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Application No. 

Notice of Abandonment 
14/176, 107 
Examiner 

JOEL AJAYI 

Applicant(s) 

BOVIS, NICK 
Art Unit 

2646 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address-­

Th is application is abandoned in view of: 

1. 1:8] Applicant's failure to timely file a proper reply to the Office letter mailed on 15 September 2015.

(a) D A reply was received on __ (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated __ ), which is after the expiration of the
period for reply (including a total extension of time of __ month(s)) which expired on __ . 

(b) DA proposed reply was received on __ , but it does not constitute a proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to the final rejection.

(A proper reply under 37 CFR 1.113 to a final rejection consists only of: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the 
application in condition for allowance; (2) a timely filed Notice of Appeal (with appeal fee); or (3) if this is utility or plant 
application, a timely filed Request for Continued Examination (RCE) in compliance with 37 CFR 1.114. Note that RC Es are not 
permitted in design applications.) 

(c) D A reply was received on __ but it does not constitute a proper reply, or a bona fide attempt at a proper reply, to the non­
final rejection. See 37 CFR 1.85(a) and 1.111. (See explanation in box 7 below). 

(d) 1:8] No reply has been received.

2. D Applicant's failure to timely pay the required issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, within the statutory period of three months
from the mailing date of the Notice of Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(a) D The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, was received on __ (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated
__ ), which is after the expiration of the statutory period for payment of the issue fee (and publication fee) set in the Notice of 
Allowance (PTOL-85). 

(b) D The submitted fee of$ __ is insufficient. A balance of$ __ is due.

The issue fee required by 37 CFR 1.18 is $ __ . The publication fee, if required by 37 CFR 1.18(d), is$ __ . 

(c) D The issue fee and publication fee, if applicable, has not been received.

3.0 Applicant's failure to timely file corrected drawings as required by, and within the three-month period set in, the Notice of 
Allowability (PT0-37). 

(a) D Proposed corrected drawings were received on __ (with a Certificate of Mailing or Transmission dated __ ), which is
after the expiration of the period for reply. 

(b) D No corrected drawings have been received.

4. D The letter of express abandonment which is signed by the attorney or agent of record or other party authorized under 37 CFR
1.33(b). See 37 CFR 1.138(b). 

5. D The letter of express abandonment which is signed by an attorney or agent (acting in a representative capacity under 37 CFR
1.34) upon the filing of a continuing application. 

6. D The decision by the Board of Patent Appeals and Interference rendered on __ and because the period for seeking court review
of the decision has expired and there are no allowed claims. 

7. 1:8] The reason(s) below:

The attorney confirmed that no response has been filed since the office action was mailed, thereby verifying the 
abandonment of the case. 

/JOEL AJAYI/

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2646 

Petitions to revive under 37 CFR 1.137, or requests to withdraw the holding of abandonment under 37 CFR 1.181, should be promptly filed to minimize 
any neqative effects on patent term. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-1432 (Rev. 07-14) Notice of Abandonment Part of Paper No. 20160419 
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Office Action Summary 

Application No. 

14/176, 107 

Examiner 

JOEL AJAYI 

Applicant(s) 

BOVIS, NICK 

Art Unit 

2646 

AIA (First Inventor to File) 
Status 

Yes 

-- The MAILING DA TE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -­
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE .J. MONTHS FROM THE MAILING DATE OF 
THIS COMMUNICATION. 

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)� Responsive to communication(s) filed on August 14. 2015.

0 A declaration(s)/affidavit(s) under 37 CFR 1.130(b) was/were filed on __.

2a)� This action is FINAL. 2b)O This action is non-final. 

3)0 An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

__ ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

4)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 G.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims* 

5)� Claim(s) 1 and 19-27is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6)0 Claim(s) __ is/are allowed.

7)� Claim(s) 1. 19-27is/are rejected.

8)0 Claim(s) __ is/are objected to.

9)0 Claim(s) __ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 

http://www.usoto.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.isp or send an inquiry to PF'Hfeedback(wuspto.aov. 

Application Papers 

10)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11 )0 The drawing(s) filed on __ is/are: a)O accepted or b)O objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a)O All b)O Some** c)O None of the:

1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

Attachment{s) 

1) � Notice of References Cited (PTO-892)

2) 0 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08a and/or PTO/SB/08b)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date __ . 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 11-13) Office Action Summary 

3) � Interview Summary (PTO-413)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date. __ . 

4) 0 Other: __ .

Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20150824 008



Application/Control Number: 14/176,107 

Art Unit: 2646 

Page 2 

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under the 

first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 19-27 have been considered but are moot in 

view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if

the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 

have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the claims 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various claims 

was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 

evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CPR 1.56 to point 

out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time 

a later invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 

U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 

(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 
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Application/Control Number: 14/176,107 

Art Unit: 2646 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the a pplication indicating obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Page 3 

Claim 1, 19-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Tibbits (U.S. 

Patent Application Number: 2012/0148033) in view of Ferren et al. (U.S. Patent Application 

Number: 2012/0276932). 

Consider claim 1; Tibbits discloses a mobile device, comprising: a wireless 

communication module [via the telemetry module 22 (par. 17, lines 1, 2; par. 18, lines 8, 9)]; a 

GPS positioning sensor (par. 24, lines 3-5, 10-14); a processor (par. 24, lines 3, 4; par. 25, lines 

1-6), controlling (par. 24, lines 3, 4; par. 25, lines 1-6) the wireless communication module [ via

the telemetry module 22 (par. 17, lines 1, 2; par. 18, lines 8, 9)] and the GPS positioning sensor 

(par. 24, lines 3-5, 10-14); a memory (par. 25, lines 6-12) controlled by the processor (par. 24, 

lines 3, 4; par. 25, lines 1-6), the memory including instructions that when executed by the 

processor cause it to perform the steps of: providing a graphical user interface (par. 42, lines 1, 2) 

through which a user customizes one or more functions of the mobile device when placed in an 

inactive mode (par. 42, lines 17-22), wherein inactive mode is defined as a mode in which, in 

response to receiving a communication from the wireless communication module [e.g. call (par. 

42, lines 17-22)], the mobile device transmits a user selected away message via the wireless 

communication module (par. 23, lines 4-7) and suppresses one or more sound, visual, or 

vibration communication cues that would have accompanied the communication had the mobile 

device not been in inactive mode [e.g. all calls go to voicemail (par. 42, lines 17-22)]; receiving a 

user selection of the away message (par. 42, lines 17-22). Tibbits discloses the claimed invention 

except: automatically entering the inactive mode in response to detecting a predetermined 

location using the GPS positioning sensor. 

010



Application/Control Number: 14/176,107 

Art Unit: 2646 

Page 4 

In an analogous art Ferren discloses automatically entering the inactive mode (e.g. due to 

working hours) in response to detecting a predetermined location [e.g. being in the office/ 

driving (par. 57, lines 3-12)] using the GPS positioning sensor (par. 58). 

It is an object of Tibbits' invention to provide a method for allowing a user to quickly 

manage his/her voicemail greeting when the user knows he/she will be unable to answer his 

phone. It is an object of Perren's invention to provide a method of determining the location, 

activity and state of a user in order to determine how to alert a user. Therefore, it would have 

been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to automatically enter 

an inactive mode based on a GPS sensor, as taught by Ferren, for the purpose of effectively 

managing functions of a telecommunications device. 

Consider claim 19, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses when the mobile device is in 

inactive mode, in response to receiving the communication from the wireless communication 

module [e.g. call (par. 42, lines 17-22)], suppressing all sound, visual, and vibration 

communication cues that would have accompanied the communication had the mobile device not 

been in inactive mode [e.g. all calls go to voicemail (par. 42, lines 17-22)]. 

Consider claim 20, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses providing a notification of 

the communication upon completion of the inactive mode [e.g. the device switches back to the 

default user status (par. 42, lines 8-10)]. 

Consider claim 21, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses the communication received 

from the wireless communication module is an SMS message [text based (par. 30, lines 11-17)]. 
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Art Unit: 2646 

Page 5 

Consider claim 22, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses the communication received 

from the wireless communication module is an email [it is well known that Gmail is part of the 

Google's chat network (par. 22, lines 5-11)]. 

Consider claim 23, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses the communication received 

from the wireless communication module is a cellular phone call (par. 35, lines 3-13). 

Consider claim 24, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses the user selected away 

message is a user customized away message (par. 19, lines 9-15). 

Consider claim 25, as applied in claim 1; Tibbits discloses when the mobile device is 

placed in inactive mode, provide a notification to a certification server (par. 22, lines 5-11) that 

the mobile device is in inactive mode (par. 19, lines 9-15). 

Consider claim 26, as applied in claim 25; Tibbits discloses when the mobile device 

exits inactive mode, provide a notification to a certification server (par. 22, lines 5-11) that the 

mobile device exited inactive mode (par. 19, lines 9-18). 

Consider claim 27, as applied in claim 1; Ferren discloses automatically exiting the 

inactive mode ( e.g. traveling between home and work) in response to detecting a predetermined 

location [e.g. riding public transportation (par. 57, lines 3-12)] using the GPS positioning sensor 

(par. 58). 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 

Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 

Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CPR 1.136( a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
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Application/Control Number: 14/176,107 

Art Unit: 2646 

MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 

TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 

Page 6 

mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 

shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 

extension fee pursuant to 37 CPR 1.136( a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 

advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX 

MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

Examiner should be directed to Joel Ajayi whose telephone number is (571) 270-1091. The 

Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 7:30am to 5:00pm and Friday 

7:30am to 4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 

supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-

3028. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272-

2600. 

/JOEL AJA YI/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2646 
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Examiner-Initiated Interview Summary 

Application No. 

14/176,107 

Examiner 

JOEL AJAYI 

All participants (applicant, applicant's representative, PTO personnel): 

(1) JOEL AJA YI.

(2) ALLAN NIEMERG.

Date of Interview: 25 August 2015.

Type: IZI Telephonic D Video Conference 
D Personal [copy given to: D applicant 

Exhibit shown or demonstration conducted: D Yes 
If Yes, brief description: __ . 

(3)__ .

(4) __ .

D applicant's representative] 

IZI No. 

Issues Discussed D101 D112 D102 IZl103 □Others 
(For each of the checked box( es) above, please describe below the issue and detailed description of the discussion) 

Claim(s) discussed: 1-

ldentification of prior art discussed: Ferren. 

Substance of Interview 

Applicant(s) 

BOVIS, NICK 

Art Unit 

2646 

(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a 

reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc ... ) 

Applicant needs to include the novel aspect of the invention. 

Applicant recordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of interview. 

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of 
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the 
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the 
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised. 

D Attachment 

/JOEL AJAYI/ 
Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2646 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-413B (Rev. 8/11/2010) Interview Summary PaperNo. 20150824 
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Application/Control No. Applicant(s)/Patent Under 
Reexamination 

14/176, 107 BOVIS, NICK 
Notice of References Cited 

Examiner Art Unit 

JOEL AJAYI 2646 
Page 1 of 1 

U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* 
Document Number Date 

CPC Classification US Classification Country Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY Name 

* 

A US-2012/0276932 A 1 11-2012 Ferren; Bran G02B 13/0065 455/456.6 

B US-

C US-

D US-

E US-

F US-

G US-

H US-

I US-

J US-

K US-

L US-

M US-

FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* 
Document Number Date 

Country Code-Number-Kind Code MM-YYYY Country Name CPC Classification 

N 

0 

p 

Q 

R 

s 

T 

NON-PATENT DOCUMENTS 

* Include as applicable: Author, Title Date, Publisher, Edition or Volume, Pertinent Pages) 

u 

V 

w 

X 

*A copy of this reference 1s not being furnished with this Office action. (See MPEP § 707.05(a).) 
Dates in MM-YYYY format are publication dates. Classifications may be US or foreign. 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-892 (Rev. 01-2001) Notice of References Cited Part of Paper No. 20150824 

016



Application/Control No. Applicant( s )/Patent Under 
Reexamination 

Index of Claims 14176107 BOVIS, NICK 

Examiner Art Unit 

JOEL AJAYI 2646 

✓ Rejected Cancelled N Non-Elected A Appeal 

-

- Allowed Restricted Interference 0 Objected 

□ Claims renumbered in the same order as presented by applicant □ CPA □ T.D. □ R.1.47

CLAIM DATE 

Final Original 05/09/2015 09/08/2015 

1 ✓ ✓ 

2 - -

3 - -

4 - -

5 - -

6 - -

7 - -

8 - -

9 - -

10 - -

11 - -

12 - -

13 - -

14 - -

15 - -

16 - -

17 - -

18 - -

19 ✓ ✓ 

20 ✓ ✓ 

21 ✓ ✓ 

22 ✓ ✓ 

23 ✓ ✓ 

24 ✓ ✓ 

25 ✓ ✓ 

26 ✓ ✓ 

27 ✓ 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Part of Paper No.: 20150824 
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Docket No. 1328-002 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Appl. No. 

Applicant 

Filed 

Art Unit. 
Examiner 

Customer No.: 

14/176,107 
Nick Bovis 
February 9, 2014 

2646 
Joel Ajayi 
88360 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-14 5 0 

Confirmation No. : 9370 

AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

This Amendment is being submitted in response to the Non-Final Office 

Action dated June 14, 2015. Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims, which begins on 

page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 5 of this paper. 

1 of7 
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Application No. 14/176,107 

Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims 

1. ( currently amended) A mobile device, comprising:

a wireless communication module; 

a GPS positioning sensor; 

a processor, controlling the wireless communication module and the GPS 

positioning sensor; 

a memory controlled by the processor, the memory including instructions that 

when executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: 

providing a graphical user interface through which a user customizes 

one or more functions of the mobile device when placed in an inactive mode, wherein 

inactive mode is defined as a mode in which, in response to receiving a 

communication from the wireless communication module, the mobile device transmits 

a user selected away message via the wireless communication module and suppresses 

one or more sound, visual, or vibration communication cues that would have 

accompanied the communication had the mobile device not been in inactive mode; 

receiving a user selection of the away message; and 

automatically entering the inactive mode in response to detecting a 

predetermined location using the GPS positioning sensor condition determined by the 

mobile device. 

2. - 18. (cancelled)
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19. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further

includes instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step 

of: 

when the mobile device is in inactive mode, in response to receiving the 

communication from the wireless communication module, suppressing all sound, 

visual, and vibration communication cues that would have accompanied the 

communication had the mobile device not been in inactive mode. 

20. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further

includes instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step 

of: 

providing a notification of the communication upon completion of the inactive mode. 

21. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the communication

received from the wireless communication module is an SMS message. 

22. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the communication

received from the wireless communication module is an email. 

23. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the communication

received from the wireless communication module is a cellular phone call. 

24. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the user selected

away message is a user customized away message. 

25. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further

includes instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step 

of: 
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when the mobile device is placed in inactive mode, provide a notification to a 

certification server that the mobile device is in inactive mode. 

26. (previously presented) The mobile device of claim 25 wherein the memory further

includes instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step 

of: 

when the mobile device exits inactive mode, provide a notification to a 

certification server that the mobile device exited inactive mode. 

27. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further includes

instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step of: 

automatically exiting the inactive mode in response to detecting a 

predetermined location using the GPS positioning sensor. 
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Rernarks 

Claims 1, 19-26 are pending in the present application. Claim 1 is presently 

amended. Claim 27 is ne\.V. No new matter has been added by way of the amendment. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S.C. 102(a) 

Claims 1 and 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(a)(l) as being 

unpatentable by Tibbits (U.S. Patent Application No. 2012/0148033). 

Applicant understands the Examiner's reading of the cited references and to 

further clarify the differences between references and the present invention, 

independent claim 1, from which claims 19-27 depend, has been amended to include 

the further limitation that the mobile device includes a "GPS positioning sensor" 

wherein the mobile device automatically enters the inactive mode in response to 

detecting a "predetermined location using the GPS positioning sensor." 

With respect to claims 1 and 19-26, Tibbits does not disclose, among other 

things: 

providing a graphical user interface through which a user customizes one 
or more functions of the mobile device when placed in an inactive mode, wherein 
inactive mode is defined as a mode in which, in response to receiving a 
communication from the wireless communication module, the mobile device 
transmits a user selected away message via the wireless communication module 
and suppresses one or more sound, visual, or vibration communication cues that 
would have accompanied the communication had the mobile device not been in 
inactive mode; 

receiving a user selection of the away message; and 
automatically entering the inactive mode in response to detecting a 

predetermined location using the GPS positioning sensor. 

Instead, Tibbits discloses techniques for allowing a user to quickly manage his/her 

voicemai! greeting when the user knmvs he 'vViil be unable to ansvver his phone by 

providing an interface for the user to record a quick away message or select from a set 
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of prerecorded messages to say why the user cannot answer the phone. Tibbits at 

para. [0003 ]. Tibbits also discloses techniques for manually updating voicemail 

greeting and status message across multiple services from an update to a single 

service. Tibbits at para. [0023]. Tibbits does not disclose updating greetings or 

rnessages in response to the mobile device detecting a predetermined location using 

the GPS positioning sensor. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner withdraw of the 35 

U.S.C. § 102(a) rejections of claims 1 and 19-26. 

New Claims 

Applicant has provided new claim 27 dependent on claim 1. As a dependent 

claim, claim 27 is patentable for the reasons described above with respect to the 

Examiner's 35 USC§ 102(a) rejections. 
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Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing remarks, Applicant submits that all of the currently pending 

claims are in aHmvable form and that the application is in condition fi:.)r ailowance o 

Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of Allowance be issued 

in this case. If for any reason the Examiner is unable to allow the application and feels 

that an interview would be helpful to resolve any remaining issues, the Examiner is 

requested to contact the undersigned attorney at (312) 283-8555 0 

Please recognize Customer No. 88360 
as the correspondence address. 

Richards Patent Law P.C. 
"!'1".\ S \" k 1·) 04th rt .:._1 .. �. 1vac erLL,o roor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Phone: 312.283.8555 

Date: 1-\ugust 14, 2015 

Respectfully submitted, 

RICHARDS PATENT LA\VPC 

Patrick D. Richards 
Registration. No. 48,905 
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Claim(s) discussed: 1-

ldentification of prior art discussed: Cai. Bauchot. 

Substance of Interview 

Applicant(s) 

BOVIS, NICK 

Art Unit 

2646 

(For each issue discussed, provide a detailed description and indicate if agreement was reached. Some topics may include: identification or clarification of a 

reference or a portion thereof, claim interpretation, proposed amendments, arguments of any applied references etc ... ) 

Applicnt needs to highlight the novel aspect of the invention. 

Applicant recordation instructions: It is not necessary for applicant to provide a separate record of the substance of interview. 

Examiner recordation instructions: Examiners must summarize the substance of any interview of record. A complete and proper recordation of 
the substance of an interview should include the items listed in MPEP 713.04 for complete and proper recordation including the identification of the 
general thrust of each argument or issue discussed, a general indication of any other pertinent matters discussed regarding patentability and the 
general results or outcome of the interview, to include an indication as to whether or not agreement was reached on the issues raised. 
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/JOEL AJAYI/ 
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3)0 An election was made by the applicant in response to a restriction requirement set forth during the interview on

__ ; the restriction requirement and election have been incorporated into this action. 

4)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 G.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims* 

5)� Claim(s) 1 and 19-26 is/are pending in the application.

5a) Of the above claim(s) __ is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

6)0 Claim(s) __ is/are allowed.

7)� Claim(s) 1 and 19-26 is/are rejected.

8)0 Claim(s) __ is/are objected to.

9)0 Claim(s) __ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

* If any claims have been determined allowable, you may be eligible to benefit from the Patent Prosecution Highway program at a

participating intellectual property office for the corresponding application. For more information, please see 

http://www.usoto.gov/patents/init events/pph/index.isp or send an inquiry to PF'Hfeedback(wuspto.aov. 

Application Papers 

10)0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner.

11 )� The drawing(s) filed on February 9. 2014 is/are: a)� accepted or b)O objected to by the Examiner.

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).

Certified copies:

a)O All b)O Some** c)O None of the:

1.0 

2.0 

3.0 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. __ . 

Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

** See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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Art Unit: 2646 

Page 2 

The present application, filed on or after March 16, 2013, is being examined under the 

first inventor to file provisions of the AIA. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

In the event the determination of the status of the application as subject to AIA 35 U.S.C. 

102 and 103 (or as subject to pre-AIA 35 U.S.C. 102 and 103) is incorrect, any correction of the 

statutory basis for the rejection will not be considered a new ground of rejection if the prior art 

relied upon, and the rationale supporting the rejection, would be the same under either status. 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(a)(l) the claimed invention was patented, described in a printed publication, or in public use, on sale or 
otherwise available to the public before the effective filing date of the claimed invention. 

Claims 1, 19-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a)( l )  as being unpatentable by Tibbits 

(U.S. Patent Application Number: 2012/0148033). 

Consider claim 1; Tibbits discloses a mobile device, comprising: a wireless 

communication module [ via the telemetry module 22 (par. 17, lines 1, 2; par. 18, lines 8, 9)]; a 

processor (par. 24, lines 3, 4; par. 25, lines 1-6), controlling (par. 24, lines 3, 4; par. 25, lines 1-6) 

the wireless communication module [ via the telemetry module 22 (par. 17, lines 1, 2; par. 18, 

lines 8, 9)]; a memory (par. 25, lines 6-12) controlled by the processor (par. 24, lines 3, 4; par. 

25, lines 1-6), the memory including instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to 

perform the steps of: providing a graphical user interface (par. 42, lines 1, 2) through which a 

user customizes one or more functions of the mobile device when placed in an inactive mode 
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(par. 42, lines 17-22), wherein inactive mode is defined as a mode in which, in response to 

receiving a communication from the wireless communication module [ e.g. call (par. 42, lines 17-

22)], the mobile device transmits a user selected away message via the wireless communication 

module (par. 23, lines 4-7) and suppresses one or more sound, visual, or vibration 

communication cues that would have accompanied the communication had the mobile device not 

been in inactive mode [e.g. all calls go to voicemail (par. 42, lines 17-22)]; receiving a user 

selection of the away message (par. 42, lines 17-22); and automatically entering the inactive 

mode in response to a condition determined by the mobile device [e.g. via configuration (par. 35, 

lines 3-10)]. 

Consider claim 19; Tibbits discloses when the mobile device is in inactive mode, in 

response to receiving the communication from the wireless communication module [e.g. call 

(par. 42, lines 17-22)], suppressing all sound, visual, and vibration communication cues that 

would have accompanied the communication had the mobile device not been in inactive mode 

[e.g. all calls go to voicemail (par. 42, lines 17-22)]. 

Consider claim 20; Tibbits discloses providing a notification of the communication upon 

completion of the inactive mode [e.g. the device switches back to the default user status (par. 42, 

lines 8-10)]. 

Consider claim 21; Tibbits discloses the communication received from the wireless 

communication module is an SMS message [text based (par. 30, lines 11-17)]. 

Consider claim 22; Tibbits discloses the communication received from the wireless 

communication module is an email [it is well known that Gmail is part of the Google's chat 

network (par. 22, lines 5-11)]. 
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Consider claim 23; Tibbits discloses the communication received from the wireless 

communication module is a cellular phone call (par. 35, lines 3-13). 

Page 4 

Consider claim 24; Tibbits discloses the user selected away message is a user customized 

away message (par. 19, lines 9-15). 

Consider claim 25; Tibbits discloses when the mobile device is placed in inactive mode, 

provide a notification to a certification server (par. 22, lines 5-11) that the mobile device is in 

inactive mode (par. 19, lines 9-15). 

Consider claim 26; Tibbits discloses when the mobile device exits inactive mode, 

provide a notification to a certification server (par. 22, lines 5-11) that the mobile device exited 

inactive mode (par. 19, lines 9-18). 

Conclusion 

Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571) 273-8300 or mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 

Randolph Building 

401 Dulany Street 

Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

Examiner should be directed to Joel Ajayi whose telephone number is (571) 270-1091. The 

Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 

supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 

organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 

Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 

may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 703-305-

3028. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 

should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone number is (571) 272-

2600. 

/JOEL AJA YI/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2646 
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Member with respect to the subject matter of the record.

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for

the information in order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the

requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m).

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records

may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant

to the Patent Cooperation Treaty.

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of

National Security review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)).

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or

his/her designee, during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to

recommend improvements in records management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U .S.C. 2904 and

2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this

purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such disclosure shall not be used to make

determinations about individuals.

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of

the application pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record

may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37 CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in

an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were terminated and which application is

referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued patent.

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law

enforcement agency, if the USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation.
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Docket No. 1328-002 PATENT 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Appl. No. 

Applicant 
Filed 

Art Unit. 
Examiner 

Docket No. 

Customer No.: 

14/176,107 
Nick Bovis 
February 9, 2014 
unknown 
unknown 
1328-002 
88360 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-14 5 0 

Confirmation No. : 2076 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

This Preliminary Amendment is being filed for the above-referenced application. 

No new matter is being presented by the amendments herein. 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims that begins on page 2 of 

this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 5 of this paper. 
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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 

application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. ( currently amended) A mobile device, comprising:

a wireless communication module; 

a processor, controlling the wireless communication module; 

a memory controlled by the processor, the memory including instructions that 

when executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: 

providing a graphical user interface through which a user customizes one 

or more functions of the mobile device when placed in an inactive mode, wherein 

inactive mode is defined as a mode in which, in response to receiving a communication 

from the wireless communication module, the mobile device transmits a user selected 

away message via the wireless communication module and suppresses one or more 

sound, visual, or vibration communication cues that would have accompanied the 

communication had the mobile device not been in inactive mode; 

receiving a user selection to automatically enter an inactive mode in 

response to an action ·.vithin the mobile device; 

receiving a user selection of an the away message; and 

automatically entering the inactive mode in response to a condition 

determined by the mobile device 

receiving a communication from a ·.vireless communication module; 
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if the mobile device is not in inactive mode, providing a notification to the user 

that a communication has been received; and 

if the mobile device is in inactive mode, transmitting an a-.va,y message via 

the ·.vireless module. 

2. - 18. (cancelled)

19. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further includes instructions

that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step of: 

when the mobile device is in inactive mode, in response to receiving the 

communication from the wireless communication module, suppressing all sound, visual, 

and vibration communication cues that would have accompanied the communication had 

the mobile device not been in inactive mode. 

20. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further includes instructions

that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step of: 

providing a notification of the communication upon completion of the inactive mode. 

21. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the communication received from the

wireless communication module is an SMS message. 

22. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the communication received from the

wireless communication module is an email. 

23. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the communication received from the

wireless communication module is a cellular phone call. 

24. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the user selected away message is a user

customized away message. 
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25. (new) The mobile device of claim 1 wherein the memory further includes instructions

that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step of: 

when the mobile device is placed in inactive mode, provide a notification to a 

certification server that the mobile device is in inactive mode. 

26. (new) The mobile device of claim 25 wherein the memory further includes

instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the step of: 

when the mobile device exits inactive mode, provide a notification to a 

certification server that the mobile device exited inactive mode. 
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Remarks 

Claims 1-18 are pending in the present application. Claims 2-18 have been 

cancelled by this amendment. New claims 19-26 have been added by this amendrnent. 

No new matter has been added by the amendments provided herein. Reconsideration and 

reexamination of the claims is requested. 

Conclusion 

In view of the foregoing amendments, Applicant submits that all of the currently 

pending claims are in allowable form and that the application is in condition for 

allowance. Therefore, Applicant respectfully requests that a timely Notice of A.1lmvance 

be issued in this case. If for any reason the Examiner is unable to allow the application 

and feels that an intervievv would be helpful to resolve any rernaining issues, the 

Examiner is requested to contact the undersigned attorney at (312) 283-8555. 

Please recognize Customer No. 88360 
as the correspondence address. 

Richards Patent Law P.C. 
233 S. Wacker Dr., 84th Floor 
Chicago, IL 60606 
Phone: (312) 283-8555 
Date: January 7, 2015 

Respectfully submitted, 

RJCHARDS PATENT LA \V PC 

Patrick D. Richards 
Registration. No. 48,905 
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Atty. Docket No. 1328-002 NON-PROVISIONAL UTILITY PA TENT APPLICATION 

MOBILE DEVICE INACTIVE MODE AND INACTIVE MODE VERIFICATION 

Cross-Reference to Related Applications 

[0001] This application incorporates by reference and claims priority to U.S. 

Provisional Application No. 61/835,234 filed June 14, 2013. 

Background of the Invention 

[0002] The present subject matter relates generally to a mobile device including 

functionality for suppressing user notifications of communications received by the mobile 

device and notifying the sender of the communication that the user is not receiving 

communications. Further, the present subject matter relates generally to systems and methods 

for verifying that a user was not receiving communications during a particular period of time. 

[0003] User distraction caused by mobile devices has become a serious problem in 

modem society. For example, motor vehicle accidents caused by distracted driving are on the 

rise and have become as serious as driving while intoxicated. Many drivers are aware of the 

risks of distracted driving but may lack the resolve to avoid trying to respond to incoming 

communications. One previous solution was to power down the mobile device while driving, 

however, this is inconvenient and easy to forget to initiate. Further, powering down the 

device may block access to urgent communications that may need to be received. What are 

needed are mechanisms to limit user communication distractions without forcing the user to 

power down a mobile device and miss essential communications. 

[0004] Further, the proliferation of accidents cause by distracted driving has created a 

need to prove that one was not operating a communications device during operation of a 

vehicle. What are needed are mechanisms to show that a user was not using a 

communications device during an accident while operating a vehicle. 

[0005] Accordingly, there is a need for a mobile device including functionality for 

suppressing communications to a user and systems for verifying that a user was not receiving 
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communications during a particular period of time, as described herein. 

Brief Summary of the Invention 

[0006] To meet the needs described above and others, the present disclosure provides 

a mobile device including functionality for suppressing communications to a user and 

systems for verifying that a user was not receiving communications during a particular period 

of time. 

[0007] As used herein, a communication may include a mobile device call, SMS text 

message, email. application notification, etc. A sender includes an individual sending the 

communication. 

[0008] An inactive mode for a mobile device as disclosed herein may be implemented 

using stored instructions that implement the functionality disclosed herein. In a preferred 

embodiment, the stored instructions may be provided in the form of a mobile device 

application. A user may install the mobile device application through a mobile device 

application online store. 

[0009] A user may enable an inactive mode of the device to suppress notification of 

incoming phone calls, text, emails, etc. and automatically notify the sender with an away 

message. By suppressing the communications distracted driving may be reduced. One 

drawback, however, is that senders may feel upset that they are not being answered when the 

sender is expecting the user to reply. Thus, in order to reassure senders that they will receive 

a response at the earliest convenient opportunity, the mobile device permits the user to send 

an away message upon receipt of a communication. 

[0010] Further, the device may communicate with a certification server to "certify" 

that a mobile device was not operational during a certain period as evidence that the phone 

was not used during driving. By enabling a user to show that he or she did not use mobile 

device during operation of a vehicle, he or she may be able to qualify for discounts from an 
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insurance company or may be able to show he or she was not at fault in an accident. Further, 

parents may use such records to verify that teenage drivers are not being distracted by their 

mobile device. 

[0011] In an embodiment, a method carried out by a mobile device to provide for an 

inactive mode and thus prevent distracted driving includes the steps of: placing the mobile 

device in inactive mode; detecting one or more incoming communications; suppressing 

notification of the user of the one or more incoming communications; transmitting an away 

message to one or more senders of the one or more communications; and notifying the user of 

missed communications upon completion of the inactive mode. 

[0012] The method begins when the mobile device is placed in inactive mode. The 

inactive mode may be activated by many different mechanisms. For example, a user may 

press a button to begin the inactive mode. Alternatively, a user may schedule a time period 

during which the mobile device is automatically in inactive mode. Even further, inactive 

mode may be automatically initiated upon the use of a driving directions functionality of the 

mobile device. Yet even further, the inactive mode may be automatically initiated upon the 

pairing of the mobile device and a vehicle. Moreover, inactive mode may be activated by a 

remote user, for example, to enable parents to limit distracted driving by teenagers. 

Additionally, the inactive mode may be activated by the mobile device detecting a particular 

location using GPS, such as a gym or school, where inactive mode is routinely activated. It is 

contemplated that any input that indicates that the user is not to be distracted may be used to 

place the device in inactive mode, as will be understood by those of skill in the art. 

[0013] While in inactive mode, the mobile device will detect incoming 

communications. When inactive mode functionality is provided as a mobile application, the 

mobile application may register with the operating system of the mobile device to receive a 

notification upon a communication event, such as a mobile call, SMS message, or email. 
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Upon receipt of notification of the incoming communication, the mobile application may 

capture contact information of the sender, such as phone number or email address. 

[0014] In addition to suppressing communications, inactive mode may restrict the 

user's use of the mobile device. For example, the user of the mobile device may be restricted 

from accessing a web browser on the mobile device. Inactive mode may restrict all use of the 

mobile device or may permit only selective access to needed functionality. For example, 

when driving, mapping and navigation functionality may remain accessible. 

[0015] It is contemplated that the user may customize the allowed functionality 

during inactive mode. Alternatively or additionally, the restriction on the functionality may 

be pre-programmed in the device, for example, if the inactive mode functionality is embodied 

in a mobile application distributed by an insurance company, the restriction of functionality 

may be optimized to minimize distracted driving accidents. Further, a remote user may 

restrict the functionality of the device. For example, a parent may limit a child's use of a 

mobile device during nighttime sleeping hours. 

[0016] Upon receiving notification of a communication event, the mobile device may 

suppress normal user notification. The mobile device may suppress normal user notification 

actions, such as ringing, vibration, and screen activation. Further the mobile device may 

suppress applications normally launched upon a communication event, such as a mobile call 

application. In some embodiments, the mobile device may permit normal user notification if 

the sender is on a pre-screened list of allowed senders. 

[0017] After suppressing user notification, the mobile device may transmit an away 

message to the sender. The away message may be sent via the same medium that the original 

communication was made in. For example, if a text message was received, the mobile device 

may transmit a response via text message. Alternatively, the message may be sent by a 

different medium. For example, if a phone call was received, the mobile device may transmit 
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the away message via text message or email (if, for example, the sender has an associated 

email address in the users contacts). It is further contemplated that the user's inactive mode 

away message may be automatically shared to social networks such Facebook and Twitter 

upon activation of the inactive mode. 

[0018] The user may configure an away message before placing the mobile device in 

inactive mode. The user may configure multiple away messages and choose among the away 

messages when placing the mobile device in away mode. 

[0019] At the appropriate time, the device may leave inactive mode and permit the 

user to use the full functionality of the device. In an embodiment, inactive mode may be 

disabled by pressing a button ending inactive mode. Alternatively, where inactive mode was 

scheduled to start automatically, the mobile device may leave inactive mode by reaching the 

end of a scheduled time. Further, where the mobile device was placed in inactive mode by the 

driving directions functionality, the mobile device may leave inactive mode by arriving at a 

destination. Even further, where the mobile device was placed in inactive mode remotely, the 

mobile device may be removed from inactive mode by remote deactivation, etc. It will be 

apparent to one of skill in the art that that the mobile device may be removed from inactive 

mode by any mechanism that reflects that the need for restricted access is no longer needed. 

[0020] Upon completion of the inactive mode, the mobile device notifies user of 

missed communications. The user may then view any text messages or emails, or may listen 

to voicemails left by the sender. 

[0021] As described, the device may "certify" or prove that a mobile device was not 

operational during a certain period as evidence that the phone was not used during driving. A 

method of proving a cell phone was disabled comprises the steps of: receiving an input by the 

mobile device to begin the inactive mode; transmitting an inactive mode begin notification 

from the mobile device to the certification server; receiving, by the certification server, an 
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inactive mode begin notification; suppressing notifications to a user; receiving an input by the 

mobile device to end the inactive mode; transmitting an inactive mode end notification from 

the mobile device to the certification server; receiving an inactive mode end notification by 

the certification server; generating, by the certification server, a certified record of the time of 

the inactive mode begin notification and the inactive mode end notification. 

[0022] The method of proving a cell phone was disabled may begin upon the mobile 

device being placed in inactive mode. As previously described, the mobile device may be 

placed in inactive mode by the user pressing a button to begin the inactive mode; by the user 

scheduling a time period during which the mobile device is automatically in inactive mode; 

by the use of the driving directions functionality of the mobile device; by activation by a 

remote user; etc. 

[0023] Upon being placed in inactive mode, the mobile device may transmit an 

inactive mode begin notification to the server. The inactive mode begin notification may 

include a user identifier, and a begin timestamp indicating the time that the inactive mode 

was initiated. Further, the inactive mode begin notification may include a listing of 

functionality permissions to record the functionality made available and/or the functionality 

made restricted to the user during the inactive mode. It is contemplated that the mobile device 

need not immediately transmit the inactive mode begin notification upon the step of receiving 

an input to begin inactive mode is received, and the mobile device may alternatively transmit 

the inactive mode begin notification when requested, when a connection is available, during 

periods of low bandwidth utilization, or any other time useful to create the certification. 

[0024] The certification server receives the inactive mode begin notification from the 

mobile device. The certification server may assume that inactive mode is operating 

continuously until receiving a signal, such as an inactive mode end notification, that inactive 

mode has been disabled. A certified record of the data contained in the inactive mode begin 
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notification may be created and stored in a database of the certification server. The certified 

record may include a first timestamp of the time the inactive mode begin notification was 

received. 

[0025] In inactive mode, the mobile device may suppress communications and 

enforce the restrictions of the inactive mode until the step of receiving an input to end 

inactive mode. As previously described, an input may be the user pressing a button to end the 

inactive mode, the user scheduling a time period during which the mobile device is 

automatically in inactive mode, the use of the driving directions functionality of the mobile 

device, activation by a remote user; etc. 

[0026] At the conclusion of inactive mode, the mobile device may transmit an 

inactive mode end notification to the certification server to indicate that the device has left 

the inactive mode. The inactive mode end notification may include a user identifier and a end 

timestamp marking the time that the mobile device was removed from inactive mode. 

Further, the inactive mode end notification may include a listing of functionality permissions 

to record the functionality made available and/or the functionality made restricted to the user 

during the inactive mode. It is contemplated that the mobile device need not immediately 

transmit the inactive mode end notification upon the step of receiving an input to begin 

inactive mode is received, and the mobile device may transmit the inactive mode end 

notification when requested, when a connection is available, during periods of low bandwidth 

utilization, or any other time useful to create the certification. 

[0027] The certification server may receive an inactive mode end notification from 

the mobile device. Upon receipt of the inactive mode end notification, the certification server 

may make a certified record of the inactive mode session. The certified record of the inactive 

mode session may include the inactive mode begin notification, an inactive mode begin 

notification arrival timestamp recording the arrival of the inactive mode begin notification, 
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the inactive mode end notification, and an inactive mode end notification arrival timestamp 

recording the arrival of the inactive mode end notification. The record may be used to verify 

that the inactive mode was enabled during a period of time. To do so, the record may be made 

available via a user interface to the user, an insurance company, the police, the courts, a 

parent of the user, etc., to certify the times the device was in inactive mode and the 

restrictions on functionality in place during inactive mode. 

[0028] In an embodiment, a mobile device includes: a processor; and a memory 

including instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: 

receiving a user selection to automatically enter an inactive mode in response to an action 

within the mobile device indicating the device is being used in a moving vehicle; receiving a 

communication from a wireless communication module; if the mobile device is not in 

inactive mode, providing a notification to the user that a communication has been received; 

and if the mobile device is in inactive mode, transmitting an away message via the wireless 

module. 

[0029] In some embodiments of the mobile device, the action is the activation of a 

driving directions functionality. In other embodiments, the action is GPS location 

functionality detecting a velocity above a certain rate. In additional embodiments, the action 

is pairing the mobile device with the moving vehicle. 

[0030] In some embodiments of the mobile device, the communication is a mobile 

phone call. In other embodiments, the away message is one of a mobile phone call, an SMS 

message, or an email. In additional embodiments the communication is an SMS phone call. 

In further embodiments, the communication is an email. 

[0031] In some embodiments of the mobile device, the memory further includes 

instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: receiving an 

input from a user requesting access to a function of the mobile device; if the mobile device is 
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not in inactive mode, providing access to the requested functionality; and if the mobile device 

is in inactive mode, checking if the requested functionality is present on a list of restricted 

functionality, and if the requested functionality is present on a list of restricted functionality, 

refusing access to the requested functionality. 

[0032] One objective of the invention is to increase driver safety by reducing mobile 

device communications as a source of distraction. 

[0033] A further objective is to inform callers of the delay and the reason for failing 

to respond. 

[0034] Another objective of the invention is to provide a mechanism for users to 

prove that the communication functions of their mobile device were disabled at a particular 

time. 

[0035] Additional objects, advantages and novel features of the examples will be set 

forth in part in the description which follows, and in part will become apparent to those 

skilled in the art upon examination of the following description and the accompanying 

drawings or may be learned by production or operation of the examples. The objects and 

advantages of the concepts may be realized and attained by means of the methodologies, 

instrumentalities and combinations particularly pointed out in the appended claims. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

[0036] The drawing figures depict one or more implementations in accord with the 

present concepts, by way of example only, not by way of limitations. In the figures, like 

reference numerals refer to the same or similar elements. 

[0037] Fig. 1 is a schematic view of the ecosystem of a device including functionality 

for suppressing communications to a user using an inactive mode and a verification system to 

verify that a user was not receiving communications during a particular period of time. 

[0038] Fig. 2 is a diagram of an example of a device including functionality for 
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suppressing communications to a user using an inactive mode and verifying that a user was 

not receiving communications during a particular period of time. 

[0039] Fig. 3 is a flow chart illustrating a method carried out by a mobile device to 

provide for an inactive mode. 

[0040] Fig. 4a is an example mobile device user interface showing a start screen used 

to begin the inactive mode. 

[0041] Fig. 4b is an example mobile device user interface showing a scheduling 

screen to schedule a time period during which the mobile device is automatically in inactive 

mode. 

[0042] Fig. 4c is an example mobile device user interface showing a GPS/directions 

screen that when opened may trigger the inactive mode. 

[0043] Fig. 4d is a front view of a mobile device user interface showing a Bluetooth 

device detection screen that when used to accept a Bluetooth connection may trigger the 

inactive mode. 

[0044] Fig. 5a is an example mobile device user interface showing a custom message 

selection screen. 

[0045] Fig. 5b is an example mobile device user interface showing a custom message 

creation screen. 

[0046] Fig. 5c is an example mobile device user interface showing a custom message 

selection screen including example away messages. 

[0047] Fig 5d is an example mobile device user interface showing a start screen that 

includes a custom away message. 

[0048] Fig 6 is an example mobile device user interface showing a notification screen 

displayed upon leaving inactive mode. 

[0049] Fig. 7 is a flow chart illustrating a certification method to create a certified 
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record at the certification server that a mobile device was inactive during a particular time. 

[0050] Fig. 8a is a diagram of an example inactive mode begin notification created 

during the execution of the certification method of Fig. 7. 

[0051] Fig. 8b is a diagram of an example inactive mode end notification created 

during the execution of the certification method of Fig. 7. 

[0052] Fig 8c is a diagram of an example record of an inactive mode session created 

during the execution of the certification method of Fig. 7. 

Detailed Description of the Invention 

[0053] Fig. 1 illustrates the ecosystem 10 of an example of a mobile device 100 

including functionality for suppressing communications using an inactive mode. As shown in 

Fig. 1, the ecosystem 10 includes a communications network 40 which provides 

communications functionality to the mobile device 100, other communication devices 20 

which other users may use to communicate to the mobile device 100, and a certification 

server 30 that may verify that a user 15 was not receiving communications during a particular 

period of time. 

[0054] A user 15 may enable an inactive mode of the device 100 to suppress 

notification of incoming phone calls, text, emails, and other communications and 

automatically notify the device 20 of the sender 17 with an away message. By suppressing 

the incoming communications, the mobile device 100 may minimize user distractions 

permitting the user 15 to maintain concentration on important tasks, such as driving. One 

drawback, however, is that senders 17 may feel upset that they are not being answered when 

the sender 17 is expecting the user 15 to answer communications. Thus, in order to reassure 

senders 17 that their communication will receive a response at the earliest convenient 

opportunity, the mobile device 100 permits the user 15 to send an away message upon receipt 

of a communication. 
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[0055] Fig. 2 is a block diagram of an example implementation of a mobile 

device 100 including an inactive mode. The mobile device 100 includes communication 

functions that can be facilitated through one or more wireless communication 

subsystems 120, which can include radio frequency receivers and transmitters and/or optical 

( e.g., infrared) receivers and transmitters. The specific design and implementation of the 

communication subsystem 120 can depend on the communication network(s) over which the 

mobile device 100 is intended to operate. For example, the mobile device 100 can include 

communication subsystems 120 designed to operate over a GSM network, a GPRS network, 

an EDGE network, a Wi-Fi or WiMax network, and a Bluetooth network. In particular, the 

wireless communication subsystems 120 may include hosting protocols such that the mobile 

device 100 may be configured as a base station for other wireless devices. 

[0056] A memory 138 may store communication instructions 142 to facilitate 

communicating with one or more additional devices, one or more computers and/or one or 

more servers. The memory 138 may include phone instructions 148 to facilitate phone-related 

processes and functions; short message service instructions 150 to facilitate SMS-messaging 

related processes and functions; electronic mail instructions 151 to facilitate electronic-mail 

processes and functions. The phone instruction 148, the short message service 

instructions 150, electronic mail instructions 151 may include default instructions to notify a 

user via sound, visual, or vibration cues to alert the user of incoming communications. The 

memory may further include inactive mode instructions 147 to suppress the sound, visual, or 

vibration communication cues and manage the inactive mode related processes and functions 

further described herein. 

[0057] Turning to Fig. 3, in an embodiment, a method 300 carried out by a mobile 

device 100 to provide for an inactive mode includes: the step 301 of placing the mobile 

device 100 in inactive mode; the step 302 of detecting one or more incoming 
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communications; the step 303 of suppressing notification of the user 15 of the one or more 

incoming communications; the step 304 of transmitting an away message to one or more 

senders 17 of the one or more communications; and the step 305 of notifying the user 15 of 

missed communications upon completion of the inactive mode. 

[0058] The method 300 begins at step 301 when the mobile device 100 is placed in 

inactive mode. Inactive mode may be activated by many different mechanisms. For example, 

as shown in Fig. 4a, a user 15 may press a start button 510 on a start screen 520 to begin the 

inactive mode. Alternatively, a user 15 may select the set timer button 515 on the start 

screen 515 to enter a scheduling screen 530, as shown in Fig. 4b, to schedule a time period 

during which the mobile device 100 is automatically in inactive mode. Even further, as 

shown in Fig. 4c, the inactive mode may be automatically initiated upon the opening of a 

GPS/directions screen 540 of the mobile device. Yet even further, as shown in Fig. 4d, the 

inactive mode may be automatically initiated upon the pairing of the mobile device 100 and a 

vehicle, as shown by the Bluetooth device detection screen 550. Moreover, the inactive mode 

may be activated by a remote user 15, for example, to enable parents to limit distracted 

driving by teenagers. Additionally, the inactive mode may be activated by the mobile 

device 100 detecting a particular location using GPS, such as a gym or school, where inactive 

mode is routinely activated. It is contemplated that any input that may indicate that the user is 

not to be distracted may be used to place the device in inactive mode, as will be understood 

by those of skill in the art. 

[0059] Once placed in inactive mode, at step 302, the mobile device 100 will detect 

any incoming communications normally. When inactive mode functionality is provided as a 

mobile application, upon entering inactive mode the mobile application may register with the 

operating system of the mobile device 100 to receive a notification upon a communication 

event, such as a mobile call, SMS message, or email. Upon receipt of notification of the 
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incoming communication, the mobile application may capture contact information of the 

sender 1 7, such as phone number or email address. 

[0060] Proceeding to step 303, upon receiving notification of an incoming 

communication, the mobile device 100 may suppress normal user notification. The mobile 

device 100 may suppress normal user notification actions, such as ringing, vibration, and 

screen activation. Further the mobile device 100 may suppress applications normally 

launched upon a communication event, such as a mobile call application. In some 

embodiments, the mobile device 100 may permit normal user notification if the sender 17 is 

on a pre-screened list of allowed senders 17. 

[0061] After suppressing user notification of an incoming communication, the mobile 

device 100, at step 304 of the method 300, may transmit an away message 575 to the 

sender 17. The user 15 may configure multiple away messages 575 and choose among the 

away messages 575 when placing the mobile device 100 in away mode. As shown in 

Figs. 5a-5d, the user 15 may configure an away message before placing the mobile 

device 100 in inactive mode. Fig. 5a illustrates an away message selection screen 560 before 

the user 15 has set up an away message 575. A user 15 may select the away message creation 

button 565 to enter an away message editing screen 570 including an edit box 572, as shown 

in Fig. 5b. After creating away messages 575, the user 15 may select from the away 

messages 575 tin the away message selection screen 560 as shown in Fig. 5c. Upon selecting 

an away message 575, the start screen 520 is opened permitting the user to start the inactive 

mode. It is further contemplated that the away message 575 may be automatically shared to 

social networks such Facebook and Twitter upon activation of the inactive mode. 

[0062] In some embodiments, the away message 575 may be sent via the same 

communications medium in which the original communication was made. For example, if a 

text message was received, the mobile device 100 may transmit the away message 575 via 

-14-
082



text message. Alternatively, the away message 575 may be sent by a different 

communications medium. For example, if a phone call was received, the mobile device 100 

may transmit the away message 575 via text message or email. 

[0063] Upon completion of the inactive mode, next at step 305, the mobile device 100 

notifies the user 15 of missed communications. At the missed communications screen 580 

shown in Fig. 6, the user 15 may then view any text messages or emails by clicking the view 

message button 585, listen to voicemails left by the sender 17 by clicking the view calls 

button 587, or otherwise use the full functionality of the device. In an embodiment, inactive 

mode may be disabled by pressing a button ending inactive mode. Alternatively, where 

inactive mode was scheduled to start automatically, the mobile device 100 may leave inactive 

mode by reaching the end of a scheduled time. Further, where the mobile device 100 was 

placed in inactive mode by the driving directions functionality, the mobile device 100 may 

leave inactive mode by arriving at a destination. Even further, where the mobile device 100 

was placed in inactive mode remotely, the mobile device 100 may be removed from inactive 

mode by remote deactivation. It will be apparent to one of skill in the art that that the mobile 

device 100 may be removed from inactive mode by any mechanism that reflects that the need 

for restricted access is no longer needed. 

[0064] In addition to suppressing communications, inactive mode may restrict the 

user's use of the mobile device. For example, the user 15 of the mobile device 100 may be 

restricted from accessing a web browser, applications, communications programs, etc. 

Inactive mode may restrict all use of the mobile device 100 or may permit only selective 

access to certain functionality. For example, when driving, mapping and GPS/navigation 

functionality may remain accessible. 

[0065] It is contemplated that the user 15 may customize the allowed functionality 

during inactive mode. Alternatively or additionally, the restriction on the functionality may 
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be pre-programmed in the inactive mode instructions 147. For example, if the inactive mode 

functionality of the mobile device 100 is embodied in a mobile application distributed by an 

insurance company, the restriction of functionality may be optimized to minimize distracted 

driving accidents. Further, a remote user may restrict the functionality of the mobile 

device 100. For example, a parent may limit a child's use of a mobile device 100 during 

nighttime sleeping hours. 

[0066] Referring to Fig. 4, the certification method 400 may be used to create a 

certified record 670 (Fig. 6c) by the certification server 30 that records that a mobile 

device 100 was inactive during a particular time. As shown in Fig. 4, the certification 

method 400 includes: the step 401 of receiving an input by the mobile device 100 to begin the 

inactive mode; the step 402 of transmitting an inactive mode begin notification 610 from the 

mobile device 100 to the certification server 30; the step 403 of receiving, by the certification 

server 30, an inactive mode begin notification 610; the step 404 of suppressing notifications 

to a user 15; the step 405 of receiving an input by the mobile device 100 to end the inactive 

mode; the step 406 of transmitting an inactive mode end notification 650 from the mobile 

device 100 to the certification server 30; the step 407 of receiving an inactive mode end 

notification 650 by the certification server 30; the step 408 of generating, by the certification 

server 30, a certified record 670 of the time of the inactive mode begin notification 610 and 

the inactive mode end notification 650. 

[0067] The certification method 400 may begin upon the step 401 of the mobile 

device 100 receiving an input to begin the inactive mode. For example, as shown in Fig. 4a, a 

user 15 may press a start button 510 on a start screen 520 to begin the inactive mode. 

Alternatively, a user 15 may select the set timer button 515 on the start screen 515 to enter a 

scheduling screen 530, as shown in Fig. 4b, to schedule a time period during which the 

mobile device 100 is automatically in inactive mode. Even further, as shown in Fig. 4c, the 
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inactive mode may be automatically initiated upon the opening of a OPS/directions 

screen 540 of the mobile device. Yet even further, as shown in Fig. 4d, the inactive mode 

may be automatically initiated upon the pairing of the mobile device 100 and a vehicle, as 

shown by the Bluetooth device detection screen 550. Moreover, the inactive mode may be 

activated by a remote user 15, for example, to enable parents to limit distracted driving by 

teenagers. It is contemplated that any input that may indicate that the user is not to be 

distracted may be used to place the device in inactive mode, as will be understood by those of 

skill in the art. 

[0068] Upon being placed in inactive mode, at step 402 the mobile device 100 may 

transmit an inactive mode begin notification 610 to the certification server 30. As shown in 

Fig. 8a, the inactive mode begin notification 610 may include a user identifier 620, and a 

begin timestamp 630 indicating the time that the inactive mode was initiated. Further, the 

inactive mode begin notification 610 may include a listing of functionality permissions 640 to 

record the functionality made available and/or the functionality made restricted to the user 

during the inactive mode. It is contemplated that the mobile device 100 need not immediately 

transmit the inactive mode begin notification 610 upon the step 401 of receiving an input to 

begin inactive mode is received, and the mobile device 100 may alternatively transmit the 

inactive mode begin notification 610 when requested, when a connection is available, during 

periods of low bandwidth utilization, or any other time useful to create the certification. 

[0069] At step 403, the certification server 30 may receive an inactive mode begin 

notification 610. The certification server 30 may assume that inactive mode is operating 

continuously until receiving a signal, such as an inactive mode end notification 650 (Fig. 8b ), 

that inactive mode has been disabled. A certified record 670 of the data contained in the 

inactive mode begin notification 610 may be created and stored in a database of the 

certification server 30. As shnwn in Fig. 8c, the certified record 670 may include a first 
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timestamp 680 of the time the inactive mode begin notification 610 was received. 

[0070] At step 404, the mobile device 100 may suppress communications and enforce 

the restrictions of the inactive mode until the step 405 of receiving an input to end inactive 

mode. As previously described, an input may be the user pressing a button to end the inactive 

mode, the user scheduling a time period during which the mobile device 100 is automatically 

in inactive mode, the use of the driving directions functionality of the mobile device 100, 

activation by a remote user; etc. 

[0071] At step 406, the mobile device 100 may transmit an inactive mode end 

notification 650 to the certification server 30 to indicate that the device 100 has left the 

inactive mode. The inactive mode end notification 650 may include a user identifier and a 

end timestamp 660 marking the time that the mobile device was removed from inactive 

mode. Further, the inactive mode end notification 650 may include a listing of functionality 

permissions 640 to record the functionality made available and/or the functionality made 

restricted to the user 15 during the inactive mode. It is contemplated that the mobile 

device 100 need not immediately transmit the inactive mode end notification 650 upon the 

step 405 of receiving an input to begin inactive mode is received, and the mobile device 100 

may transmit the inactive mode end notification 650 when requested, when a connection is 

available, during periods of low bandwidth utilization, or any other time useful to create the 

certification. 

[0072] At step 407, the certification server 30 may receive an inactive mode end 

notification 650. Upon receipt of the inactive mode end notification 650, the certification 

server 30 may make a certified record 670 of the inactive mode session. The certified 

record 670 of the inactive mode session may include the inactive mode begin 

notification 610, an inactive mode begin notification arrival timestamp 680 recording the 

arrival of the inactive mode begin notification 610, the inactive mode end notification 650, 
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and an inactive mode end notification arrival timestamp 690 recording the arrival of the 

inactive mode end notification 650. In some embodiments, the certified record 670 may 

further include a GPS location trace of the mobile device 100 while the mobile device was in 

inactive mode. By storing a GPS location trace in the certified record, the user may, among 

other things, provide proof of location during inactive mode, as may be useful when an 

accident has occurred. The certified record 670 may be used to verify that the inactive mode 

was enabled during a period of time. To do so, the record may be made available via a user 

interface to the user 15, an insurance company, the police, the courts, a parent of the user 15, 

etc., to certify the times the device was in inactive mode and the restrictions on functionality 

in place during inactive mode. 

[0073] Referring back to Fig. 2, the mobile device 100 includes a memory 

interface 102, one or more data processors, image processors and/or central processors 104, 

and a peripherals interface 106. The memory interface 102, the one or more processors 104 

and/or the peripherals interface 106 can be separate components or can be integrated in one 

or more integrated circuits. The various components in the mobile device 100 can be coupled 

by one or more communication buses or signal lines, as will be recognized by those skilled in 

the art. 

[0074] Sensors, devices, and additional subsystems can be coupled to the peripherals 

interface 106 to facilitate various functionalities. For example, a motion sensor 108 ( e.g., a 

gyroscope), a light sensor 110, and a positioning sensor 112 ( e.g., GPS receiver) can be 

coupled to the peripherals interface 106 to facilitate the orientation, lighting, and positioning 

functions described further herein. Other sensors 114 can also be connected to the peripherals 

interface 106, such as a proximity sensor, a temperature sensor, a biometric sensor, or other 

sensing device, to facilitate related functionalities. 

[0075] A camera subsystem 116 and an optical sensor 118 (e.g., a charged coupled 
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device (CCD) or a complementary metal-oxide semiconductor (CMOS) optical sensor) can 

be utilized to facilitate camera functions, such as recording photographs and video clips. 

[0076] An audio subsystem 122 can be coupled to a speaker 124 and a 

microphone 126 to facilitate voice-enabled functions, such as voice recognition, voice 

replication, digital recording, and telephony functions. 

[0077] The 1/0 subsystem 128 can include a touch screen controller 130 and/or other 

input controller(s) 132. The touch-screen controller 130 can be coupled to a touch screen 134. 

The touch screen 134 and touch screen controller 130 can, for example, detect contact and 

movement, or break thereof, using any of a plurality of touch sensitivity technologies, 

including but not limited to capacitive, resistive, infrared, and surface acoustic wave 

technologies, as well as other proximity sensor arrays or other elements for determining one 

or more points of contact with the touch screen 134. The other input controller(s) 132 can be 

coupled to other input/control devices 136, such as one or more buttons, rocker switches, 

thumb-wheel, infrared port, USB port, and/or a pointer device such as a stylus. The one or 

more buttons (not shown) can include an up/down button for volume control of the 

speaker 124 and/or the microphone 126. 

[0078] The memory interface 102 can be coupled to memory 138. The memory 138 

can include high-speed random access memory and/or non-volatile memory, such as one or 

more magnetic disk storage devices, one or more optical storage devices, and/or flash 

memory (e.g., NAND, NOR). The memory 138 can store operating system instructions 140, 

such as Darwin, RTXC, LINUX, UNIX, OS X, iOS, WINDOWS, or an embedded operating 

system such as VxWorks. The operating system instructions 140 may include instructions for 

handling basic system services and for performing hardware dependent tasks. In some 

implementations, the operating system instructions 140 can be a kernel (e.g., UNIX kernel). 

[0079] The memory 138 may include graphical user interface instructions 144 to 
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facilitate graphic user interface processing; sensor processing instructions 146 to facilitate 

sensor-related processing and functions; web browsing instructions 152 to facilitate web 

browsing-related processes and functions; media processing instructions 154 to facilitate 

media processing-related processes and functions; OPS/Navigation instructions 156 to 

facilitate GPS and navigation-related processes and instructions; camera instructions 158 to 

facilitate camera-related processes and functions; and/or other software instructions 160 to 

facilitate other processes and functions ( e.g., access control management functions, etc.). The 

memory 138 may also store other software instructions (not shown) controlling other 

processes and functions of the mobile device 100 as will be recognized by those skilled in the 

art. In some implementations, the media processing instructions 154 are divided into audio 

processing instructions and video processing instructions to facilitate audio processing­

related processes and functions and video processing-related processes and functions, 

respectively. An activation record and International Mobile Equipment Identity (IMEi) 162 

or similar hardware identifier can also be stored in memory 13 8. 

[0080] Each of the above identified instructions and applications can correspond to a 

set of instructions for performing one or more functions described herein. These instructions 

need not be implemented as separate software programs, procedures, or modules. The 

memory 138 can include additional instructions or fewer instructions. Furthermore, various 

functions of the mobile device 100 may be implemented in hardware and/or in software, 

including in one or more signal processing and/or application specific integrated circuits. 

[0081] It should be noted that various changes and modifications to the presently 

preferred embodiments described herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such 

changes and modifications may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of the 

present invention and without diminishing its attendant advantages. 
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1. A mobile device, comprising:

a processor; 

a memory including instructions that when executed by the processor cause it to perform the 

steps of: 

receiving a user selection to automatically enter an inactive mode in response to an 

action within the mobile device; 

receiving a user selection of an away message; 

receiving a communication from a wireless communication module; 

if the mobile device is not in inactive mode, providing a notification to the user that a 

communication has been received; and 

if the mobile device is in inactive mode, transmitting an away message via the 

wireless module. 

2. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the action is the activation of a driving directions

functionality. 

3. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the action is GPS location functionality detecting a

velocity above a certain rate. 

4. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the action is pairing the mobile device with the

moving vehicle. 

5. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the step of receiving a user selection of an away

message is accomplished by presenting the user a list of away messages. 

6. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the communication is a mobile phone call.

7. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the away message is one of a mobile phone call, an

SMS message, or an email. 

8. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the communication is an SMS phone call.

9. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the communication is an email.
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10. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the memory further includes instructions that

when executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: 

receiving an input from a user requesting access to a function of the mobile device; 

if the mobile device is not in inactive mode, providing access to the requested 

functionality; and 

if the mobile device is in inactive mode, checking if the requested functionality is 

present on a list of restricted functionality, and if the requested functionality is present on a 

list of restricted functionality, refusing access to the requested functionality. 

11. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the action is the activation of a driving directions

functionality. 

12. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the action is GPS location functionality detecting

a velocity above a certain rate. 

13. The mobile device of claim 9, wherein the action is pairing the mobile device with the

moving vehicle. 

14. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the communication is a mobile phone call.

15. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the away message is one of a mobile phone call,

an SMS message, or an email. 

16. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the communication is an SMS phone call.

17. The mobile device of claim 10, wherein the communication is an email.

18. The mobile device of claim 1, wherein the memory further includes instructions that

when executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: 

transmitting an inactive mode begin notification from the mobile device to a 

certification server in response to receiving a begin input by the mobile device to begin the 

inactive mode, wherein the inactive mode begin notification includes a timestamp of the 

begin input; and 
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transmitting an inactive mode end notification from the mobile device to the 

certification server in response to receiving an end input by the mobile device to end the 

inactive mode, wherein the inactive mode end notification includes a timestamp of the end 

input, and wherein the certification server generates a record of the timestamp of the begin 

input and the timestamp of the end input. 
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ABSTRACT 

A mobile device, comprising: a processor; and a memory including instructions that when 

executed by the processor cause it to perform the steps of: receiving a user selection to 

automatically enter an inactive mode in response to an action within the mobile device 

indicating the device is being used in a moving vehicle; receiving a communication from a 

wireless communication module; if the mobile device is not in inactive mode, providing a 

notification to the user that a communication has been received; if the mobile device is in 

inactive mode, transmitting an away message via the wireless module. 
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NOTE: By providing this statement under 37 CFR 1.55 or 1.78, this application, with a filing date on or after March
16, 2013, will be examined under the first inventor to file provisions of the AIA.

Authorization to Permit Access: 

� Authorization to Permit Access to the Instant Appl ication by the Participating Offices
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PTO/AIN14 (12-13) 

Approved for use through 01/31/2014. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 1328-002 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention MOBILE DEVICE INACTIVE MODE AND INACTIVE MODE VERIFICATION 

If checked, the undersigned hereby grants the USPTO authority to provide the European Patent Office (EPO), 
the Japan Patent Office (JPO), the Korean Intellectual Property Office (KIPO), the World Intellectual Property Office (WIPO), 
and any other intellectual property offices in which a foreign application claiming priority to the instant patent application 
is filed access to the instant patent application. See 37 CFR 1.14(c) and (h). This box should not be checked if the applicant 
does not wish the EPO, JPO, KIPO, WIPO, or other intellectual property office in which a foreign application claiming priority 
to the instant patent application is filed to have access to the instant patent application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(h)(3), access will be provided to a copy of the instant patent application with respect 
to: 1) the instant patent application-as-filed; 2) any foreign application to which the instant patent application 
claims priority under 35 U.S.C. 119(a)-(d) if a copy of the foreign application that satisfies the certified copy requirement of 
37 CFR 1.55 has been filed in the instant patent application; and 3) any U.S. application-as-filed from which benefit is 
sought in the instant patent application. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.14(c), access may be provided to information concerning the date of filing this Authorization. 

Applicant Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not substitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Title 37 of CFR 
to have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Applicant 1 I Remove I 
If the applicant is the inventor (or the remaining joint inventor or inventors under 37 CFR 1.45), this section should not be completed. 
The information to be provided in this section is the name and address of the legal representative who is the applicant under 37 CFR 
1.43; or the name and address of the assignee, person to whom the inventor is under an obligation to assign the invention, or person 
who otherwise shows sufficient proprietary interest in the matter who is the applicant under 37 CFR 1.46. If the applicant is an 
applicant under 37 CFR 1.46 (assignee, person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign, or person who otherwise shows sufficient 
proprietary interest) together with one or more joint inventors, then the joint inventor or inventors who are also the applicant should be 
identified in this section. 

I Clear I 

0 Assignee l o Legal Representative under 35 U.S.C. 117 lo Joint Inventor

0 Person to whom the inventor is obligated to assign. 10 Person who shows sufficient proprietary interest 

If applicant is the legal representative, indicate the authority to file the patent application, the inventor is: 

I 
Name of the Deceased or Legally Incapacitated Inventor : I 
If the Applicant is an Organization check here. □ 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 
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Approved for use through 01/31/2014. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 1328-002 

Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 
Application Number 

Title of Invention MOBILE DEVICE INACTIVE MODE AND INACTIVE MODE VERIFICATION 

Mailing Address Information: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City State/Province 

Country ii Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Applicant Data may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

Assignee Information including Non-Applicant Assignee Information: 

Providing assignment information in this section does not subsitute for compliance with any requirement of part 3 of Tille 37 of CFR to 
have an assignment recorded by the Office. 

Assignee 1 

Complete this section if assignee information, including non-applicant assignee information, is desired to be included on the patent 
application publication . An assignee-applicant identified in the "Applicant Information" section will appear on the patent application 
publication as an applicant. For an assignee-applicant, complete this section only if identification as an assignee is also desired on the 
patent application publication. 

I Remove I 

If the Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee is an Organization check here. □ 

Prefix Given Name Middle Name Family Name Suffix 

Mailing Address Information For Assignee including Non-Applicant Assignee: 

Address 1 

Address 2 

City I State/Province 

Country i I Postal Code 

Phone Number Fax Number 

Email Address 

Additional Assignee or Non-Applicant Assignee Data may be generated within this form by 
selecting the Add button. I Add I 
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Approved for use through 01/31/2014. 0MB 0651-0032 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it contains a valid 0MB control number. 

Attorney Docket Number 1328-002 
Application Data Sheet 37 CFR 1.76 

Application Number 

Title of Invention MOBILE DEVICE INACTIVE MODE AND INACTIVE MODE VERIFICATION 

Signature: Remove 

NOTE: This form must be signed in accordance with 37 CFR 1.33. See 37 CFR 1.4 for signature requirements and 

certifications 

Signature /Patrick D. Richards/ Date (YYYY-MM-DD) 2014-02-09 

First Name Patrick I Last Name I Richards Registration Number 48905 

Additional Signature may be generated within this form by selecting the Add button. I Add I 

This collection of information is required by 37 CFR 1.76. The information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which 
is to file (and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confidentiality is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This 
collection is estimated to take 23 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application data 
sheet form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the amount of time you require to 
complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Commerce, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR 
COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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Privacy Act Statement 

The Privacy Act of 1974 (P .L. 93-579) requires that you be given certain information in connection with your submission of the attached form related to 

a patent application or patent. Accordingly, pursuant to the requirements of the Act, please be advised that: (1) the general authority for the collection 

of this information is 35 U.S.C. 2(b)(2); (2) furnishing of the information solicited is voluntary; and (3) the principal purpose for which the information is 

used by the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is to process and/or examine your submission related to a patent application or patent. If you do not 

furnish the requested information, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office may not be able to process and/or examine your submission, which may 

result in termination of proceedings or abandonment of the application or expiration of the patent. 

The information provided by you in this form will be subject to the following routine uses: 

1. The information on this form will be treated confidentially to the extent allowed under the Freedom of Information Act (5 U.S.C. 552) 

and the Privacy Act (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records from this system of records may be disclosed to the Department of Justice to determine 

whether the Freedom of Information Act requires disclosure of these records. 

2. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, in the course of presenting evidence to a court, magistrate, or 

administrative tribunal, including disclosures to opposing counsel in the course of settlement negotiations.

3. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Member of Congress submitting a request involving an

individual, to whom the record pertains, when the individual has requested assistance from the Member with respect to the subject matter of 

the record. 

4. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a contractor of the Agency having need for the information in 

order to perform a contract. Recipients of information shall be required to comply with the requirements of the Privacy Act of 1974, as 

amended, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(m). 

5. A record related to an International Application filed under the Patent Cooperation Treaty in this system of records may be disclosed, 

as a routine use, to the International Bureau of the World Intellectual Property Organization, pursuant to the Patent Cooperation Treaty. 

6. A record in this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to another federal agency for purposes of National Security 

review (35 U.S.C. 181) and for review pursuant to the Atomic Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 218(c)). 

7. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the Administrator, General Services, or his/her designee, 

during an inspection of records conducted by GSA as part of that agency's responsibility to recommend improvements in records 

management practices and programs, under authority of 44 U.S.C. 2904 and 2906. Such disclosure shall be made in accordance with the

GSA regulations governing inspection of records for this purpose, and any other relevant (i.e., GSA or Commerce) directive. Such

disclosure shall not be used to make determinations about individuals. 

8. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to the public after either publication of the application pursuan 

to 35 U.S.C. 122(b) or issuance of a patent pursuant to 35 U.S.C. 151. Further, a record may be disclosed, subject to the limitations of 37

CFR 1.14, as a routine use, to the public if the record was filed in an application which became abandoned or in which the proceedings were 

terminated and which application is referenced by either a published application, an application open to public inspections or an issued 

patent. 

9. A record from this system of records may be disclosed, as a routine use, to a Federal, State, or local law enforcement agency, if the

USPTO becomes aware of a violation or potential violation of law or regulation. 

EFS Web 2.2.11 

117


	88360_14176107_04-27-2016_Abandonment
	88360_14176107_03-15-2016_Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	88360_14176107_03-15-2016_Electronic Filing System Acknowledgment Receipt
	88360_14176107_09-15-2015_Final Rejection
	88360_14176107_09-15-2015_Examiner initiated interview summary (PTOL-413B)
	88360_14176107_09-15-2015_List of references cited by examiner
	88360_14176107_09-15-2015_Index of Claims
	88360_14176107_08-14-2015_Amendment/Request for Reconsideration-After Non-Final Rejection
	88360_14176107_08-14-2015_Claims
	88360_14176107_08-14-2015_Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	88360_14176107_08-14-2015_Electronic Filing System Acknowledgment Receipt
	88360_14176107_08-14-2015_Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_Non-Final Rejection
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_Examiner initiated interview summary (PTOL-413B)
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_List of references cited by examiner
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_Bibliographic Data Sheet
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_Index of Claims
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_Search information including classification, databases and other search related notes
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_List of References cited by applicant and considered by examiner
	88360_14176107_05-14-2015_Examiner's search strategy and results
	88360_14176107_01-07-2015_Preliminary Amendment
	88360_14176107_01-07-2015_Claims
	88360_14176107_01-07-2015_Applicant Arguments/Remarks Made in an Amendment
	88360_14176107_01-07-2015_Electronic Filing System Acknowledgment Receipt
	88360_14176107_01-07-2015_Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	88360_14176107_12-18-2014_Notice of Publication
	88360_14176107_10-23-2014_Information Disclosure Statement (IDS) Form (SB08)
	88360_14176107_10-23-2014_Electronic Filing System Acknowledgment Receipt
	88360_14176107_02-28-2014_Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	88360_14176107_02-28-2014_Filing Receipt
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Transmittal of New Application
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Specification
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Claims
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Abstract
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Certification of Micro Entity (Gross Income Basis)
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Oath or Declaration filed
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Drawings-only black and white line drawings
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Fee Worksheet (SB06)
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Electronic Filing System Acknowledgment Receipt
	88360_14176107_02-09-2014_Application Data Sheet



