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Application/Control Number: 16/552,927 
Art Unit: 2632 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103 which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent for a claimed invention may not be obtained, notwithstanding that the claimed 
invention is not identically disclosed as set forth in section 102, if the differences between 
the claimed invention and the prior art are such that the claimed invention as a whole 
would have been obvious before the effective filing date of the claimed invention to a 
person having ordinary skill in the art to which the claimed invention pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negated by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Page 3 

5. Claims 1 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 as being unpatentable over 

Kolze (US 2013/0223506), in view of Thirumoorthy (US 2010/0232493). 

As to claim 1, Kolze discloses a method that comprises, in a transceiver (see 

paragraph 0042): selecting one of multiple pre-equalizer settings to specify initial pre­

equalizer coefficient values (see paragraphs 0075, 0077, and Fig. 13, blocks 1310 and 

1320); updating the initial pre-equalizer coefficient values during a training phase (see 

paragraph 0079 and Fig. 13, blocks 1330, 1340, and 1350, wherein the channel 

monitoring phase associated with blocks 1330 and 1340 is interpreted as a training 

phase); and using the updated pre-equalizer coefficient values to convey a transmit 

data stream (see Fig. 12, blocks 1230 and 1240 and paragraph 0076). Kolze discloses 

all the subject matters claimed in claim 1, except that the coefficients are stored in 

registers. Thirumoorthy, in the same field of endeavor, discloses a transceiver in a 

communication system comprising an equalizer that includes an n-tap FIR filter having n 

coefficients (see Fig. 2, block 218 and paragraphs 0035-0036, 0054, 0062, and 0088), 

where the coefficients of the equalizer are stored in coefficient registers that are 

accessible by the equalizer (see paragraphs 0036, 0054, 0062, and 0088). It would 

have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art before the effective filing date of the 

invention was made to modify the teachings of Kolze as suggested by Thirumoorthy and 
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