited. In addition 
to (or in replacement of) said frequently t1sed words/portion-of-a-words, a user may also 
add his preferred words/portion-of-a-words to said list. 



As previously described, the data entry system of the invention may use few numbers of 
keys for a complete data entiy. It is understood that instead of said few keys, a single multi­
mode/multi-section button having different predefined sections wherein each section 
responding differently to a user's action/contact on said e~ch of said different predefined 
sections of said multi-mode/multi-section button, may be provided wherein 
characters/phoneme-sets/character-sets as described in this invention may be assigned to 
said action/contact with said predefined sections. Fig. 100 shows, as an example, a multi­
mode/multi-section button 10000 (e.g. resembling to a multi/mode button used in many 
electronic games, cellular phones, remote controllers of TVs, etc.) wherein five sections 
l 0001-10005 of said button, each respond differently to user's finger action (e.g. pressing) 
/contact on said section. As an example, different alphanumeric characters and 
punctuations are assigned to four 10001-10004 of said sections and the ··space character is 
assigned to the middle section 10005. It is un~erstood that said button I 0000 may have a 
different shape such as an oval shape, and may have different number of sections wherein 
different configuration of symbols may be assigned to each of said portions. 

//0. 



As described before and shown as example 'in figs. 95a t~ 95k, ~ electronic device such 

as a mobile computing/communication device comprising a wide display and small data 

• entry unit having quick data entry capabilities due to data entry system of the invention, . 

may be provided. Also as mentioned previously, said electronic device may comprise 

additional buttons. Fig. IO I, shows an electronic device IO 100 comprising keys 10102, 

10103 (in this example, bi-directional keys) for entering text and corresponding 

functions, and additional rows of buttons 10104, 10105 for entering other functions such 

• as dialing phone mm;bers (e.g. without spealdng said nwnbers), navigating within the 

display, sending/receiving a call, etc. A group of symbol as described in this invention, 

may be assigned to pressing each side of a bi-directional key such as the keys IO 102-

10103. A bi-directional key may correspond to two separate keys. Manipulating a bi­

directional key may be easier than manipulating two separate keys. In the example of this 

embodiment, a user may enter the data by using the thwnbs 10106, I 0107 of his two 
hands. • 

As mentioned in different paragraphs of this patent application and the previous ones 

filed by this inventor, it is understood that other kinds of keys such as virtual (soft) keys 

may be used with the data entry system of the invention. Also, at least part of the 

• additional data entry features described in this patent application and the previous ones 

. applied by this inventor may be integrated within the computer/telecommunication device 

of the invention. For example, an extendable (e.g. detachable) microphone/camera/ · 

antenna 10101, and a mouse (not shown) within the backside (e.g. to be manipulated by 

the user's forefinger) or on any other side of said computer/telecommunication device 

may be implemented. • 

As mentioned before, part/all symbols available for a complete data entry may be 

assigned to few keys and be used with the data entry system of the invention to provide a 

complete quick and easy data entry. Said few keys may be part of the keys of a keypad .. 

Fig. 102 shows another example of the assignments of the symbols of a PC keyboard to 

few keys 10200. In this exan1ple, the arrows for navigation a cursor{e.g. in a text) on a 

display, may be assigned to a spoken mode .. For example, a user may ·single-press the key 

10201 and say "left" to move the cursor (e.g. in a text printed on the display) one 

character .left. To move the cursor several characters left, said user ·may press the key 

10201 while saying ''left" and keep swd key pressed. The _cursor may keep 111ovi11g left 

until the user releases said key I 0201. To move said cursor to the right, the user may 

press the key 10202 while saying, for example "right", and using the procedure whjch 

just described. Similar procedures may be used for moving the cursors up and down in a 

text by pressing the corresponding keys· and saying corresponding words. • 

According to one embodiment of the invention, moving the cursor in several directions • 

(such as left, right, up, and down) may be assigned to at least one key. With continuous 

reference to Fig. I 02, as an example, moving ~e ·cursor in different directions may be 

assigned to a single key 10203. For example, ·a user may press the key 10203 and say 

''left" to move said cursor to tl1e left. To move the cursor to the right, up, or down, said 

user may press the key I 0203 an~ say "right", "up'\ or !'down", respectively.· 



It is understood that in this example, the number of keys (to which part/all sym~ols 

available for a complete data entry may be assigned) are demonstrated only as an 

example. Said number of keys may be different according to the needs such as the design 

of an electronic device. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a keypad/data-entry-unit of the inve11tion 

having a few number of keys may comprise additional features such as a microphone, a 

• speaker, a camera, etc. Said keypad may be a standalone unit being connected to a 

corresponding electronic device. Said standalone keypad may permit to integrate a 

display unit covering substantially a whole side of said electronic device. Fig. 103a 

• shows a standalone keypad of the invention having at least few keys (or at least a multi­

directional key corresponding to said few keys) 10301, 10307, 10308, 10309 to which 

pa.rt/all symbols available for a complete data entry may be assigned for ciata.(e.g. text) 

entry. Said keypad may also comprise additional features such as a.microphone 10302, a 

speaker 10305, a camera 10303, etc. Said additional features may be integrated within 

said keypad, attached/connected to it, etc. As shown in Fig. 103b, said keypad I 0300 

(shown by its side view) may also comprise attaching means 10304 to attach said keypad 

to another object such as a user's finger/wrist. Said keypad may be connected (wirelessly 

ot by wires) to a corresponding electronic device. Fig. 103c, shows a standalone keypad 

10310 according to the principles just described. As mentioned before, by using few keys 

combined with the data entry system of the invention for a complete data entry, after·a 

short period of exercise, a user may enter complete data such as text through said few 

keys without looking at s_aid keys. Based on this principle, a user may hold said keypad 

10310 in ( e.g. the palm of) his hand, position it closed to his mouth, and press the desired 

keys while not-speaking/speaking-the-symbols (e.g. characters, letters, words/part-of­

words, functions corresponding to said key presses) according to the principles of the 

data entry system of the invention, without looking at the keys. As mentioned, said 

keypad may be, wirelessly or by wires, connected to a corresponding electronic device. In 

this example, the keypad is connected by a wire 10312 to a corresponding device (not 

shown). Also in this example, a microphone I 0313 is attached to said wire I 0312. • 

Holding said keypad I 0310 in (e.g. the palm) of a hand closed to the mouth for data entry 

has many advantages such as: • 

- a user does not have to wear a bead-worn microphone 

said user may speal( very closed to the microphone, therefore he may speak 

discretely 
- the cavity of the user's palm may accentuate the user's voice for better 

• reception by the microphone . • 

- the (e.g. palm of) the hand of the user substantially eliminates the outside 

noise while speaking · • 

-the (e.g. palm of) the hand of the user prevents the user's yqic~ to.be spread 

(e.g. not disturbing the others) . · •• .......... _,, • ••• • .·-••. •• 

It is understood that the standalone keypad/data-entry-unit of the invention may also 

comprise part/alJ of the features described in this application and the previous 

applications filed by this inventor. For example, said standalone keypad/data-entry-unit 

may comprise a camera to, for exan1ple, be used with th~ lip-reading system of the 



. inventiqn. It also may comprise a means based on the denture recognition system of the 
• invention. Said keypad may also comprise other features such as a battery, wireless 

means to connect'said keypad to a correspondmg device. An antenna may also be 
implemented with said keypad. In case of wired connection, said wire may also comprise 
an antenna system of the keypad and/o_r the corresponding electronic device. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in Fig. 103d, the standalone 
keypad 10320 of the invention may be used as a necklace/pendent. This pem1its easy and 
discrete, portability and use, of the keypad/data-entry-unit of the invention. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in Fig. 103e, the standalone 
_keypad ·10330 of the invention may be attached-to/integrated-with a pen of a touch 
sensitive display such as the display of a PDA/fabletPC. This permits easy and discrete, 
portability anq use, of the keypad/data-entry-unit of the invention. 

According t_o one embodiment of the invention, as shown in Fig. 103f, the l(eypad of the 
invention having few nwnber of keys may be a multi-sectioned keypad I 0341 (shown in 
closed position). This will permit to still more reduce the size of said keypad permitting 
to provide an extremely small sized keypad through which a complete data entry may be 
provided. A multi-sectioned keypad has already been invented by this inventor and patent 
applications have been .filed. Some/all of the descriptions and features described in said 
applications may be applied to the .tpulti-sectioned keypad of the invention having few 
number of keys. • 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in Fig. l 03 g, the keypad/data­
entry-unit of the invention having few number of keys 10350, may comprise a point-and­
click (e.g. mouse) I 0351 unit within the backside (or other sides) of said keypad. Said 
point-and-click device may be of any type such as a pad-type 10351 or a balled-type (not 
shown). A point-and-click ( e.g. mouse) unit located in a side such as the backside of a 
data~entry-wlit has already been invented by this inventor and patent applications have 
been .filed. Some/all ·of the descriptions and features described in said appli_cations may be 
applied to the multi-sectioned keypad of the invention having few number of keys. 

Fig I 03h shows a keypad/data-entry-unit of the invention having few number of keys 
10351 and being integrated within a device 10350 having a point-and-click (e.g. mouse) 
unit (not shown) and work in combination with said point-and-click (e.g. mouse) W1it for. 
a complete data entry and manipulation of data. Said device and its movements on a 
surface may resemble to a traditional computer mouse device. ·said integrated device may 
be connected wirelessly or be wires 10352 to a corresponding electronic instrument such 
as a computer. As shown in fig. iOJj, a point-and-click (e.g. mouse) unit 10361 may be 
located in a side such as the backside of said data-entry-unit 10351. Said point-and-click • 
(e.g. mouse) wtit 10361 may be a track-ball-type mouse. A user may manipulate/work­
with a computer using said integrated data entry unit 10351 combine with the data entry 
system of the invention, replacing the traditional PC keyboard and mouse. Keys of the 
mouse may be the traditional keys such as l 0353, 10354 (see fig. 103g), or their 
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functions may be assigned to said few keys ( 10355-10358, in this example) of said 

keypad 10351. • •• • • 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as mentioned in this patent application 

and the previous patent applications filed by this inventor, the data entry system ·of the 

invention may be combined with a word predictive software. For example, a user may 

enter at least one beginning chara,cter of a word by using the data entry system of the 

invention (e.g. speaking a part-of-a-word corresponding to at least one character) while 

pressing corresponding key( s ), and continue to press the keys corresponding to the rest of 

said word without speaking them. the precise entry of the beginning letters of said word 

( due to accurate data entry system of the invention) _along with the pr~ssing· of the keys 

(without speaking) corresponding to theremaining letters of said word may pennit an 

accurate data entry system also permitting less speech. • 

Thus, while there have been shown and described and pointed out fundamental 

n_ovel features of the invention as applied to alternative embodiments thereof, it wiH be 

• understood that various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form and details 

of the disclosed invention may be made by those sldlled in the.art without departing from 

the spirit of the invention. It is the intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by 

the scope of the claims appended hereto. It is to be understood that the drawings are not 

necessarily drawn to scale, but that they are merely cqnceptual in nature. For example, 

the features described in this application and the applications filed before may apply to 

all of the embodiments of the invention. Also an embodiment of the invention may be • 

:function separately or it may function combined with one or more other embodiments of 

. the invention. Also, for example, if the system comprises enough memory and 

processing capabilities, a _phrase recognition system may be used to select one of said 

selected word according to the corresponding phrase context. 



According to one embodiment of the invention, the keypad/data entry unit of the 
invention having few number of keys, may he attached/integrated with a traditional 
earbut of an electronic device such as a cell phone. Fig. 103j shows a traditional earbut 
103 70 used by a user. The earbut may comprise a speaker 103 71, a microphone 103 72 
and a keypad/data entry unit of the invention 10373 (multi-sectioned keypad, in this 
example). It is understood that the keypad/data entry unit of the invention may be used 

. with a corresponding electronic device for entering key presses while a separate head 
microphone is used for entering the user's corresponding speech. 



Sweepin_g procedures Combined with the Data.Entry System of the Invention 
As mentioned before, the data en~ system of the invention may use any kind of objects such_~ few keys, o?e or more multi-~ode (e.g. multi--di.rectional) keys, one or more sensitive p~ds, users finge:~• etc. Als~ as mentioned, said objects such as said keys may be of an1 kind such as traditional mobile-phone-type keys, touch-sensitive keys, keys responding to two or more levels of pressure on them (e.g. touch level and more pressure level), virtual keys combined with optical recognition, etc. 

As mentioned before, when entering a portion of a word according to the data entry systems of the invention, for betti:r recognition, i_n addition to providing information ( e.g. key press and speech) corresponqing to a first chara,cter/phoneme of said portion, a user may provide additional information corresponding to mo.re characters such as the last character( s), and/or middle character(s) of said portion. • 

According to one embodiment of the invention, as shown in Fig. I 04, a touch sensitive surface/pad 10400 having few predefined zones/keys such as the zones/keys l 0401-10404 may be provided and work with the data entry system of the invention. To each of said zones/keys a group of symbols according to the data entry systems of the invention may be assigned. The purpose of this embodiment is to enhance the word/portion-of-a­word (e.g. including the character-by-character) data/text entry system of the invention. According to this embodimen~ to provide a single character data entry, a user may single/double press a corresponding zone/key combined-with/without speech (according to the data entry systems of the invention, as described before). To enter a worcl/portion­of..a-word having at least two characterst while speaking said word/portion-of-a.word, the . user may sweep, for example, his finger or a pen, over at least one of the zones/keys of said surface, relating to at least.one of the letters of said word/portion-of-a-word. The sweeping procedw-e may, preferably, start from the zone corresponding to the first· character of said word/portion-of-a-word, and also preferably, end at a zone corresponding to the last character of said word/portion-of-a-word, while eventually, (e.g. for helping easier recognition) passing over the zones corresponding to one or more . middle character of said word/portion-of-a-word The entry of information corresponding to said word/portio_n-of-a-word may end when said user removes (e.g. lifts) said finger (~r said object) from said surface/sensitive pad. It is understood that the speech of the user may end before said corresponding sweeping action ends, but the system inay consider said whole corresponding sweeping a_ction. • 
. . . . 

According to another embodiment of the invention, for entering a word/part-of-a-word> while.speaking it, a user may sweep his finger over the zones/keys (if more then one consecutive characters are represented by a same zone/key, accordingly, sweeping in several different directions on said same zone/key) corresponding to all of the letters of a said word/part-of-the-word to be entered. With reference to the :fig._ l 04a, for example, to enter t.he word/portion-of-a-word, "for'', while saying it, a user may sweep his, for example finger or a pen, over the zones/keys 10422, 10424, and 10421, corresponding to the letters "t", "o", and "r", respectively (demonstrated by the multi-directional arrow 10425). The user, then, may lift his finger from said surface .(e.g. sensitive pad) informing 
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the system of ending the entry of the information co?Tespondmg to said w~rd/portion-of-a-word. . • 

According to another embodiment of the. invention, for quicker interaction, to enter a word a user may sweep his finger over the zones corresponding to some of the letters of said word/part-of-a-word to be entered. With reference to the fig. 104b, for example, to enter the word/portion-of-a-word, "for", while saying it a user may sweep his, for example finger o~ a pen, over the zones I 0412, 10411 (demonstrated by the arrow 10415) starting from the zone 10412 (e.g. corresponding to the letter "f') and ending at the zone 10411 (e.g. corresponding to the letter "r") without passing over the zone 10414 9omsponding to the letter "o". 

The advantage of a sweeping procedure on a sensitive pad over pressing/releasing action of conventional non-sensitive keys (e.g. keys of a conventional telephone keypad) is that . when using the sweeping procedure, a user may lifts his finger from said sensitive surface only after finishiog sweeping over the zones/keys corresponding to several (or all) of the letters of a word-part-of-a-word. Even if the user ends the speech of said portion before the end of the corresponding sweeping action, the system considers the entire cozresponding sweeping action (e.g. from the time the user first touches a first zone/key of said surface till the time the user lifts his finger from said surface). Touching/sweeping • and lifting the finger from said surface may also inform the system of the start point and endpoint of a corresponding speech (e:g. said speech is preferably approximately within said time limits. 

• In conclusion, according to one embodiment of the invention, a trajectory of a sweeping interaction (e.g. corresponding to the words having at least two characters) with a surface having a predefined number of zones/keys responding to said interaction may comprise the following points wherein each of said points correspond to a letter of said word/part­of-a-word: 
1) Starting poin\ corresponding to the first character of a word/part-of-a-word 2) Sweeping direction changing points (e.g. not obligatory, does not exist for the • words having two characters only), usually corresponding to a middle character (if there exist any) of said word/part•of.a-word 3) Ending point corresponding to an additional character (preferably, the last (preferably, pronounceable)) of said word/part-of-a-word Fig. 105 shows as an example, a trajectory of a sweeping action 10505 corresponding to the word "bring", on a surface 10500 having four zones/keys 10501-10504. The starting point 10506 infonns the system that the first letter of said word is located on the zone/key I 0503. The other three points/angles 1050.7-10509 corresponding .to the change of direction in the sweeping action, inform the system that said word comprises at least . three more letters represented by the one of the characters assigned to the zones 10501, 10504, and 10502. Preferably, the order of said letters in said word (e.g. "bring, in this example) corresponds to the order of said trajectory points. It is understood that said angles corresponding to the change of direction may be less accentuated and have formed such as a curved form. Fig. l 05a shows as an example, a sweeping trajectory (shown by the arrow 10514 having a curved angle l 0515) corresponding to the word "time 11. In this 

• /17 



example, the sweeping action has been provided according to the letters "t" (e.g. presented by the key/zone 10511), "i'', (e.g. presented by the key/zone 10512) and "m" ( e.g. presented by the key/zone 10513). It is understood that the user speaks ·s~d word (e.g. 1'time", in this example) while sweeping. 

The tap~in~ and/or sweeping data entry system of the invention will significantly reduce the ambiguity between a letter and the words starting with said letter and having a similar pronunciation. Based on the principles just described, for example, to enter the letter ''b" and :he words/part-of-a-words, "be" and "bee", the following procedures may be ' 1 

consldered: . 
- to enter the le~er "b", as sh~wn in fig. l 06a, a user, as usual, may single _pres~touch ('Wlthout sweepipg) a sensitive ione/key (e.g. the zone/key 10601 

lD this example) corresponding to the letter "b" while pronouncing said letter. to enter the word/part-of-a-word, "be", as shown in fig. 106b and described earli_e:; while pronouncing s~d word/part-of-a-word, a user may sweep on the sens1t1ve surface l 0610 starting from the zone 10611 corresponding to the letter "b" and passing/ending at the zone l 0612, corresponding to the letter "e11 (e.g. or the corresponding phoneme that the letter ·•e11 represents. The arrow 10613 demonstrates the corresponding sweeping path/trajectory, - to enter the word/part-of-a-word ''bee", as shown in fig. 106c and described earlier, while pronouncing said word/part-of-a-word. a user may sweep on the sensitive surface 10620 starting from the zone 10621 corresponding to the letter 1'b'', passing/sweeping on the zone 10622, corresponding to· the ( e.g. first) letter "e" or the corresp~nding pbonetne that_tJ1e Jetter •·e" represents, and changing sweeping direction on the same zone 10622, corresponding to the (e.g. second) letter "e" or the corresponding phoneme that the letter "e" represents. Change of diiection on a same zone/key may inform the system that at ieast two letters of said word/part-of-a-word are located-on/assigned-to said zone/key and are located after the letter corresponding to the previous zone/key in said word/part-of-a-word. The arrow 10623 demonstrates the corresponding sweeping path. • 

It must be noted that, as shown, each change in sweeping direction may correspond to an additional corresponding letter in a word. While sweeping :from one zone to another, there user may pass over a zone that.he is not intending to. The system may not consider :Said passage if, for example, either the passage trace is not substantial (e.g. see the sweeping trace 10624 in the zone/key l 0625 of the fig. 106c), and/or there has been no. angles (e.g. no change of direction) in said zone, etc. Also to reduce and/or eiimin_ate the confusability, a traversing (e.g. neutral) zone such as the zone l 0626 may be considered. 

As mentioned before, the character by character data entry system.of the invention and the word/portion-of-a-word by word/portion-of-a-word data entry system of the invention may be combined. For example, to write a word such ·as "stop", a user may enter it in two portions 11s" and "top". To enter the letter "s", the user may (single) touch/press, the . ·zone/key corresponding to the letter 11s" while pronouncing said letter. Then, to enter the portion "top11
, while pronouncing said portion, the use~ may sweep (e.g. drag), for 



example, bis fmget over the corresponding zones/keys according t~ principles of the sweeping procedure of the invention as described. 

To reduce or eliminate the ambiguity of an accidental contact with a zone/key of a sensitive surface, in addition to touch sensitive feature another feature such as a click/heavier-pressure system (such as the system provided with the keys of a . conventional ~obile phone keypad) may be provided with each zone/key. In this case, for example, to enter a single symbol (e.g. according to the character by character data entry . system of the invention) rather than a slight touching, the user may more strongly press a corresponding zone/key to enter said symbol. To proceed to the ~ord/part-of-a-word by word/part-of-a-word data entry system of the invention, the user may use the sweeping procedures as described earlier, by sweeping, for example, his finger, slightly ( e.g. using slight pressure) over the co_rresponding zones/keys. . 
If a word/part-of-a-word contains letters represente4 on a single zone/key, whil~ speaking. said word/part-of-a-word, a user may sweep, for example, his finger over said zone/key, in several consecutive different directions (e.g. at least one direction, and at most the number of directions equivalent to the number ofletters (n) constituting said worol,part­of-a-word1 minus one (e.g., n-1 directions)). For example, to enter the word, "you", as show in fig. l 07a, a user may sweep his :finger once ( e.g. preferably, in a single . straight/almost straight direction 10702) on the zone/key 10701 to inform the system that a.t least two letters of said word/part-of-a-word are assigned to said zone/key (according to one embodiment of the invention, entering a single character is represented by a tap over said zone/key). To enter the same word by providing more infoxmation to the . system, as shown in .fig. 107b, said user may sweep, for example, his finger, in two consecutive different directions 10712, 10713 (e.g. two straight/almost straight direction) on the zone/key 10711 corresponding to at least three letters (e.g. in this example, all of the letters constituting the word ."you") of said a word/part-of-a-word, without :removing (e.g. lifting) his :finger :from said zone/key. 

As mentioned, to enter a word/part-of-a-word, a' user may speak said word/part-of-a-word and sweep an object such as his finger over at least part of the zones/keys representing the corresponding symbols (e.g. letters) of word/part-of-a-word. According to one embodiment of the invention, preferably, the user may sweep over the zone(s)/key(s) representing the first letter, at least one of the middle letters (e.g. if exist any), and the last letter of said word/part-of-a-word. Preferably, the last letter considered to be swap may be the last letter corresponding to the last pronounceable phoneme in a word/part-of-a­word. For example, the last letter to be swap ofthe word, "write", may be considered a.s the letter "t'' (e.g. pronounceable) rather than the letter "e" (e.g. in this example, the letter 11e" is not pronounced), It is understood that if desired, ·the user may sweep according to both letters "t'' and ''e". 

According to another example, a user may sweep according to the first letter of a word/part-of-a-word and at least one of the remaining consonants of said word/part-of-a­word. For example, to enter the word "force", the user may sweep according to the le~ers "f', "r', and "c", 
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To enter a word in at least two portions, according to one embodiment of the invention, the user first sweeps (for example, by using his finger) on the zones/keys according to the first portion while speaking said portion. He then, may lift (e.g. remove) his finger from the sensitive surface to inform the system that the entry of said ( e.g. in this example, first) _ potion has ended. The user then proceeds to entering the next portion (and so on) . according to the same principles. At the end of the word, the user may provide an action such as pressing/touching a space key. 

To enter a word in at least two portions, according to another embodiment of the invention, the user first sweeps (for example, by using his finger) on the zones/keys _ according to the first portion while speaking it. He then, (without ·lifting/removing his • finger from the sensitive surface) proceeds to·entering the next portion (and so on) _ according to the same principles. At the end of the word, the user may lift (e.g. remove) his frnger from the sensitive surface to inform the system that the entry of said whole word has ended, The user, then, may provide an action such as pressing/touching a space key. In this embodiment, as described, lifting the finger from the writing surface ,may correspond tQ the end of the entry of an entire word. Accordingly, a space character may automatically be provided before/after said word. 

It is understood that, preferably, the order of sweeping zones/keys and, if necessary, different directions within said zones/keys may correspond to the order of the location of the corresponding letters in the corresponding word/part-of~a-word (e.g. from left to right; from_ right to left, from up to down, etc.). For example, while entering a word/portion-of-a-word in English language, a user may sweep on the zones/keys _ corresponding and/or according to the letters situated :from left to right in said word/portion-of-a-word. In another example, while entering a word/portion-of-a-word in for example, Arabic or Hebrew language, a user may sweep on the zones/keys corresponding and/or according to the letters situated from right to left in said word/portion-of-a-word. As mentioned and demonstrated before, it is understood that a user may sweep zones (and direction) either according/corresponding to all of the letters of said word/portion•of-a-word or according/corresponding to some of the letters of said word/portion•of-a,word. 

As mentioned before, part or ail of the systems, methods, features, etc. described in this _ patent application and the patent application filed before by this inventor may be combined to provide different embodiments/products. For example, after entering a word portion by portion (e.g. by using the sweeping data entry of the invention), as described previously, to each entry of a portion, more than one related chain of letters may be selected by the system. In this case, as previously described, different assembly of said selections may be provided and compared to the words of a dictionary of words. If said assemblies correspond to more than one word of said dictionary then they may be presented to the user according to their frequency of use starting from the most frequent word to the least frequent word. This matter have be~n described in detail, previously:·'-- .,.-.-·s- --·.::c .. ,.s •• .-- ., •• _ •••• 
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The a~tom~tic spacing procedures of the invention may also be applied to the data entry systems usmg the sweeping methods of the invention. 

As de_scribe~ before, different automatic spacing procedures may be considered and co~bmed_with the da~ entry systems of the invention. According to one embodiment of the 1;-1vent1on (as ?e~cnbed before) each word/portion-of-a-word may have special spacmg charactenstics such as the ones described hereunder: • 
- a portio~-of-a-word Ill;ay be of a kind to~ preferably as default, be attached to the pr~v1ous word/potion-of-a-word (Examples, "ing'', "ment'', 1'tion", etc). • a portion-of-a-word mar be of a kind, to prefe~ably, be· attached to the previous word/potion-of-~-~ord and ma~ also require the next word/portion­of-a·';"ord to be attached to 1t (e_.g. "ma" 1n the word "infonnation'') a portion-of-a-word may be. an independently meaningful word that may not be attached to the previous word/potion-of-a-word As default, a space character before ot after said word may automatically be provided, unless , for example, the user or the phrase context require it to be attached to said previous/next word/potion-of-a-word (e.g. "for'', "less'?- • . . single characters such as the letters, digits, punctuation marks, may be . considered to be (e.g. as default) automatically attached to the previous/next word/potion-of-a-word, unless otherwise decided, 

According to one embodiment of the invention, based on the character-by-character data entry systems of the invention, the entry of a single character such as a letter may be • assigned to pressing/tapping a coI!esponding zone/key of a the touch-sensitive surface combined with/without speech, and a word/portion-of-a-word entry may be assigned to speaking said word/portion-of-a-word while providing a single-direction sweeping action (e.g. almost straight direction) on a zone/key to which the beginning character of said word is assigned. For example, to enter the letter "z", while pronouncing said letter, a user may press/touch (without sweeping) a key to which said letter "z" is assigned. To enter the word/portion-of-a-word ·•zoo", while pronouncing said word/portion--of-a-word, a user may sweep a zone/key to which said letter 11
1," ( e.g. corresponding to the beginning letter of the word "zoo'') is assigned. This may perm.it to the system easily understand the . user intention of either a character entry procedure or a _word/portion-of-a-word enor • procedure. 

The described and/or shown, the data entry systems of the invention may provide many embodiments based on the principles described in patent applications filed by this • inventor. Based on said principles and according to different embodiments of the invention, for examples, different keypads having different number of keys, and/or different key maps· (e.g. different arrangement of symbo!s on a keypad) may be . · considered. An electronic device may comprise more than one of said embodiments which may require some of said different keypads and/or different key maps. To permit providing said keypads and/or key maps within a same electronic device, physical and/or virtual keypads and/or key maps may be provided. 



According to one embodiment of the invention, different keypads and/or key maps according to a current embodiment of the invention on an electronic device, may auto0:1atically, be provided on the display unit of said electronic device. A user, according to, for example, the needs odtls preference may select an embodiment from a group of different embodiment existing within said electronic device. For this, a means such as a mode (e.g.) may be provided within said electronic device which may be used by said user for selecting one of said embodiments and accordingly a corresponding keypads and/or key-map. 
. • 

According to another embodiment, for example, instead of using the display unit of an electronic device for printing a keypad and/or a key-map, the keys of a keypad qf said. device (for example, if said electronic device is a telephone, the keys ofits keypad) rriay. be used to display different key maps on at lest some of the keys of said keypad. For this purpose, said keys of said keypad may comprise electronically modifiable printing keycaps. 
• 

. Still, according to another embodiment and by referring to the previous etnbodiment, instead of using a keypad having electronically modifiable printing keycaps, different hard key maps according to corresponding data entry embodiments may be provided and delivered with said electronic device. Fig. l 08, shows as an example, an exchangeable (e.g . .front) cover 10800 of a mobile phone, having a number of hollow holes (e.g. such as the hole 10801) corresponding to a physical keycap (usually made in rubber material by the manufacturers of the mobile phones) . With said.mobile phone and the exchangeable cover, also different replaceable hard (e.g. physical) key maps (e.g. such as the key maps 10811-l 0813) corresponding to the relating embodiments of the invention, may be provided. After selecting a desired embodiment of the date entry system, a user may, manually, replace.a corresponding key map within said cover (and said phone) 
It is understood that instead of a single pad having different predefined zones, different predefined pads, touch and/or press-sensitive-keys, etc., corresponding to each of said zones may be provided. Also :fingers of a user may be used to assign said groups of symbols and said sweeping movements to said fingers combined with touch sensitive surface(s) or any other finger recognition systems (such as optical reading) as described in iliis application and the applications filed before. It must be noted that for example, any kind of technology and interaction such as two levels of pressure n:iay be used inste,ad of the sweeping data entry method of the invention, to provide the same results. Also any kind and number of objects such as keys may be used. These matters have already been described in this patent application, and previous patent applications filed by this . inventor. • 

• According to one embodiment of the invention, instead of to fe:w keys, the symbols and configuration of them (e.g. as described in different applications) may be assigned to other objects such as few fingers of a user and the user's manipulations of said fingers. Said fingers of s~d user may replace the keys of a keyPad and s§iid movements of said fingers may replace different modes such as single and/or double press, sweeping procedure, etc. Said fingers and said manipulations of said finger may be used with the 



user's behaviors such as voice and/or Hp movements. Different recognition system for recognizing said objects (e.g. fingers, portions of fingers, fingerprint recognition systems,· scanning systems, optical systems, etc.) and different recognition system for recognizing said behaviors (e.g. voice and/or lip recognition systems) may be used to provide the different embodiments of the invention as described before and may be described later. 
According to one embodiment of the invention and by referring to the embodiment of the system using four keys for data entry, instead of four keys, for finger of a user may be used to assign the syµi.bols which were assigned to said keys. Also, for example, a means such as an optically recognition system and/or a sensitive surface may be user for recognizing the interactions/movements of said fingers. For ex.ample, to enter the letter "to'\ a user may tap (e.g. single tap) one of his fingers to which the letter "t'' is assigned . on a surface while pronouncing said letter. Still based on the data entry systems of the invention, an additional recognition means such as a voice recognition system may be used for recognizing the user's speech and helping the system to provide an accurate output 

Thus, while there have been shown and described and pointed out fundatnental novel features of the invention as applied to alternative embodiments thereof; it will be understood that various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form and details of the disclosed invention may be made by those skilled in the art without departing from the spirit of the invention. rt is the intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by the ·scope of th~ claims appended hereto. It is to be understood that the drawings are not necessarily drawn to scale, but that they are merely conceptual in nature. For example, the features described in this application and the applications filed before may apply to all of the embodiments of the invention. Also an embodiment of the invention may be function separately or it may :function combined with one or more other embodiments of the invention. Also, for example, if the system comprises enough memory and processing capabilities, a phrase recognition system may be used to select one of said selected word according to the corresponding phrase context. . 



Use of Multi-directional button or trackball, for word/part-of~a-word data entry 
Instead of using a touch sensitive surface/pad having few predefined zones/keys 
combined with the sweeping procedure of the invention for enteririg words/part-of-a­
words, other means such as a trackball, or a :multi-directional button having few ( e.g. 
four) predefined pressing zones/keys may be provided with the data entry system of the 
invention. The principles of such systems may be similar to the one described for said 
sweeping procedure1 and other data entry systems of the invention. • . 

According to one embodiment of the invention,'a trackball having rotating movements 
which may be oriented toward a group of predefined points/zones around said trackball, 
and wherein to each of said predefined points/zones, a group of symbols according to the 
data entry systems of the invention may be assigned, may be used with the data entry 
system of the invention. As mentioned, the principles of said system may be similar to 
those described for the sweeping procedure using a touch sensitive surface/pad having 
few predefined zones/keys. The difference between the two systems is that, here, the 
trackball replaces said touch sensitive surface/pad, and the rotating movements of said 
trackball to_ward,s said predefined points/zones replace the sweeping/pressing action on 
said predefined zones/keys of said touch sensitive surface/pad. All of the descriptions of 
the data entry systems of the invention using the sweeping procedures on a touch 
sensitive surface/pad having few predefined zones/keys as described before, may be 
applied to said. data entry system using said trackball. Fig. 109a, shows as example, a 
trackball system 109001 that may be rotated towards four predefined zones 10901-10904, 
wherein to each ofsaid zones a predefined group of symbols such as alphanumerical 
characters, words, part-of-a-words, etc., according to different data entry systems of the 
invention as described in this application and the previous applications filed by this 
inventor, may be assigned and used with the principles of the pressing/sweeping 
combined with speaking/not-speaking data entry systems of the invention. For a correct 
functionality of said trackball, said zones may be printed on a display unit, and said 
trackball may manipi.llate a pointer on said display unit and said zones. According to 
another method, said trackball may position in a predefined position> bt:fore and after 
each usage. the center of said trackball may be marked by a point sign 10905. To enter a 
symbol a user may at first put hid finger (e.g. thumb) on said point and the start moving 
in direction(s) according to a the symbol to be entered. 

With continuous reference to the current embodiment, as shown in fig. I 09b, for example, 
. in order to enter the word/part-of-a-word "ram", the user may rotate the trackball 10910 
towards the zones 10911,10912, and 10913, corresponding to the characters, ''r'', ''a", and 

. "m", and prefex:a,bly, simultaneously, speak the word/part-of-a-word, "ram1\ 

Acco~ding to another embodiment of the invention, a multi-directional button having few 
(e.g. four) predefined pressing zones/keys, and wherein to each of said zones/keys a group 
of symbols according to the data entry systems of the invention is assigned, may be used 
with the data entry system of the invention. Said multi-directional button may provide two 
type of information to the data entry system of the-invention. A first information 
corresponding to a pressing action on said button, and a second information corresponding 
to the key/zone of said button wherein said pressing action is applied. A user may, either" 



press on a single zone/key of said button corresponding to (e.g. first character of) said 

symbol, and speak/not-speak said symbol, or he may press on a zone/key o~ said button 

corresponding to a first character of said symbol, and sweep his finger on different 
zones/keys of said button (e.g. as described for sweep~ng embodiments, for providing more 

information about the characters constituting said symbol, when said symbols con:iprises 
more that one character) while continuously keeping said key in pressing position, and 
preferably, simultaneously, speak said symbol. At the end of the entry procedure of said 

symbol, the user may release said continuous pressing action on said key. As mentioned, 

the principles of this embodiment the invention may be similar to those described for the 

sweeping procedure using·a touch sensitive surface/pad having few predefined zones/keys. 

The difference between the two systems is that, here, the multi-directional button replaces 

said touch sensitive surface/pad, and single/continuous pressing actions on said predefined 

zones/keys of said multi-directional button replace the sweeping/pressing actions of said 

predefined zones/keys of said sensitive surl'ace/pad. All of the descriptions of the data entry 

system of the invention using the sweeping procedures on a touch sensitive swface/pad 

having few predefined zones/keys as described before, may be applied to the current. data 

entry system of the invention using said multi-directional button. Fig. 109c, shows as an 

example, a multi•directional button 10920, as described here, wherein said button 
comprises four predefined zones/keys 10921-10924, wherein to each of said zones/keys a 

predefined group of symbols such as alphanumerical characters, words; part-of-a-words; 
etc., according to different data entry systems of the invention (as described in this • 

application and the previous applications filed by this inventor) may be assigned and used 

with the principles of the press and speak data entry system of the invention. 

A Computing/Communication Device Having Multiple User-Interfaces 
According to one embodiment of the· invention, a computing communication device such as 

the one described earlier in this application and shown as example in several drawings such 

as Figs 95a-95k, may comprise.a keypad in one side ofit, for at least dialing phone 

numbers. Said keypad may be a standard telephone-type keypad. Fig 11 0a shows a mobile 

communication device 11000 comprising a data/text entry system of the invention using 
few keys (here, arranged in two rows 11001-11002), as described before, along with a 

relating display unit 11003. In order to, discretely, dial a nwnber, a telephone-type keypad 

located another side of said device may be considered. Fig. 11 Ob shows the backside of 

said device 11000 wherein a telephone-type ~eypad 11011 is integrated within it. A user 

may't1se the keypad 11011 to for example, conventionally, dial a number, or provide other 

• telephone functionalities such as selecting menus. Other telephone function keys such as 

send/end keys 11012-11013, may also be provided at said side. A display unit 11014, 
disposed separately from the display unit of said data/text entry system, may also be 
provided at this side to print the telephony operations such as dialing or receiving numbers. 

A pointing device 1101 S being related to the data/text entry system of the invention 

implemented within said device (as described earlier), may also be integrated at this side. 

A Computirig/Comniunication Device Equipped With Handwriting Data Entry System 

According to one embodiment of the invention, in addition to the data entry system of the 

invention, a computing and/or communication device of the jnvention may comprise a 
handwriting recognitiqn system for at least dialing a telephone number. Said handwriting 



system may be a handwriting system based on ~e recognition of the s~unds(vibrat_io~s of a 
writing tip of a device on a writing surface. This matter has been descnbed m detail in a PCT 
application titled "Stylus Computer'', which has been filed on December 26th, 2001. A data 
entry based on a handwriting recognition system is slow. On the other hand said data entry is 
discrete. A handwriting recognition system may, preferably, be used for short discrete data 
entry tasks in.devices comprising the press and speak data entry system of the invention. 
Fig. 111 a shows a computing and or communication device 11190 such as the one described 
ei;i.rlier and shown as example in several drawings· such as Figs 95a-95k. In th.is example, said 
device uses six keys 11101-11106 wherein, as described earlier, to four of said keys 11102· 
11105 (2 at each end), at least the alphanurr1erical characters of a language may be assigned. 
The two other keys 11101 and 11106, may comprise other symbols such as, at least, some of 

• the punctuation marks, and/or functions (e.g. for editing a text), 

As described before, the data entry system of the invention using few keys is a very quick 
·and accurate system. In some conditions, generally, when requiring a short effort such as 
dialing a telephone mupber, a user may prefer to use a discrete data entry system. Usually, a 
handwriting data entry system requires a touch-sensitive surface (e.g. display/pad) not being 
very small. It also requires a pen for writing on said surface. The handwriting data entry and .. 
recognition system invented by this inventor, generally, does not require said sensitive • 
surface and said pen. It may be implemented within any device, and may be non-replaceable 
by other handwriting recognition systems in devices having a small size. • 

. . 

With continuous reference to Fig. 11 la, the handwriting recognition system invented by this 
inventor, may be implemented within said device 11100. For this purpose, a writing tip 
11107 may be provided at, for example, one end of said device. Other features such as at 
least a microphone, as required by said handwriting ·recognition system, may be implemented 
within said device .I 1100. A user, at his/her convenience, may use said data entry systems, 
separately anii'or combined with each other .. For example, said user may dial a number by 
using the handwriting data entry system, only. Ori the other hand, said user may write a text 

. by using the press and speak data entry system of the invention. Said systems may also be 
combined during a data entry such as writing a text. For example, during writing a text, a 
user· may write part of said text by using th_e press and speak data entry systems of the 
invention and switch to a handwriting data entry system (e.g. in this example, said 

.. handwriting system using writing sounds/vibrations, as invented by this inventor). The user 
may switch from one data entry system to· another by, either, writing with the pen tip on a 
surface, or speaking/not-speaking and pressing corresponding key_s. 

As mentioned previously, it is understood that different key arrangements and different 
configurations of symbols assigne~ to said keys may· be considered with the different 
embodiments based on the press and speak/not-speak data entry systems of the invention. Fig. 
111 b, shows as an example, according to another emboc;liment of the invention, a device 11110 
resembling to the device 11100 of the fig. 111 a, with the difference that, f?.ere, the data entry 
system of the inventions may use four keys at each side 11111, 11112 ( one additional key at .. 
each side,· wherein to each of said additional keys a group of symbols such as punctuation 
mark characters and/or functions may be assigned), Having additional keys may help to 
consider more symbols witlµn the data entry system of the invention. lt also may help to 

. . 

" 
·" 



provide better input accuracy by assigning some of the symbols assigned to other keys, to said 
additional keys, resulting to assign less symbols to the keys used with the system. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, for easily distinguishing between a 
character by character data entry system of the invention, and a word/part-of-a-word data 

• entry system of the invention, the alphabetical characters may be assigned to a group of keys 
different from another group of keys to which the words/part-of-a-words are assigned. This 
may significantly enhance the accuracy of the data entry,. Fig. 11 lc, shows as an example, 
a device 11120 resembling to the device 11110 of the fig. 111 b1 having two sets of four keys 
(2x2) at each side. In this example, the keys 11121-11124 may, accordingly, correspond to 
alphabetical characters printed on said keys, and the keys 11125-11128 may, accordingly, 
correspond to words/part-of-a-words starting with the characters printed on said keys. For 
example, for entering a single letter such as the letter "t", a user may press the key 11121 
and speak said letter. Also for example, for entering a part-of-a-word "til'\ a user may 
press the key 11125 and speak said part~of~a-word . 

• It is understood that, ·as described and shown previously, said keys in their arrangement, 
• may be separately disposed from said electronic device, fro example, within one or more 
keypads wherein said keypads may, wirelessly or by wires, be connected to said electronic 
device. • 

It must be nqted, that, as shown in the figs. 11 la-111 c, and the figs. 95b-95d, according to . 
one embodiment of the invention, the data entry system of the invention niay have the shape 
of a stylus. Also, as mentioned before, a stylus shapes computer/communication device and 
its features have been invented and described in a PCT application titled "Stylus Computer1

', 

which has been filed on December 26th, 2001. The stylus-shaped device ofthls invention 
may comprise some, or all, of the features· and applications of said "Stylus Computer" PCT 
patent application. For example, the stylus~shaped device of this invention may be a cylinder­
shaped device, having a display unit covering its surface. Also, for example, the stylus­
shaped device of this invention may comprise a point and clicking device and a handvmting 
recognition system similar to that of said "stylus computer" PCT. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, the stylus-shaped device of this invention, 
may comprise attachment means to attach said device to a user, by attaching it, for example, 

• to its cloth or it's ear. Fig. 11 ld shows as an example, the backside of an electronic device 
such as the device 11100 of the fig. 111 a As shown, an attachment means, 11131 may be 
provided within said device for attaching it to a user's pocket or a user's ear. Also a speaker 
11132 may be provided within said attachment means for providing said speaker closed to 
the cavity of said user's ear. 
With continuous reference to the current embodiment, as shown in. fig. I 11 e, as an example, 
said device 11140 may also be attach_ed to a user's ear to pennit hands-free conversation, 
while, for example, said user is walking·or driving. Toe stylus-shaped of said device 11140 -·-··-------··-··-­
and the locations c;,f said microphone 11141 and said speaker 11142 within said device and 
its attachment means 11143, respectivly1 may permit to said microphone and said speaker, to 



be near the user's mouse and ear, respectively. It is understood that said microphone, 
speaker, or attachment means may be located in any other locations within said device. 

A standalone-data entry unit of the invention having few keys, to comprise a display unit 
According to one embodiment of the invention, a standalone data entry unit of the invention 
having at least few keys, as described and shown in figs 103a-103j, may comprise a display 
unit and connected to a corresponding electronic device. Fig. 112a shows as an example, a 
standalone data entry unit 11200 based on the principles described earlier which comprises 
a display unit 11201. The advantage of having a display within said unit_ (specially, when 
said unit is c~ed as a pendent) is that, for example, a user may, insert said electronic device 
(e.g.- a mobile phone), in for example, his pocket, and use said data entry unit for entering/ 
receiving data via said device. By being connected to said device, a user may see the data 
that he enters (e.g. a sending SMS) or receives (e.g. an incoming SMS), by seeing it on the 
display unit of said data entry unit. It is understood tha.t said display unit may be of any kind 
and may be disposed within sai4 unit according to different systems. For example, as shown 
in Fig. 112b, a display unit 112·1 l of a standalone data entry unit of the invention 11200 may 
be disposed within an interior side of a cover 11212 of said data entry unit. It is understood 
that a standalone data entry unit of the invention may comprise some, or all of the features 
(e.g. such as an embedded microphone), as described earlier in the corresponding 
embodiments. 

As described earlier, the data entry system of the invention using few keys may be . 
implemented within any device such as a PDA or a Tablet PC,. Fig. 113a shows as an 
example, an electronic device such as a Tablet PC device 11300 comprising the data entry 
system of the invention using few key. A key arrangement and symbol assignment based on 
the principles of the data entry systems of the invention may have been provided within said 
device. In this example, said tablet PC l 1300 may comprise four keys l 1301-11304 to 
which, at least, alphanumerical characters may be assigned. In addition to said four keys, said· 
device may comprise additional ~eys such as the keys 11305-11306, to which symbols such 
as, at least, punctuation marks and functions may be assigned. The data entry system of the 
invention, the key arrangements, and the assignment of symbols to said keys has already 
been described in detail. Sarne keys, or additional keys provided within said device, may be 
used in combination with a pointing device being integrated, for example. within the 
backside of said device. This matter has already been described in detail in different patent 
applications filed by this inventor. Said Tablet PC may comprise other keys 11307 for other 
purposes such as on/off functions, etc. Fig. 113b shows as an example, the backside of the· 
tablet PC 113 00 of the fig. 113 a: As shown, for better stability during, for example, a data 
entry, said tablet PC may comprise one or more handling means l 1311-11312 to be used by a 
user while for ex.ample, entering data. It is understood that said handles may be of any kind 
and may be placed at any location (e.g. at different sides) within said device. As mentioned 
before, said device may comprise a pointing and clicking system, wherein at least the • 
pointing unit 11313 of said system may be located ·within the backside of said device. It is 
understood that any kind of microphone such as a built-in microphone or a separate .... , -·--· .-· ---·-. ·· ·.-··­
wired/wireless microphone may be used to perceive the user's speech during the data entry. 
These matters have already been described in detail. Also a standalone data entry unit of the 
invention may be used with said electronic device. 



Also, the data entry system of the invention using few keys may be used in many 
environments such as automotive, simulation, or game environments. According to one 
embodiment of the invention, the keys of said system may be positioned within a vehicle 
such as a car. Fig. 113c shows a steering wheel 11320 of a vehicle comprising few keys, (in 
this example, arranged on opposite sides 11321-11322 on said steering wheel 11320) which 
are used with a data entry system of the invention. The data entry system of the invention, the 

. key arrangements, and the assignment of symbols to said keys has already been described in 
detail. As shown here, a user may enter data such as text while driving. For this purpose, . 
while holding said steering wheel 11320 with his hands, for example, during driving, a driver 
rnay use the press and speak data entry system of the invention by pressing said keys and 
speaking/not-speaking accordingly. It is understood that any kind of microphone such as a 
built-in microphone or a wired/wireless microphone such as a Bluetooth microphone may be 
used to perceive the user's speech during the data entry. Also any key arrangement and 
symbol assignment to said keys may be considered in any location within any kind of vehicle 
such as an aircraft. 

As mentioned before, the great advantage of the data entry syst~m of the invention, in 
general, and the data entry system of the invention using few keys, in particular (e.g. wherein 
the alphanumerical characters are assigned to four keys arranged in two pairs of adjacent· 
keys, and wherein a user may position each of his two thumbs on each of said pair of keys to 
press one of said keys), is in that a user may provide a quick and accurate data entry without 
the necessity of looking (frequently) at neither the keys, nor at the display unit. 

It is understood that in the environments (e.g. darkness) and situations (e.g. while driving) 
that looking at a corresponding display for input verification is not possible/permitted, ari 
informing system may be used to infonn the user of one or more last symbols/phrases that 
were entered. Said system may be a texMo-speech TIS system wherein the system speaks 
said symbols as they were recognized by the data entry system of the invention. The user· 
may be required to confirm said recognized symbols, by for example, not providing.any 
action. Also for example, if the recognized symbol is an erroneous symbol, the user may 
provide a predefined action such as using a delete key for erasing said symbol. He then may . 
repeat the entry of said symbol. • • • 

Networking Implementation • 
As mentioned in the previously filed patent applications relating to the data entry systems of 
the invention, the data entry system of the invention may be implemented within a 
networking system such as a local area networking system comprising client terminals 
connected to a server/main-computer. According to one embodiment of the invention, in said 
networking system, said terminals, generally, may be, either small devices with no 
processing capabilities, or devices with at most limited processing capabilities. In contrast, 
the server computer may have powerful processing· capabilities. In this case the server 
computer may process information transmitted to it by a terminal of said networking system. _ 
By using a tenninal, a user, may, according to the principles of the data entry system of the 
invention, input information ( e.g. key press, speech) concerning the entry of a symbol to said 
server. After processing said information and recognizing a corresponding symbol, the server 

, .. 



computer may transmit ~e result to the display unit of said terminal. It is unde:stood_ that 
said terminal may compnse all of the features of the data entry systems of the mvennon 
(e.g. such as key arrangements, symbo'ts assigned to said keys, at least a microphone, a 
camera, etc.), necessary for inputting and transmitting said information to said server 
computes. Fig. 114 shows as an example, terminals/data entry units 1140 l • 11406 connected 
to a central server/co~puter 11400, wherein the results of part of different data/text entered 
by different data entry units/terminals are printed on the corresponding displays. 

The above~mentioned embodiment may be used in many environments such as in an airline 
aircraft. In the recent passenger aircrafts, each passenger seat comprises a remote control unit 
having limited number of keys which is connected to a display unit usually installed in front 
of said seat (e.g. usually situated at the backside of the front seat). Said remote controls may 
be combined. with a built~in or separate.microphone, and may be connected to a server/main 
computer in said aircraft. Instead ofsaid remote control, other personal computing or data 
entry devices may be used by connecting them to said server/main computer (e.g. via a USB 
port installed within said seat). As mentioned, said device may, for example, be a data entry 
unit of the invention, a PDA, a mobile phone, or even a notebook, etc. This may become the 
most attractive entertainment service supplied by airlines to their passenger during a flight. 
Passengers may edit letters, send messages, use the internet, or chat with other passengers in 
said aircraft. A similar system may be implemented within a networking system of 
organizations, or businesses ( e.g. the point-9f-sales of chain stores), wherein data entry units 
comprising necessary features (e.g. keys, microphone) for inputting data/text based on the 
data entry systems of the invention, may be used in connection with a server computer. The . 
above-mentioned data/text entry system of the invention permits a quick and accurate data 
entry system through terminal equipments, generaily, with no processing capabilities, or, at 
most, having limited processing capabilities. 

The data entry system of the invention using few keys (e.g. including four keys, wherein at 
least the alphabeticaJ characters are assigned to said keys), may be useful in many 
circumstances. As mentioned before, instead of using keys, a user may use, for example, his 
face/head/eyes movements combined with his voice for a data/text entry based on the 
principles of the data entry systems of the invention. According to one·embodiment of the 
invention, for this purpose, instead of being assigned to few key. symbols (e.g. at least, the 
alpha.numerical characters of a language) as described in this application and previous 
applications, may be assigned to the movements of, for example, a user's head in, for 
example, four directions (e.g. left, right, forward, backward). The symbol configuration . 
assignments may be the saine as described for the keys. For example; if the letters "Q", "W'', 
"E", "R", "T", and "Y'\ are assigned to the movement of the user's head to the left, for 
entering the letter '.'t'\ a user may move his head to the left and say "T11

• Same principles 
may be assigned to the movements of a use' s eye ( e.g. left, right, up, down). By referring to 
the last mentioned example, for entering the letter "T", a user may move his eye to the left 
and say "r'. The head, eye, face, etc., movements may be detected by means such as a 
camera or sen_sors provided on the user's body. 

The above-mentioned embodiments, which do not use keys, may be useful for data entry by 
people having limited motor-capabilities. For example, a blind person, may use the 



movements of his/her head combine·d with his voice, and a person who is not be able to use 
• his fingers for pressing keys, 1n:ay use his ey~ead movements combined with his _voic~ . 

According to another embodiment of the invention. as mentioned before, instead of assigning 
the symbols to few keys; said symbols may be assigned to the movements of a user's fingers. 
As an example, Fig. 115, shows a user's hands 11_500 wherein to four fingers 11501-11_504 
(e.g. two fingers in each hand) of said user's hands a configuration of symbols based on the 
configuration of symbols assigned to few key of the invention, may be assigned. For example, 
to a predefined movement or gesture of the finger 11501, the letters "Q,,, "W", "E'', "R", "T", 
and "Y'', (or words/part-of-a-words, starting with said letters), may be assigned. As an exiµnple, 
said movement may be moving sa:.id finger downward. Also, for example, for entering the 
letter "T", a user may move the finger 11501 down~ard, and, preferably, simultaneously, 
say "T''. It is understood that any configuratioo of symbols may be considered and assigned to 
any number of a user's finger, based c.:m the principles of the data entry systems of the invention 
asdescribed in this application and the applications filed before. 

With the continuous des~ription of the above-mentioned embodiment, many systems may 
be considered for detecting the movements/gestures of said user's fingers, For example, the 

. movements ·of a user's finger may be detected by a position of said finger relative to another 
finger. According to one method, as shown in fig. 115, sensors 11505-11506 (e.g., here, in 
form of rings) may be provided with the.fingers 11501-11502, used for data entry.-According 
to one embodiment, a movement of a user's finger may be recognized based on for example,. 
vibrations perceived by said sensors based on the friction of said adjacent rings 11505-11506 
(e.g. it is widerstood that the surface of said rings may be such that the friction vibrations of a 
downward movement and an upward movement of said finger, may be different). • 

According to ano~er method, sensors 11507, 11508, may be mounted-on ring-type means, 
and wherein positions of said sensors relating to each other, may define the movement of a· 
finger. 

It is understood that :fing~r moveinent/gesture detecting means, described here, are only 
described as examples. Other detecting means such as optical detecting means may be 
considered. • 

Word Categories · 
According to one embodiment of the invention, the word/part-of-a-word level data entry 
system of the invention may be used in predefined environments, such as .a medical or a . 
juridical environment In this case, instead of using a large database of words/part-of-a-words 
with said system, limited database of words/part-of-a-words relating to said environment may 

. be considered. This wiIJ significantly augment the accuracy and speed of the system. Out-of-
said-database words/part-of-a-words may be entered, character by character.· • 

A mode key for temporary character by character data. entry . 
According- to one embodiment of the invention, in the data. entry system of the invention 
combirung character by character data/text entry and word/part-of-a-word data entry, a 



predefined key may be used to inform the system that, temporarily, a user is entering single 

characters. For example, during a text entry, a user, may enter a portion of a text according 

to principles of the word/part-of-a-word data entry system of the invention, by not pressing 

said predefined key. The system, in this case, may not consider the letters assigned to the 

keys that said user presses. The system, may only consider the words/part-of-a-words 

assigned to said key presses. If said predefined key is pressed simultaneously with other 

key presses relating to said text entry, then the system may only considers the single letters 

assigned to said key presses, and ignores the word/part~of-a-word data entry assigned to said 

key presses. 

f hrase entry 
According to· another embodiment of the invention, as mentioned before, the data entry 

system of the invention may comprise a phrases-level text entry system. For example, after 

entering a who.le phrase, by for example, using the data entry system of the invention 

combining character by character data/text entry and/o:r word/part-of•a-word data entry 

system of the invention, the system xnay analy~ the recognized words of said phrase, and 

based on the linguistically characteristics/models of said language and/or the sense of said 

phrase, the ~ystem may correct, add, or replace some of the wo:rds of said phrase _to provide 

an error-free phrase. For example, if a user enters the phrase "let's meet at noon,,, and the 

recognized words aie .. lets meet at noon", by analyzing said phrase, the system may replace 

· the word "lets", by the word "let's" and provide the phrase "let's meet at noon''. The 

advantage of this embodiment is that because the data entry system of the invention is a 

highly accurate system, the user may not have to worry about correcting few errors occUtTed 

during the entry of a phrase. The system may, automatically, correct said errors, It is 

understood that some symbols such as ". ", or a return command, provided at the end of a 

phrase, may inform the system about the ending point of said phrase. 

Thus, while there have been shown and described and pointed out fundamental 

novel features of th~ inventfon as applied to alternative embodiments thereof, it will be 

understood that various omissions and substitutions and changes in the fonn and details 

of the di~closed invention may be made by those skilled in the art without departing from 

the spirit of the invention. It is the inten,tion, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by 

the scope of the claims appended hereto. It is to be understood that the drawings are not 

necessarily drawn to scale, but that they are merely conceptual in nature. For example, 

the features describ~d in this application and the applications filed before may apply to 

all of the embodiments of the invention. Also an embodiment of the invention may be 

funcdon separately or it may function combined with one or more other embodiments of 

the invention. Also, for example, if the system comprises enough memory and 

processing capabilities, a phrase recognition system may be used to select one; __ of said . 
• • • --·- -----: =:::::•· : ~- • ... ' ··~:_ . ......... . 

selected word according to the corresponding phrase context. 



Phrase Entry 
According to one embodiment of the invention, a symbol assigned to an object such as a 
key, may represent a phrase. For example, a group of words (e.g. "Best regards") may be 
assigned to a key ( e.g. preferably, the key representing also the letter "b"). A user may 
press said key and provide a speech such as speaking said phrase or part of said phrase 
(e.g. saying "best regards" in this example), to enter said phrase. 

Different modes, to single characters, and to words 
As previously mentioned, the data entry system of the invention may use different modes 
( e.g. different interactions with an object such as a key) wherein to each of said modes a 
predefined group of symbols may be assigned. Also as mentioned, for example, said 
modes may be a short/single pressing action on a key, a long pressing action on a key, a 
double pressing action on a key, short/long/double gesture with a finger/eye etc. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, single characters, words, part-of-a-words, 
phrases, etc., comprising more than character, or phrases, may be assigned to different 
modes. For exan1ple, single characters such as letters may be assigned to a single short 
pressing action on a key, while words/part-of-a-words comprising more than one 
character may be assigned to a longer pressing action on a (e.g. same) key, or vise versa. 
Also for example, as mentioned before; part of the words/part-of-a-words causing 
ambiguity to the speech ( e.g. voice, lip) recognition system may be assigned to a double 
pressing action on a key. Also different single characters, words, etc., may be assigned to 
slight, heavy, or double pressing actions on a key. Different modes of interactions have 
already been described earlier in this application and in other patent applications filed by 
this inventor. 

It is understood that different predefined laps of time/pressure levels may be considered 
to define a pressing action/mode. For example, a short tin1e pressing ( e.g. up to 0.20 
second) action on a key may be considered as a short pressing action (to which a first 
group of symbols may be assigned), a longer time pressing action (e.g. greater than 0.20 
to 0.40 second) may be considered as a long pressing action (to which a second group of 
symbols may be assigned), and a still longer pressing action (e.g. greater than 0,40 
second) may he considered as another mode to which the repeating procedure (e.g. 
described before) may be assigned. For example, to input the letter "a", a user may short­
press a key (wherein the letter "a" is assigned to said key and said interaction with said 
key), and say "a". He may longer-press said key and say "a" to, for example, get the 

. word/part-of-a-word "ai" (e.g. wherein the word/part-of-a-word "ai" is assigned to said 
• key and said interaction with said key). The user may press said key and say "a", and 
keep said key in pressing position as much as needed ( e.g .. still longer period of time) to 
input, repeatedly, the letter "a". The letter "a" will be repeated until the user releases 
(stops said pressing action on) said key. 

As mentioned before, words comprising a space character ( e.g. before/after said word) 
may be assigned to mode of interaction of the invention with an object such as a key. 
According to one embodiment of the invention, said mode of interaction with a key may 
be said longer/heavier pressing action of said key as just described. 



As mentioned many times before, any combination of objects, modes of interaction, 
groups of characters, etc., may be considered and used with the data entry systems of the 
invention. 

Backspace 
A backspace procedure erasing the word/part of the word already entered, have been 
described before in this application. According to different embodiments, at least cine 
kind of backspace procedure may be assigned to at least one mode of interaction. For 
example, a backspace key may be provided wherein by pressing said key, at least one 
desired utterance, word/part-of-a-word, phrase, etc. may be erased. For example, each 
single-pressing action on said key may erase an output corresponding to a single 
utterance before a cursor situated after said output. For example, if a user has entered the 
words/parts-of-a-word "call", and "ing", according to one procedure, he, for example, 
may erase the last utterance "ing", by single-pressing said key one time. Another single­
pressing action on said key may erase the output "call", corresponding to another 
utterance. According to predefined procedure, for example, a single/double-pressing 
action on said key may erase the while word "calling". Thus based on the principles of 
backspace procedure of the invention, many predefined erasing procedures may be 
considered by the people skill in the art. • 

Miniaturized kevboards 
Miniaturized keyboards are used with small/mobile electronic devices. The major • 
inconvenience of use of said keyboards is that because the keys are small and closed to 
each other pressing a key with a user's finger may cause misspressing said key. That's 
why, in PDAs, usually, said keyboards are pressed with a pen. The data entry system of 
the invention may eliminate said shortcoming. The data entry system of the invention 
may use a PC-type miniaturized/virtual keyboard. By targeting a key for pressing it, even 
if a user misspresses said key (by for example, pressing a neighboring key), according to 
one embodiment of the invention and based on the principles of the date entry system of 
the invention, the user may speak a speech corresponding to said key. If the speech of the 
user does not correspond to the key being pressed, then the system may suggest that the 
said key was mistakenly pressed. the system, then, may consider that neighboring keys 
and correspond said speech to one of said keys.·By using this embodiment, miniaturized 
keyboards may easily be used with normal user fingers, easing and speeding up the data 
entry through those keyboards. It is understood that all of the features and systems based 
on the principles of the data entry systems of the invention may be considered and used 
with such keyboerd. For example, the word/part-of-the-word system of the invention may 
also be used with this embodiment. 

Also, as mentioned and demonstrated through different embodiments, a principle of the 
data entry system of the invention, is to select (e.g candidate) a predefined smaller 
number of symbols among a larger number of symbols by assigning said smaller number 
of symbols to a predefined interaction with a predefined object, and selecting a symbol 
among said smaller number of symbols by using/not-using a speech corresponding to said 
symbol. 



Also as mentioned, said object and said interaction with said object m~y ·be«if any kind. 
As described before, for example, said object may be parts of a user's,b0dy(such as 
fingers, eyes, etc.), and said predefined interaction may be moving said,o!Djai:t to different 
predefined directions such as left, right, up, down, etc. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, said object may be an·.eleatmnic device 
and said interaction with said object may be tilting said electronic devic.e in predefined 
directions. For example, each of said different smaller groups of symbdls cmtaining part 
of the symbols of a larger group of symbols such as letters, purictuation mmts, 
words/part-of-a-words, functions, etc. (as described before) of a language, may be 
assigned to a predefined tilting direction applied to said electronic device. Then still 
based on principles of the data entry system of the invention (as described mfore), one of 
said symbols of said smaller group of symbols may be selected by providin§'not 
providing a speech corresponding to said.symbol. Fig.116 shows, as an,ex.ample, an 
electronic device such as a mobile phone 11600. As an exan1ple, four gr.o.ups of symbols 
11601-11604 may be assigned to four tilting directions ( e.g. left, up, rig1n.t, down) 11605-
11608 being applied to said device. Still as an example, to enter the letter ''f", a user may 
tilt the device to the right and pronounce a speech corresponding to said 1letter ( e.g. saying 
said letter). One of the advantages of the tilting system of the invention is that the system 
may not use any key and may use one hand for data entry. It also pemiits ,t(l) provide a 
large display within the device. Fig 116a shows an electronic device 11010 1l!Sing the 
tilting data entry system of the invention, and wherein a large display l h61 i substantially 
covers the surface of at least one side of said electronic device. 

Treatment of apostrophe 
According to one embodiment of the invention, predefined words comprising an 
apostrophe may be created and assigned to one or more keys and be entered.For 
example, words such as "it's", "we're", "he'll", "they've", "isn't", etc.,.-Fnaybe assigned 
to at least one predefined key. Each of said words may be entered by pressio,g a 
corresponding key and speaking said word. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, for the same purpose, {e.g. 
abbreviated) words such as" 's ", "'11 "," 've ", "n't ", etc., may be created and 
assigned to one or more keys. Said words may be pronounced by they or,igiml 
pronunciations. For example: 
" 's '' may be pronounced " is/has "; 
" 're " may be pronounced " are"; 
"'ve" may be pronounced "have"; 
"n't " may be pronounced " not"; 
etc. Said words may be entered to, for exan1ple, being attached to the end,ofa previous 
word/character already entered. For example, to enter the word '.'they've,,, a user may 
enter two separate words "they" and" 've" (e.g, enter1ng according to the data entry 
systems of the invention) without providing an space between them. As.mentioned, the 
speech assigned to a word comprising an apostrophe (e.g. an abbreviated wmd such as 
"n't" of the word "not") may be the same as the original word. For example, words "n't" 
and "not'\ both, may be pronounced "not". In this case each of said words Dll11.Y be 



assigned to a different mode of interaction on a same key, or each of them m~y be 
assigned to a different key. For example, the user may single-press a corresponding key 
(e.g. a predefined interaction with said key to which the word "not" is assigned) and say 
"not" to enter the word "not". To enter the word "n't", the user may, for example, double­
press the same key (e.g. a predefined interaction with said key to which the word "n't'1 is 
assign.ed) and say "not". According to another embodiment of the invention, part/all of 
the words comprising an apostrophe may be assigned to .the key that the apostrophe 
pw1ctuation mark itself is assigned. 

Configuration of!etters on four keys 
As mentioned previously, to augment the accuracy of the speech recognition system, 
symbols having closed pronunciations ( e.g. causing an1biguity to the speech recognition 
for selecting one of thein) may be assigned to different keys. Fig. 117 shows another 
example of assignment of alphabetical characters to four keys 11701-11704 of a keypad 
11700. Although, they may be assigned to any key, words/part-of-a-words comprising 
more that one character, preferably, may be assigned to the keys representing the first 
character of said words and/or said part-of-a-words. The arrangement of characters of this 
exan1ple not only eliminates the ambiguity of character by character text entry system of 
the invention using four keys comprising letters, but it also significantly reduces the 
ambiguity of the word/part.:.of-a-word data entry system of the invention. For example, 

• letter "n", and words/part-of-:-a-words starting with "n" may be assigned to the key 11704, 
while the letter "i" and words/part-of-a-words starting with "i" may be assigned to the 
key 11701. This is because, for example, the word "in", and the letter "n" may have 
ambiguous pronunciations. 

Fast typing 
One of the advantages of assignment of at least alphabetical characters to only four keys 
as shown previously and here in fig. 117a, is that a user may lay each of two of his 
fingers (e.g. left, ·and right thumbs) on two keys (e.g. two keys 11711-11712, and two 
keysl 1713-11714, in this example) so that said finger, simultaneously, touches said two 
keys. This permits to not remove (or rarely remove) the fingers from the keys during text 
entry and therefore a user knows which key to press without looking at the keypad. This 
permits fast typing even while said user is in motion. It is understood that for this 
purpose, the size of the keys, the distance between them, and other paran1eters such as 
physical characteristics of said keys, may be such that to optimize the above-mentioned 
procedure. 

As mentioned before, it is understood that according to needs, other configurations of 
keys may be considered. For example, said four keys may be configured in a manner that, 
when a user uses a single finger to enter said text, his finger may, preferably, be capable 
to simultaneously tough said four keys. Also different predefined number of keys to 
which said at least alphabetical characters are assigned, may be considered according to 
different needs. 

As mentioned before and demonstrated in drawings such as fig. 100, multi-directional 
keys may be used for the data entry system of the invention. Also, as mentioned, different 



( 

number of keys, different types/configuration of keys' may be considered to be used with the data entry system of the invention. Still as mentioned, alphabetical-letters or text­characters of a language may be assigned to, for example, four keys used with the data entry system of the invention. Fig. 117b shows as an example, an electronic device 11 720 havin'g two multidirectional (e.g. four directional, in this example) keys 11727-11728 wherein to four of their sub-keys 11721-11724, alphabetical characters of a language are assigned. An arrangement and use of four keys on two sides of an electronic device for data (e.g. text) entry has been described.before and been shown by exemplary drawings such as fig. I I I b. 

According to another embodiment of the invention, symbols requiring a speech (for entering them), may be assigned to a first predefined number of objects/keys, and symbols to be entered without a speech, may be assigned to another predefined number of keys, separately from said first predefined number of keys. • 



A device having an extendable flexible display unit 
As described before, according to one embodiment of the invention, a device comprising 
a flexible display such as an OLEO display and the data entry system of the invention and 
its features may be provided. Figurel 18a shows as an example flexible display unit 
11800. Said display unit may be retracted by for example, rolling it at, at least, one of its 
sides 11801. Said display may be extended by derolling it. Fig. 118b shows 
an electronic device such as a computer/communication unit 11810 comprising a flexible 
display unit 11811. Said electronic device also may comprise the data entry system of the 
invention and a key arrangement of the invention. In this example, said device comprises 
two sections 11818-11819, on which said keys 11812-11813 are disposed. The 
components of said device may be implemented on at least one of said sections 11818, 
11819 of said device 11810. Said two sections may be connected to each others by wires 
or wirelessly. Also, at least part of said display unit may be disposed ( e.g. enrolled) in at 
least one of said two sections 11818-11819 of said device. Said two sections of said 
device may be extended and retracted relative to each other at a predefined distance or at 
any distance desired by a user (e.g. the maximum distance may be a function of the 
maximum length of said display unit). In this examples, said two sections are, for 
example, in a moderate distance relative to each other. By extending said two sections 
relative to each other said display unit may also be extended (e.g. by derolling). A user 
may keep each of said two sections 11818-11819 in each of his hands and use the keys 
11812-11813 of each of said sections with a corresponding hand for entering data by, for 
example, the data entry system of the invention, into said device 11810 and said display 
unit 11811 of said device. Fig. 118c, shows, said device 11810 and said display unit 
11811 in a more extended position. A means such as at least a, may be used to release, 
and/or fix, and/or retract said sections relative to each other. Said functions may be 
automatically provided by means such as a button and/or a spring. Said functions are 
known by people skilled in the art. Fig. 118d shows said device 11810 in a closed 
position. As mentioned, said device may be a communication device. In this example, 
said device may be used as a phone unit. For this purpose, a microphone 11831, and a 
speaker 11832 are disposed within said device, (preferably at its two ends) so that the 
distance between said microphone and said speaker correspond to a user's mouth and ear. 
Because said display is a flexible display, it may be fragile. As shown in fig. l l 8e, to 
protect said display of said device in extended position, said device 11810 may comprise 
multi-sectioned, substantially, rigid elements 1184lalso extending and retracting relative 
to each other while extending and retracting said two sections of said device, so that, in 
extended position said sections provide a flat surface wherein said display (not shown) 
may be lying on said surface. 

According to ·another embodiment, a foldable device comprising an extendable display 
unit and the data entry system of the invention may be considered. Said display may be a 
flexible display such as an OLEO display. Fig. l 18f shows said device 11840 in a closed 
position. Fig 118g shows said device 11840 comprising said extendable display unit 
11841, and the keys of said 11843-11844 of said data entry system. Said device may have 
communication abilities. In this example, a microphone 11845 and a speaker 11846 are 
provided within said device, preferably, each on a different section of said device . 

131 



It is understood that this embodiment and the relating drawings are described and shown 
as examples. Many other embodiments and drawings based on the principles of this 
invention may be considered by people skilled in the art. For example, when extending 
said display unit to a desired length, only said extended portion of said display unit may 
be used by said device. The operating system of said device may manage and direct the 
output to said opened ( e.g. extended) portion of said display unit. Also, said device may 
at least comprise at least part of the features of the systems described in this and other 
patent applications filed by this inventor. 

A attachable/detachable data entry unit 
As described before, an electronic device such as a Tablet PC may comprise the data 
entry features of the invention, such as a key configuration of the invention disposed on a 
front side of said device, a pointing device disposed at its backside wherein said pointing 
device uses at least a key in on the front side of said device. Also as mentioned before, 
said device may comprise an extendable microphone/camera extending from said device 
towards a user's mouth. As described and shown before, said features may constitute an 
external data entry unit for said device. Fig. 119a, shows as an example, a detachable data 
entry unit 11900 for an electronic device such as a Tablet PC. Said unit comprises two 
sections 11901-11902 wherein each of said sections comprises the keys 11903-11904 of a 
key arrangement of the invention to proved signals to said device. Said sections 11901, 
11902 are designed to attach to the two extreme sides of said electronic device. At least 
one of said sections may comprise a pointing device ( e.g. a mouse, not shown) wherein 
when said detachable data entry unit is attached to said electronic device, said pointing 
device will situate within the backside of said device and at least a key ( e.g. a key of said 
key configuration) relating to said pointing device will be situated at the front side of said 
device, so that a user may simultaneously use said pointing device, and said at least one 
related key and said key and/or configuration of keys disposed on said section. Said data 
entry unit may also comprise an extendable microphone 11905 and/or camera 11906 
disposed within an extendable member 11907 to perceive a user's speech. The features of 
a data entry unit of the invention are, earlier, described in detail. The two sections 11901-
11902 of said data entry unit may be attached to each other by means such as at band( s) 
(e.g. elastic bands) 119010 so that to fix said unit to said electronic device. Said data 
entry unit may be connected to said device by wires 11908. It may be connected through, 
for example, a USB element 11909 connecting to a USB port of said electronic device. 
Said data entry unit may also be, wirelessly, connected to said device. 

Other attachment means for attaching said data entry unit to said electronic device may 
be considered. For example, as shown in fig. 119b, said device 11900 may comprise 
sliding and or attaching/detaching members 11911-11912 for said purpose. 

Fig. 119c sho'ws said data entry unit 11900 attached/connected to an electronic device 
such as a computer (e.g. a tablet PC). As shown, the keys of said data entry unit 11903-
11904 are situated at the two extremes of said device. a microphone is extended towards 
the mouth of a user and a pointing device 11905 (not shown) is disposed on the backside 
of said data entry unit ( e.g. and obviously at the backside of said device). At least a key 
11916 corresponding to said pointing device is situated on the front side of said data 



entry unit. Using his two hands, a user may hold said device, and simultaneously use said 
keys and said microphone for entering data such as a text by using the data entry systems 
of the invention. Said user, may also, simultaneously, use said pointing device and its 
corresponding keys. 

It is understood that said data entry unit may also, wirelessly, connected to a 
corresponding device such as Said Tablet PC. 

According to one embodiment of the invention, a flexible display unit such as an OLED 
display may be provided so that, in closed position, said display unit has the form of a 
wrist band to be worn around a wearers wrist or attached to a wrist band of a wrist­
mounted device and eventually be connected to said device. Fig. 120 a shows an as 
example, a wrist band 12011 of an electronic device 12010 such as a wrist electronic 
device wherein to said band said display unit in closed position is attached. Fig 120b 
shows said display unit 12015 in detached position. Fig. 120c shows said display unit 
12015 in an open position. 

according to one embodiment of the invention, a part-of-a-word such as'' 's"," 'd", etc., 
comprising an apostrophe may be assigned to a key and a mode of interaction with said 
key and be pronounced as a corresponding letter such as "s", "d", etc. Said key/mode of 
interaction may be different than that assigned to said corresponding letter to avoid 
ambiguity. 

Thus, while there have been shown and described and pointed out fundamental 

novel features of the invention as applied to alternative embodiments thereof, it will be 

understood that various omissions and substitutions and changes in the form and details 

of the disclosed invention may be made by those skilled in the art without departing from 
' 

the spirit of tl.ie invention. It is the intention, therefore, to be limited only as indicated by 

the scope of the claims appended hereto. It is to be understood that the drawings are not 

necessarily drawn to scale, but that they are merely conceptual in nature. For example, 

the features described in this application and the applications filed before may apply to 

all of the embodiments of the invention. Also an embodiment of the invention may be 

function separately or it may function combined with one or more other embodiments of 

the invention. Also, for example, if the system comprises enough memory and 

processing capabilities, a phrase recognition system may be used to select one of said 

selected word according to the corresponding phrase context. 
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