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evision 2 Association of Class­ 
erritory 
• standardized achievement test 
ssion , 
'on] (14c) : a hunter turned into 
· having seen Artemis bathing 

ticotropic hormone] (1944) : a 
f the pituitary gland that stimu­ 
rdrenocorticotropic hormone 
l) : a cellular protein found esp. 
\ myofibrils) and active in mus­ 
and maintenance of cell shape 
[NL, ray, fr. Gk aktin-, aktino-, 

· morning twilight, L noct-, nox 
a radiate form (actinolite> 2 
eter) 
actice of representing a cn~rac- 

rary rank or position : perform- 
2 a : suitable for stage perfor­ 

.th directions for· actors (an ~ 

fr. Gk' aktin-, aktis] (1869) : SEA 

lating to, resulting from, or ex­ 
' radiant energy esp. in the visi­ 
,m <~ light) <~ keratosls) - 

: any of the series of elements 
egins with actinium or thorium 
)DIC TABLE table 
) : a radioactive trivalent metal- 
1 chemical properties and that is 
,NT table 
, bright green or grayish-green 
is a· silicate of calcium, magne­ 
Iiate, or columnar forms 
J833) : any of various instru­ 
incident radiation; esp : one in 
isured by the speed of a photo­ 
ic \-no-'me-trik\ adj - ac-tl- 

k, -to-no-; ak-,ti-n6-\ adj [[SY] 
! capable of division by any lon­ 
rical halves (an ~ tulip flower) 
:e, ak-tti-no-', n 
-to-no-; ak-jti-no-v n, pl actino­ 
k myket-, mykes fungus; akin to 
882) : any of a genus (Actinomy­ 
erla that includes usu. commen­ 
ihabiting mucosal surfaces esp. 
tebrates 
1 [ultim. fr. Gk aktin-, aktis + 
r (Actinomycetales) of filamen­ 
nomyces and streptomyces) . 
ny of various red or yellow-red 
.olated from soil bacteria (esp. 
, used to inhibit DNA or R:NA 

,] (1881) : infection with or dis­ 
hronic disease of cattle, swine, 
mulomatous masses usu. in the 
\-'kii-tik\ adj 
F accion, fr. L action-, actio, fr. 
I : the initiating of a proceeding 
.nds or enforces one's right; also 
: about of an alteration by force 
anner or method of performing: 
or expression by means of atti­ 
,f movement of the feet and legs 
dy or one of its parts .4 : an act 
the accomplishment of a thing 
with the possibility of repetition 
lous ~s> d : INITIATIVE, EN­ 
engagement between troops or 
1 ~ > b (I) : an event or series 
ion (2) : the unfolding of the 
'LOT (3) : the movement of in­ 
>f circumstances that constitute 
pture 7 ~ : an operating mech­ 
;hanism or instrument operates 
/olume of a commodity, securi­ 
g including the offering and ac­ 
. a winner c : financial gain or 
ice of the~> 9 : sexual activ­ 
' or exciting activity in a partic­ 
vhere the ~ is) 
>I) 1 : subject to or affording 
: capable of being acted on < ~ 
Iv 
drn dominated by a high degree 

figure (as of,a superhero) used 

I) : marked by inaciion : IMM~­ 

oressionism marked esp, by the 
ibling, splattering, or smearing) 

y reversal in electrical potential 
ron or muscle fiber) that occurs 
nulus 

activate • ADA 13 
ac-ti•vate \'~k-t~-,vat\ vb -vat-ad; -vat-lnq vt (1626) : to make active 
or more active: as a (I) : to make (as molecules) reactive or more re­ 
active (2) : to convert (as a provitamin) into a biologically active de­ 
rivative_ b : to make (a substance) radioactive c : to treat (as carbon 
or alumma) so as to improve adsorptive properties d (1) : to set up or 
formally institute (as a military unit) with the necessary personnel and 
equipment _(2): to put {an individual or unit) on active duty~ vi: to 
become active - ac-tl-va-tlon \,ak-ta-'va-shan\ n - ac-tl-va-tor 
\'ak-ta-,va-tar\ n 

activated carbon n (1921) : a highly adsorbent powdered or granular 
carbon made usu. by carbonization and chemical activation and used 
chiefly for purifying by adsorption - called also activated charcoal 
activation analysis n (1949) : NEUTRON ACTIVATION ANALYSIS 
activation energy n (1924) : the minimum amount of energy required 
to convert a normal stable molecule into a reactive molecule , 1 

ac-tlve \'ak-tiv\ ad) [ME, fr. AF or L; AF actif, fr. L activus, fr. actus, 
pp. of agere to dnve, do - more at AGENT] (14c) 1 : characterized by 
action rather !~an by_ contemplation or speculation (an ~ life) 2 
: producing ?r mvolvmg action or fl!-Ovement 3 a of a verb form or 
voice : asserting that the person or thmg represented by the grammati­ 
cal subject performs the action represented by the verb (hits in "he hits 
the ball" is~> b : expressing action as distinct from mere existence 
or state 4 _: quick in physical movement : LIVELY 5 : marked by vig­ 
orous activity : BUSY (the stock market was ~> 6 : requiring vigor­ 
ous action or exertion (,_, sports) 7 : having practical operation or 
results : EFFECTIVE (an ~ law) 8 a : disposed to action : ENERGETIC 
(took an ~ interest) b : engaged in an action or activity (an~ club 
member) C of a volcano : currently erupting or likely to erupt - 
compare DORMANT 2a, EXTINCT I b d : characterized by emission of 
large amounts of electromagnetic energy (an ~ galactic nucleus) . 9 
: engaged in full-time service esp. in the armed forces<~ duty) 10 
: marked by present operation, transaction, movement, or use (an ,_, 
account) 11 a : c~pable of acting or reacting : reacting readily o-s- ni­ 
tr?gen) <~ ingredients). b : tendmg to progress or to cause degener­ 
atton <'":"' tuberculosis) c of an electronic circuit element : capable of 
controlhng voltages or currents d (I) : requiring the expenditure of 

• energy <~ calcium ion uptake) (2) : functioning by the emission of 
radiant energy or sound (radar is an ~ sensor) 12 : still eligible to 
wm the pot m poker 13 :.moving down the line: visiting in the set - 
used of couples in contredanses or square dances - active n - ac- 
tive-Iy adv - ae-tive-ness n , 
active immunity n (1895) : usu. long-lasting immunity that is acq~ired 
through production of antibodies within the organism in response to 
the _Presence of antigens - compare PASSIVE IMMUNITY 

ac-t1ve-ma-trlx \'ak-tiv-,ma-triks\ adj (1980) : of, relating to or being 
an_ LCD in which each pixel is individually controlled ' 

actIv~ site n ~1957) : a region '?n the surface of an enzyme whose shape 
permits bmdmg only of a specific molecular substrate that then under­ 
goes catalysis 

active transport n (1922): the_movement of a chemical substance by 
the expenditure of energy agamst a gradient in concentration or in 
electrical potential across a plasma membrane 
ac-tive0wear \'ak-tiv-,wer\ n (1924) : SPORTSWEAR 
ac-tlv0lsm \'~k-ti-,vi-zan:i\ n (1915): a doctrine or practice that empha­ 
sizes direct vigorous action esp. in support of or opposition to one side 
of a controversial issue - ac0tiv0ist \-vis!\ n or adj - ac•tlv•is-tic 
\,ak-ti;'vis-tik\qdj _ _ ,,,. ,. 

a_c0tlv0I'.ty \ak- tt-_va-te\ n, pl -ties (1530) 1 : the quality or state of be­ 
mg active 2 : vigorous or energetic action : LIVELINESS 3 : natural 
or n?rmal functi~n.: as ~ : a process (as digestion) that an organism 
carnes on or parttc1pates m by virtue of being alive b : a similar pro­ 
ces~ actually or potentially involving mental function; specif: an edu­ 
cattonal proced~re designed to stimulate learning by firsthand experi-' 
ence 4 : an active force 5 a : a pursuit in which a person is active b 
: a form of organized, supervised, often extracurricular recreation 6 
: an organizational unit for performing a specific function· also · its 
fu~oom~~ , ' · 
act of God (1635) : an extraordinary interruption by a natural cause 
(as a flood or earthquake) of the usual course of events that experi­ 
ence, prescience, or care cannot reasonably foresee or prevent 
ac•to•ml/•O•Sln \,ak-ta-'mi-a-san\ n [ISV actin + -o- + myosin] (1942) : a 
contracttle complex of actin and myosin that together with ATP is ac- 
tive during muscular contraction ' 1 

ac-tor \'ak-tar also -,tor\ n (15c) 1 : one that acts : DOER · 2 a : one 
who represents a character in a dramatic production b : a theatrical 
performer c : one who behaves as if acting a part 3 : one that takes 
part in any affair - ac-tor0ish \-ta-rish\ adj - ac-tor•IY \-tar-le\ adj 
act out vt (1611) 1 a : to represent in action (children act out what 
t~ey read) b : to translate into action (unwilling to act out their be­ 
hefs) 2 : to express (as an impulse or a fantasy) directly in overt be­ 
havior without modification to comply with social norms,.._ vi : to be­ 
have badly or in a socially unacceptable often self-defeating manner 
esp. as a means of venting painful emotions (as fear or frustration) 
ac-tress \'ak-tras\ n (1608) : a woman who is an actor - ac•tressy 
\-tra-se\ adj 
Acts \'akts\ 11 pl but sing in constr (1539) : a book in the Ne,~ Testament 
narrating, the beginnings of the Christian church - called also Acts of 
the Apostles; see BIBLE table 
ac•tU•~l \'ak-ch(a-w)al, -sh(a-w)al; -chii-~I. -shii-\ adj [ME actuel, fr. LL 
actuahs, fr. L actus act] (14c) 1 obs : ACTIVE 2 a : existing in act and 
not n:ierely potentially b : existing in fact or reality <~ and imagined 
cond1t10ns) C.: not false or apparent <~ costs) 3 : existing or oc­ 
curring at the time (caught1in the,_, commission of a crime) 

actual cash value 11 (ca. 1946) : money equal to the cost ,of replacing 
lost, stol!'n, or damaged property after depreciation , , 

a_c0tu0al0I°ty \,ak-cha-'wa-1~-te, ,ak-sha-\ n, pf -ties (1618) 1 : the qual- 
ity or sta\e of being a~tual 2 : something that is actual : FACT, REALI­ 
T~ (poss1l_>le nsks ,yh,ch have been seized upon as· actualities -T. S. 
Ehot) - in actuality : in actual fact 

a_c•tu-al0ize \'ak-ch(a-w)a-,liz, -sh(~-w)a-,liz\ vb -ized; -iz-ing w (l701) 
. _ to make actual : REALIZE ~ v, : to become actual - ac-fu•al•l•za­ 
tIon \,ak-ch(a-w)a-la-'za-shan, -sh(a-w)a-la-\ n 
ac:tu-al•IY _\'ak-ch(a-w)a-le, -sh(a-w)a-le; 'aksh-le, 'aks-\ adv (15c) 1 
: m act or m fact : REALLY (nominally but not~ independent -Karl 

, Loewenstein) (won't ~ arrive for an hour) 2 : in ,point of fact - 
used to s_uggest something unexpected (he could ~ read the Greek) 
ac0tu0ar-I°al \,ak-cha-'wer-e-al, -sha-\ adj (1869) 1 : of or relating to 
actuaries 2 : relating to statistical calculation esp. of life expectancy 
- ac0tu•ar0l0al0Iy \-e-a-le\ adv 
ac•tu-ary \'ak-cha-,wer-e, -sha-, -,we-re-\ n, pl -ar•les IL actuarius 
shorthand writer, alter. of actarius, fr. actum record - more at ACT] 
(1553) 1 obs : CLERK, REGISTRAR 2 : a person who calculates insur­ 
ance and annuity premiums, reserves, and dividends 
ac-tu-ate \'ak-cha-,wat, -sha-\ vt -at-ed; -at-ing [ML actuatus, pp. of 
actuare to execute, fr. L actus act] (1645) 1 : to put into mechanical 
action or motion 2 : to move to action syn see MOVE - ac•tU•a­ 
tion \,ak-cha-'wa-shan, -sha-\ n 
ac0tu0a0tor \'ak-cha-,wa-tar, -sha-\ n (1808) : one that actuates· specif 
: a mechanical device for moving or controlling something ' 

act up vi (1903) 1 : to act in a way different from that which is normal 
or expected: as a : to behave in an unruly, recalcitrant or capricious 
manner (the children were acting up) b : SHOW OFF c : to function 
improperly (this typewriter is acting up again) 2 : to become active or 
acute after being quiescent (her rheumatism started to act up) 
ACT UP abbr AIDS Coalition to Unleash Power 
acu•ity \?·'kyii-a-te, a-\ n, pl -lties [ME acuite acridity, fr. MF acuite, fr. 
ML acullat-, acwtas, fr. L acuere] (1543) : keenness of perception 

acu0le0ate \a-'kyii-le-at\ adj [L aculeatus having stings, fr. acu/eus sting, 
fr. acus] (1875) : relating to or being hymenopterans (as bees ants and 
many wasps) of a division (Aculeata) typically having the ~vipo'sitor 
modified into a stinger 
acu•men \a~1kyil-man, 'a-kya-man\ n [L acumin-, acumen, lit., point, fr. 
a~uere] _(ca .. 1579) : keenne~s and depth of perception, discernment, or 
d1scr11!1mahon esp. m practical matters syn see DISCERNMENT 

acu0mI°nate \a-'kyii-ma-nat\ adj (1646) : tapering to a slender point 
aCU•Pres•Sure. \'a-kya-,pre-shar, '.a-ka-\ n (1958) : the application of 
pnpssure (as W(!h the th1:1mbs or fmgertips) to the same discrete points 
on the body stimulated m acupuncture that is used for its therapeutic 
effects (as the relief of tension or pain) - compare SHIATSU 
acu:punc•tur~ \-,pa9(k)-char\ n IL acus + E puncture] (1684) : an orig. 
Chmese practice of msertmg fine needles through the skin at specific 
pom\s esp. to cure disease_ or relieve pain ~as in surgery) - acupunc­ 
ture vt ~ acu0punc-tur0tst \-,pao(k)-cha-rist\ n 
acute \a-'kyiit\ adj acut0er; acut0est [ME, fr. L acutus, pp. of acuere 
to sharpen, fr. acu~ needle; akin to Lacer sharp - more at EDGE] (14c) 
1 a (I) : charactenzed by sharpness or severity<~ pain) (2) : having 
a sudden onset, sh~\p nse, and short course <~ disease) (3) : being, 
prov1dmg, or requmng short-term medical care (as for serious illness 
~r traumatic injury) <~ hospitals) (an~ patient) b : lasting a short 
ttme .<~ expenments) 2 : ending in a sharp point: as a : being or 
formmg an angle measuring less than 90 degrees (an ~ angle) b 
·: composed of acute angles (an ~ triangle) 3 a of an accent mark 
': h~ving the form' b : marked with an acute accent c : of the variety 
md1cated by an acute accent 4 a: marked'by keen discernment or in­ 
tellectual perc_epti~n esp. ~f subtle d\stin~tions (an ~'thinker) b : re­ 
sp?ns1ve to shght 1mpr~ss10ns or sltm';'h <~ hearing) 5 : felt, per­ 
ceive~, or experienced mtensely < ~ distress) 6 : demanding urgent 
attent10n (an ~ emergency) - acute•IY adv - acute-ness n 
syn ACUTE, CRITICAL, CRUCIAL mean of uncertain outcome. ACUTE 
stresses intensification of conditions leading to a culmination or 
breaking point (an acute housing shortage), CRITICAL adds to ACUTE 
h_npJicati?ns of imminent change, of attendant suspense, and of dCci­ 
s1veness m the 01:11~0.me (the war has entered a critical phase). CRU­ 
CIAL sugge~ts a. d1v1dmg of the ways and often a test or trial involving 
the determmat1?n of a future course or direction (a crucial vote). 
syn see m add1t1on SHARP • 

ACV apbr 1 actual cash value 2 air-cushion vehicle 
a_CY•Cllc \(,)a-'si-klik, -'si-\ adi_ (1853) : not cyclic: as a : not disposed 
m whorls or cycles b : havmg an open-chain structure : ALIPHATIC 
(an ~ compound) 

acy•clo-vir \(,)a-'si-klo-,vir\ n ['a- + eye/- + virus] (1979) : a cyclic syn­ 
thetic nucleoside CsH11NsO3 used esp. to treat the symptoms of chick­ 
en poi<, shingles, and the genital form of herpes simplex 
ac-yl \'a-sal\ n, often. attrib [ISV, fr. acid] (1899) : a radical RCO- de­ 
nved usu. from an ·organic acid by removal of the hydroxyl from all 
,acid groups - often used in combination 
a_C•Yl:ate \'a-sa-,lat\ v( -at-ed; -at0lng (1903) : to introduce ah acyl rad- 

1 1cal
1 
mto - a<?•Yl•a4Ion \,a-sa-'Ia-shan\ n 

,ad\ ad\ n, often attnb (1841) 1 : ADVERTISEMENT 2 2 : ADVERTISING 
ad n (ca. 1928) : ADVANTAGE 4 ' ' ' ., 
AD abbr 1 active duty 2 after date 3 Alzheimer's disease 4 anno 
Domini .L often prihted in small capitals and often punctuated 5 as­ 
sembly district 6 assistant director 7 athletic director 
AID abbr analog/digital 
ad- or ac- or at- or ag- or al- or ap- or as- or at- prefix [ME, fr. AF & L; 
AF, fr. L, fr. ad - more at AT] 1 : to : toward - usu. ac- before c, k, 
or q (ac~ulturation) and tif- before f (<iff]uent) and ag- before g 
(aggradalton) and al- before I (aniteration) and ap- before p (appor­ 
tion) and as- before s (assuasive) and at- before t (attune> and ad- be­ 
fore other sounds but so111etimes ad- even before one of the listed con­ 
sonants (adsorb) 2 : near : adjacent to - in this sense always in the 

1 form ad- (adrenal) 
2ad adv suf[",x [Lad] : in the direction of-: toward (cephalad) 
-ad n suff,x _[prob. fr. NL -ad-, -as, fr. Gk, suffix denoting descent from 
or connectton with] : member of a botanical group (bromeliad) 
Ada \'a-da\ n [fr. Ada, a trademark, fr. Augusta Ada Byron Lady Love­ 
lace t1852 Eng. mathematician] (1979) ': a structured co~puter pro­ 
gramming language 
ADA abbr 1 American Dental Association' 2 Americans for Demo­ 
cratic Action 3 average daily attendance 4 Americans with Disabili- 
ties Act 5 assistant district attorney · 

\a\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace, \ii\ mop, mar 
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \j\ job 
\o\ sing \6\ go \o\ law \oi\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \it\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", re, u,, l'\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



120 bifurcation • bilateral 
bl-tur-ca-tlon \,bH,)far-'ka-shan\ n (1615) 1 a : the point at which bi­ 
furcating occurs b : BRANCH 2 : the act of bifurcating : the state of 
being bifurcated 

1big \'big\ ad) blg,ger; big,gest [ME, perh. of Scand ·origin; akin to 
Norw dial. bugge important man] (14c) 1 a obs : of great strength b 
: of great force (a ~ storm) 2 a : large or great in dimensions, bulk, 
or extent (a ,_, house); also : large or great in quantity, number, or 
amount (a ,._, fleet) b : operating on a large scale <,_, government) 
c : CAPITAL 1 3 a : PREGNANT; esp : nearly ready to give birth b 
: full to bursting : SWELLING <~ with rage) c of the voice : full and 
resonant 4 a : CHIEF, PREEMINENT (the~ issue of the campaign) b 
: outstandingly worthy or able (a truly ~ man) c : of great impor­ 
tance or significance (the ,_, moment) d : IMPOSING, PRETENTIOUS; 
also : marked by or given to boasting <~ talk) e : MAGNANIMOUS, 
GENEROUS <was ~ about it) 5 : POPULAR <soft drinks are very ~ in 
Mexico -Russ Leadabrand) 6 : full-bodied and flavorful - used of 
wine - big,ly adv - big,ness n - big on : strongly favoring or lik­ 
ing; also : noted for (she is big 011 blushing -Arnold Hano) 

2big adv (1556) 1 : in a loud or declamatory manner; also : in a boast­ 
ing manner (talk~> 2 a : to a large amount or extent (won~> b 
: on a large scale (think~> 3: HARD (hits her forehand~> 3big 11 (1833) : an individual or organization of outstanding importance 
or power; esp : MAJOR LEAGUE - usu. used in pl. (playing in the ~s) 
big,a,mous \'bi-ga-mas\ adj (1671) 1 : guilty of bigamy (a ~ man) 
2 : involving bigamy (a~ marriage) - blq-a-rnous-Iv adv 
big,a,my \'bi-ga-me\ 11 [ME bigamie, fr. ML bigamia, fr. L bi- + LL 
-gamia -gamy] (14c) : the act of entering into a marriage with one per­ 
son while still legally married to another - blq-a-rnlat \-mist\ n 
bl-qa-rade \,be-gii-'riid\ n IF, fr. Occitan bigarrado, fr. bigarra to.varie­ 
gate] (1658) 1 : SOUR ORANGE 2 : a brown sauce flavored with the 
juice and grated rind of oranges 
big band 11 (1917) : a band that is larger than a combo and that usu. 
features a mixture of ensemble playing and solo improvisation typical 
of jazz or swing 
big bang n (1950) : the cosmic explosion that marked the beginning of 
the universe according to the big bang theory - compare BIG CRUNCH 
big bang theory n (1955) : a theory in astronomy: the universe origi- 
nated billions of years ago in an explosion from a single point of nearly 
infinite energy density - compare STEADY STATE THEORY 
big beat 11, often cap both Bs (1957) : music (as rock) characterized by a 
heavy persistent beat 
Big Ben \-'ben\ n [Sir Benjamin Hall tI867 Eng. Chief Commissioner of 
Works] (1859) 1 : a large bell in the clock tower of the Houses of Par­ 
liament in London 2 : the tower that houses Big Ben; also : the clock 
in the tower 
big bluestem n (1887) : BLUESTEM I 
big-box \'big-,biiks\ adj (1990) : of, relating to, or being a large chain 
store having a boxlike structure - big box n 
big boy 11 (1916) : BIG GUN - usu. used in pl. 
big brother n (I 809) 1 : an older brother 2 : a man who serves as a 
companion, father figure, and role model for a boy 3 cap both Bs [Big 
Brother, personification of the power of the state in 1984 (1949) by 
George Orwell] a : the leader of an authoritarian state or movement 
b : an all-powerful government or organization monitoring and direct­ 
ing people's actions 
Big Broth-er-Ism \-'bra-thar-,i-zam\ n (1950) : authoritarian attempts 
at complete control (as of a person or a nation) 
big brown bat n (1898) : an insectivorous medium-sized bat (Eptesicus 
fuscus) having brownish fur that is found from southern Canada to 
northern South America and that often roosts in buildings 
big buck n (1941) : a large sum of money - usu. used in pl. (signed a 
contract for big bucks) 
big business 11 (1905) 1 : an economic group consisting of large 
profit-making corporations esp. with regard to their influence on social 
or political policy 2 : a very profitable enterprise 
big C n, often cap B (1964) : CANCER 2 
big cheese n (1912) : BOSS, BIG GUN 
big crunch n, often cap B&C (1977) : a hypothetical cosmological event 
in which all matter in the universe collapses to a singularity and which 
is posited to be a possible fate of the universe if the density of matter in 
it is sufficiently high - compare BIG BANG , 
big daddy n, often cap B&D (1881) : one preeminent esp. by reason of 
power, size, or seniority : one representing paternalistic authority 
big data n (1980) : an accumulation of data that is too large and com­ 
plex for processing by traditional database management tqols 
big deal n (1915) : something of special importance (what's the big 
deal?) - sometimes used ironically as an interjection 
Big Dipper n (1853) : the seven principal stars in the constellation of 
Ursa Major 
bi,gem,i,ny \bl-'je-ma-ne\ n [bigeminal (double, paired), fr. LL bigemi­ 
nus, fr. bi- + geminus twin] (ca. 1923) : the state of having a pulse char­ 
acterized by two beats close together with a pause following each pair 
of beats - bi,gem,i,nal \-ma-n•l\ adj 
bi!J•8Ye \'big-,i\ n (1861) : any of several small widely distributed red­ 
dish to silvery bony fishes (genus Priacanthus of the family Priacanthi­ 
dae) of tropical seas 
bigeye tuna n (1944) : a large-eyed tuna (Thu1111us obesus) that has 
long pectoral fins and often a bluish stripe on the side and is found in 
warm ocean waters worldwide , 
big,foot \'big-,fut\ 11, pl big,feet \-,fet\ or big,foots often cap (1958) 
1 [fr. the size of the footprints ascribed to it] : SASQUATCH 2 : BIG 
IBM ~ 
big game n (1773) 1 : relatively, large animals sought or taken by 
hunting or fishing esp. for sport 2 : an important objective esp. when 
involving risk 
big,ge,ty or big,gi,ty Vbi-go-tev adj [big + -ety (as in persnickety)] 
(f880) 1 Southern & Midland: CONCEITED, VAIN 2 Southern & Mid­ 
land : rudely self-important : IMPUDENT (never acted ~ in court, but 
she would bow her head only so low -Claude Brown) 
blg,gie \'bi-~e\ n (ca. 1926) : one that is big and often important 

1big,gin or bIg,ging \'bi-gan\ n [ME bigging, fr. bigg~n to dwell, fr. ON 
byggja; akin to OE beon to be] (14c) archaic : BUILDING 

2blggin n [MF beguin] (1511) archaic : CAP: a : a child's cap b 
: NIGHTCAP 

big,gish \'bi-gish\ adj (1611) : somewhat big 
big gun n (1830) : one having preeminent status or power in a field 
big flair n (1966) : hair that is styled and teased to occupy an unusually 
large amount of space above and around the head 
big,head \'big-,hed\ 11 (1784) 1 : any of several diseases of animals 
marked by swelling about the head 2 : an exaggerated opinion of 
one's importance - usu. used with the - big,head,ed \-'he-dad\ adj 
blg,heart,ed \-'hiir-tad\ ad) (1846) : GENEROUS, CHARITABLE - big­ 
heart,ed,ly adv - big,heart,ed,ness n 
big,horn sheep \'big-;hi>rn-\ n (1817) : a usu. 
grayish-brown wild sheep (Ovis canadensis) of 
mountainous and desert regions of western 
No. America - called also bighorn 
big house n, often cap B&H (1913) slang 

: PENITENTIARY 
bight \'bll\ n [ME, fr. OE byht bend, bay; akin 
to OE biigan to bend - more at BOW] (!Sc) 1 
: a bend in a coast forming an open bay; also 
: a bay formed by such a bend 2 : a slack 
part or loop in a rope 
big league n (1882) 1 : MAJOR LEAGUE 2 
: BIG TIME 2 - often used in pl. - big­ 
league a,v - big leaguer n 

big lie 11, sometimes cap B&L (1824) : a deliber­ 
ate gross distortion of the truth used esp. as a 
propaganda tactic 
big,mouthed \'big-,mauthd, 'big-,mautht, 
'big-'\ a<ti (1602) 1 : having a large mouth 2 bighorn sheep 
: LOUDMOUTHED 

big name n (1881) : a performer or personage of top rank in popular 
recognition (a big name in the business world) - big-name aqj' ' 
big,no,nia \big-'no-ne-a\ n [NL, genus name, fr. J.P. Bignon tl743 Fr. 
royal librarian] (1785) : a woody evergreen vine (Bignonia capreo/ata 
of the family Bignoniaceae, the bignonia family) of the southern and 
central U.S. that has compound leaves and tubular flowers 
blg,ot \'bi-gat\ n [F, hypocrite, bigot] (1660) : a person obstinately or 
intolerantly devoted to his or her own opinions and prejudices; esp 
: one who regards or treats the members of a group (as a racial or eth­ 
nic group) with hatred and intolerance - big,ot,ed \-ga-tad\ a<ti - 
big,ot,ed,ly adv '' ., 
big,ot,ry \'bi-ga-tre\ n, pl -ries (1632) 1 : the state of mind of a bigot 
2 : acts or beliefs characteristic of a bigot , 
big picture 11, ofte11 cap B&P (1904) : the entire perspective on a situa- 
tion or issue - used with the ' 
big science n, often cap B&S (1914) : large-scale scientific research 
consisting of projects funded usu. by a national government or group 
of governments 
big screen n (1914) : the motion-picture medium often as contrasted 
to television (a story adapted for the big screen) - big-screen a,tj 
big shot \'big-,shiit\ n (1929) : a person of consequence or prominence 
big stick n (1893) : threat esp. of military or political intervention 
big-tick,et \'big-'ti-kat\ a<ti (1945) : having a high price (the car was a 
~item) 1 

1 big-time \'big-,tlm\ a<ti (1910) : relating to or involved in the big time 
<~ sports); also : MAJOR 4 <~ operators) 2bIg-time adv (1957) : in' a major or large-scale way (the new show 
bombed~); also : to a great extent or degree (owes me~> ' ' 

big time \-,Um\ n (1910) 1 : a high-paying vaudeville circuit requiring 
only two performances a day 2 : the top rank of an activity or enter- 
prise - big-tim,er \·,tl-mar\ n · 
big toe n (1699) : the innermost and largest toe of the foot 
big top n (1763) 1 : the main tent of a circus 2 : CIRCUS 2a, b, d 
big tree 11 (1853) : GIANT SEQUOIA 
big wheel n (1942) : BIGWIG, BIG SHOT 
big,wi!I \'big-,wig\ n (1703) : an important person ••I 
Bi,ha,rI \bi-'hiir-e\ n (1878) 1 a : a native or inhabitant of Bihar b : a 
Muslim born in Bihar who emigrated after the partition of India in 
1947; also : a descendant of such· a person 2 : a group of Indo-Aryan 
languages (as Bhojpuri) spoken in Bihar, India, and adjacent areas 
bi,jec,tlon \(,)bl-'jek-shan\ n ['bi- + -jection (as in bijection)] (1956) : a 
mathematical function that is a one-to-one and onto mapping - com­ 
pare INJECTION, SURJECTION - bl,jec,tlve \-'jek-tiv\ a,tj 
bl,jou \'be-,zhii\ n, pl bljous or bl,joux \-,zhii(z)\ [F, fr. Bret bizou 
ring, fr. biz finger] (1668) 1 : a small dainty usu. ornamental piece of 
delicate workmanship : JEWEL 2 : something delicate, elegant, or 
highly prized - bijou a<ti 
bi,jou,te,rie \bi-'zhii-ta-(,)re\ n IF, fr. bijou] (1735) ·: a collection of 
trinkets or ornaments : JEWELS; also : DECORATION • 

1bike \'blk\ n [ME] (14c) 1 chiefly Scot: a nest of wild bees, wasps, or 
hornets 2 chiefly Scot : a crowd or swarm of people 2bike II [by shortening & alter.] (1880) 1 : BICYCLE 2 : MOTORCYCLE 
3 : MOTORBIKE 4 : STATIONARY BICYCLE 

3bike vi biked; bik•ing (1885) : to ride a bike · • 
bik,er \'bl-kar\ 11 (1883) 1 : BICYCLIST 2 : MOTORCYCLIST; esp : one 
who is a member of an organized club or gang · , 
bike,way \'bik-,wa\ n (1895) : a thoroughfare for bicycles 
bik•ie \'bi-ke\ n ['bike+ -ie] (1967) : BIKER 2 . , 
bi,ki,ni \ba-'ke-ne\ n IF, fr. Bikini, atoll of the Marshall Islands] (1947) 
1 a : a woman's scanty two-piece bathing suit b : a man's brief swim­ 
suit 2 : a man's or woman's low-cut briefs - bl,ki,nied also bi•ki­ 
nl'd \-ned\ a<ti 
bikini wax n (1973) : a procedure for removing pubic hair from the 
skin near the edge of the bottom half of a bikini by applying hot wax, 
covering the wax with a cloth to which the wax and hair adhere, and 
then peeling it off quickly 

bll abbr billion 
1 bi,la,bi,al \(,)bi-'la-be-al\ a,v [ISV] (1878) of a consonant : produced 
with both lips 

2bllabial n (1829) : a bilabial consonant 
bi,la,bi,ate \-be-at\ a<ti (1720) : having two lips <a ~ corolla) 
bi,lat,er,al \(,)bi-'la-t(a-)ral\ a<ti (1751) 1 : affecting reciprocally two 
nations or parties (a~ treaty) (a~ trade agreement) 2 : having two 
sides· 3 a : of, relating to, or affecting the right and left sides of the 
body or the right and left members of paired organs <~ nephrecto- 
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-ork done in the field (as by stucte 
mowledge through firsthand obse~•) 
pological or sociological data throu j; 
n of subjects in the field - fie)~, 

· akin to OHGfiant enemy, Sktp/y . 
I : DEVIL I b : DEMON C : a Pers at, 
ness 2 : a person extremely devoto~ 
a golf~> 3_: ADDICT I (a dope--:> 
cs) 
1 : perversely diabolical (took a 
extremely cruel or wicked 3 : exc;" 
tit <~ weather) - fiend,ish,Jy ad; 
~t [ME.fiers, fr. AF Jer,Jers, Iiers, fr. L 
er wild animal] (14c) 1 a : violenu 
nent b : given to fighting or killi/ 
u~restra!ned zeal ?r vehe1!}ence (a~ 
itlous, disappointing, or intense (,..__, 
~{c~'.~~s~~ake a ~ effort) 4 : Wild 
,ROUS, SAVAGE, CRUEL mean showin 
.tions. FIERCE applies to humans an~ 
.ise of their wild and menacing aspect 
;). FEROCIOUS implies extreme fierce 
and_ brutality (aferocious dog). BAI\: 
ercilessness regarded as unworthy of 
itment of prisoners). SAVAGE implie 
ining civilized people filled with rage' 
tavage criminal). CRUEL implies indif: 
sitive pleasure in inflicting it (the en,. 

:e or veheme_nt manner (-.., competi­ 
{ <~ expensive) 
;\ n [L, cause (it) to be done] (15c) • a 
lain satisfaction of a judgment in d~bt 
.hattels of the defendant 
,st [ME, fr. fire, fier fire] (13c) 1 a 
>Y fire (a~ crash) C : using or car­ 
atch fire or explode : FLAMMABLE (a 
b (I) : being in an inflamed state or 

.rish and flushed (a ~ forehead) 3 
sunset) 4 a : full of or exuding emo­ 
: easily provoked : IRRITABLE (a ~ 
, - tl-eri-neas \'fi-re•n~s\ 11 - fiery 

· - more at FEAST] (1844) : FESTIVAL· 
n Spain and Latin America with pro: 

OHO pfifa, fr. VL *pipa pipe - more 
·se flute with six to eight finger holes 

the mast near the deck to which rig- 

tene, adj., fr. OE fiftene, fr. Fif five + 
ore at FIVE, TEN] (bef. 12c) 1 - see 
t scored by a side in a game of tennis 
i - fifteen pron, pl in constr - fil· 
or n 
hs \'fiths, 'fif(t)ths, 'fif(t)s\ [MENte, 
f. 12c) 1 - see NUMBER table 2 a 
: five diatonic degrees b : a tone at 
I c : the harmonic combination of 
nit of measure for liquor equal to one 
4 cap : the Fifth Amendment of the 

accorded by the Fifth Amendment to 
· usu. used in the phrase take the Fi/th 

rebel sympathizers in Madrid in 1936 
Ivancing on the city] (1936) : a group 
ters of an enemy that engage in espio­ 
lines or national borders - fifth col· 
- fifth col-um-nlst \·(n)ist\ 11 
on as the fifth of five exanthematous 
time of its description] (ca. 1941) : an 
n caused by a parvovirus (species Hu­ 
,s Erythrovirus) and manifested by a 
-hich spreads to the extremities and is 
ialaise 
orizontal wheel or segment of a wheel 
! on each other above the fore axle of 
i to prevent tipping b : a similar cou­ 
of a semitrailer 2 : one that is super· 
me 
r. Fifty, adj., fr. OE Fifti!f, fr. Fiftig, n

1
., 

p of ten; akin to lien ten] (bef. 12c) 
numbers 50 to 59; specif: the years 50 
: a50, 
ad] or 
constr 

3) 1 
illy (a 
irable 
:e)- 

dOc­ 
us fig 
ng or 
:1. tree 
'arnily 
videly fig 1 

. red tree (F. carica) that produces edible figs 2 : a worthless tri­ 
culllva )east bit (doesn't care a~> 
0e: 1ne vb., to adorn] (1835): DRESS, ARRAY (a young woman in daz­ 

itJQ II v'gyal full~ -Mollie Panter-Downes) 
zli118 re fi urative; figuratively; figure 

3fl9 ab%/vb fought \'f6t\; fight,ing [ME, fr. OEfeohtan; akin to OHO 
111ghl \ 1

0 fight and perh. to Lpectere to comb - more at PECTINATE] vi 
Je/11°1\jc) 1 a : to contend in battle or physical combat; esp : to strive 
(bef. come a person by blows or weapons b : to engage in boxing . 2 
to ove't forth a determined effort~ vt 1 a (I) : to contend agamst m 
: to P~ •n battle or physical combat (2) : to box against in the ring b 
or as ,f ~ttemPI to prevent the success or effectiveness of (the company (I)'/~ the takeover attempt) (2) : to oppose the passage or develop­ 
/011g I f <~ a bill in Congress) 2 a : WAGE, CARRY ON<~ a battle) 
,nent ~ake part in (as a boxing match) 3 : to struggle to endure or sur­ 
b: to <~ a cold) 4 a : to gain by struggle <~s his way through) b 
,noun! olve by struggle <fought out their differences in court) 5 a : to 
: to rese (a ship) in a battle or storm b : to cause to struggle or con­ 
ma~tg c . to manage in an unnecessarily rough or awkward manner - 
t~n shY of : to avoid facing or meeting 
fight (bef. J2c) 1 a : a hostile encounter : BATTLE, COMBAT b : a 

itlglll 11 ,natch c : a v~rbal disagre~ment : ARGUMENT 2 : ~ str~g_gle 
boxingoal or an objecltve (a~ for Jusltce) 3 : strength or d1spos,t,on 
for a_ ghting : PUGNACITY (still full of~> 
rorl:r \'fi-tor\ 11 (13c) : on~ th_at fights: as a (I) : WARRIOR, SOLDIER 
fl~ . ugnacious or game md1v1dual (3) : 'BOXER I b : an airplane 
( {hi;i{speed and maneuverability with armament designed to destroy 
0 y aircraft 
enhf.'er-bomb,er \·'ba-mor\ n (1936) : a fighter aircraft fitted to carry 
fig bs and rockets in addition to its normal armament fOirting chair 11 (1950) : a chair from which a salt-water angler plays a 
I~ oked fish . 
fl 0hling chance n (1889) : a chance that may be reahzed by a struggle 

lghe atient had a.fighting chance to live) 
<\,i~g word 11 (1917) : a word likely to provoke a fight 
light-or-flight ac(j (1973) : relating to, being, or causing physiological 
manges in the body (as an increase in heart rate or dilation of bronchi) 
~ response to stress (epinephrine is a~ hormone) (a~ reaction) ,/;hi song 11 (19~4) : a song used to inspire enthusiasm usu. during an 
athletic compet1t10n 
fl leaf 11 (14c) 1 : the leaf of a fig tree 2 [fr. the use by Adam and 
~ve of fig leaves to cover their nakedness after eating the forbidden 
fruit (Gen. 3:7)] : something that conceals or camoufiages usu. inade· 
uately or dishonestly 

f~,,nenl \'fig•m~nt\ 11 [ME. fr. L figmentum, fr. fingere to shape - 
more at DOUGH] (15c) : something made up or contrived . 
flg,ur,al \'fi-g(y)o-rnl\ ac(j (15c) 1 : FIGURATIVE 2a 2 : of, relating to, 
or consisting of human or animal figures (a~ composition) 
flg,u,ra,tion \,fi-g(y)o·'.ra-shon\ n _(1_4c) 1 : FORM, OUTLINE . 2 : the 
act or process of creatmg or prov1dmg a figure 3 : an a~t or mstance 
of representation in figures _and shapes (cubism was explamed as a syn­ 
thesis of colored ~s of obJects -Janet Flanner) 4 : ornamentalton 
of a musical passage by using decorative and usu. repetitive figures 
flg,u,ra,tlve \'fi-g(y)~·ro-tiv\ ac(j (14c) 1 a : representing by a figure 
or resemblance : EMBLEMATIC b : of or ,relating to representation of 
form or figure in art <~ sculpture) 2 a : expressing one thing in 
terms normally denoting another with which it may be regarded as 
analogous : METAPHORICAL <~ language) b : characterized by fig• 
ures of speech (a ~ description) - fig,u,ra,tive,Jy adv - fig,u,ra• 
tive,ness 11 

1f)g,ure \'fi-gyor, Brit & often US 'fi-gor\ n [ME, fr. AF, fr. Lfigura,_ fr. 
ji11gere) (13c) 1 a : a number symbol : NUMERAL, DIGIT b pl : anth­ 
metical calculations (good at ~s) c : a written or printed character 
d : value esp. as expressed in numbers : SUM, PRICE (sold at a low~> 
e pl : digits representing an amount (as of money earned or points 
scored) (made six ~s last year) (a score in double ~s) 2 a : a geo­ 
metric form (as a line, triangle, or sphere) esp. when considered as a set 
of geometric elements (as points) in space of a given number of dimen­ 
sions (a square is a plane ~) b : bodily shape or form esp. of a per­ 
son (a slender ~) c : an object noticeable only as a shape or form 
(~s moving in the dusk) 3 a : the graphic representation of a form 
esp. of a person or geometric entity b : a diagram or pictorial illustra­ 
tion of textual matter 4 : a person, thing, or action representative of 
another 5 a : FIGURE OF SPEECH b : an intentional deviation from 
the ordinary form or syntactical relation of words 6 : the form of a 
syllogism with respect to the relative position of the middle term 7 
: an often repetitive pattern or design in a manufactured article (as 
cloth) or natural product (as wood) (a polka-dot ~> 8 : appearance 
made : impression produced (the couple cut quite a~> 9 a : a series 
of movements in a dance b : an outline representation of a form 
traced by a series of evolutions (as with skates on an ice surface or by 
an airplane in the air) 10 : a prominent personality : PERSONAGE 
(great ~s of history) 11 : a short coherent group of notes or chords 

2 that may constitute part of a phrase, theme, or composition 
figure vb fig,ured; flg,ur,ing \'fi-gyo-rio, 'fi-g(a-)rio\ vt (14c) 1 : to 
represent by or as if by a figure or outline 2 : to decorate with a pat­ 
tern; also : to write figures over or under (the bass) in order to indicate 
the accompanying chords 3 : to indicate or represent by numerals 4 
a : CALCULATE b : CONCLUDE, DECIDE <figured there was no use in 
further effort); also : ASSUME<~ it will rain) C : REGARD, CONSIDER 
d : to appear likely (~s to win)~ vi 1 a : to be or appear important 

2r conspicuous b : to be involved or implicated <figured in a robbery) 
: to perform a figure in dancing 3 : COMPUTE, CALCULATE 4 : to 

seem rational, normal, or expected (that ~s) 5 : to make sense of 
s~mething - used interjectionally in the phrase go figure to suggest 
t _at something is surprising or perplexing (why do they think women ;rn buy this lie? Go ~ -Ellen Bravo) - flg,ur,er \•g(y)or-ar\ 11 - 
9Ure on 1 : to take into consideration (figuring on the extra in• 

1come) 2: to rely on 3: PLAN (I.figure 011 going into town) 
lgured ac(j (15c) 1 : adorned with, formed into, or l!larked with a fig­ ?~•~~ muslin) <~ wood) 2 : being represented : PORTRAYED 3 
· indicated by figures 

figured bass 11 (1801) : CONTINUO 

figure eight n (1748): something resembling the Arabic numeral eight 
in form or shape: as a : a small knot - see KNOT illustration b : an 
embroidery stitch c : a dance pattern d : a skater's figure - called 
also figure-of-eight 
fig,ure,head \'fi-g(y)ar-,hed\ n (1765) 1 : the figure on a ship's bow 
2 : a head or chief in name only 
figure in vt (ca. 1934): to include esp. in a reckoning 
figure of merit (ca. 1865) : a numerical quantity based on one or mor_e 
characteristics of a system or device that represents a measure of effi­ 
ciency or effectiveness 
figure of speech (1751) : a form of expression (as a simile or meta­ 
phor) used to convey meaning or heighten effect often by comparing 
or identifying one thing with another that has a meaning or connota­ 
tion familiar to the reader or listener 
figure out vt (1600) 1 : DISCOVER, DETERMINE (try to.figure out a way 
to do it) 2 : SOLVE, FATHOM <figure out a problem) 
figure skating n (1852) : skating characterized by the performance of 
various jumps, spins, and dance movements and formerly by the trac­ 
ing of prescribed figures - figure skater n 
fig,u,rine \,fi-g(y)a-'ren\ 11 [F, fr. Itfigurina, dim. offigura figure, fr. L 
- more at FIOURE] (1854) : a small carved or molded figure : STATU· 
ETTE 
fig wasp n (1883) : a minute wasi> ~Blastophaga pse11es of the_ fa~ily 
Agaontidae) that breeds m the capnf1g and 1s the agent of capnf1calton; 
broadly : any wasp of the same family 
fig,wort \'fig-,wort, -,wort\'! (1548) : any of a genus (Scrophula_ria) of 
chiefly herbaceous often feltd plants of the snapdragon family with ter­ 
minal cymes of small purple, yellow, or greenish flowers 
Fi•ii•an \'fe-(,)je-~n, fi·'\ 11 (1809) 1 : a member of a Melanesian people 
of Fiji 2 : the Austronesian language of the Fijians - Fijian ac(j 
fi),a,ment \'fi-la-mant\ n [MF, fr. ML.filamentum, fr. LL.Ii/are to spin 
- more at FILE] (1594) : a single thread or a thin flexible threadlike 
object, process, or appendage: as a : a tenuous conductor (as of car­ 
bon or metal) made incandescent by the passage of an electric current; 
specif: a cathode in the form of a metal wire in an electron.tube b (I) 
: a thin and fine elongated constituent part of a gill (2) : an elongated 
thin series of cells attached one to another or a very long thin cylindri­ 
cal single cell (as of some algae, fungi, or bacteria) c : the anther• 
bearing stalk of a stamen - see FLOWER illustration - fll,a,men­ 
ta,ry \,fil-a-'men-t(o-)re\ ac(j - fil,a,men,tous \•'men-las\ ac(j 
fi,lar \'fi·l~r\ ac(j [Lfilum thread] (ca. 1859) : of or relating to a thread 
or line; esp : having threads across the field of view (a~ eyepiece) 

fi,lar,ia \fa-'ler-e-a\ n, pl -I,ae \•e·,e, -e-,i\ [NL, genus name, fr. Lfilum] 
(1833) : any of numerous slender filamentous nematodes (Fi/aria and 
related genera) that as adults are parasites in the blood or tissues of 
mammals and as larvae usu. develop in biting insects - fi,lar,i,al \•e· 
al\ ac(j - fi,lar,i,ld \-e-ad\ ac(j or n 
fiJ,a,ri,a,sis \,fi-la-'ri-a-s~s\ n, pl -a,ses \-,sez\ [NL] (1879) : infestation 
with or disease caused by filariae 
fi),a,ture \'fil-a-,chilr, -ch~r, •,t(y)ilr\ n [F, fr. LL filatus, pp. of fl/are] 
(1759) : a factory where silk is reeled 
fil,bert \'fil-bort\ n [ME, fr. AF phi/ber, fr. St. Philibert t684 Frankish 
abbot whose feast day falls in the nutting season] (14c) 1 : either of 
two Eurasian hazels (Cory/us avel/ana and C. maxima) 2 : the sweet 
thick-shelled nut of the filbert; broadly : HAZELNUT 
filch \'filch\ vt [ME] (1561) : to appropriate furtively or casually <~ a 
cookie) syn see STEAL 

1file \'fi(-~)l\ 11 [ME, fr. OEfeol; akin to OHO fl/a file] (bef. 12c) 1 : a 
tool usu. of hardened steel with cutting ridges for forming or smooth­ 
ing surfaces esp. of metal 2 : a shrewd or crafty person 

2file vt filed; fll,ing (13c) : to rub, smooth, or cut away with or as if with 
a file 3file vt filed; fll,ing [ME, fr. OEfj)/an, fr.Jul foul] (bef. 12c) chiefly dial 
: DEFILE, CORRUPT 

4file vb filed; fll,lng [ME, fr. ML.Ii/are to string documents on a string or 
wire, fr. fl/um file of documents, lit., thread, fr. L; akin to Arm Ji/ sin• 
ew] vt (15c) 1 : to arrange in order for preservation and reference <~ 
letters) 2 a : to place among official records as prescribed by law <~ 
a mortgage) b : to send (copy) to a newspaper <filed a story) C : to 
return to the office of the clerk of a court without action on the merits 
3 : to initiate (as a legal action) through proper formal procedure 
(threatened to ~ charges) ~ vi 1 : to register as a candidate esp. in a 
primary election 2 : to place items in a file 3 : to submit documents 
necessary to initiate a legal proceeding <~ for bankruptcy) - fll,er 
\'fi-lor\ n 5file n (1525) 1 : a device (as a folder, case, or cabinet) by means of 
which papers are kept in order 2 a archaic : ROLL, LIST b : a collec­ 
tion of papers or publications usu. arranged or classified c (1) : a col• 
lection of related data records (as for a computer) (2) ; a complete 
collection of data (as text or a program) treated by a computer as a unit 
esp. for purposes of input and output - on file : in or as if in a file for 
ready reference 

6file n [MF, fr. filer to spin, draw out, fr. LL.filare, fr. Lfi/um] (1598) 1 
: SINGLE FILE 2 : any of the rows of squares that extend across a 
chessboard from one player's side to the other player's side 

7file vi filed; filing (1614) : to march or proceed in single file . 
fi,le also fi,le \fa-'la, (,)fe-'la, 'fe-(,)la\ n [LaF, fr. F, pp. of filer to twist, 
spin] (1806) : powdered young leaves of sassafras used to thicken soups 
or stews 
file clerk n (1919) : a clerk who works on files 
file,fish \'fi(-o)l-,fish\ n (1681) : any of various small-mouthed bony 
fishes (family Monacantidae, esp. genera A/uterus, Cantherhines, and 
Monacanthus) with rough granular leathery skin 
fi,let \fi-'la\ n [F, lit., net] (1838) : a lace with a square mesh and geo­ 
metric designs 

\a\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \a\ ace \a\ mop, mar 
\ail\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ hit \i\ Ice \i\ job 
\o\ sing \6\ go \6\ law \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \il\ loot \il\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", re, ue, Y\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



516 gargle • gas-liquid chromatography 
and agitate with air from the lungs b : to cleanse or disinfect (the oral 
cavity) in this manner 2 : to utter with a gargling sound ,,_ vi 1 : to 
use a gargle 2 : to speak or sing as if gargling 

2gargle n (1629) 1 : a liquid used in gargling 2 : a sound of or like that 
of gargling 
gar-goyle \'giir-,gi>i(-a)I\ 11 [ME gargule, gargoyl, fr. OF gargoule] (13c) 
1 a : a spout in the form of a grotesque human or animal figure pro­ 
jecting from a roof gutter to throw rainwater clear of a building b : a 
grotesquely carved figure 2 : a person with an ugly face - gar­ 
goyled \-,gi>i(-a)ld\ adi 

gar0i0bal0di \,gar-a-'bi>l-de\ n (1862) : a woman's blouse copied from 
the red shirt worn by the Italian patriot Garibaldi 
Ga0ri0fu0na \,gii-re-'fii-na\ n, pl Garifuna or Ga-rl-tu-nas [Garifuna 
garlfuna, a self-designation; akin to Taino caribe, caribi Carib, Island 
Carib (Arawakan language of the Lesser Antilles) Callipona, a selfe 
designation, Guianan Carib karirna Carib, person] (1977) : a member 
of a people of African and American Indian descent that live mainly 
along the Caribbean coast of northern Central America - called also 
Black Carib; also : the Arawakan language containing many Cariban 
elements spoken by the Garifunas 
ga-rigue \ga-'reg\ n [Fl (1896) : a low open scrubland with many ever­ 
green shrubs, low trees, aromatic herbs, and bunchgrasses found in 
poor or dry soil in the Mediterranean region 

gar-ish \'ger-ish\ adj [origin unknown) (1545) 1 : clothed in vivid col­ 
ors 2 a : excessively or disturbingly vivid <~ colors) <~ imagery) 
b : offensively or distressingly bright : GLARING 3 : tastelessly showy 
: FLASHY syn see GAUDY - gar-ish•IY adv - gar0ish0ness n 

1gar•land \'gar-land\ 11 [ME, fr. AF garlande] (14c) 1 : a circular or spi­ 
ral arrangement of intertwined material (as flowers or leaves) 2 : AN· 
THOLOGY, COLLECTION 2garland vt (!Sc) 1 : to form into a garland 2 : to adorn with or as if 
with a garland 
gar-lie \'giir-lik\ n [MEgarlek, fr. OEgarleac; fr. gar spear+ leac leek - 
more at GORE] (bef. 12c) 1 : a European allium (Allium sativum) 
widely cultivated for its pungent compound bulbs much used in cook­ 
ery; broadly : ALLIUM 2 : a bulb of.garlic - gar01icky \-li-ke\ adj 
garlic chive 11 (1969) : a perennial allium,(A/lium tuberosum) native to 
southeastern Asia but widely cultivated for its garlic-flavored stems, 
leaves, buds, and flower heads - usu. used in pl.; called also Chinese 
chive 
gar•licked \'giir-likt\ adj (1950): containing or prepared with garlic 
garlic salt 11 (1927) : a seasoning of ground dried garlic and salt 

1gar0ment Vgar-mantv 11 [ME, fr. AF garnement, fr. garnir to equip - 
more at GARNISH] (14c) : an article of clothing 

2garment vt (ca. 1547) : to clothe with or as if with a garment 
garment bag 11 (1927) : a bag used by travelers that folds in half and 
has a center handle for easy carrying 

gar0ner \'giir-nar\ vt gar0nered; gar-ner-ing \'giirn-rilJ, 'giir-na-\ [ME 
(Sc), fr. ME gerner, garner granary, fr. AF gerner, grenier, fr. L grana­ 
rium, fr. granum grain - more at CORN] (14c) 1 a : to gather into 
storage b : to deposit as if in a granary (volumes in which he has »-ed 
the fruits of his lifetime labors -Reinhold Niebuhr) 2 a : to acquire 
by effort : EARN b : ACCUMULATE, COLLECT 
gar-net \'giir-nat\ n [ME gernet, fr. AF gernete, fr. gernet dark red, fr. 
pume gernete pomegranate] (14c) 1 : a brittle and more or less trans­ 
parent usu. red silicate mineral that hasa vitreous luster, occurs mainly 
in crystals but also in massive form and in grains, is found commonly 
in gneiss and mica schist, and is used as a semiprecious stone and as an 
abrasive 2 : a variable color averaging a dark red - gar0net0if0er­ 
ous \,giir-na-'ti-f(a-)ras\ adj 
garnet paper 11 (ca. 1902) : an abrasive paper with crushed garnet as 
the abrasive 
gar-ni-er•ite \'giir-ne-a-,rlt\ n [Jules Gamier tl904 Fr. geologist) (1875) 

: a soft mineral consisting of hydrous nickel magnesium silicate and 
constituting an important ore of nickel 

1gar•nish \'giir-nish\ vt [ME, fr. AF garniss-, stem of garnir to warn, 
equip, garnish, of Gmc origin; akin to OHG warn611 to take heed - 
more at WARN) (14c) 1 a : DECORATE, EMBELLISH b : to add deco­ 
rative or savory touches to (food or drink) 2 : to equip with accesso­ 
ries : FURNISH 3 : GARNISHEE syn see ADORN 2garnish II (1596) 1 : EMBELLISHMENT, ORNAMENT 2 : something (as 
lemon wedges or parsley) used to garnish food or drink 3 a : an unau­ 
thorized fee formerly extorted from a new inmate of an English jail b 
: a similar payment required of a new worker 

1gar-nish0ee \,giir-na-'she\ n (1627): a person who is served with a legal 
process of garnishment · 2garnishee vt -eed; -ee-Inq (1846) 1 : to serve with a garnishment 2 
: to take (as a debtor's wages) by legal authority 

gar-nish-ment \'giir-nish-mant\ 11 (1550) 1 : ORNAMENT, GARNISH 2 
: a legal summons or warning concerning the attachment of property 
to satisfy a debt 3 : a stoppage of a specified sum from wages to satis­ 
fy a creditor or a legal obligation (as child support) 
gar0ni0ture \'gar-ni-char, -no-jchurv n [MF, equipment, alter. of OF gar­ 
nesture, fr. ga/'llir) (1558) 1 : EMBELLISHMENT, TRIMMING 2 : a set 
of decorative objects (as vases, urns, or clocks) 

gar-pike \'giir-,pik\ n (1776): GAR b 
gar0ret \'ger-at, 'ga-ratv 11 [ME garite watchtower, turret, fr. AF, fr. 
garir) (14c) : a room or unfinished part of a house just under the roof 

1gar•ri•son \'ger-a-san, 'ga-ro-v n [ME garisoun protection, fr. AF 
garisun healing, protection, fr. garir to heal, protect, of Orne origin; 
akin to OHG werie11 to defend - mbre at WEIR] (!Sc) 1 : a military 
post; esp : a permanent military installation 2 : the troops stationed at 
a garrison 2garrison w i;1ar0ri0soned; 11ar0ri0son-ing \-s(a-)niij\ (1569) 1 : to sta­ 
tion troops m 2 a : to assign as a garrison b : to occupy with troops 
garrison cap n (1944) : a visorless folding cap worn as part of a mili- 
tary uniform - compare SERVICE, cAP · 
Gar0ri0son finish \'ga-ra-san-\ n [Edward H. "Snapper" Garrison, tl930 
Am. jockey] (1890): a finish in which the winner comes from behind at 
the end 

garrison house n (1676) 1 : a house fortified against attack 2 
: BLOCKHOUSE 3 : a house having the second story overhanging the 
first in the front 

garrison state n (1937) : a state organized to serve primarily i 
need for military security; also : a state maintained by military ~s owri 
gar0ron \'ga-ran, ga-'ri>n\ n [Ir gearran & ScGael gearran gefJ"•r 
(1540) Scot & Irish : a small sturdy workhorse ' ing) 

1gar-rote or ga0rotte \ga-'riit, -'rot; 'ger-at, 'ga-rat\ n [Sp garrote] (I 
1 a : a method of execution by strangulation b : the apparatu 622) 
2 : an implement (as a wire with a handle at each end) for strangu~ U)ed 2garrote or garotte vt gar-rot-ed or i;1a-rott-ed; gar0rot-ing at1011 
rott0in9 (1851) : to strangle with or as 1f with a garrote - gar-rg' 9a. 

gar•ru•lt•IY \ga-'rii-la-te, ga-\ 11 (1581) : the quality or state of bein 1•er n 
rulous g Rar. 
gar•ru•lous \'ger-a-las, 'ga-ra- also 'ger-ya-\ acti IL garrulus, fr. g . 
to chatter - more at CARE] (ca. 1611) 1 : given to prosy, rambJi arr,,, 
tedious loquacity : pointlessly or annoyingly talkative 2 : Wo~• Or 
<~ speeches) syn see TALKATIVE - gar-ru-lous•IY adv - Sar Y l 
lous0ness 11 •r~. 

1 gar•ler \'giir-tar\ 11 [ME, fr. AF gareter, fr. garet thigh, shank, of Celt 
igin; akin to W gar shank] (14c) 1 a : a band worn to hold up a st or. 
ing or sock b : a band worn to hold up a shirt sleeve c : a strap h 0ck. 
ing from a girdle or corset to support a stocking 2 cap a : the Br~~&­ 
Order of the Garter; also : the blue velvet garter that is its badg: ISh 
: membership in the order b 2garter vt (!Sc) : to support with or as if with a garter 

garter snake n (1743) : any of a genus 
(Thamnophis) of harmless viviparous 
American snakes with longitudinal 
stripes on the back 
garth \'giirth\ n [ME, fr. ON garthr yard; 
akin to OHG gart enclosure - more at 
YARD] (14c) : a small yard or enclosure 
: CLOSE 

gar-vey \'giir-ve\ n, pl garveys [prob. fr. 
the name Garvey] (ca. 1896) : a small 
scow esp. of the New Jersey coast 

1 gas \'gas\ n, pl gas-es also gas-ses 
[NL, alter. of L chaos space, chaos] garter snake 
(1779) 1 : a fiuid (as air) that has nei- . ; 
ther independent shape nor volume but tends to expand indefinitely 2 a : a combustible gas or gaseous mixture for fuel or lighting; esp : NA'f 
URAL GAS b : a gaseous product of digestion; also : discomfort fro.; 
this c : a gas or gaseous mixture used to produce anesthesia d . a 
substance that can be used to produce a poisonous, asphyxiating, or 'ir­ 
ritant atmosphere 3 : empty talk : BOMBAST 4 : GASOLINE; also : the 
accelerator pedal of an automotive vehicle 5 : driving force : ENERGY 
(I was young, and full of~ -H. L. Mencken) (ran out of~ in the 
seventh inning) 6 slang : something that gives pleasure : DELIGHT 
(the party was a~> 2gas vb gassed; gas-sing vi (1852) 1 : to talk idly or garrulously 2 
: to give off gas 3 : to fill the tank (as of an automobile) with gasoline 
- usu. used with up ~ vt 1 : to supply with gas or esp. gasoline<~ 
up the car) 2 a : to treat chemically with gas b : to poison or other­ 
wise affect adversely with gas 3 slang : to please greatly 
gas-bag \'gas-,bag\ 11 (1827) 1 ,: a bag for holding gas 2 : an idle or 
garrulous talker 1 

gas chamber n (1933) : a chamber in which prisoners are executed by 
poison gas 
gas chromatograph n (1958) : an instrument used to separate a sam­ 
ple into components in gas chromatography 
gas chromatography 11 (I 952) : chromatography in which the sample 
mixture is vaporized and injected into a stream of carrier gas (as nitro­ 
gen or helium) moving through a column containing a stationary phase 
composed of a liquid or particulate solid and is separated into its com­ 
ponent compounds according to their affinity for the stationary phase 
- gas chromatographic acti 
gas-con \'gas-kan\ n (14c) 1 cap a : a native of Gascony b : the Ro­ 
mance speech of Gascony 2 : a boastful swaggering person - Gas• 
con acti 

gas0co0nade \,gas-ka-'nad\ 11 [F gasconnade, fr. gascon11er to boast, fr. 
gascon Gascon, boaster) (1709) : BRAVADO, BOASTING - gasconade 
vi - gas0con°ad0er 11 
gas-eous \'ga-se-as, 'ga-shas\ acti (1799) 1 : having the form of or be­ 
ing gas; also : of or relating to gases 2 a : lacking substance or solidity 
b : GASSY 3 (trick phrases and~ circumlocutions -Edwin Newman) 
- gas-eous-ness n · . 
gas litter n (1849) : a worker who installs or repairs gas pipes and appli· 
ances 
gas gangrene n (1914) : progressive gangrene marked by impregna· 
tion of tfie dead and dying tissue with gas and caused by one or more 
toxin-producing c1ostridia , 
gas-guz.zler \'gas-'gaz-lar, -'ga-za-\ n (i973) : a usu. large automobile 
that gets relatively poor mileage - gas-guz-zling \-liq\ acti 

1 gash \'gash\ n (1548) 1 : a deep long cut in fiesh 2 : a deep narrow 
depression or cut (cut a~ through the forest) (a~ in the hull) VL 

2gash vb [alter. of ME garsen, fr. AF garser to nip, scratch, fr, 
*charissare, fr. Gk charassein to scratch, engrave] vt (1566) : to make a 
gash in ,,.._ vi : to make a gash : CUT 

3gash acti [origin unknown] (1706) 1 chiefly Scot: KNOWING, WITTY 2 
chiefly Scot : well-dressed : TRIM 
gas-hold-er \'gas-,h61-dar\ 11 (1802) : a container for gas; esp : a huge 
cylindrical tank for storing fuel gas under pressure 
gas-house \-,haus\ n (1840) : GASWORKS 
gas0i0fi0ca-tion \,ga-sa-fo-'ka-shan\ 11 (1812) : conversion into gas; esp 

: conversion of coal into natural gas 1 

gas•i•fY \'ga-sa-,fi\ vb -i•fied; -i•fY•ing vt (ca. 1828): to convert into gas 
<~coal)~ vi: to become gaseous - gas-ifi•er \'ga-sa-,fi(-a)r\ 11 •• 
gas•ket \'gas-kat\ 11 [perh. modif. of F garcette] (ca. 1889) : a matenal 
(as rubber) or a part (as an O-ring) used to make a joint fiuid-tight b 
gas-kin \'gas-kan\ n [prob. short for gal/igaskins] (1573) 1 pl, o s 

: HOSE, BREECHES 2 : a part of the hind leg of a quadruped between 
the stifie and the hock - see HORSE illustration 
gas-light \'gas-,lit, -'lit\ 11 (1808) 1 : light made by burning illuminat· 
ing gas 2 a : a gas name b : a gas lighting fixture . 
gas-liquid chromatography 11 (1952) : gas chromatography in _wh1d}ch 
the stationary phase is a liquid - gas-liquid chromatographtC a 
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brought you) 3 a : to exerci 
) archaic : to search for 4 as~ the 
good year) b : to have in m. · Ill(. 
t profits) 5 archaic : to brin~nd as 
, of the power of vision 6 . t 1nto 
m 7 : to have an appearan~ 0 ex, • ~ vi 1 a : to exercise the e that 
attention < ~ upon the futur~0Wer 
t the eyes ( ~ed up from the IVIth 
, or likelihood of being : SEEnew,. 
:) 3 : to have a specified ou~ <it 
in wonder or surprise : STARE0ok: 
~s to acquittal) syn see E)(p 5 
iok at 1 : CONSIDER 1 (loolci Ecr 
)NFRONT, FACE (looking at a ng at 
ok down one's nose • to tn_an. 
or disapproval - look for 1 v~ew to search for : SEEK (loolcin · to 
cipate with pleasure or satisff[~~ a 
ok into : EXPLORE la - look th n 
n away from something unple e 
lirect one's attention to (loolci asant 
to reading for relaxation) ng to 
'!\ _b : GLANCE 2 a : the expres 
sical appearance; esp : attract' · 
1 pl. C : a combination of de .1ve 
~ (a new ,....,,_, in women's fashi;1sn 
hing appears ns) 
e that looks like another : DOUBLE 

) : a silvery carangid fish (Set 
: a laterally compressed deep bidi 

position that affords a downwa d 
DESPISE - used with on or upo r 
at looks 2 a : one having an ;• 
, that has an attractive appearan P· 
ickers-on (1539) : ONLOOKER Ce 
nee of success 2 : a quick Pass i 
tally toward the center of the fie!~ 

n Vluk-si-v n (1978) : prejudice 0 >ear~nce and esp. physical appear~ 
. notions of beauty 
»oked on anxiously from the side- 

one engaged in keeping watch 
t?r structure affording a wide view 
:mg or watchmg (on the ~> 4 
rre or concern 
concern oneself - used with for 

mine esp. in a cursory way 
genetal survev / EVALUATION, IN- 

rocess or an instance of looking 
atching by computer the words of 
y 
>k up-things are not all bad) 2 
ms (business is looking up) ~ vt 
nee work (look up an address) 2 
•k me up when you're here) 
'r. OE geloma tool; akin to MD al­ 
for interlacing at right angles two 

irm a cloth 
1 : to come into sight in enlarged 

1 as a result of atmospheric condi­ 
sively great or exaggerated form 
pe as an impending occurrence 
!serated appearance of something 
r darkness; also : a looming shad- 

JT, IDLER 2 chiefly Scot : BOY 3 

~ --===--- 
loon 

adian dollar 
rl-er: -est [by shortening & alter. 
- Ioo-nl-ness n - loony n 
pita! : MADHOUSE 
171): LOONY 
, MD lupen to watch, peer] (14c) 

1] (14c) 1 a : a curving or dou­ 
or partly open curve within itself 
ssed or into which a hook may

2
b• 

ibon serving as an ornament 8 
of a loop b : a circular airpl_ane 
lane 3 : a ring or curved pzec_e 
atch 4 : a closed electric circuit 
, whose ends are spliced toget~er 
ne material continuously b · a 
isle, dialogue, or images (a drum 
· a computer) that is repeated uni 
7 : a sports league 8 : a selec f 

.ential in decision making (out 0 

loop • lorgnon 735 

)icy ,-...,J) - for a loop: into a state of amazement, confusion, or 
1b• po s <the news threw us for a loop) 
0istr"'! (1832) 1 : to make or form a loop 2 : to execute a loop in an 
,,0oP V\e 3 : to move in loops or in an arc ~ vt 1 a : to make a loop 
airP13' or about b : to fasten with a loop 2 : to join (two courses of 
;n, onj in knitting 3 : to connect (electric conductors) so as to com- 
100P5 toop 4 : to cause to move in an arc 
pJete ~ \'liipt\ ad] (1513) 1 : having, formed in, or characterized by 

100P8 <~ fabrics) 2 : DRUNK la 
100Pser \'Jii-par\ 11 (1731) 1 : any of the usu. rather small hairless cat- 

1oOAjlars that are mostly larvae of moths (families Geometridae and 
erP1 idae) and move with a looping motion in which the hind prolegs 
r1octuthe posterior. body toward the front followed by forward exten­ 
oraWbY the anterior legs - called also inchworm 2 : one that loops 
,;on hole \'liip-,hol\ n ['loop] (1591) 1 a : a small opening through 

1100~· h small arms may be fired b : a similar opening to admit light 
whtC ir or to permit observation 2 : a means of escape; esp : an ambi­ 
and a or omission in the text through which the intent of a statute, con- 
guztY or obligation may be evaded . 
trac~ole vi (1664) : to make loopholes in 2100P of Hen,le \-'hen-le\ [F. G. J. Henle tl885 Ger. pathologist] (1890) 

100P u-shaped part of the nephron of birds and mammals that lies be­ 
: a O and is continuous with the proximal and distal convoluted tu- 1wee and that functions in water resorption • 
bul•: \'lii-pe\ ad] loop-l-er: -est (1856) 1 : having or characterized 

10°~ooPS 2 : CRAZY, BIZARRE - loop,j,Jy \-pa-le\ adv - loop,i- 
bY s \-pe-nas\ n . 

1 nes e \'liis\ atQ loos,er; loos,est [ME /ous, fr. ON lauss; akin to OHO 
lo1~~oose - more at -LESS] (13c) 1 a : not rigidly fastened or securely 
os ched b (1) : having worked partly free from attachments (a ~ 
att~h) (2) : having relative freedom of movement c : produced free­ 
to~nd accompanied by raising of mucus (a ~ cough) d : not tight• 
)Yuing 2 a : free from a state of confinement, restraint, or obligation 
1 lion~ in the streets) (spend~ funds wisely) b : not brought to­ 
(ather in a bundle, container, or binding c archaic : DISCONNECTED, 
g~TACHED 3 a : not dense, close, or compact in structure or arrange­ 
Dent b : not solid : WATERY <~ stools) 4 a : lacking in restraint or 
mower of restraint (a ~ tongue) b : lacking moral restraint : UN· 
~HASTE C : OVERACTIVE; specif: marked by frequent voiding esp. of 
watery stools <~ bowels) 5 a : not tightly drawn or stretched 
'. SLACK b : being flexible or relaxed (stay,-..,) 6 a : lacking in preci­ 
;;on exactness, or care <~ brushwork) <~ usage) b : permitting 
freedom of interpretation 7 : not in the possession of either of two 
competing teams (a ~ ball) (a ~ puck) - loose,ly adv - loose- 

21~i:: ~b loosed; loos,ing vt (13c) 1 a : to let loose : RELEASE b : to 
free from restraint 2 : to make loose : UNTIE<~ a knot) 3 : to cast 
loose : DETACH 4 : to let fly : DISCHARGE 5 : to make less rigid, 
tight, or strict : R_ELAX ~ vi : to let fly a missile (as an arrow) : FIRE 
'loose adv (15c) : m a loose manner : LOOSELY 
loose box n (1849) Brit : BOX STALL ., 
loose cannon n (1973) : a dangerously uncontrollable person or thing 
loose end n (1546) 1 : something left hanging loose 2 : a fragment 
of unfinished business - usu. used in pl. (tying up loose ends) 
loose-joint,ed \'liis-'j6in-tad\ atQ (1859) 1 : having joints apparently 
not closely articulated 2 : characterized by unusually free movements 
- loose-iolnt,ed,ness n 

loose-leaf \'liis-'lef\ atQ (1902) 1 : having leaves secured in book 
form in a cover whose spine may be opened for adding, arranging, or 
removing leaves <~ notebook) 2 : of, relating to, or used with a 
loose-leaf binding (~ paper) , 

loos,en \'lii-s'n\ vb loos,ened; loos,en,ing \'liis-nil), 'lii-s'n-il)\ vt 
(14c) 1 : to release from restraint 2 : to make looser <~ed his tie) 
(~ a screw) 3 : to relieve (the bowels) of constipation 4 : to cause 
or permit to become less strict - often used with up <~ed the rules) 
,...,, vi : to become loose or looser 
loosen up vi (1922) : to become less tense : RELAX 
loose sentence n (ca. 1890) : a sentence in which the principal clause 
comes first and subordinate modifiers or trailing elements follow 
loose smut n (1890) : a smut disease of grains in which the entire head 
is transformed into a dusty mass of spores 

loose,strlfe \'lii(s)-,strlf\ n [intended as trans. of Gk /ysimacheios 
loosestrife (as if fr. /ysis act of loosing+ machesthai to fight) - more at 
LYSts] (1548) 1 : any of a genus (Lysimachia) of plants of the primrose 
family with leafy stems and usu. yellow or white flowers 2 : any of a 
genus (Lythrum, family Lythraceae, the loosestrife family) of herbs 
having entire leaves and including some with showy spikes of purple 
flowers; esp : PURPLE LOOSESTRIFE . . 

loos,ey-900s,ey \,lii-se-'gii-se\ atQ (1964) : notably,loose or relaxed 
1 : not tense (a~ attitude) 
loot \'Hit\ n [Hindi & Urdu iu/; akin to Skt lw:,/ati he plunders] (ca. 
1788) 1 : goods usu. of considerable value taken in war : SPOILS 2 
: something held to resemble goods of value seized in war: as a 
: S?mething appropriated illegally often by force or violence b : illicit 
gams by public officials c : MONEY 3 : the action of looting syn 

2 see SPOIL 
loot vt (1845) 1 a : to plunder or sack in war b : to rob esp. on a large 
icale and usu. by violence or corruption 2 : to seize and carry away 
Y force esp. in war -., vi : to engage in robbing or plundering esp. in 

, war - loot,er n 
l~p \'liip\ n [ME loppe] (14c) : material cut away from a tree; esp : parts 
,1 zscarded in lumbering , 1P vt lopped; lop,ping (1519) 1 a (1) : to cut off branches or twigs 
hom (2) : to sever from a woody plant b (1) archaic : to cut off the 
•ad or limbs of (2) : to cut from a person 2 a : to remove superflu­ 

~usdparts from b : to eliminate as unnecessary or undesirable - usu. 
,1 se With off , 
~PD" lopped; lop,plng [perh. imit.] (1578) : to hang downward , · Roop . - 1o/,?-e \'lop\ n [ME loup, lope leap, prob. fr. ON hlaup; akin to OE 
h eapan to leap - more at LEAP] (1809) 1 : an easy natural gait of a 
b 0rse resembling a canter 2 : an easy usu. bounding gait capable of 
'lo °'"&.sustained for a long time . , 

Pe" loped; lop,lng (ca. 1825) : to move or ride at a lope - lop,er 11 

lop-eared \'liip-,ird\ atQ (1687) : having ears that droop 
loph,o,phore \'lii-fa-,f6r\ n [Gk lophos crest + E -phore] (1850) : a cir­ 
cular or horseshoe-shaped organ about the mouth esp. of a brachiopod 
or bryozoan that bears tentacles and functions esp. in food-getting 

lop,per \'Iii-par\ n (1953) : pruning shears with long handles - usu. 
used in pl. ' 

lop,sid,ed \'liip-,sl-dad\ atQ (1711) 1 : leaning to one side 2 : lacking 
·in balance, symmetry, or proportion : disproportionately heavy on one 
side (a~ vote of 99-1) - lop,sld•ed,ly adv - lop,sld,ed,ness 11 

loq abbr [L /oquitur] he speaks; she speaks 
lo,qua,clous \16-'kwa-shas\ atQ IL loquac-, /oquax, fr. loqui to speak] 
(1663) 1 : full of excessive talk : WORDY 2 : given to fluent or exces­ 
sive talk : GARRULOUS syn see TALKATIVE - lo,qua,clous,ly adv 
- lo,qua,clous,ness n •·' 

lo,quac,i,ty \-'kwa-sa-te\ n (13c) : the quality or state' of being very 
talkative 

lo,quat \'16-,kwiit\ n [Chin (Guangdong)' /iiuh• 
g,vat] (1820) : an Asian evergreen tree (Eriobotrya 
japonica) of the rose family often cultivated for 
its fruit; also : its small yellow edible fruit used 
esp. for preserves 

lo,ran \'16r-,an\ n [long-range navigation] (1932) 
: a system of long-range navigation in which 
pulsed signals sent out by two pairs of radio sta­ 
tions are used to determine the location of a ship 
or airplane 

lor,az,e,pam \16r-'a-za,.pam\ n [prob. fr. ch/or- + 
-azepam (as in diazepam)] (1969) : benzodiaz­ 
epine C1sH10C'2N202 used esp. to relieve anxiety 

1 lord \'lord\ n [ME loverd, lord, fr. OE h/iiford, fr. 
hliifloaf + weard keeper - more at LOAF, WARD] 
(bef. 12c) 1 : one having power and authority 
over others: a : a ruler by hereditary right or loquat 
preeminence to whom service and obedience are . 
due b : one of whom a fee or estate is held in feudal tenure c : an 
owner of land or other real property d obs : the male head of a house­ 
hold e : HUSBAND f : one that has achieved mastery or that exercises 
leadership or great power in some area (a drug~> 2 cap a : GOD 1 
b : JESUS 3 : a man of rank or high position: as a : a feudal tenant 
whose right or title comes directly from the king · b : a British noble­ 
man: as '(l) : BARON 2a (2) : a hereditary peer of the rank of mar­ 
quess, earl, or viscount (3) : the son of a duke or a marquess or the el­ 
dest son of an earl ( 4) : a bishop of the Church of England cpl, cap 
: HOUSE OF LORDS 4 - used as a British title: as a - used as part of 
an official title (Lord Advocate) (Lord Mayor) b - used informally 
in place of the full title for a marquess, earl, or viscount c - used for 
a baron d - used by courtesy before the name and surname of a 
younger son of a duke or a marquess 5 : a person chosen to preside 
over a festival 2Iord vi (14c) : to act like a lord; esp : to put on airs - usu. used with it 
< ~s it over his friends) 

lord chancellor 11, pl lords chancellor (15c) : a British officer of state 
who presides over the House of Lords in both its legislative and judicial 
capacities, serves as the head of the British judiciary, and is usu. a lead­ 
ing member of the cabinet 

lord,ing \'16r-dil)\ n (13c) 1 archaic : LORD 2 obs : LORDLING 
lord,ling \'lord-Iii)\ n (13c) : a little or insignificant lord 
lord,ly \-le\ atQ lord,li,er; -est (bef. 12c) 1 a : of, relating to, or hav­ 
ing the characteristics of a lord : DIGNIFIED b : GRAND, NOBLE 2 
: exhibiting the pride and assurance associated with one of the highest 
.birth or rank syn see PROUD - lord,li,ness n - lordly adv 
lord of misrule (15c) : a master of Christmas revels in England esp. in 
the 15th and 16th centuries 

lor,do,sis \16r-'do-sas\ n, pl -do,ses \-'do-,sez\ [NL, fr. Gk lordosis, fr. 
/ordos curving forward; akin to OE belyrtan to deceive] (1704) 1 : ab­ 
normally increased inward curvature of the lower region of the spine 
resulting in a concave back as viewed from the side - compare KY­ 
PHOSIS 2 : a mating posture of some sexually receptive female mam­ 
mals (as rats) in which the head and rump are raised and the back is 
arched downward - lor,dot,lc \-'dii-tik\ atQ 
Lord Protector of the Commonwealth (ca. 1653) : PROTECTOR 2b 
Lord's day 11, often cap D (12c): SUNDAY 
lord,ship \'16rd-,ship\ n (bef. 12c) 1 a : the rank or dignity of a lord 
- used as a title b : the authority or power of a lord : DOMINION 2 
: the territory under the jurisdiction of a lord : SEIGNIORY 

Lord's Prayer n (ca. 1549) : the prayer with variant versions in Mat­ 
thew and Luke that according to the Lucan account Christ taught his 
disciples 
Lord's Supper 11 (14c) : COMMUNION 2a 
Lord's table n, often cap T (1526) : ALTAR 2 
Lardy \'16r-de\ inte,j ['lord (God) + •-y] (1853) - used to express sur- 
prise or strength of feeling · 

1 lore \'16r\ n [ME, fr. OE far; akin to OHO /era doctrine, OE /eornian to. 
learn] (bef. 12c) 1 archaic : something that is taught : LESSON 2 
: something that is learned: a : knowledge gained through study or 
experience b : traditional knowledge or belief 3 : a particular body 
of knowledge or tradition · 

21ore 11 [NL forum, fr. L, thong, rein; akin to Gk eulera reins] (1828) : the 
space between the eye and bill in a bird or the corresponding region in 
a reptile or fish - lo,re,al \'16r-e-al\ adj 
Lo,re,lei \'16r-a-,ll\ n [GI (1865) : a siren of Germanic legend whose 
singing lures Rhine River bbatmen to destruction on a reef 

lor,gnette \16rn-'yet\ n [F, fr. lorgner to take a sidelong look at, fr. MF, 
fr. /orgne squinting] (1803) : a pair of eyeglasses or opera glasses with a 
handle 

lor,gnon \16rn-'y6"\ n IF, fr. lorgner] (1846) : LORGNETTE 

\a\ abut \'\ kitten, F table \ar\ further \a\ ash \ii\ ace \ii\ mop, mar 
,au\ out \ch\ chin \e\ bet \e\ easy \g\ go \i\ lilt \l\ ice \j\ Job 
\I)\ sing \6\ go \6\ \aw \6i\ boy \th\ thin \th\ the \ii\ loot \ti\ foot 
\y\ yet \zh\ vision, beige \k, ", re, ue, Y\ see Guide to Pronunciation 



1288 tenor • teratogen 
"tenor adj (1522) : relating to or having the range or part of a tenor, 
ten-or-tst \'te-na-rist\ n (1865) : a person who sings tenor or plays a ten- 
or instrument 1 ',l ,\ ri •• , 

te-no-svn-o-vr-tts \'te-no-,si-na-'vr-t"s, ,te-\ n [NL, fr. Gk tenon tendon 
(akin to Gk teinein to stretch) + NL synovitis - more at THII'/] (ca. 
1860) : inflammation of a tendon sheath 
ten-eur vrc-ncrx chiefly Brit var o/l'ENOR " , ,. ,.,, 
ten-pen-nv \'ten-'pe-ne, Brit -pa-nev adj (1592) : amounting.to, worth, 
or costing 10 pennies . .. • 

tenpenny nail n [fr. its original price per, hundred] (15c) : a nail three 
inches (7.6 centimeters) long ' ·. 1· 

ten-pin \'ten-,pin\ n (1807) 1 :.a bottle-shaped bowling pin 15 inches 
high 2 pl but sing in constr : a bowling game using' 10 tenpins, and ·a 
large ball 27 inches in circumference and allowing each player to bowl 
2 balls in each of 10 frames , : , ,. , . , 
ten-pound-er \'ten-'eaun-dar\ n (lp99) : LADYFISH .i . ,. . ,t, 
ten-rec \'ten-,rek\ n [F, fr. Malagasy tandrakai (ca. 1785) : any ,of nu, 
merous small often spiny mammalian insectivores (family Tenrecldae) 
chiefly of Madagascar 1

\ • 1 ,, '• • ._, ,. , 

TENS \'tenz\ n (1980) 1 [transculaneous electrical nerve stimulation] 
: electrical stimulation of the skin to relieve pain by interfering with 
the neural transmission .of signals from underlying pain receptors 2 
[transcutaneous electrical nerve stimulator]': a device used for TENS'' 

'tense \'ten(t)s\ n [ME tens time, tense, fr. AF, fr. L tempus] (I~) 1 : a 
distinction of form in ·a verb 'to express distinctions of time or duration 
of the action or state it denotes 2 a : a: set of inflectional forms of a 
verb that express distinctions of ,time '~ : an 'inflectional form of a 
verb expressing a specific thne distinction ··1 •1 2tense am tens-er; tens-est [L tensus, fr. pp. of tendere to· stretch - 
more at THIN] (1668) 1 : stretched tight : made taut : RIGID'<~ mus' 
cles) 2 a : feeling or showing 'nervous tension (a ~ smile> 'b · 
: marked by 'strain or suspense (a <"' thriller) 3 : 'produced with. the 
muscles Involved in a relatively tense state (the vowels \e\ and ·\ii\ in 
contrast with the vowels \i\'and \u\ are ~>-tense•IY adv -tense• 
nessn 1 · "'' · J 1• !, 1 11 

3tense vb tensed; tens-lnq vt (1676) : to make tense ',..,'vi: to become 
tense (tensed up and missed the putt> ·' . . ' 

ten-stle \'terl(t)-sal also 'ten-,sr(-a)l\ ad] [NL tensilis, fr. L 'tensus, pp.] 
(f626) 1 : capable of tension : I>UCTILE 2 : o(, relating to, or involv- 
ing 'tenston o-« stress> - ten-slt-l-tv \ten-'si!l"·te\ n. , 

tensile strength n (1862) : the greatest longitudinal stress a substance 
can bear without tearing apart ' 

ten-st-om-e-ter \,ten(t)-se-'ii-ma-tar\ n [tension] (1912) 1 : a device 
for measuring tension (as of structural material) 2 : an instrument for 
d~termining the moisture content of soil.', 3 : an instrument for mea­ 
suring the surface tension of liquids - ten-slc-met-rtc \-se-o-'me- 
trik\ adj - ten-sl-cm-e-trv \-s~-•a-ma-tre\ n ',' 1 ' 1ten•slon \'ten(t)-sh"n\11 [MF or,l::,;'MF, fr, I.:te'n ion-, 'tensio, fr. tenderei 
(1533) 1 a : the act or action of stretching 'or the condition ordegree 
of being stretched to stiffness: TAUTNESS b: STRESS lb 2 a: 'either 
of''two balancing forces causing 'or tending to cause extension · b : the 
stress resulting from the el~ngation of an elastic· body 3 a : irin~r, 
striving, unrest, or imbalance often 'with i;ihysiologic'a) indlcatioh of 
emotion · b : a state of latent hostility or opposition between individu­ 
als or groups c : a balance maintained in an artistic work between op­ 
posing forces or elements 4 : a device to produce a desired tension (as 
in a loom) - ten-slon-at \'ten(t)-sh(a-)n"I\ ad] - ten-slon-tess 
\'ten(t)-sh"n-las\ adi · '' ' · ' · · 

"tension vt ten-sloned: tim•slon•ing \'ten(t)-sh(a-)niQ\' (1$91) : 'to 
subject to tension; esp : td tightei\. to a desired or appropria'te degree ,f-­ 
ten•slon•er \-sh(a-)nar\ n · ' ' · 

tension headache n (1953) : bilateral headache marked by mild to 
moderate pain of variable duration that' typically is accompanied by 
contraction of the neck and scalp muscles ' ' 

ten•Sl•tY \'ten(t)-s"•te\ n, pl •ties (ca. 1658) : the quality or state of be- 
ing tense : TENSENESS . 

ten•slve \'ten(t)-siv\ aai (1702): of, relating to, or causing tension 
ten•sor \'ten(t)-sar, 'ten-,s6r\ n [NL, fr. L tendere] (ca. 1704) 1· :'a mus­ 
cle that stretches a part 2 : a generalized. vector with more than'three 
components each of which is a functibn of the coordinates of an arbi­ 
trary point in space of an appropriate number of dimensions· 

ten-speed \'ten-,sped\ n (1971) : a bicycle with'IO gear combinations; 
tens place \'tenz-\ n (1937) : the place two to the left of the decimal 
point in a number expressed in tli'e Ar,l!bic system of writing numbers 
ten-strike, \'ten-,strrk\ 11 (1840) 1 : ·a strike in tenpins 2 ·: a highly 
successful stroke or achievement · 1 

• ~ 
1 , ' 1 

1tent \'tent\ 11 [ME tente, fr. AF, fr. L tenta, fem. of tentus, pp', bf tendeYe 
to stretch - more at THIN] (14c) 1 : a collapsible shelter of fabric (as 
nylon or canvas) stretched antl J!UStained by poles and used for camp­ 
Ing outdoors or' as a temporary building 2 : DWELLING' . 3 11 : some! 
thing that resembles a tent or that serves as a shelter; esp : a ca'nopy qr 
enclosure placed over the head and shoulders to retain vapors or oxy­ 
gen being medically administered b : th'e web of a tent caterpillar - 
tent-less \'tent':1/,s\ aai - tenlilll<e \-,Irk\ aai ' .'., 2tent vi (ca. 1608) 1 : to reside for the' time being : LODGE '2': to live in 
a tent _, vt 1 : t6 cover with or as if-,vith a tent 2 : to lodge in t'ents 3tent vt [ME, fr. teht attention, short for attent, fr. AF atente, fr. atendre 
to attend] (14c) chiefly Scot : to attend to , 

ten•ta•Cle \'ten-ti-kal~ 11 [NL tentaculum, fr. L tentare to feel, touch - ' 
more at TEMPT] (ca. 1762) 1 : ahy of various elongate flexible usu. 
tactile or 11rehensile processes borne by animals and 'esp. invertebrates 
chiefly on 'the head or abou! tli.e movth '2 a : something that resem­ 
bles 'a tentacle esp. in or as if' it\ grasping br feeling out ~corruption 
spreading its ~s> b : a 'sensitive hair or emergence 'on a plant (as the 
sundew) - ten-ta•cled \-k'"ld\ am · ' ·'' · ' 

ten•tac•u•lar \ten-'ta-ky"•lar\ aaj [NL tentdculum] (1828) 1 :,of, relat- 
ing to, or resembling tentacles j! : equipped with te11tacles , , . 

tent-age \'ten-tlj\ n (1603) : a collection of tents : tent equipment 
ten•ta~lve \'ten-ta-tiv\ aaj [ML tentativus, fr. L tentatus, pp, of tentare, 
temptare to feel, try] (1626),, 1 : not fully worked out or developed<~ 
plans> 2 : HESITANT, UNCERTAIN (a r-- smile) - tentative n - ten­ 
ta•tlVO•IY adv - ten•ta-tlve•ness n 
tent caterplllar n (1854) : any of several social caterpillars (genus Ma­ 
lacosoma and esp. M, americanum of the ·family Lasiocampidae) that 

form large.silken webs on trees and may cause serious defor . 
tent•ed \'ten-tad\ .aai (1598). 1 : covered with a tent or'at1on 
camps> 2 : shaped like, a tent . ,. , , ,, tents < 

1ten•ter \'tert-tar\ n [ME, teyntur, prob, fr. ML tentura fr · 1 "" 

frame, tent] (14c) 1 : a frame or endless track,with 'ho· tenta 1 along two sides that is used for drying and, stretching clotl~k2 Or c11"t : TBN1ERHOOK ) J • I ' t ll )· 1.i; . ,J ' . Qrc1r Ds 2tenter n (1846): one who lives in or occupies•a-tent % 
ten•ter•hook \'ten-t"r-,huk\ n (15c) : a sharp hooked nail us d 
fastening cloth on·a,tenter - on tenterhooks : in a state e esp, r 
ness, strain, or suspense (the waiting kept us 011 tenterhook,) of Une~1 

tenth \'ten(t)th\ n, pl tenths \'ten(t)s, 'ten(t)ths\ (13c) 1 1• 
BER table 2 a : a musical interval embracing aq octave and see Nulo! 
: the tone at this interval -·tenth aai or adv,(> a third b 

tenth-,rate \'tenth-'riit\ aaj.(-1834) : of the lowest character O · 
tent-pole \'tent-,poi\ n (1987) : a big-budget movie whose ea~Uai1ty 
expected to compensate the studio for its less profitable tnovi tna, are 
tent stitch n (1619) ,: a short stitch.slant- , es 
ing to the.right that is used,in1embroidery- _1 to fotm·even lines of solid background ;, · 

tenty, also tent•le \'.ten-te\ aai L'tent] (15c) 
Scot: ATTENTIVE, WATCHFUL ,·~· r· •)1 

ten•u•ls \'ten-ya,w"s\ 11, pl -u•eS ,,\-ya- - 
,wez, -,was\ [ML, fr. L, thin, slight] (1650) . 
: an unaspirated voiceless stop m, )1 

te•nU•lty \te-'nii-a-te, t"·• .,,'nyii-\,n [ME te- . 
nuite, fr .. L tenuitas, fr. tenuis ,thin, aenu- , ·. tent stitch 
ous] ,,(15c) 1 : : lack of substance or, 1 , "• 
strength 2 : lack of thickness : SLENDERNESS, THINNESS (th 
poplars -Edith Wharton> , 3• : lack of.density : rarefied qu;1:--- or state· IJ<.'l/ , 1, • , 1 tH • •lll IN .. , lty or 
ten•U•OUS \'ten-Y"•was, -yii-as\ aai [L tenuis thin, slight tenuo 
more at THIN] (1597) 1 : not dense: RARE (a~ fluid> '2.• n us - 
: SLENDER (a ~ rope) 3 a-: 1having little substance 0~ s~: !hick : FLIMSY, WEAK ~~ influences> b : SHAKY 2a <~ reasons) 8;"Sth THIN•~ ten•U•OUS•IY adv - ten•U•O,US•ness n ' n ste 

ten•ure \'ten-yar also -,yur\ 11 [ME1 fr. AR teneufe, tenure, fr. ML 
1 

. 
tura, fr. VL •tenitus, pp, of I, tenere to hold'- more at THIN] (IS en,. 
: the act, right, manner, oc term of, hc;,lding something (as a I c) 1 
property, a position, or an office);esp: a statu~ granted after a tn~1ded 
riod to a teacher that, gives protection frpm .summary dismissal pe2 : GRASP, HOLD - ten•Ur•able \-a-bal\ aai - te•nur•ial \te-'nyur-; 11 aai - te•nur•lal•IY \-a-le\ adv , , ,, , , , , ., 

ten•ured \'ten-yard\ aaj (1965) : having tenure,(,-, faculty tnembe 
ten•ure-track \'ten-yar-,trak also -,yur-\ aai (1976) : relating to or't. 
ing a teaching position that may lead'to a grant of tenure 
te•nU•tO,\tii-'nii-(,)to\ aai or adv [It, fr. pp. of.tenere to hold, fr. Lten;,,1 p 762) : held (as a tone or chord) to its full value - used as a direction 
m music , ., , ,·, 

te•O•Cal•II \,te-a-'ka-le, ,tii•"•'kii-\ n [Nahuatl teocalli, fr. teat/ god+ ca/Ii 
house] (ca, 1613) : an ancient temple of Mexico or Central America 
usu. built upon the summit of a truncated pyramidal mound; also, the 
mound itself . ' 

te•O•sln•te \,tii-o-!sin-te\ n [MexSp, fa Nahuatl teocintli, fr. teat/ sod+ 
cintli dried ·ears of maize] (ca..-187J) : any of several tail annual or pe, 
rennial grasses (genus Zea) of Mexico and Central America that have 
small dark triangular seeds and include two species (Z. mays parviglu­ 
mis and,Z. m. mexicana,syn, Z .. mexicana) which are closely related to 
and often considered ancestral to corn , · , 

te•pa.ry bean \'te-pa-re-\ n,[MexSp ,tfpari, fr. 6pata or Eudeve (Uto, 
Aztecan .languages of Sonora, 1Mexico)] (1912) : an annual twining 
bean (Phaseolus acutifo/ius var. latifo/ius) that.is native to the south• 
western U.S. ,and Mexico and is,cultivated for its,roundish white, yel· 
low, brown, o'r bluish-black edible seeds; also : the seed 

te•pee or tee•pee also tl•Pi \'te-(,)pe\ n [Dakota thipi, fr. t"i· to dwell] 
(1743) , a conical tent usu. consisting of skins and used esp. by Ameri• 
can Indiaqs of the Great Plains, , , , , 

teph•ra,.\'te-fra\ n [NL, fr.,Gk, ashes; akin to Skt dahati it burns - 
more at FOMENT] (ca. 1944) : solid material ejected into the air during 
a volcanic eruption; l!SP ; 2ASH 2b \( ,\,• .· 
teP•ld \'te-pad\ aai [ME teped, fr. L tepidus, fr. tepere to be moderately 
warm; akin•to Skt tapati it heats, Olr tess heat] (14c) , 1 : moderately 
warm: LUKEWARM (a•~ bath> 2 a :,lacking in passion, force, ormt 
<~ poetry> b : marked by an absence of enthusiasm or conviction (a 
~ interest> (a~ response> - tO•Pld•l•tY \t"·'pi-da-te, te·\ n - tep- 
ld•IY \!te-pad•le\ adv. - tOP•ld•ness n · . 
TEPP \,te-(,)e-(1)pe-'pe\ n [tetra-+ ethyl+ pyrophosphate] (1948): a hy• groscopic corrosive liquid organophosphate C8H2007P2 that is a pow· 
erful anticholinesterase and is used esp. as an insecticide ., 

tOP•Pan,ya•kl \,te-piin-!yii-ke\ n [Jp, fr, teppan griddle + yaki broilln11 
(ca, 1970) : a Japanese dish .of meat, fish, or vegetables cooked on a 
large griddle usu. built into the diner's table; also : this style ofMcoo~I~ 

ta.qui-la \ta-'ke-la,, tii-\ 11 [Sp, fr. Tequila, town.in Jalisco state, ex •ve 
(1849) : a Mexican liquor distilled from the fermented sap of an aga 
(Agave tequi/ana) , · ii ,,,, -n , ,,, , I 

tequila sunrlse·n (1940) : a cocktail consisting of tequila, orange Ju CC, 
and grenadine '. . ,, n 1. ,. . . 

tar abbr 1 terrace 2 territory , ,· · 1 hree 
tar,. comb form [L, fr. ter; akin to Gk & Skb tris three times, L tres 1 
~ more at THREE] : three times : threefold : three (tercente0nt,rY) l,era· tera- comb form [ISV,,fr. Gk terat-,,teras monster]: trillion (I 
watt) , , , ·,., t , " 1 ·, · 27176 tera•byte \'ter-a-,brt\ n (1984) : 1024 gigabytes or, 1,099,511,6 ' 
bytes; also : one trillion bytes·, "' 1 • , ,. , , nted 
te•ral •\ta-'ri\•n [Tarai,, lowland belt .. of India] (1888) : a wide-brlnt 
double felt sun hat worn esp, in subtropical regions _ ( I in 
ter•aPh \!ter•af\ n, pl ter,a.phlm \'ter-a-,fim\ [Heb tfriiphh,m s~hoid 
form but sing. in meaning)] (14c) : an image of a Semitic ou 
god , u . ,, ,1 ·,,11 , rnon· 
terat- or terato- comb form [Gk, fr. terat-,,teras ma,::vel, portent, 
ster] :.deveior,mental malformation.(teratogenic> · ntaIIJ· 

te,rato•car•c •nO•ma \,ter-"·to-,kiir-sa-'no-m"\ n, (ca. 1946) : • 
nant teratoma; esp : one lnvolving germinal cells .of the testis 

te•rato•gen \ta-'ra-ta-Jan\ n (J959) : a teratogenic agent 1 
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