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amnesty * amusement

granting a pardon to a group of individu-
als — amnesty vb

am-nlo«cente:sis \,am-né-o-sen-"té-sas\
n, pl -te.ses \-5&8z\ : the surgical inser-
tion of a hollow needle through the ab-
dominal wall and uterus of a pregnant fe-
male esp. to obtain fluid used to check
the fetus for chromosomal abnormality
and to determine sex

am-hi-ot.ic fluid \,am-né-'a-tik-\ » : the
watery fluid in which the embryo or fetus
is immersed

amoe-ba also ame-ba \o-'mé-ba\ n, pl
-bas or -bae \-(,)bé\ : any of various tiny
one-celled protozoans that lack perma-
nent cell organs and occur esp. in water
and soil — amoe-bic \-bik\ adf
amoe-boid also ame.boid \-boid\ adf
: tesembling an amoeba esp. in moving or
readily changing shape

amok \a-'mak, -*miilk} or amuck \-'mak\
adv : in a violent, frenzied, or uncon-
trolled manner {run ~

among \a>-'man\, alse amongst \~"manst\
prep 1 :inor through the midstol 2:in
the number, class, or company of 3 : in
shares to each of 4 : by common
action of

amon-til.la.do \o-,min-to-*1a-do\ », p!
-dos [Sp] : a medium dry sherry

amor-al \a-'mér-aly adf 1 : neither moral
nor immoral; esp : being outside the
sphere to which moral judgments appl
2 : lacking moral sensibility — amor-al-
ly adv

am-o-fous \'a-ma-rask ad/ 1 :inclined to
love 2:beinginlove 3 :of orindicative
of love — am-.o-rous:ly adv — am-o-
rous-ness n

amor-phous o-"'mor-fas\ adi 1 : SHAPH-
LESS, FORMLESS 2 : not orystallized

ame-orstize \'a-mar-tiz, a~*'mar-\ vb -tized;
-tiz-ing : to extinguish (as a morigage)
usu. by piayment on the principal at the
time of each periodic interest payment —
amor-ti-za-tion \,a-mor-ta-'za-shan, o-
mor-\ #

Amos \'a-mas\ — see BIBLE table

lamount \o-'maunt\ v» 1 : to be equiva-
lent 2 :to reach a total : add up

2amount n 1 : the total number or quan-
tity 2 : a principal sum plus the interest
on it

amour \s-'mur, i-, a-\n 1 : a love affair
esp. when illicit 2 : LOVER

amour pro.pre \a-,mur-'propr®,
-‘propr®\ n [F] : SELF-ESTEEM

lTamp Vamp\ a1 : AMPERE 2 : AMPLIFI-
ER; alse ¢ a unit consisting of an ele¢ctron-
ic amplifier and a loudspeaker

2amp vb : EXCITE, ENERGIZE {tried to ~
up the crowd)

am.per-age \'am-p{a-)rij\ » : the strength
of a current of electricity expressed in
amperes

amspere \'am-pir\ » : a unit of electric
current equivalent to a steady current
produced by one volt applied across a re-
sistance of one ohm

am«par-sand \"am-par-sand\ n [alter. of
and por se and, spoken {orm of the phrase
& per se and, lit., (the character) & by it-

Iﬁ' v

24

seif (stands for the word) and] : a charac-
ter & used for the word and

am-phet-amine \am-'fe-t3-,mén, -man\ »n
: a compound or one of its derlvatives
that stimulates the central nervous sys-
tem and is used esp. to treat hyperactive
children and to suppress appetite

am-phibsi.an \am-'fi-bé-an\ » 1:anam-
phibicus organism; exp : any of a class of
vertebrate animals (as frogs and salaman-
ders) intermediate between fishes and
reptiles 2 : an airplane that can land on
and take off from either land or water

am:phib:j-ous \am-"fi-bé-as\ adf [Gk am-
phibios, i, living a double life, fr. amphi-
+ biog mode of life] 1 : able to live both
on land and in water 2 : adapted for
both land and water 3 : made by joint
action of land, sea, and air forces invad-
ing from the sea; alse : trained for such
action

am-phi-bole \'am-fa-;b6l\ n : any of a
group of rock-forming minerals of similar
crystal structure

am.phi.the.ater \'am-fa-;thé-a-tar\ n 1
: an oval or circular structure with rising
ticrs of seats around an arena 2 : a very
large auditorium

am-pho:ra \'am-fo-ro\ », p/ -rae \-q¢\ or
-ras : an ancient Greek jar or vase with
two handles that rise almost to the level
of the mouth

am-ple \'am-pal\ adf amspler \-plor\: am-
plest \-plast\ 1 : LARGE, CAPACIOUS 2
: enough to satisly : ABUNDANT — am-
ply \-pl&\ adv

am-pll-ly Vam-pla<fi\ vb -fied; -fy.ing 1
+to expand by extended treatment 2 : to
increase in magnitude or strength; esp : to
make louder — am.pli-flsxca-tion \;am-
pla-fa-'kfi-shon\ n — am:pll.fi.er \'am-
pla-fi(-a)r\ n

am.pli-lude \-tiid, - tyiid\ n 1 : ample
extent : FULLNESS 2 : the extent of a vi-
bratory movement (as of a pendulum) 3
: the height or depth of an oscillation (as
of an altermating current or a radio wave)
compared to its average value

amplitude modulation » : modulation of
the amplitude of a radio carrier wave in
accordance with the strength of the sig-
nal; alse : a broadcasting system using
such modulation

am.poule or am-pule alse am.pul \'am-
pyiil, splil\ # 2 a small sealed bulbous
glass vessel used to hold a solutipn for hy-
podermic injection

am-pu.tate \'am-pya-tat\ vb -tat.ed; -tat-
Ing : to cut off {~ a leg) — am-pusta-
tion \;am-pya-'ta-shan\ n

am-pu-tee \,am-pya-'t&\ 7 : one who has
had a limb amputated

AMSLAN abbr American Sign Language

amt abbr amount

amuck var of AMOK

am-u.let \'am-ya-lat\ » ; an ornament
worn as a charm against evil

amuse \o-'myiiz\ v& amused; amus.ing
: to entertain in & light or playful manner
: DIVERT — amuse.ment n — amusing
adji — amus-ing.ly adv





